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GAZETTJSEB 


OF THE 

HOOGHLY DIHTRICT. 


CHAPIER I. 


PH¥S[CAL ASPECTS. 

The disbict of Howhly forms p&rt of tlio BnidvAn DiTiaiou, End 
lioA liotwoon 32" 36 ood 33" 14* noitli l&titudO| End botwoon 
87' 30* and 88® 30' oaat longilnde. It oxteada ovor 1,189 sqnmo 
miloa, and, si tlio censoa of 1911, oontoiued a popoUtiou of 
1,090,097 persons.* In area it is slightly sraallsr than Gloooester* 
shiro, nrhile its popolation is doable that of Sorrey.f The 
headquarters are at Hooghlj, situated on the right bank of the 
river; Hoogbly in 22^ 66* north latitude and 88® 84' east 
longitude. The name Hooghly is probably derived from the 
Ao^/d {Tjfp^tt «bpAaMitiut),t a toll reed vhieh grows in abandonee 
on the rivw bonke and in the marshy lowlands below them, 

Tbe distiiet is bounded on the north by the distriet of fiar» 
dw&n} on the east by the river Hooghly; on the soath by the 
district of Hon'rah; and on the west by tbe districts of Midno- 
poxe, B&okur& and BuidwOn. The boondaries on three «idps are, 
except for short distances, artificial, bat there Is a aatural boon'- 
dory on the east, where the river Hooghly separates the distriot 
from the Binighfit subdivision of the Nadia district and the 
Barrackporo sabdivision of the 24>Fargaaas, 

• In 1901 UlT *4«» of tt)« diUrict wst 1,191 w|Un iQtlAi^ «rith « papurstign a( 
but lOme villiffii Wfdp« «ubHqnuia.tlF tmufftrnd t4 tiii fiurdiivD 

diltHct, 

f SbtwBih'^i Ymt hook, 

] U. BIpchmuLtar I. & B.p I8f3| 217^ doU, 

^ 11 
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In abiF MscmWes an imgnUi parallelogram 

with a triangdar projection on the bitreme Treat heyond the 
Dw-JraleSTraT liver. The portion lying between Hooghly 
the Dwaraheewar ia a flat aUnvial plain interaetted by a numbec 
of dweiali livera and atroatna. The monotony of the dead lovelie 
broken by the rai&ed village aitea and high rivet banks; by a sandy 
ridge 10 or 12 feet high, oa^ of tho Dwirokeswar. whiob nms 
cloM to, and was probably thrown ap by the Kaui Dwirokeswi^; 
by aitiflf'ial river embanknientfl, and by a high jdwpd/ or embank¬ 
ment from Triboni to itabiiiBd. Betwooii the rivem are a number 
of floncer-shaped depressioua, whleh^ accord ing to their leyeU torn 
eitensive mamhea or etill more eitenelve Btrotebea of nee fields. 
Thasedepresdons rtcoive the drainage of the BUirouDding knite, 
and in the laina dlBibaige their contents by small ihannek into 
the larger strenma Such is the geaeml appearance of this tract, 
bat in leaUty the coontTy elopee giadnally frem the north and 
west towards the Bontb and east; fiUgbt oa the slope is, it is 
dearly indicated by the eoniaw of the rivem, strewna and drainage 
diannela. Along the bank of the Hooghly f«^ Bagah ne^ 

Jiret to Ghofinn'near Howrah, the fall la from 28i feet to 30 
feet or only 3i i^ichea per mile; along the Dam^ from 
to Paspdt it ia about 3Ti fwt or a foot per mile ; and along the 
rtwarakeswar.frora Pnyi to near Gbosepur, it la about 40 feet or a 
loot and a half per mile. The rise from east to west may be 
eatheiod from the fact that Champadingl on the Hkmodai is S 
feet and Atimbigh 324 feet higher than BaidyabSti on the 


Nattiiui;. 


^ triangular portion west of the Dwatakeawar there ia a 
noticeable change- The slope of the country b mm marked; the 
gwund bowmea dightly undulating; and the soil b rather rocky, 
debris of low laterite being fonnd mixed with alluvium. The 
weBtemroost corner compris^ in the Badargaoj ontport b dis¬ 
tinctly rockj'’ * oontinoation, at a lower elevation, of 

the upbndfl of Bbhnupur. In this part of the dblriet the general 
dope b from north-west to south-eost; and the country b drained 
by a nnmber of smaU streams, of which the Amodai Kbl ued 
the Tirijiili Khil the chief. Swamps and low liea fielde 
hocome less frequent, while patches of scrub jungle, teaouied by 
oopaids and other wild finimala, appear, here and there. 

Tor practical purpoaea. the district may be regarded as con¬ 
taining two roaiu patural divbions, the plains and the uploodj, 
the river l>waiakeewar forming the dividing line. The uplands 
Kfo all comprised in thina Gogbit, which has m area of 146 
eqnare luilea or less than one'«ighth of the district area. Here 
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there la a perceptible rise in the earface, the dmiaagB of irhich 
ifl carried off hy nmneroufl amoll flireajas. They all nliimataly 
dehoQch into the Dwirateawor, aed all hare the Tumul' chaiacteiis- 
tio 9 of hill streamB. They have n rapid pnrront rieing anddenly 
and falliDg aa suddenly, they ore generally diy pftor tie ndna, 
and they have sandy heda. 

The remmDder of the diatrirt preflenta aeverBl varietiee of Ciar*. 
deltaic fartnniioiL First, the big rive™ are tasy throwing ap 
eA^irn year after year, a procfsa of land fonnetion which is best 
seen in the Hooghly. Ite deep stream is constantly varying ite 
coanae, now swinging to the left and now to the right, catting 
awoy the banJi on one aide and rehuilding it on the other, and 
all the while fonning islanda or banha on the adea or in the 
middle of its bed Sacceeaive floods and deposits of silt or sand add 
to the latter, and thus gradually raiiie the cAan ponnanenlly above 
flood-level; or they sweep oway the molile deposits until no trace 
of the char ia viable. This work of alluviation and diluviation 
on chiefly at the river benda or at the pc^t of coaflueuee 
with other streoma, where the current is obatnicted or hecomes 
aluggiah Foe example, in the large bend between Guptip^r* 
and SiilhaSgar, or at its conflueuee with the Knuti at NayBsajrai, 
nnmeroQE ihntt have been thrown up, and the deep mid-stiewi is 
frequently changing ond incidentally fanushlng a fruitful aonree 
of UtigatioD. 

Further inland, between the Damodar and the DwirakeewBi, Unritodi. 
there is o tract of low-lj-ing land, which, unless protected by 
embontments, is more or leea liable to conidaut floods^ as the 
bonndory rivers, with their connected streams, are graduolljr raising 
their beds by annual deposits of silt and sand. In the reiTis this 
tract bccomea a ieot of water, from which the village sites 
stand out like Email islands. Owing to ite liability to sab- 
mendoni coltivdtiou is preC'aTiona. The peasant cannot count 
with certainty on getting a good crop of wiutei riee; no 
upland crops, such as jnte, du* rice, or veg^ables, can be s^ely 
grown; and roads cannot be properly kept up The smaller 
stieams also come down in flood, and frequently change their 
cotixses, intertwining with one another in the lower parte of their 
courses iu the moei unexpected way. They also add to the general 
uncertsiuty of the erope, for if they deposit alluvial sail', excel- 
leut orope are raised, but if sand, the land becomes sterile. 

In thhnaa Arimbagh and Kh&nflknl, covering au area ct 261 
square miles, these conditions add conriderebly to the difflcultieE 
of administratioo, direct postal communicalion withMooghly hoing 
often intermpted in the raios. The general elleci, however, is 
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that the laod level in being slowly laised, and in time the greater 
pwt will probably be raised io high as to be above ordinaiy 
floods. 

In the tract bounded by the Hooghly and the Dfimodar the 
riTera are lestraiiied by etnbankTiieiita, and^ the lev^ of the 
coantiy being eomewbat higher,, the eropn are fairly eooure agoinat 
floods. Thie area can be broadly divided into two aectioiiBtt the 
high Tiparian etripe of land along the banks of the livera and the 
eancer^fihapod depresfliottB between theHL The iormer are more or 
leaa occupied by village sites or high lands growing jnte, ButimiiL 
rice or vegetablea. The depreodons are turned into oaLtensive rice 
holds, or, if still lower in level, fona long maiahea. TCTieae marshy 
depresatons are especially ntimeroas in the Serauoipore sab- 
divisioD^ being found between the Hooghly and the Saraswati 
the D&nkunl marah)|^ between the Saraswatl and the Kausiki, 
between the KausikI and Kank D^odati a^d between the KQna 
Demodai and the main channel of the Dkmodar* Another pecn- 
larity ie that most of the smaller atreama have more or less ailted 
ap and have no visible outfall—a fact which aceoiints for the 
fr^nenoy with whieh the name fraud (one^yodj ia applied to them. 
lE^nch silting up is paitietilarly noticeable in the Hooghly subdivi¬ 
sion above the Kink Nadr Numerous small ohannelfl drain this 
tract during the rains, but they are ao mnch ailted up, that there is 
no current after the cea^ation of the monsoon. The stream is then 
represented by a auccession of atagnant pools in the deeper parte ol 
ite bed, while the bud, being undrained except by percolation, 
becomes water-logged. ThSuaa Folld, Dhani^Vkhali and Fandufr, 
furnish num loua instances of this feature of the river ayatem, 
ScisBBT. The seen ly on the upper reachee of the Hooghly has a quiet, 
if aomew^hat monotonoua^ beauty, its bank being lined with 
orchards, white-washed houses and temples, interaperBed with 
elumpa of bombooa, palms and other trees. In the lower reaches, 
however, each bend of the river aeema to open np a freah 
vifila of modem itliUbj and the impreseion of commercial and 
industrial activity which these convey la confirmed by the 
rivt-r-borno traffio of steamers and litonches, barges moving slowly 
along, Isago boats, of a model oentuiiea old, with flimey aaila 
outspread, and small ekiffo (jjdnti't) going from bank to baulLi 
Above Trihenl the quieter viUage Ufe prsdominotes—^men bathiag, 
women going up and down the bank with water-jars, boats 
mocred alongside or plying on the river* The bank itself ia lined 
with palms, bamboos and mongo trees; while the cAarr ore covered 
with aplniidid crops of vegetables^ tohooco ox mustard. In the 
interior, the same scene ia reproduced cu a smaller scale on all the 
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lai^er 'waterwaya. Away from the iiTeimde eTeny villago ia 
snrrotiaded hy groves of maDgoea and bamboos, with featheiy 
palms and tall coconata liEtog above thenu This belt of Tegelation 
U ringed rouqd by helds of jute or aatiuun rice; and in tie 
lower levels are widoetretohes of green winter rice spreading down 
to the edges of muddy reed><mvered marshes. Owaflionally daciog 
the rainy season, after very heavy rain, the marsh water riaoe to the 
level of the villages, sometimes oven overflowiDg into them-, and 
the whole conDtxyside is eenverted into a shoot of water, oomraoni- 
eatioa being kept ap by boats or by means of paths over the 
embankments and the boundaries of the fields. 

In the nplands of Gogbit tbfinatho scoaeiy changes. The land 
heeoiues midnlating and is less liable to floods. The linnmaiit 
groves and thick nudergrowth give place to eomb-juagle and 
dumps of larger trees; the depresnons are fewer, and the fields of 
winter rice less cmnmon ; the streams have sandy beds and & rapid 
Oouise; the villages are fewer and more sparsely populated. As 
one proceeds further west, tho scenery growis mom pictuiesquo, and 
furuishes a oontrast to the somewhat monotonous scenery of the 
plain which occupies the remainder of the district. 

The district is mainly the product of its rivers, and is still Rrrn 
watered, drained and partially changed by them, Hence for a 
Correct knowledge of ita physiograpby, as well as of its economio 
and sanitary conditions, a deecription of the river aj-sf em is of no 
little importance. Under this term are included, first, the largo 
rivers, secondly, the smaller streams, and lastly, the village chan- 
neis. The large rivers are four in ntmber, vis., the Hocghly, 
formiitg the eostem bcnindaiy, the Dftmodai separating the Sersm- 
pore subdivision from the AximbSgh tbAna, the Dwftrakeswar 
forming the dividing line between the latter, and the Goghat 
thftua, and its contiiiuation, the Rupnirftyan, forming the south- 
wcEtcm boundary for many mfiea. The smaller streoms, ae a 
rule, flow from north to south and are either the otMioote or tribu¬ 
taries of the big rivers. They are fairly aomerous, and form the 
main drainage channels of the district. Among them may be 
meutioaed the Behula, the £jin& Nadi, the Kunti Nad] (also 
called the Mngrk Khfil or Kfinl Nadi), the Seraswsti, the Kausitl, 
the Eontul with the 6o^Iu8gar,the EUk with the Jnlka, the Eani 
Hamodir, the hlad&ria, tho Besik or Sanlibhflngi, the Kundee- 
wari, the Kina Dwarakeswar, the fi&nlri, the Jhutnjhnmi, the 
Aniodar and the Tixajuli. Laatly, there are the villoge channels 
draining the village low lands, which in the mins usually join tho 
larger streams or discharge thdr waters into one or other of them, 
bat are often so silted up w to have no visible ontfajl After 
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the rfiinfl ti&iT welter m loet luavDlj hj pezeotaliottp all that m 
left being stE&gaant poola in the doopor portioDS of the riTer 

The weetem bank of the Hooghlj is high and, where not 
ocenpied by hoiiaea, la ooTered by thiek Tegetation, except where 
c/iarA have been thrown up. Tbo D^modlr is embanked 
all alung its eastern bank and la Luw-lyipg on the opposite eide^ 
The DwSrakoswar ia bounded on the west by the uplands and 
fM>utbwarda from B&l! DiwiULganj by embankmenta, with the 
result that floods are ooiiflned to the river bed and the low-lying 
Ar&mbagh and Kh^oikol tbinoa In the iveistem pari of the 
Hooghly and Bemsixpere snbdivisione the narrow ^ted-upohaiinela 
are unable to carry of! with rapidity the Tolumo of water 

which poura into them in timefi of heavy raia. They coaBequeutly 
overflow^ eati^ng c'opsiderable damage to the csropa in than as 
SriataOBgar and Chandfloli in the Serampore aubdiTMiou^ and 
lower down in th&na Jagathallabhpur and the eastern port of 
thana Amta in the Uowrah diatiict. 

Hdoghlj* The Hoogbly liTeri or,, m it should be more oorreetlj dewribedp 
the BhSgltathi braneh of tho Qangea, has three diatinet aectluoa, 
the upper section from the point of bifujoation to ita confluenee 
with tho Jidangi at KadiSp tho central section from Kadi& to ita 
confluenoe with the EOpnar&yau at Hooghly Point p and the lower 
flection frt>m HcngMy Point to the soa. The eentral section ia a 
Ettle moie than 130 miles longi of which 50 miles lie along the 
eastern boundary of Hooghlj district. The river find toticUofl the 
district opposite 8&nlipur^below which it tums to the a;>uth-eEist past 
GuptipAra, Ballgarh, Jirot and Sukhsagar (in the Nodii district}, 
forming seyeraL large cAan as it swiD^from one aide to the other. 
From BukhMgar it runs eontb-wed: to TribenS and than nearly 
eouth np to Hooghly town and Chinsura, after which it foUowB a 
Boutheriy couisOp winding alternately from west to eastp until 
M&heah ia tonched. The river then flowa nearly south up to the 
outfall of the Bally Ehah whidi is port of the southern boundary 
of Hooghly^ Th^ channel narrows from south to norUip being in 
the winter mcnlha about three-quarters of a mile wide opposite 
Uttorp&rap half that width at Hooghly and £4nsberi&, and a little 
less thou half of it of Guptiparfi. In tbe rains, when the ckarB and 
ifilaudfl ore fiubmerged^ it become mors than a mile wide and as 
much aa a mile and half at Uttarp&rS. In the eummer tKp river 
Bhriakflmn^ m breadth, and the height of water foUa considerably. 
It U navigable by large boots and river steamers throughout 
the year; but in the hot weather navigation ia precorioua for 
xiver siesmerB in tha northem reaches, os the depth of water falls 


tHTftlOAL ASJ’ECTS* 


7 


to 6 feetp and tha otannolp wif^diDg- rapidlj bam enat to west 
tLroagh the rAar^ and ielaods^ ie veiy tortacma. 

The meftn Wei of the water is affected not only by flooda, bat 
aUo by tides and bores. Daring the freshet months, Joly to 
September, such a Tolome of water is brotight down tW no tide U 
felt, and the earrent is known oe tk-Maa or one-aded. In the dry 
season the apward tidal stream and the tidol rise and fall are felt 
distinctly throughont this portion of its couise- The high water of 
the spring tides oomes np to Chinsura between three and four ia 
the afternoon. Ha velocity, which at Oalcntta ia IS miles an hoar, 
dlmioishca os it advances northwards. The differenoe between 
low and high water is “ to 8 feet at Oliiaanra, the differenoe 
l^ween neap and spring tides being 3 to 4 feet. Parther up, the 
rise becomes smaller and smallor. Bores oocnr in the hot months 
(March to May) at perigee springs, with more nr less violenosi 
acooPtlingas tidaloonditions are favomable or not and the southerly 
hreosea ore strong or feohle. The bore dioiiiiisheB in force in its 
passage np from Cadentta, and at its highest may he 3 feet high at 
Chinsura. 

The banks are generally sloping and closely cultivated. Sandy 
cAari have been formed on both sides of the river, «.g., at Gupti- 
piira, Bnlagaih, Jiref, Bandel, Bhadreawar, BaidyaUti and 
Mahesh. These cAars are generally unoiiltiTated, being coveted 
with grass, and often impede navigation in the hot weather 
months. There sre also aeveral ieknde in the bed of the river 
above BsnsberiA, e,g,, at Tribeni, NayAsarei, between Jiret and 
BaUgarh, and opposite Ohagdn and Gnptipirf. Pine raU mope sze 
grown on them, and vegetables, especnslly and water melons, 
m cnltivaled for export lo the Calcutta msikel. Seme of Iheee 
islands must have been formed long ago to judge from the old trees 
ftfld tillages on them. 

The following streams join the river Hooghly from the west, 
vi*., (1) the Behnli, (3) Kfinft Nadi, (3) Knnti Nadi or hUgri 
Khfll, (4) Boidyabiti Khll, (6) Serampore Khil, uid (6) BsUy 
KhftL The Saraawatf branches off from it belew Tribem and 
rejoins it lower down at SinkrSil in the Howrah distriot. 
ThoBO are now small streama and add little to the body of water in 
the Hooghly. 

The next large river is the D&modarj. which m some respsola is 
even more important than the Hooghly. Jt entera the distiiet 
from the north between the vlUagoB of Shihpur and Habihirai, 
and flows south, winding alternately from west to east and 
separating the ArAmhagh subdivision from the rest of the district. 
Prom above BAjhalhAt it fonas the bonndaiy between this district 
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and Howralip luid then pasgoe eouthwnrd throo^h the lalter 
difitnct. Ineludiug 8 milea along tha boimdoiyi the total length 
of the river ia Hooghlj ia about 28 miles. 

Id the ELpp^f portion oi Its ogiirge the Dimodar bae a rapid 
floTv and briogn do^ vast qnantitiea of silt from the Chota 
Nagpor pUtean^ It leavee the Haz&ribdgli district at a height of 
odIj 582 feet above seadevcl, and it has a length of over 250 
mdea from this point till ita conQnonco with the Hooghlj^ In its 
lower reachea, therefore, it asstimes a deltoio eharaaieii throwing 
off diatrihntaties instead of receiving affluents^ Pormerly ita flood 
Toliime, pasaing otoog these hranchea, m well as down ita main 
ohannel, overspread a huge part of Hooghly and Howrah; hxi 
xnoet of them have now mom or less silted np, while the Dimodar 
itself is rsfitroined on the east sido by a high embanhmeDt* 
The restdi ia that its raviigefl have in reoont jeans been confined to 
a limited traot on the west, bat their efiecta in this tract have been 
intensified. After veiy heavy rsiofalh moreover^ it often threa¬ 
tens to overtop or breaoh the embankment, and causes no 
little azudety. Net only ia it justly dreaded for its destructive 
floods, hut it is also notorious for the frequency with which it 
ebangea ita oouiae. The changes will be described later in tbtw 
chapter. 

The bed of the Damodar h sandy and averages balf-a^mile in 
width* It is fordable at many places in the hot aod cold seasoofi, 
and ifl then not navigable by boata. In the rains il is nowhere 
fordable, and a few oountcy boots go down stream with cargoes of 
nee. Since the formation of a breach in the western bank at 
BeguS in the BurdwAn dktrict, a large quantity of ita water has 
been diverted to the Mundeswari throtigb a now known os the 
Sea& Kh&l, so that the main channel has shrunk perceptibly in 
sire and volume. In this portion of its oonrse the river is too far 
off ftem the eea to be affected by tides or bores. No iriands have 
been formed in its bed; but several sandy graffl-coveied chart have 
been thrown up on either bank, some of which are under cultb 
yotion. The banks bjo wellniefinedp and vsrj" from 10 to 15 feet 
in height* Cultivation often extends np to their margin^ bat on 
the west, as far the BcfiA Khii, the land is hugely covered with 
sand or otherwise rendered nncultivable for a width of about 2 
mil^ AThen silt is deposited and the water can W easily 
drained off, rich raAi emps are raised. 

The ttirdlarge riTer, the rhriialefiwttr, enleni th& diataitA 
ho^wn the Tillages oi MiuiajilghiU and HehiAri and fenns ita 
no^-westeTOloandaiy foirTmileB, sepiiniaDg th© Goghit thina 
fljBt front the Biahnnpnr auhdiTiaion of Bftnkorft and nest from 
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the mbdiTiEJen of Baldwin. After flowiut for 

14 tj^gh the district, it divides into two benches a 

^e Wow Ball Diwflnganj. The westom blanch, called the Jham- 
fhuim. after a oourae of 3 miles, enteni the Qhmi snbdivifioa of 
Mid.,opore sod falls mte the Silii; while a minor dMributarv 
oa^ rocnites with the Ssnkii. some few miles above 
Bandar. The eWein branch, the SBnhra, flows sonth-eaai 
thMUgh the ArBmbsgh and Khiaital thanas, is neit imped by 
adistnbataryof the Jhmnihami, and lower down, at Bandar, 
unites with the Silai to fonn the Bup,.3riyan. 

The of the Dwirateswar, as well as of its branches, is 
^ndy, and vraes fnem half a mile to a quarter of a mile in width 
It IS navigable only in the rains, when hu^ge oouptiy boats pa® 
up and dov^ to the Rnpnfirayan. Daring the repuundcr of 
the y™ ,t M forfablo at most pWa j and in the hot weather 
a bamboo foot-bndgo is thrown acrofl, it at ArtmbAgh town, 
m nver « net embanked m the nortliern part; but tbo banks 
are fairly ^gb, varjnng from ti to 15 From BiUi on 

the west aod from Mnhirakpnr on the east there are embnnknieats 
for some seven miles; whUc two more embankments extend 
from the i^nt at it hifuroates, joining one another a 

httb^ve ChipsA. The eastern embankment from MnUrakpur 

to“th^“^lI fi, preteetion 

to the villages en th^ We. Several sandy cAarf have been 

tWwm np “ «ther bank, which, as a rule, are Qponitivated 
near Arambfigli 1 01111 + 

^^BQpnArtyanb formed by the innetion of the SOli with Hip- 
I>wlrake8WBr near Bandar. It runs south, 

^ for 8 miles, forming the diatriot boundary, and is joined at 
the eitre^ south-east, opposite Rinidink, by the Kin A ^Dwarnk- 
eewBP. The junction ia not sliewn in the survey map. The tide 
RLn^ as ^ as Bandar; and the river b oavigsble throughout 
by Ws of three to four tons btirden and by ij inhmd st^eii. 

Among the smaUer streams several may be menUened. The Oiay-. 

distrSTbJ distriot, touches this SL. ^ 

Jstnot Uhw Baddipnr (m the Kslpa subdiviaon), and then 

^vidM into two branches, both coUed Behtib. The northern 
^eh idter a .^tona oourw falls into the HoogUy near 

This stream has a 

the^DAiiwU^“'^ ** pwbably a remnant of one of the old coumoe of 

SauSbif branchy off from the Dimodar jnst below K»tl« 

HuUmibAd in the BnrdwSn district, and flows sontinssst to^^ 
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BaTkilipur and tlien easi to Gopilnogat Then* cojicmalj 
it tnrDfl ncrtb-aoet^ mnning nearly parallel to the 
Baiaawat!, till it faUa into the Hooghly at NayisarAi after 
deaeribiiig a oomplete eemioircle* The upper part ia known 
aa the KlnS Nadi* and la iluahod antiimlly from the Eden 
-Canid ; the contrid part ia knowa aa the Knnti Nadi ■ aad the 
luw'er Mflch for a few iniles ua the Mngr& KhlL It haa eome flow 
of w'ater aU the year round, and large county hcaia go up 
from NayiaarSi to RajhSLt, a difitauce of 8 roileo- Iii old 
daya this at ream apparently formed a main chojinel of the 
BamodiLr for fiome time* It ii joined near Ukli in ita north-east¬ 
ward jonmey by the Ghikp whith ia fed from the north by the 
Kauiul aod Gopalnogar etreoma, and from the aouth by the 
JulkS^ all three draining thina Dhani^khali. The stream hna 
altogether a length of 60 ndlea* of ■which 44 miles ore in the 
Hooghly district. 

The Saraawatl branches out from the Hooghly below TribenJ. 
It flows ut first Bouth-east for a mile and a half, and then mua 
ROfUtht parallel to and within three miles of the main river* Behind 
Chandemagore it carrea to the scsith-west np to the village of 
Bnmi, west of Serampore lown^ and then goes flonth eost till it 
enters Howrah district, rejoining the Hooghly above Bankr^ 
Below Tribeni the river ia only 10 or 12 feet wide and a foot 
deep in the hot weather^ bnl in the rains its width increaaea to a 
qufi^or of a mile and ite depth to about 10 feet. Half a cenlniy 
ago it was a dead river, represented merely by a chain of pools * 
hat water wos let into it in oonnoetion with the Bden Canal 
scheme, by a cnt from the KAds Nadi near Gopilnogar ; and it is 
now even in the summer a runningi though tiny, straaoL, Though 
much lilted up, ita banka are fairly high (10 to 15 feet) and are 
Rtill densely populated, specially in the soathp where there are 
several large vilbgeSi such as Buxai, BakeA, Janli, Chandltall 
and Killpnr, 

Bm KhiL Below Tiiboul several creeks fall into the Hooghly after drain¬ 
ing the interior- The EOuthemmoBt of them is the Bih (Bully) 
£j^L, whioh forms the soathem boundary cf the district for eeverol 
nules. It dredns the DAnknni momh, and in now used oa the 
ontfall of the Dinkuiii drainage chonn^ In its lower reaches 
it ia navigahlo throughout the year by boats of fair size, and is 
not fordable. Both the bed and banka are cUyoyp and furnish 
exellent material for the manufactnre of bricks^ 

The western part of the Hooghly and Serampore snbdivisionfl 

Hmsaodmi* ifl bj severfll Btreamst apparently old offshoots of the DA- 

modal. One of these, the Ksui Dimodikri waa apparoutly 
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once a lai^ chaaaeL It branched off from the Domodar a foTr 
milce beloTr tioUmal:^ ia the Bucdwin distriot, but its moiitii ia 
now more or lea» silted up. It is Hashed yearly, howovoTf from 
the Eden Canal. Flowing Eouth, it is joined fiouth-east of Knata' 
nogur by the Kauaiki, the ceehunatioa of whloh has recently Ijeen 
taken up by Government with the help of private ooulribuiione. 

The oombiued stream then paaaes into the llowrob district past 
Jngatballabhpur, and falla into the HoogLly at Sijberiii, a luilo 
above Ulaberi&. In ibis portion of its course the stream, which ta 
Irown as the Kalsapft or Xansona Khal, has been con verted into 
the oatfoll of the Haj&pur Drolosge ChanueL 

The MadAri& Kdiil rises north of ChAmpad&nga and passing MndirEi 
into the HowToh district foils into the Dsmodnr above Amta *^*'**‘ 
town. In its coorae through Hooghly it is called the li&uaUnda. 
Recently, its overflow baviog caused much diunago to crops near 
Amts, the ombanbnieat along it has been raised and strength* 
ened. Originally this slream appears to have debonched from 
the Dimodor, but ita intake has been oloeed by the embankment 
along its western bank,. 

Between the Dkmodar and the Dw&iakeswai lie the I)eai& Bnii. 
Kbal, the Mundeswori, and the Khna Bwarakeswai or DbaUcisor. 

The Beeia Kbil has been scoured out by the Damodai pouring 
throagh the breach at Begoi iu the Burdwau diatiiot. It flows 
south throagh Arimbagh thana, nearly pomllol to and within two 
tnllea of the main Dimodor and falls into the Mandeswaii above 
Harinkbok. It is not shown on the Borvey map, but its dee* 
tmctive floods spread from the Mundeswari on the west to the 
D&modor on the east. 

The hlundegwari rises in the Bard win district, and flows KaMniri, 
Boath-eost till joined by the Besia Kh&l above Harinhhola, where 
it crosses the old Beoaies Road. It thea flows southwards ocd 
falls into the Kltuft Dw&rokeawar at Hay^pur. At ita janclion 
with the Besis Khil it is, in the cold weather, 30 yards wide 
nnd between 2 to 3 feet deep; while at Hayaipnr it attains 
a widlJi of 80 yards with a depth of 4 to G feet. It is fordable 
above Hayatpui after the rains, but small conoee ply up te 
Horinkholi throngboot the year. 

The Kiluk Dwsrukeswai or DhaUdshor branches off from the Esoi 
main Dwarakeswar at Ch&iulur, 2 miles above Arftmbagh town, 
and then flows soath-east ontii it joins the Mandeswarf at HaySt- 
pur. The cembiDed stream, under the name of the KknA Nadi, 
tame south-weet up to Khia&knl, and then south, laUing into the 
Rupninyan oppoate Rfinichak. It has almost eilted up at ita 
intake, and where il is crossed by the old Benarsfi Road, ie nearly 
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drj daring the -wiiitor moaihfi. Belo’^ BasantapUf it Enes^eafioa 
in fiisfie, and, where aroeaed hj the MftjSpur-Kbin&Jtal Ee^t m a 
nltiggitih fiwaiupj atieum eome 20 feet hroad and 2 feet deep. At 
Uayatpiir, before its jnnotion with the iTaiideawjLei, it k abont 
20 yoids broad; but at Sibandorpnri 3 miba fitrilLer dowt4 it ia 
eome GO jaida ^ide with a depth of 5 or G feet, in ike eold 
w'eather. Below Khinakid it k not fordable, and large boat a eait 
go up to that pWa from the EupoArAyan in the raina and early 
winter ; while smaller boats ply above Hayit throughout the 
yeaiH The southerly portion of Its Doarse from Khanakul to 
Raniehak k not ghewn on the survey map. 

The Aidodar ia a flmall stream which, ooming from the 
B&Hktir& dktriotr flows south-east through Goghit thenar pust 
Bhitargarh or Garh Mandaran, and is joined by the Tar^juli 
Khri i at the dktriot boundary^ The combined stream paaaea 
through the Gh^&l aubdivkion and falls into the Jhainjhami 
brunch of the Dwarakeawar river. The Amodar k not shewn In 
any old map, but it is meatioDed in the introduction to the 
Bengali poem CAatid$ os having been crossed by the author in hk 
journey hk home in Burdwan to the Midnupore districts 

The T&rajuli Khiil also riaea in the Bankur^ district^ and skir t- 
iog the aouth^westcm boundary of the Uooghlj district, joina the 
Amodar 6 miles below Hajfpur. Both these streams have the 
usual cboractcrktics of hill streamsi vk., a quiek current, banks 
of hard soil and graveUy bedjs. Except in the rains, they are 
fordable throoghout the year. 

Even during the few centtmes for which records are available, 
there have been man j great ohanges id the courses of the rivem 
in this rivenun district. In the river Hooghly the north- eastern 
portion of its oourae has been specially affecteA Hem several 
efiftrs have formed, and the channel has shifted eastwards and 
become more and more toituoan The map of Stavoriaus (1769), 
for example, showed Guptipara to the east of the Gauges, whereas 
it now lies west of the main ehannel, the riverj which apparent¬ 
ly once flowed just below thk village, having receded a mile east¬ 
wards. One main cause of this {Uversloii to the east was the 
shrinkage of the Jolangl Of Kbiri, onoe a large river which 
dkobarged a large volume of water into the Hooghly and eo 
kept its course fairly well to the sontL Now that the Jolang! 
hfla diminished in eizo and volume^ the Hooghly is tracking 
more and more to the east, and k encroaching steadily on the 
Nadil ride. Lower down* there have been some changes in the 
iharE, of which one may speciallj be noticed^ In the sevenilea of 
kat century an klatid was formed opposite Sindeewartati below 


EHYAICAL ASFBfTB. 


£3 


the eoUege at Chioaam, It grew in wm, and traee also sprang 

?Lq“ ^ ™"y “™w“ of 

1 ovn. 

THei® ifl a general improadon that the central molien of the 
Hooghly hoa grgwn shallower. Of its depth before large Euro¬ 
pean TeaBels hugon to go up it we have no record. The earliest 
meatron of its depth bj an European appears to be that of Cesare 
hedenci, who remarked (toSO A. D.}:—“From thenee Bator up- 
the ships dee not goe, beeatwe that upwards the river iaverv 
shaUewe and httle water*'; but, he adds ~-Iu the port of Patagan 
every jeere lade fhiitie or five and thirtie ships great and fiiuaU**. 
Acwrdiug to a .Muhammadau account, the Portuguese in 1632 
bad^ai^ W with .early two thousand pemona on board 
mooi^ in the nver off Hooghly towu. Again, in a letter of 

ul T. Hadraa, dated 31st 

« ^ed:-“We take notice that Captain 
Elhott hath bft a wntemg with you that it is haaaidless to goe 
up for Huge^ and that the Butch have shippe of 600 tons ^t 

ttis, taow that in the latter half 
of the 17th oentn^. ships, Uke the Fai™, and large sloops, like 
toe Arraatl and the Gamm^ came up to the English fad;oiy at the 
araie pl^ Bowrey's Chart and the Pilot Chart (1686 and 1703) 
diew 4 fathoms f water at Hooghly gradually increasing to 6* or 
6 fatho^ opposite Borftnagar. In March 1757, the three largest 
B^ps of the Com^uy's aavy, with 50 to 70 gnus, sailed up to 
Chandero^^ though ou a high tide All these facts g^ to 
wow that the depth of water baa really been decieasing, Thia 

fSTto'^f “P of the bed and 

Et£ ‘o ^0 diminished supply of water which it leoeives frem 

the Cuiidif ^ tiibutniies, like the Jolangi and 

Saraswatiare still more marked. The S,r«-sra 
^a™ where the thmee streams branch off (Tribeni, U., three- 
bnuded) » d^bed lu a Sanskrit poem, Psmn^diam,. as far 
Wkns the I3th eent^ A.D.; it is alee mentioned, with a 
ctajgo of name, ,u Muhammadan inscript ions and books 
of the 13th coi.tniy and later; and it is shown as a Wo stream 
m majMto late as that of Valantiju (baaed eu iuformXn 
ga^ered m 16G0-70). It is a mistake, however, te suppT^C 
rt formed the mam channel of the Hooghly, though country 
Ws sloops undoubtedly used it for inkS traffic, sa 

forj!!rir^ *^^li Apparently, it 

WW water ^lu the KiuA Nadi through a Ldl 

branch taking off near tJkli. but it gradually silted u^ until in 
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Beunell^fi time (1779-81) it lind dwindlod do’mi to a JiniaU stream, 
andt eieept for a mitefi, liod IjoooiEie a dead riTef utiBavigable 
after the ndm. Latelj^ eome water has beo^i let in hy a cafe 
from the Kfiiia NadJ, bat not enough to pemit the pa^o^ of 
cargo boote throughout ita length. 

miitDfkT. Xhe ohaagOfi ia the coiuae of the Dlniodar baye been not 
ool^ nuineroiifi^ bat ako important in Tiew of ^bo efeot they haTO 
had oa the hietoiy not only of Hooghly distiiofe;^ bai tdeo of 
Howrah and Bnrdw&n^ They can be only briefly touched upon 
here. Boginnit^g from the norths one of ita old braochoa was 

BiuH the B&nkA, which now rigea tu fehina Qal^^ flowB past Burdwfia 
town, and Mia into Iho Khiri, which in its turn joins the Bhilgi- 
rath! 6 miles aboye Kalnft. Beaoella Atlas shoWE the B&nkn ae 
branching off from the DAmodar. n Uttle soulh-wefit of Burdwan 
town and faUing into the Khiri^ and then into the BhfigTiatlu 
aboye KiloA aaat present; while, after the jonciion with the 
Kh^ri, a branch (eyidently the preseot BehuH 1} went south¬ 
wards, debouejiing lower down above BalS^orh. In Yalentijn's 
map frjVcfi 1670) a largo stroaTo branched off from the Dimodor 
some distance beliow Buxdw&n and aboye ^^Silimath’* (Salim 4bAdJi 
and going north-east fell into the BhAgirathi above ‘*Aniboo*^ 
(AmbikA KGln4). Judging froni the position of ita outMl, this 
waa most probably the old oonrse of the B4nk4« 

The mofit important of the old obannels by which the Domo* 
dar found its way into the Hopghly were at Nayftsarii, 3 miles 
above Tribenl. Here traces ol at least three elmnnek can stiU 
bo found. The northommoet and shortest channel aeems 
have pafified north of the old village of KulingTSm and then 
south-east to NayAsarAi, south of Boinchi. PunduA and Khanyan, 
The middle channel, wbioh was probably next in point of time, 
flowed south of the old fort at Knlingram, then fionth-east to the 
north ol DwArbasini and MahAnAd, up to MagrAganijt and then 
nurth-eofit to Nay&sorAip The high embankment extending for 
8 miles from Tiibeni to Mah&nid on the west was apparently 
raised to protect the adjoining country aguinst its inourrions. 
Between it and the Bret ehannel there ia etill n long line 
moiehea, o&Ued after it the KhaujAn marshefi, while iiaces of 
IhM beds ore found in the Kiw rear PoudnA (Ihe first channel), 
and in the Kmitnl and Kodarmiti near Dwirbftrini One of 
thfifie two channels, probably the Beeoud, ie riiown iq the map of 
Be Barros (15&fl46l8)^ and oko in that of Blaev (1650), as a 
large stream flowing first south-east and then duo east to the 
Bhigtiatbb Bonth of ChanmA and north of SAigaou. The name 
OEaumA^flOriiveab that of parjfaiw ChaumuhA (font mouthed) ^ 
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^ j™«d ch«.mlud» p„l.p, ,1^ 

O^aHi. mjpof A«.(iUtod A. D. laSl.bQl land on older 

“* •'»« 

oMlSb'^^' bmoob o( (io nsmodor Jdflod um 

*o ^ r^-'’ >1“ todoo.. ooo™ b„„^ „ 

b^ ^ 0 '^1. “ i»t»™«b-ot. di™™«. doog 

It ^ °' ‘'“ I” TADtIjV, ™p ,b! 

oay«U of a fltroam la mdicded above Tiibeni, bat ns Ita whole 
Loarae is not ahow,., it oannot bo atatod definitely whether it 
repwBOuta the mouth of the aecoad or third ehannoL ^In RonneU'a 

^ L? appenra in Goetaldi’s map, probably Jwii«t to 

Bltoftt the intorior; hot DeVarroa, follow^by 

tl,« ^ ^ main diaanel oppoaite Falta Readi- and 

^0 upper mouth is to bo identified with that of 
Deodar at Siibaria, a mile above tJlnberifi. In the ta™ 

the im cooti^ the lower ooiuoe ia named Raapaa or RaapUva 
and Mandalghat. the former being a Butch Cd lbeu£ ^ 

iith*^ "rJT' 1 '“*‘1 river 

^th amaU ndanda at ita month and ia cXi Jan Poido or JdU 

th ” acoordiog to the chart of iryn 

tfe ^ fladAif of thepalm-leaf chmaicka of the Jeganaath tompb 

“PPoar, therofaro, that the ^oA Bamodar 
formed the mam aoutherly ohonnol np to the beginning of the mh 
oentory; ita ame and importance are still markedly the lomr 
» both rife .nd bj lb. p^nd.... ^ 

hiinti. In Eonndl'. tra. it bud ooiud to b. . bu*. rimon, 
lb uppw OMW, ^ «ntinurf np to it. ^ fi.’!.-. 

The present channel of the DAmodar can bo fMc«l ♦« *i, „ 

w ^howa os 000 of tiia loaia oEniiuokp It rwnJfl k 

h.re di.tbn.p.1 tb. ,bnl. „ .vlT 


le 
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Ihiji 


MidMi 

Kh^l 


Khil 


Hnjide*- 

w«l. 


Water bron^ht tlowa bj the D&modari as if 4 C4pa<dty dimi- 
ttishes hj more than half from the bend at Bolilpur to Amtk 
and by one-eighth from a point 16 miles weat of Burdwin 
to Amt a. The earplns flood-water partly spilt over the cjoimtry 
and Was partly diecbarged thcoti^h other ohaDnela^ ancli as the 
Biak&f Kan A Kudtf KftnH Dd.tnodar and MadAxii KhAl on the 
left sideband the Mnadeswaii and Klin ft Dwimie&war on the right 
side, Oxodually, as the eastern branches silted up at their months^ 
this became the maie channel, but it spilt for several mllea on 
either bank and probably widened and deepened its bed below 
Amts. About 65 years ago, the left aide was eomplotely closed to 
spill by a high (^tinuons embankment» while the right aide waa 
cleared by the removal of 20 miles of old embankments. After 
this, the river overflowed the western tract annually for a distance 
of Boveral miles, till 30 yeara ago, when a great flood burst throngk 
the right bauk at Begnft and sootired out a long channel flowing 
parallel to the main stream at a distance of about 2 miles and 
finally sweUing the volume eonveyed by the Mnndeswarl. The 
combmed stream, after joining the Klui Dw^akeswar, instead of 
coming eastward into the Dftmodar Khfth has forced its way south- 
wards and now fulls into the ftnpnftTiyan oppcaite RftnTchiik^ The 
main channel has shrunk perce^ibly; while the combined Blruam 
runs wider and deeper, carrying a large influx of^water into the 
Ropnftrftyan In the flood seaaon. 

The Madina or Eftnibandl Khll is ebown in Eennell’s Atlas 
(1779), It now rejoiufi the Dsmodar above Anitft, hut in Renuell’a 
time it did so aevei^ miles bwer down near Bagniu, Tmm of 
this old course still sfarvive iu a number of ftahua or long deep 
pook in ite bed, and also in the present Bftnspftti on the east 
of the Bftuiodar. 

Ou the west one finds in Beuneli^a Atlas only one kige branchy 
vie,, that debouching from opposite Rajhalhit, which threw off an 
offshoot tow'ardsthe Kanft XhvftrakeswaTf and after being joined by 
the Kana lower down, fell into the Damodar above This 

is now knewu as the Damodar Kh4l and ite offshoot ae the Gujft 
KhaL, but the Kftna Dwftrakeawar no longer folk into it. 

The Mnndeawaii is an old stream, which, according to hie bio- 
graphy, was omesed by Cbdiaoja about IdlO A<D,, and by Kavi- 
kunkHD, the author of the poem CAnjidi^ towarda the end of the 
16th century. The river k called in these works the Mantreswar 
and the Mudol. In Talentijn^s map tha combined stream of the 
Mundeswari and Kftni Bwamkeawar k shown as a large river ksu* 
ing froTTi the D^nodat above Silimatb {Salimihad) and falling 
into the Fatisghfttft river (the modem Eupnirftyan). lu 
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ReaucU a tho Muadeswan Jalk iuio the Kflna, hut ifs unoer 
connse la not ahown. In the embantmoiit map of 1854 and the 
p«MQt enryoj map it k entered under the name << Moondaau™'- 
with t™ tnbutanea on the east, Tia., the DaiunU or “Bnuflain - 
and the Sankan or “Shankeehhanga.” Theatieam, after leceiving 
a™ t^o tnbut^ea aW Chanderhimn, ran south and wo* jorned 
bjtlwGQjAor GogfiKhsl; then turning flouth-weal, it fell into 
the Kaua Dw^eawnr ahoTe ChlngriA Yilhge. In the embank- 
ment map of lSo9, prepanjd after the remotal of the embank- 
meuf a on the nght aide of the river, a change is noticeable. Pom 

tbo east, the Baehurda 
KhAl, the Singer Kh^,!^ and two unuaniod etrennis. The Tirsit two 
jomod the hj^t two al«ve Panluhari. and the river thua fonaod 
foU into the Muadoewan aboTO ililaiiehA, which in its tam shifted 
itecouaeanulefurihor west falling aa before into the Kana 
above S^nee the formation of the Begni breach a 

te water has boon passing^ngb the 

^rhT eaaternniofli of its old ^nnoU. 

rhe IfeEqa Khil falls mto the iCuDdeawflif a littk nbova Trai4 

KAnfi l^Arakeswarat Hyetpnr below the old somaphoxn tower, 
m inflni of water Deodar has increoaed the aae of 

^^Mundefiwan, and inoideatuUy made ita bed clayey instead of 

laially, the DwArafceawar itself has uudenrons flcvci,.! ■ j i - 
c^ng^ It « map {circn mO) 

ea^ of Sjanabidb (JahinAbed) and Cauua Coel lKfaanatuind"“' 
aa falhug into the Patraghata river (Rnpaaravant Thi. 
ia evidently that of the EanS LcwaTahcswar or Dhalkishor 
after ita junction with the Mund^arl flown j«sst ^ 

present coaiaa appears m Whitchurch’s map (I7761 « r 1. 

Wr on the e^, and • Bewaugung • and ^ 

If ‘ Go^pour IS correotiy pW>ed. the Santpi bmuch wa*. then ^a' 
main ^annel flowing further east. In RenneU’s Allaa however 
the old KankiJone la shown as Ming into the Daniod^^l the 
pre^nt mi^ being indicated only sa a small ehaimel n „ 
Rajgarh. In both the enrvoy map and the 1 

of 1854 the present ooume is entered, tt^fher with^To ^^^ 
of the river into the Jhumjbmni andX Sa^rir 7 "“^ 
while the oldKAPA is made'to join the 

then, rtinning south-east, fall into the Dimodar Khfil 
the removal of the tight embankments, aU this changed the^iJ 
map prepared [m 1859 ) after the removal ahow^t ’ * ^ 

mning south^we^ ChingriA to the ' 
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opening of ttie lireaeL at Bogni, tho Mundefywa3^> now mndi 
Bwollen in TolLime, jmned the Kftnl at Hajitptur eoveial milea above 
ChingriA; and at proeent their united wat™ im iouthwwis into 
the Hupnirayan It may be added that the month by which it 
debonehes at Chfindiir Lb raueh dlted npi. and that the KAna> 
rooeiriug no wator from the parent etreanij ©accept in the flood 
eeafiOEt in a doggish and ahallow waterway until joined by the 
Mnndefiwad. 

Aft rogardfl the present I>wS^ateswar^. its old course Beems to 
hfiT© been along the Sankrfl hrancht according to AVhitchnrch; 
the Jhumjhumi apparently branched out smbscqueatlyf to fall 
into the main ciannd, and later on into the Silat after a tortuonfi 
conrse. All these featnreB are shoTini in the ©tnhaiikinont map of 
1054 j and a Inter embanliTtient map alee ehewa the Sunkra na 
the medn channel. At present both the ebannola aeeia to b© of 
equal importance, 

Oefwni oBciilatioiiB of tho D^modiu* and its connected etimrna 

e^abliflh on© important fact* vli,, that the dreame have a general 

nsniDdBita tendency to ahift from south-oast, to south, and then to south-west* 
Another fad brought out dearly duritig the enqniricHi about the 
Domodar embankments waa that the presaot main channel is too 
narrow for its flood discharge and that, confleqQootly, fipiUIng over 
the bonks cannot be aToidod. Tho maxiianm flood discharge of 
thia riTer, which dnuiia a catchment basin of 7,300 mlU^ west of 
Burdwan, would be about COOiOOO cubic feet per Becond i while 
the oopiicity of the chaunel at the Selfilpnr bond is only 163*681 
cubic feel* at Santoapur {18 milea lower down) 102*954 feet, at 
Serumpore (33 miles from f^elalpur) 95^237 leotj and at Am t ft (43 J 
milcfi ^low SoMpnri 70,915 feel only. Hence the rmnutenanco 
of complete lince of ©mbaiikmeutB on both rides, on their ©ixiriiug 
rites, was found impoerible during heavy floods. 

LisKi There are no lakes in the dUtriot, but a number of huge 
catdnnont barina are found in which water flccumulatea during the 

M4fisifBE. fonuing long merca and marriiefl. Towarda the closo of the 

rains the lower landa are couverted into ewumpa suitable for the 
cnltivatioa of winter rice ; and the lowest landa lying between tho 
raUed banke of rivera become jhih or eiteneive ewampa. Theee 
jhiii ore partly drained by rivulete, but genoniHj contain water 
in the dry monthfl. The largest number of rnarshefl ia found in 
th&nns PMiduA and PolM in the Hooghly aabdivirioni in thinna 
Cbftndltda and Kriflhnagar in the Serampore aubdivirion, and in 
thftna Khftnftkul in tho Ax&mbagh Bubdiviriou. Seyeral tnoiehca 
are of conridorable rize, th© Kbanyftu marrii between the 
- old riU©d*up ohonnela of the HamodaT in thftna Pandu&i the 
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marsh between the Qhi^ nnd the Klp& Nodi the D^nkani mamh 
hstween the Hooghly atid the Saraswati^ which is now drained hy 
the Diiihiini drainage ehannehi &nd the maieh hetweea the 
DAmodar Khal and the Ken a Dw4r4feefiwar in thann KhanAkul. 

The leedfl grown on theb baatii lire sold for mat! ing; and their 
water is need to oome extent for imgating crops of angaicace and 
spring rice. 

With fhe exceptioa cd the Goghdt thfioa, the entire dktrict m Uianoor* 
oUnvial in formation» In the river beds sands and sandy are 
eommon, the oand being brought do^n from the npkndfl daring 
floods and deposited w'herever the stream is oh^meted. The 
conntry inland has also been built up by rilt depofiLtf^ the eastern 
part by deposits from the Hooghlyt the western part of the 
Hooghly and Serompom snbdirieioas by depneitEt froin the 
DimodaTi and thdnas Ardmhdgh and Khdnahul hj the combined 
deposita of the Damodor. the Miindeawa:[i and the l>w4nike&war* 

The depth of the depoats may ho realized from the fact that in a 
boring made at Ohandemogore Enbangoliir gtavol of qtmrta aad 
felspar were met with ol a depth of about 150 feet** The scrfoce 
presents the genorsi appearance of cupahaped depressionB between 
high river hanks; hut fdight ditforences ore obBervablo in tho aoil. 

The silt deposita of the Hooghiy and the Saraswalz ore clayey^ 
rather stiiE, not oasity pemieofed by water^ and honee hard to 
plough; while the ailt of tho B&modor is lo am y^ is easily 
percolated, and thoroforct more inahle. The tnwf farther west 
oousists of loamy allaTiam wfth a aahsoil of tonodous day and 
ghutirigj It) to 30 feet thick, beneath which are found green sand 
or other alluviai depots Tho groat or part of the Groghat thtna 
is nocky^ oonaiBlmg of the low laterita fringe of the Bankurfi 
uplands or of aUadam mixed with Uterite debris, Tho only 
minerals oxt rooted are lateiite and kunkar in thina Goghit 
and fine sand in the Kina Nodi at Mogrii, Lirnestone is said to 
bo found along the border of the Midnaporo district. 

There are no forests in the distriet, but patches of aqnib- Botut 
jungle oeonr in thana OoghAtf where plants eharacteiistio of dry 
uplands moke their appearance, such os spedos of 
Wefidlmitia^ Slips^ and FttJeuiu^t which are not found, or 

occur only as planted species, in the rice plain. The vegetation is^ 
on the whole^ howevor, somewhat sparse, lacking both the large 
trees of the uplands and ihe luiuriaat undergrowth of the lowlands 
The rest of the Ariinib&gh suhdividon is too much cut up by 
rivers and creeks to permit of extensive otiltLvation, and has the 


* B* D. OldbAm^ JOiMaal ^ Af indift (iSaOji ^ 4^ 
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tusnal aquatic plauts and manh weeds common to nHuTi^ limds. 
The tract Mwoon the DAmodar ottd the Ilooghly rontoibs the 
plants generally found in Lower Bengal, lioth cultiTaiM and 
wild. Pirat. there aie teeds, aedgea and aquatic plants in the 
maisbea and swampy rico fields ] next, weeds, shrul* and BtuoUer 
pbuiis in the fields and eoranions a little higher up; batly, 
siiiTounding the ullage itself, a belt of bamboos, coooanuts, palms, 
miuigora, figs, jaefc and other treea. The river banha, where 

not occupied by housea, fff'Ait or roads, are lined with bamboos, 
figs, tamarisks and date-palms Tilth thick undergrowth The 
c/iar», being usuaUj sandy, have very few t^s; but where 
covQt^ with dUt grow oit'elleEit ralt and dightly rwiscKi^ 

rice cK>p InUnd, the tanks and stagnant pools covered 
with lotufiea, lilies, both Ifqge and ^noU, and other oqu^ic 

variedt«. Genorallj spettking, the mo^ noticeahb botatdciU 
feaitwe of the diflirid U the lustmant growth of pknt life 
natarol to a aoil of great natural fertility with an abundant 
rainfolL. 

ZoowQT. ThedoTnefttioanimalflof the district intlude oow^ buffaloee^ 
bdlockfl, poTiiefl, gottt% dieep, piga. cats, doga fowls, dacka aod 
pigeons. Oxen are akioflt umversally agricultural work 

and for draught. Goats, sheep, pigs, ducks and fowls are reared 
for food or for sale; aod in eomo of the towns a few geese, 

Auiiaftifl, tnrkojs and guinea4owk. Among wild aijimals. leopards oro 
fairly connuou in the nortli of the district from 1 alaginh to 
Guptiparfi, oro also found aUewhoio* Stavorintis, writing 
about 176^^-70, says that ‘Uigois are very numerous in the woods, 
and often sally out into the inhabited plaoea; there are likewise a 
vast number of wild buffaloes in the woods.”* Both tigers oud 
wild buifaloea have long rinoe disappeared,^ the Iasi occasiou on 
which a tiger is reported to have bwn seen being in 1S30 amoog 
the ruins of Sltglon. Monkejrs abound all over the diBlrict, 
especially tho haittif^dn or Wild 

hoga are common in some ports, and do o good deal of damage to 
crops in the Hooghly subdiTiaion. Jackals ore niunerous, and 
other common mammals are the miisk-mta common rat, mouflOy 
small gToy-striped squirrel, civet cat-, and mongoose liarcfl 
occur in some parta, efipeeially round DhauiakhaU, but are nowhere 
common a Doer have long rince been eiteiminated. Both the 
ordinary ftmall bat and the flying fox are frequents The 
Chmgetia porpoise {oalled is common iu the Hooghly^ 

• Aftcordiuj? td tluS ladiA fflur tiguri irere WUt^ nc*r CkSuMf* 

ITS*. 
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From iU flesh k ml oil, supposed to haro much efhcaoj 

in of rheumatism. 

In the cold weather HuipO) many kinds of teal and duck» and BanJa, 
other water-fowl abound in the numerona JAih and awampa, 
Wodora of many kluds ore common^ besides puddy birda, aand- 
pipers^ egrcta, greeti-shanksp eto.^ while Tultnrefi get a plentiful 
litiag alopg the banka of the Hooghly* Several kinds of kite® and 
hawks may bo seen. The eommon crow and many birds of fine 
plumage are also fairly frequent^ jftJSi kingfishers oE several 
varietiea, wood-peckera, fly-catchere, etc* Partridges nro not 
found. 


Both kinds of crocodile aiefonnd iatho river Kooghlyj viz*, the iteptii™, 
g/iaridl or long-nosed ciocodile:^ and the Himb-noEed crocodile, 
known as kurnlfAtr; but neither is common The iguana or gaisdihp 
ooonrflj and also somo smaller lizards. A EmuU hikrTnlfttw 
graaa snake and the Jhdmin are common; while the cobra and 
the kiraii are frequently seon 

lusecU of all kinds, butterflies, moths, bees^ ants, beetles^ etc,, 
aboand. Locnsts have not been known to do much damage in 
the district; bnt a flight waft seen to pass over Hooghly in 
190L* 

Many kinds of fish are caught in the the rivensj maishes, FTaii, 
fields and tanks; and the fiaherios are of considerable 
value* Sliarks also are not uncommon in the Hooghly, and 
cMXhafiionally seise children bathing. The following am the 
principal spedes caught for consumption. (1) Estuarine jSsh 
suoh os bAetki [L^tes cak^ri/&r}f Mltd or Indian shod {Ctup^a 
//it.A-a)i (Mu^tt Psirm), Mu^rd {Ctupen Jimhfiuiit) and pAfnd 
(Maeonda TusHd^rdm), Theee come up tho rivets for bleeding 
purposes and are caught in large numbers. Mango-fish or tap^i 
(Poiun^^iu^ P'iradi^m) are caiight in the Hooghly river opposite 
the towns of Hoogldy and Ghinsum. (2j Of fj^-wator fish 
found in rivem and taokst the most valued ore various membom 
of the Indian carp family, such aa ruf {Lab^o kditd {Cafh 

fifwAtfWflrtf), mirgei (Cirrhind mrigtiln) kdiMm (Ln&eo cir/Aatu) 
and bdid {Labed bdtd). Other apedes largely caught and sold 
nrs cAifff/ {Nt>i{Lpiarm {Barbus jwmuob 

{Trickiga$t€r /i^§e{dtut and T. ehnna), pdbM (CdU{cA&rus pabda) 
and tsngrd {Alacrofm tmutd). {3j In the rice fields and in the 
>Ai/s and roadside drains, smaller fish are caught^ each os tbdndd 
(AvMbauii tifima, A. ra^gff. A, bacuhs), m^mh (Aipia^iparta 


• Tbff above iKounJ lb? Vaont of Uw digrtrict Im Wb MEUribfite4 hw 
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J/orar), {Barbui pwtnv, eto. They fom Tuloabla lujceesodea 
to the scanty diet oi the poorer oIubbos. (4) SeToral £re«h ifater 
fish thiiviLig in muddy Btagiuuit ’w'qtof are highly piiaod, 94 /,^ 
ttiAfftir (^Cianut nnJ^ifr), koi., (Antifiue titigi ^Sl^cf^JAr^lfieA^^e 

foa\U»)f tol {Ophiocephalaa and im {Ophtocfphaim pttncia- 

fut). The first three are presoribed for iavalida ojid ooDTsleaffiSute, 
(d) The riyere alaonbonud in orafitaoea, especially ehrhnpe, prawns 
and craH ’^hi^^h are largely eonsuined. Oystom have not l^n 
found nitlda tho district, but other moliuscoe are not wauting- 
Tbey ara not used for food, hut tho Bhells are burnt for the 
fuanofacturo of lime. 

The dimato of the district, on the whole, ditfere hut little 
from that of Caknlta, being hot and moist. The weather is 
pleasantly cool, howevei, in the cold season, whieh lasts from 
Norember to Fehniary, the mean temperature foiling In 05“ F. 
in J anuaiy, with a diurnal Taiintion of 3U* to 25*. During this 
Season the proTaiHng winds are from the north and north-weet, the 
mean preBsuni liang from 39'90 to 30*05 in December and 
Jan miry and falling to 30*0 in February. Muoh daw is pcect- 
pitated in the first two months, and humidity is reduced to 
60 per cent, of aatuiation and the aqaetras pressure to *450 in 
February. Clouds almost entirely disappear, and the rainfall is 
scanty, uaually not exceedieg an inch. After the first week of 
ifovember oyclouea from the sea also cease, hut ^orms ocean 
aionally spring np from inland. 

The hot season begins in hlarch, and continnes fill the first 
week d June, The wind blows from the sea, Teering from south¬ 
west to south -f and the mean presenre falls slowly from 29'90 to 
29-60. As the sesEon advances, the weather grows hotter and 
hotter, tempered, however, in tho aftemoon by a fairly cool 
Efla-breeao, the temperutnie rises from 80“ in March to 105* in 
the first week of Jane, and both day and night grow almost equally 
hot, the mean diurnal variation faUing to about 16“ in May. 
Humidity and aqueous vapour pressure increase, ihoagh slowly, the 
mean humidity rising from between 60 and 70 per cent, in March 
to between 70 and 80 per cent, in May, and the mean aqueous 
ptoesure from *660 in March to *860 in May The number of 
cloudy days inereosos, and rainfall rises to over 6 inches in May, 
Hailstorms occur in March and April, and a few land storms in 
March. Sea storms first begin to be frequent in May with some 
severe cyclones. Towards the end of May and the beginning of 
Juno, the sea biecae often fails, making the days sultry and the 
nights oppressivo, this being the prelude to the burst of the south- 
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The isiny eea^n begi^ with the amval et the ^tith- Rain^ 
west monooDUr generally in the secoiid week of June, 
lasts till Optober. TI 10 wind bbwa steadily from the seSj 
vearing from south to south-east; and the wind presaore 

foUa from 29^60 to 2d'4o in July, riamg again to 29*70 iu 
September. The air becomes some what cooler with the abundant 
rsinfalb temperature falling from 105® in June to 75® to 80* in 
September; but the dinrual Tariation is small, being not more 
than 10*. Humidity is necessarily high, rising to 90 per cent* 
of satuTiition iu July and Aogtist ; and aqueous Tapeiir prossuro 
is higher than at any other time :n the year, being *950 to ] 000 
in July and "950 lu the other months. Cloudy days are 
relatively numerous, and the iMulaU heavy, the largest montlily 
fall, nvt-r 12 inohea, being iworded in July and Aiignst. 
CyoloDOB and storms form ia the uoith-weet comer of the Bay in 
the lust three months (July to September}, Though not so hot, the 
weather is trying and sultry from the middle of August to the 
middle of September, this period being vulgarly known oa ^ • | PacM 
liAdira'*, v., the seddon month of Bb^dm. 

The Boath-west monsoon returns seaward behreoo October and 
the first week ef Novembor. The directioo of the wind ehangea 
to north, and the mean pressure, though very variable, rises to 
29'00. The mean tempersituro faBa slowly to 7d* v the days are 
fairly hot, but the mghte become eoolcr, the diurnal variation being 
15“* Humidity is reduced, but very slowly, to 75 per eout* and 
the aqueous pressure to "800, Dews become heavier and more 
frequent at night, clouds decrease, and the monthly rsinfsll 
becomea less than 6 inches. During the retreat of the monsoon, 
storms and cyclones ore froqueot, some of the severest oydones 
occurring iu the laet week of October and the first week of 
Novemlw^ 

The dimate of tMua Gogh&t diifere somewhat from that 
fetched above and is more like that of Binkora. It is drier 
and somewhat oolder, less rain also being received in the cold 
months. In the summer it is hotter with loss of the sea-breessT 
and with a email minfaJL la the monsoon scafij>n the raiiilail is 
rather heavier, but owing to tho more undulating aature of the 
ocuntiy is more easily drained off< 

The rainfall of the Hooghiy district is ordinarily ample, OAinfaU* 
averaging nearly 59 inohes per annum Its fiuotuatioee are,, 
however, considcrablo, varying from 42'8 inohos in 1895-96 to 73 7 
inches in 1960-01. The minimum recorded is a littio over 39 
inehea in 1873 and 1874 ; and the maxima are over 76 innhee in 
1871 and over 73 indho® in 1883 and ^1888* The* heaviwt 
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montlily faUs v'era la S«pLemW 1900 (31*97 iaolieB), aiid Aug^ai^ 
1885 l36'33 inoh$B); whilQ thft keavl^ iall oft a woglo day (9 70 
incihea/ waa raoonled oa Slst September 1990 

The iollowing table eho'nB the average rainfall at the three 
recording staUcBS for the cold eeaeont the hot eeason and tho 
moDsoou BeasoD, respectively;— 


StotioXL 

Tears 

recorded. 

November 

to 

Pehitwty, 

Maroh 

to 

Muy, 

Sum 
to ! 
October. 

Annual 

a.Yemg&, 

Hooghly 

3T-40 

243 

9*89 

1 45-71 

58*03 

^ SeF&mpore.,. 

29-ao 

2*44 

8*52 

48*22 

5918 

] Ar^mbagh .. 

29-ao 

195 

8*15 

4876 

58*86 

1 Average 

2*27 

8*85 

47-56 

1 58*69 
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CHAPTER IL 


HISTOBY, 


Fnou tho ootiflguratioD of the dlatridj a low-lyiog tract, fravened Pi*"!*- 
by aamCTOiia riTsra with a aeriea of manshea betT^-een them, it “li’j'j,, 
may be prosiuned that iU earliest iuhabitauts wore tribes of 
Gshornieu aud boatmett. This sopporitioD is confinued by the 
predomioaoce, dowu to the present day, of fishing castes like tho 
Kaibaittas and tho P^dls. Tho fornior^ indeed, can be traced to 
very early times, their name being found in the I/anu SttHUd 
aud the two great Sanskrit epics, the ifdeidyeao and Mnm/i4riita, 
and alse in the colloquial form of jEVra^o ia Asoka's Pillar Edict 
V. The P&gdis seem to hare been au aboriginal tribe of West 
Bengal, whose origin is iudicated not only by their nou-Sans- 
kritio name and their peculiar featurea, bat also by certain 
customa to which they still adhere and by their low positiou 
in the Hindix ^ial scale. The Knibarttss predominate in the 
south, tho Bfigdia in the north and west; while the Sadgops are 
alM found in strength in the westom tracts, where they may have 
migrated after the SSgdiB. 

At the dawn of history this part of the country was probably Emr 
included in the territory held by tho Sohmas, a tribe mentioned 
in }u:ttaposition with the Angaa, Vangas and Pundras in tho 
JHafiMdratii and also in the itaAdtAdihyit, a gronunar dating back 
to the second century B- C. In the epic the Suhmas are wid to 
have been bom of the qneen of Bali by the blind Brihmao sage 
DTrghatamas, while aocordieg to the J^draaffa^uUat one of tho 
oldest Jaina scriptures, Sutiff-Mewii* or ^ohma •'land, was apart, 
apparently tho eastern part, of (Sanskrit Eftdha;. These 

references, fragmeotary though they are, stford somo greouds for 
the belief that the land had been oolooised by Aryans, including 
Brihiaans and other high castes, long before the birth of Christ.* 

There can bo no doubt that in tho tliird century B. C. the 
territory of the Suhmas was included in tho vast empire of Asoka 


• Fqt to Snhnu mud Eldhi^ vbm Bf, M. 
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whicli extended over the whole of Bengid ofi far m the montha of 
the Ganges aiiQ up to Tamndipti (the modem Tamluk)* Thej 
nmy indeed have heen suhdaed before this by Asoke’s grandfather 
dmndragupta, or even earlier by the Nandns, for in 336 B, 0, 
Alexander was infermcfd of the power of the Gadgaridfio and 
Pni^, whose king had under him a foree of 20^000 horse. 300;^000 
fool> 3j000 chariot fi and 3*000 ot 4*000 elephants. The capital of 
the Fr&rii wa^ ut FataLipuim. (l^atna) id Mugadhaj and tho 
Gungoridfie occupied all the countiy’' about the mouths of the 
Ganges. They are mentioned hy Tirgil in the third Georgio, and 
Ptolemy dofioribee their capital, Gauge* as on important seat of 
commerce on the Ganges, According to some* the dte of this 
capital WEM. at Sitgioiit though the theory dooe not appear Te^y 
plaufiMe. However this may be, the tract included in the present 
dLstrict must have shared iu the ciyilizatioa of the Mauijan 
empire, though ao romaiiis of that time have auirived. The road 
to Kalitigtt pnibably pufflcd then* as later, through i hina Goghit 
ot a little to the w'ost of it| and it ia most likely that a number 
of BrihmuuB and other high castes migrated here from up- 
country* and that a few Buddhists and Nigmnthas (Jainna) also 
settled in the latid^ 

Sevexul coEturios later this tract became absorbed with the rest 
of Bengal in the Gupta empire* owing to a ^ucceadul c.'ouipiugn 
by Samudrogupta iu the fourth century^ The recoid of this con¬ 
quest is contained in an inficription on the Iron Pillar of Delhi* 
’flrhich asaeris that ** when warring iu the Vaoga country, he 
oontrouled and destroyed the enemiee confederate against' hiul»^^* 
A century later wo find the Sahmaa distinctly mcutioned im 
Dasa*B poem Itaghutaitna (ri/cn 480-490 A.D.), wluchi m 
describing the conqueets of Boghu* soys that *4rom him> the 
rooter-out of the uDheut* the BEihmaa saved their lives by follow¬ 
ing a cane-like course, as against a river torrentThis 
reference to canca beuding before the stream h quite appro¬ 
priate to such a Iracft of reod-borderied marEhee and rivera oa 
Hooghly and the adjoining districts. 

(in the cliaruptiou of the (Bipta empire the Suhmae appurentlj 
became independent* the A a or story of the ten 

princes, etotiog that the Suhma kingdom extended eo far south 
that it included Damolipti and the sea-ocost.^ In the begiiiniug 
of the seventh oentury, it appears to have been conquered by tho 
powerful king of Bengab Sasanka of Kamssuvarua (Gaui) j and 

• JSiMicry ^ Indim, ( 1900 ) p. £ 7 &, 
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& few years lafcer« ia the eeooDd quarter of tliat centiti^. it became 
a port of the great empire of Siladitya Horshavardli'ina, The 
SuhiDO, however, wtiA apparent!j nnknoivn to the Ghiuese 
p%rini Ttum Chwaug (Hiaeii TBiatigJj wLo^ in deKCribing hh 
travels in the middle of the Boventh centiiry, mentions only two 
kingdoms in south-west Bengal, vis, Kamasuvartia and T&mrulip- 
ti. It appears, however, ocoiudonaUj iu later Sanskrit worksp the 
latest leference being in the P^eamdai^sti^ a work of the 12th c^n- 
tary, which me [itious Vijayapurt (probably NadiiJ as iU capital/ 

The name Eadhft now BUpeiseded Sahnia an a conmion design¬ 
ation for Wosteni Bengal. liadlia, we know^ was mbdividc^ into 
a northern and aontbern tract, each probably with a separale ruler, 
and Hooghly would notarally fall within South ItAdhi Accord¬ 
ing to three T&mLl infionpliona, the great Ghok emperori Eijendra- 
chola Devo, ie said to have conquered South Badhi w ifh its king 
Banaanra in I0ai-2y A.D*/ kit thie alleged conqnoat connrit have 
been more than an inroad, aa no traoea of ChoLa dominalion have 
been fonad^ and South Blldba is mentioned aa a kingdom 
iu the PrabodAa-effandroda^amt an allegorical drama composed 
at the end of 11th century. 

In the 12th oentary Chodoganga of the Eastern Ganga 
dynofity followed up his conquest of OrisBa by invading South* 
West Bengal. According to iiiscriptious, be defeated llm ting of 
MandAFpi the Sanskrit form of Mautkr&n in iltkna Gogbat, and 
appiirontly aunesed his country, which mclndid Tamluk. The 
acTthem and eastern part of the diet riot, however, parsed into the 
baode of the Sena kiugs of Bengal, for the tatanaMam distiactly 
puts Subuia, with the eaored Tribeiii, nnder Balliila Seua.| The 
DatuodaTp therefore, moat have then formed the south-we^em 
boundary of the Sena kingdom. 

The country remained cmdeT Hindu rule for some time 
longer, escaping the laid mode on Nodii by Muhammad^- 
Bakhtyar Khilji in 1199 A.D. By 098 H. (1298 AJ),)p 
how'ever, the northern part of the dMrtet hod paiaGed into the 
bands of the Muhaimnaduu conquerors; for Zafor Kh9u^e mosque 
at Triben! bears that date, aed hia Madiasa la dated a few yearn 
Utor, Tribeni, and afterwards S^tgaon (San&krit SaptegiimJ 
woa the head-qnarteTs of the loc^ Mtihiimniadan govemorsr and 
the importance of the latter place wojs recogniaed by its bdng 

* SI. 9f. CtoknTuti, J, A, & 0., 1906, pp. 46, 6A. 

t Stmik ImlitHi TmtcrifiiMt. I, JV 9Cj H, 106^17 ; M^hib Jrci. Smr. Btm 
for iwa.{]y, pv>. 70, jh 17. 

t M. M. C1bikfjr«itl. J. A. s. IL, ie06, pw 110 . 

s M. M. ChBkTBWlv J. A. 3. D.. 1006^ pp. 44, $0. 
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made n miut-towD: the earlicHt exiatlng coin nuntcd at S&tgaon 
IB dated 729 H.(1329 A,D.)** Its important uiay ako be 
gathered from the fact that when in 13S8 A.D, Fiilhr-ud-dla 
hfiib^k Shih rtbellcd and killed Kodr Kbau, the GoTeiraor of 
Lakhnauti, one of hU after sookiDg that town and 

plaaderiQg the treneur/f waa to secure possession of B^tgSon oa 
woU aa of SaoiigAon, t Looal legend aaserta that about this time a 
Muhammadan warrior saint^ named Sh&h Safi-ud-dTn^ OTeroame 
the Hindus under the chiefs of Fandnii apd Mah&n^d^ and in 
1340 erected a mm^r at Fandui to commemorate his yiotoiy. 
There is nothing improbable in the date ascribed to the (Zibari 
but the legend has not boon oorroboratedby any anthentie account, 
and b at Tariance with the fact that the Muhammadans bad been 
in poesOBsion ofihe country as far south as Tribeoi before 1298 A.D, 
In any case, however, their sway did not yet extend beyond tho 
D&modar | for according to the palmdeat ohronicles of the Jagan- 
n^h temple at Puri, the* Ganga kingdom was bounded on the north 
by the river Danei Budhi (tho Jan Perdo of Europeans)^ an old 
form of the name D.|modar^ The sabdivirion of Ar^rubfigh and 
tho part of the Serampore subdivision lying south of tho Kant 
Bamodar were, therefore, iaduded lu Orissa. 

In the time of the Delhi Emperor Muhammad Sh&h TugJilak 
{1324-51;* Muhauimadsu Bengal was divided into three BUb- 
provixioea with head-quart ere at Lokhnanti* S^tgfion and Sun&T- 
gaout S&tgAon being placed under Iziz-udnlfu Yahyi Axam-ul- 
Mulk. Subsequently, when the Sult&us of Boogol had ocqniied 
independence^ the three suh-proriiiceB were reunited under Sihandar 
ShAhf the second of the lino (1358*1390) ; hut Bitgion con¬ 
tinued to bo the scot of a local Governor and n mint-tow"n,^ 
It is not known whether it acknowledged the tulo of the Hindu 
usuiperi B.&j& Kansa Ganeah (1409-1415), but it certainly wns 
a part of the kingdom of his son and moc^mov Jadu JaUl-ud- 
din Muhammad Sh&h (1415*1430)* Mahmud Shah I, who over¬ 
threw Kansak grandson ^ ooniinued to be iu pofiaeBsion of SAtgaon, 
and according to two iuscri^ions of hifl reigu, his son, Prince 

■ CmUic^m* of tkf mmi in i&jiiia IS07, KeU^m Wri^tl, Vol* II 

ppigE SI, Ko, 324 j Liii of coimr i* Ikt Lmkoro Mmst^rn, No, 2* For m 

»il¥er ISO mintod mi i9Sti£ion, mm TSemtu' €kro»teht a/ 

p, 214^ Btid Tmdim //, p. Nfc 32&. 

tlUSatp III, 243. 

I For thnM iilf er eaini o| SifcwlAr Sblb miotod mt SitgiaD, mi Co f^de^mr cf Hm 
I mdiam Morntm CUmt Sir J&n« Bottrdilicni, toI. 11, p 155, Km, G6 to GS 

§ Two litv«r cdni of LEiiqliiltd Bt SUgBOD KTB dumbed by Sb Jmn^ Bvofdil- 
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Borl^ak Shih, waa its GoTamor in I4b^, ^'bile Tartiyat Khin 
built II moeqno there in 1457. 

Tho extent of tho S^t^^on goveraorahip varied according to 
vigour of tliH Govoroora, but generally q>eaking the BAmodai 
formed the boundary until the time of Iluanin Shfih (1493-1520), 
when if a limits were extended beyond that river. Aceoiding 
to the biogruphiefi of Uhaitauya, the Yavnoa rule spread west wards 
up to the Mandes^'ari river, and southwards up to Piohhalda 
on the EupnKriyan, and they speak of tlie dostmetion of 
temples and of the dread eieoted by the Yavaoa ting^ which put 
a atop to travel io tho western part of Hooghly. Wo also know 
that one of Husain's generals, Ismail GhSri, seiEed the fort at 
MandAran,, where there is still a tomb ascribed to him ; so that 
almost the whole of the district was included iu Hufisiu Shih'q 
kingdom. 

During the weak rule of Husirio ShAh^a deacoadauta^ the 
extent of Ifuhnmmadaa territory waa gradually reduced^ until 
the last king Mahmud ShAh UI was ovetthrowTL by 8her Shih 
In 153G. iTiat vigorousnioBawb subdivided Bengal into seversl 
eulj-proriticefl, each with a separate governor and all under the 
control of Kazi Pazilet, This syst em wasi, however, abolished by 
Sher Shah's son Mam Shah, on whose death in 1552 Bhams^ud-din 
Muhammad Bhsh GhAzb tho NawAb of Bengal, became indepon- 
dent and occupied SAtgAon** Troubled limes followed Bengal 
was eeized by the AfghAn Governor of Bihar^ StilaimAn Koiurini 
while Tclingi Mukunds Horichaudan, the last independent 
Hindu ting of Orissa, conquered Soath-Westem Bengal up to 
Tribeni. Ultimately, ta 15ST-5S, SulaimAn's army attacked the 
king of Orii 35 a while at Tribeni, aud forced him to retn^ to Port 
KutsamSf probably tho modem Koteimul on the west bauk of 
tho Damodar. SulaimSa'a son, Bayszid, aud hie gcuersl lllabA* 
bad KAlApahAr, then invaded Orisea through the hilly eoontry 
kuown by the geuorio name of Jhirkhand. Internal revolt 
having broken out, tho Orissa king hurriedly letirod southwards 
and was killed w'hilo fighting the rebcl& After this, SuIaimAn^s 
army overrao Orissa and annexed it oe far os the ChilkA lake. 
The name of the conqueror still survives in the town of SalimAbid 
on the Dimodar and in SulsiminAbAd; but his chief 

chiim to fame is perhaps the skill and vigour with which he 
consolidated tho Afuhammadau power in the newly oonqucied 
temtory. 


* for a dXvtT et Shuni^bl-dio, dal£d U. (ISIH A. D.J abd ndaUA ai 
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Tho Afgliaii ral6 ooUftpeod, honreverj io tho bandB of Lia bod, 
tho hnodaomo but inefficient Diud Shili HaTing defied Abbar, 
he Traa foieod to fly from Patna to Satg&on, and was nest 
deoifdyely defeated at MuglmlDiAii near Taktoi m the Midnapora 
diaitict, a battle which Becurad for the MiijKbala the Boveteignty 
of Bengal. On the death oi Ahbath governor, Munlm Khin, 
Daiid again revolted, but was defeated, mptnrod and eseented 
at Agmahal, his head being sent to the Emperor (1576). 
The eonquest was still far from effective, for the formidable 
rebellion of the military soon broke out, and the 

Afghans in Orissa took ndvantoge of it to Invade Sonth^Wed 
Bengal. Their leaderj Kutlu Khan, defeated Mii'sa Najat Khin, 
the Governor of Sitgion, who fled to the Periugueae at Hooghly, 
and for four years Euidwfti! and Midnapore, with the inteifenlng 
Bubdivision of ArSmbagh, became the theatre of war between the 
Afghins and Mughala. Ultimately peace waa concluded, leaving 
Katlu in posaession of Orissa. 

In 1590, hoetilitios were resumed by Min Singh, the Governor 
of Bihar, who invaded Oriaaa, advonctug through Burdw^n and 
halting at Jahinibld till the niiiit w'ere over lienee he sent a 
detachment sonthwards under his eon Jagat Singh, who woa 
defeated \ but Katlu having died, a peace wna again patched np. 
Another war fdbwed in 1599, w'hea Min Singh, marehiDg 
through Jahfltiihid, routed the Afghins near Midnapore and 
annexed the whole of Orissa.* In 1600, during the temporary 
abeence of Min Singh at Ajmlr, the Afghans under Uamin once 
more revolted anti, having defeated the imperialists, ocenpled the 
whole of South-West Bengal. Man Singh harried bnck, defeated 
the Aigbftus at Sherpui Alai in Blrbhum, and forced them to 
retire to OiisEa-t Tlrere wna thus atmoeL incessoDt warfare for a 
quarter of a century, and it is not euiprifilng that Akbor's historian 
Abol Karl gave Bengal the name of mcauing ibe 

‘home of revolts,' 

The di^rict of iloeghly did not osoapo the horrors of war, 
for the Arambagh snbdivirion (with the adjoining parte of 
Baldwin and Midnupoio, through which the royal road poseed) 
was frequently ravaged. A graphio description cl the anarchy 
and oppre^on prevailing hos been left iu the introduction 
to the poem Ohandi by Kavikankan, who towards the end 
of the IGth century was forced by the exactions of the tai 
collectors to migrate from his home in the Burdwin distriot 
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to AndA m Midnapor^ difltrictp then under a Hindu chief 
Inland trodo was at a standstill; the ooioago was debased; the 
lands lay nnoultiTated^ though taxes were eliU forced from the 
people; reTenne and renta were &?rewed up to a high figure and on 
non-poyraeni both landlords and tenants were forcilily seisend, 
beaten and thrown into priBon ; life and property were iDsoenrep 
On the other hand, tlie tract lying along the river HeogM}% heicg 
farthest from the high road to Orissa, osonped tbe ravagea of the 
opposing factionflr anti was oomparatiTelj unmclestEKL Here trade, 
eapooially trade witli HarepeaTi coimtriee, flourished ; nnd it was 
during the AIgbAn rale that the Portuguese settled at Hooghly 
and establifthed the first Etiropoan settlement ^ This subjeci will 
be dealt with in the next chapter, 

Ihiring the long and strong adminktratlon of Man Singh Tns 
(l$ElO-160fl) the Afghana were gnidanlly brought under cent rob 
and the larger Hindu ^samTndflrs reduced to submission. Peace 
being restored^ Todar Mdl's reqt-roU—in itself only a eempik- 
tion from older rent-rolla with eliglit changes—wag enforcod. The 
Hooghly difitrict was now divided between thxea 
SatgAoUj Sukim&nAbAd and Mandirau.^ SAtgAon town^ although 
ite importance was diuiiuidilug with the decline of its frade^ still 
oontiuued to be the seat of the local governor, hut was gradually 
aujtorseded as a commercial fi^ntrc by Hooghly with ite large 
Portuguese trade. The latter trade, however, received a fatal 
blow in 16^1, when the Emperor ShAh Jali&n gave ordem for 
the destmotion of the Portuguofe settlemeDi, the fort being 
oaptnre+l and the survivors deported to Agra. From this time 
Hooghly beenrae the royal port of Sengab and the Govomor b 
hendquarterg were removed there from SAtgAon, 

For more than a ooutuiy after this niitil 17fl9) Ihcdistriofc, 
with the rest of Bengal enjoyed oomparative peace and prosperity. 
Gultivaiioa extended, and trade increased in spite of the oxodiorLs 
of the higher officials and the frequent iuterferenee of their 
subordinates^ The inland tracts were opeuod out, and the prioo 
of food grains became at times oxtroordinarily cheap, rice Wing 
sold in the time of NawabShtMa Khan at two onufts per mflnnd.t 
The soa-bome trade also flourished, for though the Portuguese 
oonunerce had foUen off, the Englisb, TVenoh, Ehitoh, Danes, 
Flemish and Qermaiis rU had settlomeuta on the banks of the 
Hooghly. The general prasperity of the country may be gathered 
from Benner's account In a word, Beugale abounds with every 
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ndc&&&arjr of life; and il; ia this abundoncMs that lias isda<H>d eoinimy 
PartngtiosOf half-castes^ and other Christians^ driven from their 
diSerent seillemcDtsbj the Dutch, to seek an osylam in this fertile 
kingdom. The Jesoits and AngaffLina, who have large ehniThes 
and are permitted the free apid uomoleeted exercise of their 
religion^ aasnrod me that OgotiH alone contains from eight to nine 
thotiaand Christinns^ and that in other parts of tho kingdom their 
niiniber exceeded five-and twenty then sand. On Iboth banks of 
the Gang(^ from Bajemahale to the sea^ is an endless number 
of clmciaolst ontj in bygone ag^ from that river with iminot™ 
labour, for the oonveyatioe of merchandise and of the water itfiolf, 
whioh ifl repated hy tho Indiana to be saperior to any in tho Wfirld. 
These channels are lined on both ddes with towns and villages, 
thickly peopled with Grentilos " EUewheret Bender in dosoriUng 
hifi voyage from Bipli to Hooghly, remarked—ity eyes seemed 
never sated with gating on the dehghtfnl coanfry throngh which 
w e pEKsodt ' 

There is^ however^^ a reverse side to the picture Bernier 
himself says that the Firinghi or Portuguese pirates of Chittagong 
'^scoured the neighbounag seas in light galleys, trialled galleosaea, 
entered the numerous arms and braoches of the Qaagoa, ravaged 
the islands of Ijjw'or Beagale, aud^ oftoa penotrating forty or 
fifty leagues up the oouutry, surprised and carried away the 
entiio population of villages on market days^ and at limes 
when the inhabit ante were fi^mbled for the eelobndion of a 
marriage^ or some other fert ivoL Tho maiuadera niu^Io slaves of 
their utihappy captives, and burnt whatever could not bo removed.’^ 
Tho oeooutit given by a Muhammadan historian, Shihftb ud-din 
T^sh, at tho end of tho 17th century, w'ould a^cm to show that 
Hooghly could not have eecapod tho raids of the Magh and 
Fiiiughi pirateSr for he mentions Hooghly, with Jessore and 
Bhushu^ OS places plundered by them whan they moved up the 
Qaugest* 

Except for such raids, the iutomal peace of the district wm 
only twice disturbed. The first oocosicin woa in 16S6-S0, ivhen 
war broke out between the Brifiah and the Mughab. There 
WEkS Botue fighting in the tewn, but tho BriliEh, oiter a temporary 
SUCCOR abandoned their factory^ and the rest of the campaign 
took place outside tho district. Ten years later a serious xebcUion 
broke out. &ubh4 SiLnghs a zamfudir of p^r^ana^ Ghitwa and 
• Baida ia the 0bat£l subdivision of the Midnaporo district, 
becoming diaaalLsfiod with the govemmeni, joined hands with 
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Rahim Khan, an AfghAn cMof gf Oriflia, Thgir lovien nY«TviT.f^ 
throngh tho Artmbagh isubdivieioti ta Bmdwan, dew the EajS, 
Ktishaa Rim, in battle, ood seiised hia family and property. Tha 
retain next took Hooghly nod aprand over West Bengsl, oapttuiDg 
Morakidabad, CoaBunboKar, Rajmohy and M&Ida. 

Tho fall of Hooghly wag due to the cowardice of Nurullah 
Khan, FanjdAr or militaiy coramondant of Hooghly, Jeaaoie, 
Burdwan and Midoapore, who, it ia said, tad long employed 
Iiiniaelf in oommerce and amasing wealth, and posaefsed notbing 
of the military character bat the name. When ordered by the 
Nawab te attack the rebels, he, after a long delay, gathered 
tt^ether some troope, marched from Jeroore and cioesed the river. 

On the approach of the Afghins, he retreated, and, having shut 
himaelf up in the fort of Hooghly, implored aadstauee from the 
Dutch ^vemor of Chiofinxo. The rebob, oonvinced by this 
puaillaniraaua oondnot that they had little to fear from the 
"merchant Boldier,” odvaneed boldly and lay aiego to Hooghly, 

So peisfctent and vigoroua were their attacks, that the FavtJdQrt 
alarmed for hia personal safety, fled acrosa the river at night, and 
mode his way to Jessoro. The garriaon, finding their comman¬ 
dant had fled, opened the gates, and tho rebels got posscsaioii of 
the city Tpithoat Iwss.* 

Shortly afterwards the rebels were driven from Hoggfaly to 
SstgAon by the fire of two ahipe which the Dntch governor sent 
up i but by March 1697, they held the whole ooantiy west of the 
HtK^hly river, and were closely investing the fort at Tanno, 

Their suocesses soon come to an end. Sabhi Singh was stabbed to 
death by the daughter of Krishna Rim. when ho sought to outrage 
he^ The imperial army, haraedly gathered together un^ 
Zabardost Khiu, son of the Nawab Ibrihim Khin, defeated 
Rahim Khin at Bhagwingoli in May 1697, and pnrwied him to 
Btudwan. In the meontimei Ibrahim Khin had been recalled 
aud Prince Aslm-ns Shin appointed in his stead, upon which 
^bardaat Khin i^red to the Emperor's camp in the Deccan. 

Rahim Khin, taking advantage of this respite, made fresh 
inenrrioBa into Bnrdwin, Hooghly and Nadia. He next attacked 
the prince's e^p in the outskirts of Burdwin, but was killed in 
the battle which ensued. His foUowers were then banted down 
natil ih.^ land was cleared of the Afghftn midem+t ^ 

This period witnessed seversl important administrative chaniHta . 

Three settlements of laud revenue to ok place, vis., (l) wju^te' 
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second hidf of Prino® ShAli ShnjA'e rule (1649-583, (3} m the 
time of MttBhid EuU KliiJi (ewff 17S3), and (3) in SbujA- 
od-din’s time (fi ts 1T38J. The {ir«* made no materml 
in Todar Mol’a lent-roU, but radicol reforma ’w'ora mtr^uc^ by 
Mar^d Kali Khin. Ue divided Bengal into 13 eA^Wdi 
instead of the pur^oua^ being mining, but »« 

cases subdivided. Under tbia aJm^^gement llooghly diainet 
fell ander two llooghly or SMgiioii and Burdwan. 

la the rovused rent-roll of BhnjA-nd-dla's time, the countrj ^aa 
divided into kh^ki ktida coneofiting of (1) large and sinall *omIu- 
dAriH and or caiatomSi etc., and (2j tbe^!/n‘* of the Fattjtiin- 
Hooghly district was apparently divided between the 
aamyodari of Burdwftn, and the small EamindAris of Mandalghfit, 
Aisfi and Mnhammad Andnpur, and waa assesBed to snyflrs of 
bakih-handitr, tt., port dues and ground rents.* 

The Emperor Anrangaab, always saspicioue of hie proconanls, 
set np a dual government in Bengal by appointing a Uiwsu. 
The miUtaiy and political administration was contmlled by the 
Nawab Nfiam ^ but the revenue and financial ndminiBtTation 
placed in the hands of the Diwao, who was appointed diret4ly by 
the Emperor. Both were to be guided by rules and legnlatiODS 
laid dowui in the • '*, a <»de of precedote peno- 

dicallv issued under the Emperor s ordeTB.t This dual 
ment'wos practicidly abolished in 1707, when the Diwan MniBlud 
Kali KMn aoeurod the post of Deputy Nfirim, and ceased a few 
years later when h© became Nawsb Kirim of Bengal and Onffia, 
BiiiSr was added to Bengal in the time of Nawab ShiijA-nd-din, 
who divided his satrapy into four divisions(1) West Bengal, 

(2) East Bengal, (3) BibAr and (4) Orima. The first division 
the ilawnh kept under his direct charge; nnd ewh of the other 
diviidoiis ha placed under a Deputy Narim.J 

Hooghly was under a or MiUtary Governor assisted by 

H.,wbit ^ ^ pinin, eaUed the ComptroUar of Cnstoma, or the 

Deputy Governor, in the English Factory recoids. The foUo^urg 
of Hooghly can be traced. MaUk Beg ww in charge 
from 1647 to 1607,S but apparently not oontmuousiy, for in 16«4 
we find one Muhanunad Sharif, who was deputed to fortify 
SangrAmgarh before the conquest of Chittagong by ShAista Khin,H 
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d$acirn)ed ike lato Fan/i/ar of Hoogblj* Malik Eaam, tia 
wa of Malik Beg, waa twice Govemor, viz., in 1068-79, ami again 
in 1674-81, He ia lefened to nofavonrablj in the Ecgliah recorda 
for hftwcg iaterfored with their Imde and exacted money from 
them.* He aeenw to have heeu saceeeded by “ Sttffede *’ Mahmad, 
whom William Uoilgoa, the English Agent, met at Dacco in 
November I682.t ’i'he latter was probably replaced by Malik 
“Bnicoordur” tBarkhwardar), who threatened to proceed against 
Hedges on a compLunt made by one Thomas Haggerston in 
November 1684,^ and was aubaeqnently depnted by the Nawsb 
to negotiate with Job Ghomock, The F»nt!i4r at the time of the 
fimt ‘emplion' of the Engliahia HoogMy town lOotober 1686), 
WMB Abdul Ghoni and in Jnne 1704 one Mfr Ibrahim was the 
Oevemoi H In the middle of 1708, Zifl-nd-dln Khin (Zeaade 
Cawn of the recorda), w-oa appoioted GoTemor direct by the 
:^peror and took charge ia May 1710.^ He was friendly to 
the English and other Eutopoans, bot was on bad terms with 
Mtirshid Kali Khftn, who selected Mlizi Wali Beg os Favjddr on 
his own aathority. 3 be two took up arnifl to sapport their 
claims, the struggle ending in the defeat of Wall Beg,** Even- 
toally, Zii-nd-dm retired in June 1713, on being tianfifeimd to 
Goromaodel as Dlwfin. 


^ In 1713, Mir Xarir become the Governor. In Febraaiy 
1714 he received from the British the value of Ra. 500 
in goods at prime coat, “it being a eastern of tuar»y yoara'standiag 
to give presents once a year to the ponwns in the Government at 
Uogly, a d those now there (though Tt-o gave them nothing J net 
year) hoviog been always friendly and obliging to us and ever 
worked so (w to get the stops on our trade token off A few 
months later we find him demandirg the surrender of the family 
of a TOcaldtrant aaolndlr, SitArSm, ihon hiding in Cnlcatti 
The demand was promptly complied with by the English, bat his 
present wait i^oed next yoor to Ea SdO.tf In the time of 
Muishid Euli Khan, another Foujddr, Ashan Ulkh Khin, 
attacked the Baukiboisat factory of the Ostend Company in 1793 
and onptarod it.?} Of this Goveraor a story ia told that ho hod a 
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fiaTotuite Koi^df (the city police ofEoer)^ who eotioed away the 
dfloghter of Dt HnghoL Aihan-UUiih IChin tried to ai^reon hiit^ 
hat the Mng^hiilB comploified to the Nawihp Murshid Kiiii Khani 
whohfidthe IT^ird/stoned to death/ Aahan-^Ullah Khia was 
transfeiTed by order of the noit Nawabt Shuja-nd-dinT who ooa- 
ferred the post on aa old friend Rr Kh&n aiiat Bhiij& Kali Khin* 
The new rapacity bronchi him into collision with the 

English, Dutch and ^ench, and ia mi to have mined the port of 
Hooghlj. On one oecaaion his eonSacatioii of some ISngliah 
goods led to the doepaleh of Britiab troops from Calcutlu^t 

The Fm/ddr Last named held offiea till 1740, when he took part 
in the battle of Qhertap throwing in his lot with the Xnwiib Sarfariz 
Kh^t against the ambitiotis Alf Tardi Kh&n. ilio vietoiy of the 
latter won for him the mastery of Bengal^ and ushered in 35 years 
of waip during which the knd hud little peaoe^ He foUowod 
up his Tiotory by marching through Atimbsgh aod Miduaporo to 
Orissa^ where he defeated MaEahid Knli KhAn 1I| Gevemoro! 
Oiusa and SarfarSz KhSu^a brother-ia-law^ and then seized that 
province. Shortly afterwards Mic Habibs with the adhonentH 
of Murshid KnU, revolted and [mprisoued All Tardi Xh&n^s 
Govoroor^ wherenpOD the Naw&b again nimehed south and qaelled 
the reheUion. IThile marching leiMirely bockj he waa met and 
sairoaiidod at Bnrdw&n hy a MorAthS army under Bhasknr 
Foodit, He lest most of hU baggage, artillery and tentsp and 
his half-fstorved army hud to cut their way through to KAtwa. 
The MarathAs then spread over West BoDgaI» oue body sebbg 
Heoghly. 

Mir Habib had for some time been riegotioting with the mor- 
ohauts of Hooghly, acd in porticnlor with two named Mjr Ahul 
Uasan aad Mir Abiil KidH| who were on familiar terms with the 
Governor, Those two merchants helped Mir Habib in the at ratugem 
by which he took the town. Coming one night when the fort gates 
were oloeed^ they sent word that they had itnporiant- news for the 
Governor* On thU, the gates were opened and Mir HaKb with 
15 men got In and eeijied the Governor* They then sent word of 
their Bueceu to a MaiAthi general, Sib Boo, who wa* w^oitlng 
doee to the town with a body of froops* Sib Kao at once marched 
on Hooghlyi which quietly mbmltted, and was appointed 
Governor of the towu. This expedition having produced mneh 
mooc'y, which arpsc from ooutributions or from the revenues of the 
country or from the port duties of so celebrated a luait, the MofiSthi 
Geuerol commenced perpending all the oonsequenoes and all the 
value of his aojoaming i n and he resolved to mate Kstwa 
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ils bettdqtUttfeM. Prom that time Mir Habib became hie Prime 
Miniatw; and that tianafugo, wbo was a vary adite nmn* uaed to 
tran^ busmesa wnietimcs at Kstw-tl and aomotimes HooKhly.*’’ 
In October 1743 BhSabar Paodit, irho hud begtm to collect 
reveaae from the ramladfiTS, woa defeated at E&twft by Ali Vaidi 
and driven out of BeogaL Nett year Bbiafcar e marier, lic^bufl 
Bhonda of Nftgpar, and Bilaji Rfio, the head of the Warathia at 
Iwea, advanced to Bengal niih large ami™, both of nrhieh 
merede^y pinndeied the towns and TiUagea of West Bengal All 
\ anh bought off Balajl and then advanced with him against 
Jiaghnji, who fled before the comhtiiod force. In 1744 lyhaA^ r 
1 audit Ktnraed^ 'Hio Nawab invited him and hia generals into 
taa tent at Mankum nnder the pretext of diacaffiing a treaty and 
had them murdered; he then routed the duorgaiimed llai 4 tln 
foicee and drove them ont of Bengal 

"7 Kii« fa™. ll» ».»,,» of fho 

Maratlias than he had to face a formidable revolt of his own 
A^han otEcere, who broke out. headed by his Cemmandw-in, 
chief. M^apha KhSn. The BhonaU chief also, enraged at the 
murder of bin general, sent a freshforco nnder hia son Jtnoii 
Jlueh ™aqu 6 red Oriflaa, and again ravaged West Bengal and 
^th Bihar. After several yearn of gnerOla warfare AH Vaidi 
bJiin, weaned by constant warfare and his eatremc old age. 

in J 751 , ceding to them 0 ^ 
SnbanaiekhA river and agreeing to pay 

this time M 

lus death in l,o 6 the bod bod a little breathing space; but 
10 he raeMtime the warn bad caused immense deetinction of life 

tha the J5ar^/..as 

Hagemfor the name is nsrf by 

BengaU mothers to fifighten their dnldrcn to quietness ^ 

TT"; f bot-hooded young 

Siraj-nd-di^, declared war against the English, (ho qnanel 

BW? H , Fort William and the massamerf the 

Block Hole. In Junnaij- 1757 Colonel dive and Admiral 
W^aon, having ^e up from Madiae with a conriderable force 
and reoccured Galcntta, sent au expedition against Hooehlv 
which sacked the town. Alter an indedsiTe bSlo tbey^Sd 

pier? rr rji! capfriranS 

^ ^ In Juno of the osme year the 

Ijttio of^y made the British supreme in BengaL A^r 
this the dislnet bed peace with the exception «/one short 
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iniorlade in 17S0, ■when an Eaglifili oruiy under Forde mat and 
defeated a Dutoii forw at Bidemii near Oluuidemngore. 

Theaecrot treatywith Jlir Jaiar Khan, accepted by him on 
June Sid, 1757, laid down in its tvielftb clausa that the “ Sdooia 
ebould not foitUy the riTei below Hooghly;* and the actual 
cession of the district to the British was the result of the secret 
compact coucludcd hy the Calcutta Council under the Governor, 
Mr. Vunsittart, with Mir KOsira All Kh4n, sonnu-law of Mir Jatar, 
by which they agreed to put him in eieoutive cha^ of the 
Kisamat, Us fourth and fifth clansefi stipulated that the Company 
ebould keep up a atauding army for the defence of the govern¬ 
ment and the provinMs, and that to keep up the said forw the 
countries of Butdwsn, Midaapore, Chittagong, and hedf the 
anniial produce of lime at SyUiet. should he ceded to the Comi^J 
ia perpetuity.t Though the treaty was agnod on the 2*^ 
Septemhor 1759, the ceded lands did not become sahjeot to tho 
Company till a year Uter, vm, in September 17C0.: The Hooghly 
district, which waa then included in Cham Baldwin, thua passed 
finaUy into the hands of the British; t though their * 
imsstasioti wsa not ratified d> tUl August 1705. when the 

Emperor Sbih Alam made a perpeinal grant of the tfl-cdm o* 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. The Kisimut, or rather the cnimnul 
faraudi, remaioed under the Kawah up to 1772, when Hoatings 
tranafericd the ooutral authority to Cslcutts, 

There is little record of the FmyV/dr* of Hooghly during tho 
last days of tho mle of the Nawibe. When All V^li Khin 
reined the throne, he put hie step-brother, Muh&mmod Tsr Khftn, 
ia charge of Hooghly port; and it waa his deputy, Mir Muham¬ 
mad who was unprisoued by the Mar&tbia in 1742. The 
MeT*tba Governor Sib llfto, appointed in his place, did not stay 
long, for on the defeat of BbSsknr Pandit he letroaled to BLshun- 
pur ia October of the same year.S In February 1757 the vreU- 
kuown Naada Kumar was Diwftn and acted as Fufi/rfdr of Hoi^hly. 
Mr, Walla, through Umiohand, offered him Ha. 10,000 to 
ba. 12,l'O0, on couditign ihai he gave no assistance to mo 
French—a condition fulfiUed by him-and later on dolled 
before him the picepcet of being confirmed pennaaently an 
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Ffmjd^r* Wdtfi appurently oould not eany out hia promiGe^ 
and at the critical time of Clire^a murdi to Flashy^ Shoikh Amiu^ 
UUali waa Governor of HcogMy. CUvo threatened to deitroy 
HooglJy, if he t^qa oppoeed^ on which AmiD-Ulloh tomely 
aubfuitted.t Mtihanvnind Umar Beg Khia ’wua Fauji/dr ia 1739, 
and waa directed by Mir Jfifar to aa^st the Engliah agaioat the 
Dutch. J Ten yeara later the of Hooghly luvcAted the 

Dutch fort at Cbiaaurap loth by bod and water, for non payment 
of cuatom dutioa. The hloek^e laated ten daya and waa rtdaed 
at I ho inten'ention of tho Enj^liah GoverameiLt, on the requeat 
of the Dukk Coaucil, which prombod to pay tho amount dce.S 
After 1700 there were a number of administrative changea- 
The Company at Orst conJirtod thomaolvoa tn tbo collcotlon 
of rercniie and loft tho oriuiinal adminlstmtiou to tho nativo 
goveraincnt at Mui^hidibfid^ Tho revoaue coUeetiona '?t^re 
made by a Suporitifeodentp Mr. Johuatonc, who was in charge 
of Hooghly aft woU as BurdwAu, and then by fiiiperviE^rii, 
of whoDi Mr. Verelfit waa one in 1763.11 Tho Chhota Xawib^ 
Muhammad Besa Kh^, wub iu charge of the Nblmat, being 
reproflonted at Hooghly by a Ftmj^idr. Iu 1772, tho Court of 
Directors notified their intontion *^t0 stand forth baTAwkn;** 
aud Warren Hastiuga then swept away the system of dual 
goverumenL Bengal and BihAr were dlvidod Into six each 
under a CoUeotor, aided by a native officer called Dlw^u, the 
Colleohir oombining in himaelf the powem o£ Collector^ Judge 
and Magifliralo, and also having control over the police^ Of the 
Calcutta was one and Burdw&Up induding Hooghly^ w'as 
another.H This syetem having proved a failurOp the admiuJstxa- 
tion of civil justioe ysm transferred in 1774 to Amiitf and the 
control of the police and criminal work to appointed 

at Murshidsb&d by the Nifb Narinii Mohammad Besik £ban, 
who Was placed in charge of the Court of Nirimat Adtbt« For 
this purpose Bengal was divided Luto foorteea distriots, of which 
Hooghly was one. In 1786 the eysfom w'as again changed^ Id 
each of the dx divisiDiaa a eeparate dvil court was iset up under 
a European JudgOp who b 1781 was veded 'dit the powers of a 
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MAgiBtT&tdj while the estabUduiieat of aad fhdtfdddr* 

was aboliflhed.* Ehin Johin Khaa waa tho last F*(wji£iir at 
Hooghly and lb said to have been gmnted a pon9^otx of Ea. 250 
a month, t 

The Hooghly dLsh^ci lay mainly in the CoUfetoiatoi 

but the liTeraia from Sfttgaon to Ulaberii tteddea a bitibU 
tract roQnd Niiyiaarai^ with the BarB^-aii m tho weertem 
linut, formed a sepaiaie CollecloHile under Hooghly, in combi¬ 
nation with HijiU and Tamlut m Midnapore and all tho 
34^PaTgBoaa except the Biraaat anbdiviflioa,! By a notification* 
dated the 29th March 1TS7, a new airangomoiit followed a 
reduction of eBtahUahment, and the riTor etrip was added to 
Nadi4 S tinder Eegnlation XXXVI of 1795, BuTdw'in w'aB 
di^ded into two porta, each under a separate efficert tho northern 
division being i?alled Bnrdwan aud tho Bouthorn divieion Hooghly, 
to which the riveraiQ strip was added The Hoii*ble G* Bmoe 
waa the first Judge-Magi strato. 

In 1809 the Judge-Magistrate of Hooghly wna plaoed in 
I'hfljge of the three foreign towua of ChinBura, Chandemogoro and 
Serampore aa Sapetiutendent and CommiB^onerp''^ and in 1020 
we find that the district inoluded a Imge part of tho prcBont 
Midnapore extending down to tho Boa and comprising Hijili and 
Tamluk and also part of the 24«Paiganas vdth Diamond Harbour 
and Fait6,1 The CoUeetorate of Hooghly was not Bopamted 
from Bnrdwan nutU 1st May lS22|1i Mr. W* H, BolH being the 
fillet CoUeotof. The judgeahip woe mode a aeparate ofiice in 1826, 
when Mr. D- C* Smyth became the first Jadge* The earheet 
MagistrateV name traced ia that of Mr. (afterwardB Sir) Frederiok 
Jamofl Halliilay, who held thia poet in 1829 and w as subseqmoctly 
the firat fiontonant-OoveitLor of Bengal In 1859, a few yead^ 
after his appointtiieut to that high office, the posts of the Magis¬ 
trate and the Collector were eombined.*" Under Govenimeiat 
Order No. 260, dated the 27th February 1843, Hie Magietertsl 
charge of HowTah became difilihct from that of Hooghly.tt The 
BabdivimouB were first estahliBhed in 1345, one at Dwirhita 
(Serampore) and the other at XhlxpQi (Ariml^hbtt 

C^mii^ isir, pp, S.&. 

i 3. Ct Btj, Fa*i and FrwaKpp^ 

t SFftnHri AUmm, Plitoi b VI] «Dd IX (ir73-7U>. 

} ikw pp. I, liS-SS ; Tcijobt^^s 

p. 

I J. 0* FfiCf. NatM am ikt EUi^ ^Midnapofn {LS^GJ. pp 20-^7^ 

^ pp. 

•• Cnwfard'i HoC^Afy Mtdu^ QmtwiUrf^ Ch. IlT, pp. 
tt Toytlt^V Sk§£tXt pp^ BE-a3. 
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The antiquarian TemainB in the district are few in number and Aicaao- 
not of any great ago. No early Hindu remains have yet been 
dieooyered, Tiow far this loss is due to the raragea of the rirere, 
and how fur to the ioonoolostie zeal of the Muhammadans, cannot 
be determiitcd, but old placee like PanduA^ NayAsurli, Tribe a i, 
SatgAun, HundAiim and Kotdmul (a village on the border) must 
have oontaioocl temples and monusteriee. Among rooent remains, utiiAu 
not older, however, than 3 or 3 centimes, may be meationed the 
Sai va templfs at UtturpAra, TArekcswur, Tribenl and iLhAnakuI, 
the Sakta temple of Hanseswaii at PAnsberia, the temple of 
Yiahiiu at the same place (one of the oldest in Bengal dating back 
to ib79j, and the KtiEhna temples at Maheah and BaUabhpur in 
Serampore.at GuptipAra, at PaxA oathoSuiaswatT, and at Krishna- 
naguf on the K^lnfi Dwarakeswar. These temples are mostly of 
the Bengal type of arehitedure, i.e., a cubical b^y with arched 
Tcmtidahs, above which liees u carvilineor roof, drawn down at the 
ends like a Bengali thatch of bamboo.* The Ilanaeswan temple 
at BanaberiA is an exception, being modelled after the Benares 
pattern; it was built, ia fact, by mnsoas from North TnH?,. 

It is a largo temple, erndfomi in plan, six storeys in height 
with J3 cupolas, of which the central one is the highest. 

Among other romains the series of (fAdti on Iho Hooghly river 
deiwrve mention. The oldest existiiig of them U probably that at 
Tribenl, which ia attributed to the last Hindu kinir of Orisia 
(1660-68 A.!).) * 

The oldest KusolinAn remaiDs-indeed the oldest outhentio Msh™* 
lomaiBBintbo district—ore found at Tribeni, Panduft and Satgion 
Thorniosat Tribeni consst of |1) an Ji/tf.d with two eucloeureB,one *'“*‘"** 
of basalt atone and the other of sandstone containing tombs said to 
be those of JAfar KhAn and Ms family ; (S) a mesqne to the west 
of it with low basalt pillars supporting the anhee and several 
domes above, bodt by JAfar KhAa in 1308 A.D. Both appear to 
have been built from materials obtained from old Hindu temples t 
PanduA contains the tomb of the saint Shaft-ud-dla, opposite wMch 
ia a tall mtHdr, aboot 120 feet Mgh, in five storeya, with a circular 
ataireaao inside; north-west of the minir there is a largo 
mosque of brick with long rows of cloisiera. The minir seems to 
have been modelled after the celebrated Kutab of 

and to have been used os a tower for calling the feithf ul to prayer! 

Sitgaon has very few remains except aomoold tombs and a mosque 
of email bricks^ of the later PatliAn style, erected by Saiyad JamAl- 
pd din. These remains ore attribo ted to the I4th century. There 

• Fw Bengali temple*. M* M. Jf. Chnkrtnrtl, J, A, B. 141-16S 

t For metqQee, Ml II. B. ClulHSTvti, JT, A, B, B,, 1910, pp, se S& • 
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are aleo tracea of old Muhammadan foita ai FoaduAi S4tgiftou» 
Hooffhly and Macdir&a. 

Hooghly ifl cmo of the Tory few diatiida in Bengal eontaimiig 
Clinjatiaa baildmge of any age The oldest are the AngizatiDiaa 
Clmrthat Bindel (rebuilt in 1660) and the Anneiiiaa Church of 
St* John the Baptist in Cbineora (completed in 1097). Other old 
chnmhet are the Boman Catholic Chapel (1740) and the Dutch 
oetagooal Ahareh at Chinsnm (1744), the Hosnan Catholic Chapel 
at Serampore (rebtuU after 1776), and the Daiii&h Choroh at the 
aame pl^ which waa completed in 1S05. Among other old 
pchUc buildings may be mentioued the Ilooghly and Berampore 
Colleges, the barracks and Dutch Governor's house at dunaara^ 
and the Tuins of the mogDificeot house of the Frenoh Governor at 
Ghiretti* 
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CHAPTEH m* 

K4ltLV EUfiOPEAN SETTLEMENTS, 

The Potidgueea w&to the fiiflt Eojopean uatmn to ee^al>lijgh eettl&- l^jiRLt 
moDte in Bengulf but they were not tho Bmat Eupopeaa 
in the country. More than half a oentnry before Vawo da Oama osa, 
rounded the Ca|)o of Good Hope and airiTed at Oalicat on the 
aouth^we^dern eoEkst of India i 1498J;, ati ttaUan noblomaDi Kicolo 
Conti^ had visited Bougab where he saw the fowns of Cemove and 
Maraxia^* retafaing to Veuiee in 1444 after an a1»eaco of 3d 
jeaia. Aaother ItaUan^ liadovieo Bi Torthema, olao travelled 
in Bengal about ISUd.t Both these picneem have left deamp- 
tiona of the country and ita prodneta, Nioolo Conti entered 
the mouth of the river Oangee, and sailing up it^ eame at the end 
of fifteen daja to a largo dty called Cemove {Centttuim in text). 
^^ThU rivOTj** he eaid, ia so large that, being in the Ktiddle of it 
you cannot see land on either ride.’' He i^rta, indeed, that in 
some places it is 16 miles in width. *^On the banks of this river there 
grow reeds extcremely high and of such surprising thickness, that 
one man idono eannot en^xmipafis them with hk arms; they make 
of these fishing boots, for which purpose one riono is sufficient, and 
of the wood or bark^ which is more than a palm’s breadth in 
thickness, skiffia adapted to the navigation of the rivers The 
distance between the knots is about the height of a man. (jtoqq^ 
diles and vorioua kinds of fishes unknown to us ore found in the 
river^ On both banks of the stream there are most charming 
villas and plantations and gardens, wherein grow vest varietiefl 
of fruitOf and, above all« those called whioh are more sweet 
than boney^ resembling %e, and dim the nuts which we call the 
nuts of India.* 


• Tvxt iil lUmuvt^, Ditu Ifaeigaiiomi #1 Pwvf*, 1#S3> VoJ.lJ, 

If JonjM. 

t T«xt in Hamoda Vol, 11, tiiniktlan }Mg I* W, Jqwj 1803, TirnumK left 
luTop* Kbcnk IfiOa, iM pHnUd Work in IfilO^ 

XTbik. EsDaisiioj Up tnii«lAti0n Fp. 8-10^ Tha ptuitfl rtffiim] tc 

nr* kata boo*, piotatitoi and mfM£uu« 
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“ dopatted he lailed up the lirer QAEgea for 

the spA 4 ?o of three moptha, leaTiDg hehiud him four verj famoiia 
eitiee and latided at au extremely poweiful city called Marazia^ 
where there ia a great ahundanoe of aloe wood, gold, fdlTer^ 
predotu etouee and pi^ark. From thence he tooh the mute 
towurda some monnt^Pfi Haltiated towards the east, for the purpose 
of procuring those precious etoaes oalled carbuudes^ which axe 
found therOi Having apent thirteen daje on this expedition, 
ha returned io the dtj of Cemote, and thence proceeded to 
Buffetimla. Dcpuiting thence* he arriTed, at the end of a month’s 
ToyagCp at the mouth of the river IlachA [Atakan]*', 

Ludovioo Di Torthema desciibea hia traveie oa follows“ We 
took the mate towards the city of BangheUa (Text^ Banghnlla^ 
Iidngid¥}t which la dietaiii from Tamwari (Tcaaserim) sevon 
hundred niilwi at which wo arrived in eleven daye by sea, Tiie 
city vaa ono of the h^ that I had hitherto seen, and has a very 
great realm. The Snlton of this place ie a Moor and maintains two 
hundred thousand noea for battle on foot and oa hoi^ i and they 
Bxe all Muhammadanfl; and he is conatantly at war with the kiug 
of Naraingba. This country abounds more in groin, flesh of 
every kind, in great quantity of augaij also of ginger* and of 
groat abundance of cottoti, than any ooimtiy in the world. And 
here there are the richest merchants I ever met with Fifty 
Bhipa are laden eve^ year io this place with cotton and rilk stufli, 
which stuffs are thwe^ that is to say, h^itui^iantar^ 

do^i/jr ntH&baff* These same stuffs go through all Turkey, 
through Syria, through Arabia FeEx, through Ethiopia, and 
through all India. There ore also here very great merchanta in 
jeweK which oome from other oountries. 

We also found some Christian merchants here (Armeniags)’^ 
But before our departure from Banghella, we sold all the rest 
of the merchandise, with the exception of the corak, the saffron, 
and two pieoea of rose-coloured doth o! Florence. We left this 
dty, which I believe k tbe beet in the world, that is, for living lu. 
In which dty the kinds of stuffs yon have heard of before are not 
woven hy womeni but the men weave them. We departed thence 
with the said Chrifitians^ and went towards a dty which k called 
Pegu, distant from Banghella about a thousand miles, 

Both Nicolo Conti and lindavioo IH Yarthema appear to have 
sailed up the PadmA or easterly branch of the Bangefl^ and not 
up the Hoogbly. Banghella was either Chittagong or Sonirgion, 

* Vuiftti^ JVihw, 

f Tixtj Bamiub, Itp pf. tnniktioii, pp. 21-^ Bit, HI. Cb*. 
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while Cemove is identified with Shahr-i-Nau, the new 

city, A mint town named on the coiDA dllyis Sldh and ^own in 

Gostoldi’a map (.1561) a little to the north-eart of Gaur. It le 
prohehly another Dome for Pandoft* The Mooriah Sultau of 
Yarthema was the powerful king of Bengal, Haflaln Shflh, and the 
"king of Nang'agba" was hia opponent, FratAparadra Gajapati 
of Orissa, who woe then in posscsKion of part of the territory of 
YindnngtLra. 

The first Poitngtieee to visit Bengal was Jooo da Silveiia, ta* 
who was despatched to the Maldives from Goa m 1517, seven 
years after that place bad been captured and made his capital 
by Aifonso de Aibaqnerque. After obtaining penoiasioa to build 
n fort and captqritig two richly laden ships of Cambay, he proceed- 
ed to Chitti^ong in 1518. Here he wna joined by Joao Coelho, 
who hod been seat by h emando Peres do ^Lndrade ^ an envoy to 
the King of Arakan (called the King of Bengal by Sousa), who 
then held Chitting. Silveira failed, however, in his raiaioD, for 
a young Bengali on hoard his boat told of his capture of the two 
Indian vessels. He was denouncei as a pirate and sailed away 
discomfited.t The next Poringuese to reach the shores of Bengal 
wos one Martin Aifonso de MeUo Juaario, who in 1528 was sent 
on a voyage to the Far East- He was even more unfoitunste than 
his predeceasor, for in croesiog the Bay of Bengal his ship was 
w^ked. De Mello, with some oompanions, escaped and made 
hia way along the coast to OhakiriA, south of Chittagong, the 
capital of a j^ty governor named KhedS Batsh Khin. Khndi 
Babsh imprironed the ship-wtocked mariners, but proinised to 
release them if they wonld fight his enetmesi The Poitugnese did 
so, hut failed to secure their release ; and an attempt to escape 
resulted in the death of one and the closer confinement of the 
othere. Eventually, through the good offices of a merchant of 
Chittagong, named EhwAja Bhahabuddin (Xabadm of the Portu¬ 
guese historians), Jusoite was ransomed and arrived ei Goa in 
1550.1 

Khw4ja flhah&huddin now entered bto negotiations with 
Nuno da Cunha (Yiceroy tom 1528 to 1538), promising to obtain 
permission for the King of Poringal to build a fort at Chittagong. 

Da Cunha at once closed with the offer; and In 1534 De Mello was 
sent back with five ships to Chittagong, which was then under the 
Bengal King. The Portugncee bad a frie r dly reception, being 

• If. Jf. ClullT«Tftrti, jr»(M OB ti« 0 / Old Anuot J. A 0. iT 

Hi; 190». p. SaS. - Um 

t P. C. [>W1T«I, Tic PorfoyMMC » Ta^lis^ VqJ, I, p, R4O. 

I B. 8, Wliiliwo;, Tic Jiic c/ Ftrimfum* Tobcc «■ JWia. pp. 
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Allowod to gmnggle io^goods, tliough the CQstom datioe Ti'ore 
otet 30 per cent «rf rnlvrfm.. Do Mello then aent sonxe of bift 
party with preaeata to OtMir, where Mahmud Shfih III held bm 
court with such rtote, that, we are told, 10,000 women attended hi». 
Unfortnuntely for the eutoefla of the misdon, among the present* 
were some coitinining porfumee taken from a Mtihammadao 
vessel, with the nameB of the ownm itill attached to them. 
The angry king not only refused the preseute, hut sent orders 
to have the rortuguoae soiled and their goods confiscated. The 
Governor of Cluttago^g invited Affonso and his chief officers to a 
han^uot aud took them unawaTM. Some wets killed and some 
escaped to their shlpa, while De Meilo and the other prisoners 
w'ore taken to Ganr. 

Hearing of their capture, the Viceroy Nuno da Ounha sent Anto¬ 
nio da Silva Mefieies to rescue them with 350 men in nine vesp 
eels. From Chittagong Antonio forwarded a letter of the Vieeroy 
with presents to the King at Oaur, hot received no reply for a 
long time. He ooncludod that hia messengers had been made 
pnsoneia, and proceeded to burn down Chittagong aLd other 
places on the cowst. Cento's account, however, says that the king 
demanded £15,000 as lansom, and that this demand being scouted 
68 eiorhitant, Chittagong was hred in revenge When, in 
1637, Sher Shih revolted and beaeged Gaur, the King released 
the Portuguese prisoners and, aided by them, repelled the attack. 
At the same time Hahello arrived with three ships to demsed the 
release of the captives. Mahmud, securing the co-operation of 
the Portugueao, led them with hia army to Telifigarhi near 
Culgong, where he was defeated by the iorw* of Sher Shih. 
Pleased with their prowess, Mahmiid applied to the Viceroy of Goa 
tor further eud, and thia was given ; bat when Perei de Sampayo 
came with nine vessels, he found Ganr in the hands of Sher 8h4h 

and Mahmud dead * . , 

Aiccorditig to Correa, Babello visited Sstgtou m 1635 wt^e 
on thia miffdon. Ilia account giv® an insight into the audacity 
obaracteristic of the I’ortugueae. “In this year ', he write^ 
fiokhiDg Ma term rf eerrice aa Captftin and 
Factor of the Chotomandel fishery, with license from the Govern¬ 
or, went to Bengal in a tobsoI of his. . and he wont well aimed 
□l^ng with two foiste, which be equipped with his own money, 
the Governor only lending him artillery and nothing more. , So 


* Bi^btniDn. J, A- a. fl.. is7a, pp. asM: wiiuaw.y, r** aut I'or/vMW 
Ituat i* pp. 2ja-4 1 FvrHguntim TU. I, pp* SK-* J 

3 t 4 T«it^ 7f^ F4irrf*j*rfM in Ji 44, ieS6t Ch. IX* pp-4l0-£Or 
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thia Diogo Bal»Uo nmved at tlio Port of SaJtigfio^ wbora Iia 
fotLnd two groat ahipa of CamlHiyat which thnoo dayi btifore had 
arrived with groat qaautity of merohandiad^ selling and baying: 
aad thaao, without touehing tbeiu^ he caused to quit the port 
aodgodowa the river^ forbiddiog thorn to carry on any trade, 
and bo also aeut one of the foists,, with 30 mou^ to the other 
port of Chatigaxi, where they found throe shipa from the roast 
of Choroiuandel, wrhich were also driven away from the port. 
Aui Diogo Rabello aei^t word to the GoEiL that he wm sent hj 
the Governor with choice of peace or wat^ and that he dionld 
scad to ask the King if he chose to liberate the (Poriuguese) pri¬ 
soners, in which cose he uko would liberate his ports and leave 
them in their fomier paaee»^'* Hub appears to have beeu the 
first visit of the Portuguese to the Qooghly district, 

la spite of their drat reverses, the Portuguesep daring piruice 
a id adventuroua tradeiSp pieBsed on in their attempts to secure tha 
trade of Bengal^ and by the end of the I 6 lh confury the Bay 
swarmed with their galleys. Their chief posts in Bengal were 
^Chlttogopg) on the Bay^ and ^ iigan (SitgOon) on the 
river Hooghlyi ooU^j reapectively, Porto Qrande and Porto 
Piqueno, ^, the great haven and the Utile haven. In the 
Hooghly river their large ships come up to Bator (in the modem 
city of IIowrah>, while snujiar sMpa went up to Bitg 4 on bring¬ 
ing “ rice^ cloth of Bombast of diverse soriee, koco, greti;t abun* 
dance of sugar, Mirabokns dried and preserved, long pepper^ 
oyle of ZeEEeline, and many other sorti of nicrchaudise,^^ t In 
the port of Satg^ou 30 or 35 ships w'ore laden every year^ and 
TOOsi of them were PDringuefle ; while Fectcrici (who left Italy 
in 1564 and roliiraed home in found no Less than 18 

Portogueae ships at Chittagong. “From the gn;at port of 
Ohaiigan^^ he wrotoi '^thoy carry for the Indies great flt<m 
of rice, very groat quantitiee of bombast cloth of every eoit, 
sugar^ com, and money with other merchandise.^^ 

Fedfirici's account makes it clear that aloiig the Hooghly the 
traders got their goods at the tempoiory markets called Ad/s, 
*^Bv 0 iy year at Butter they make and unmake a village with 
houses and shope made of straw, and with all things neceesaiy 
to their uaeSp and this village aiandeth as long oe the ships ride 
there, and tiU they deport for the ludice, and whoa thaj are 
departed, every man gooth to hia plot of hooAca, and there setteth 
fire on themp which thing made me to toarveL For as I paseed 


* QBOtrd aadcr *' " iq H^lwB-Jrbtoq. 

t C. F«d«H«h V, 41L 439 
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up to Rfttfigftn, I saw tbifl ^oge etandiDg witli a gmt Dumber 
of people^ ikith an mfiuito n amber of dupe and bosars, and at 
my letora eoming down with my Captain of the loat ahipi for 
whom I toniedi 1 triui ail amased to see enob a place so soon 
raised and burnt, and nothing left bnt the ragn of the bnrat 
houses. The small ^pa go to Safagan, and there they lade. . 
The city of Satogun is a reasoDable fair city for a city of the 
Moors, abounding with all things, and wna govemed by the King 
of Patano, and now is subject to the great Mogul. 1 wii« in this 
kingdom four mouths, wheieoa many merchants did buy or freight 
boats for their bonedta, and with these barks they go 
up and down the river Ganges to fairs, buying their commodity 
with a great adyautogo, becauao that every day in the week they 
have a fair now in ooo place, and now in another.*’ 

The DGoessity of suppleTnonting this method of trade by 
havlDg a permanent entrepot led to_ the h’ortugueso making a 
settlement at HoogUy. This village is mentioned in a Bengali 
poem, dated 1485,* ond apparently marked the soathernmod; end 
of the port of S&tgkon. The river, which had been silting up 
before SAtgfton, was fairly deep hers, and theroforo better suited 
to the larger vessels of the Portuguese. It is commonly believed 
that the Porlugueso settled at Hooghly about or after 1575 with 
the permisaon of the Emperor Akbar; but of this there is no authen¬ 
tic proof. They could not have aettled hero before 1550 because 
the great Portuguese history Aiitt tVola. I to HI pubUshed in 
1552 - 63 ) makes no mention of tt, and its map does not show the 
place. On the cither hand, it must have been founded before 1580, 
in which year Mira4 Najat Khan, AJibar’a Fatijdar at Sitgiba, 
being defeated by Katlu LohAni of Oiiaso, fled to the Portugaese 
Governor of Hooghly.t p'arthermote, if reliance is to be placed in 
the Bidshahfidmd of Abdul Hamid Lahoii (who died In 1654), the 
settlement took place during the rule of tbe Beugaha, i.r., before 
the Mughal conquest. As the river bank from Tdbenl south- 
wards was in tbe possesaiea of the OriyS king from 1560 to 1567, 
the statement of the Muhammadan chronicler narrou'S down the* 
time of the settlement to between 1568 and 1575, and very 
probably to the reign of Sulaimln Karnr&ni (1568-73). From 
tbe fact that Fedeiici does not refer to Hooghly but only Sfitgaon, 
it would appear that tbe village was not then of aulEcient 
importance to be mentioned separately from S&tgAon, of which it 
evideutly formed a part at the outset. 


• J. A. B. B. isar, p. lea. 
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Tho B/tdtft&n&tnA desisribe* tJie origin and doTelopment of tho 
town as foUowa*—“ Undat the mle of the Bengalia (rf^r' ahd-i~ 
* of ^fBnk merchaatsj who ane (*(;? were) 

inliaiitaata of Sandlp, came tradiag to S^tgioo. One above 
(tie below) that place, they occapied some groand oa the bank of 
the ^naiy. Under the pretonee that a baildiog waa noeeseory 
for their transaetiona in layiag aad aelliag, they erected aevenil 
^ oaaee in the Eeogah etyle, la coarse of time, throagh the 
Ignorant or aegUgence of the rulers of Bengal, these Emopeans 
uicroa^ in number, aad eiwtod large Bubslontial bnildinga, 
waieh they fortified with ttumone, moBhete, and other implemoDts 
of war. In dae coareo a considerable place grew np. which was 
kno^ by the name of the port of Hooghly. On one side of it 
was the nver, and on the other three sides wns a ditch filled from 
™ used to go up to the port, and a trade 

jm eetabhah^ tha^. The markets of Satgion deelmed and lost 
the^ prosj^nty. The viUogea and the district of tloogldy were 
on l^h adea of ^e river, and th«a the Europeans got possession 
or at a low rent. 

This description is eoirobomed by some contomporaneoua 
reforoncee, Tho Aibarndmd eays that in 1578 an European 
named Pirfib Bftr, a chief merehant of the Bengal ports, came 
with hjs wife to the Emperor s oonrt bearing tribute from Bongid 
Uo was graciouEly reoaived, his flonnd eense and upright couluet 
wmmng the favour and esteem of the Emperor.t This evidentlv 

was the Portuguese Governor of Hooghly, to whom Mirsa Naiat fled 
fOTprotection in 1580. About 1588 Ralph Ktoh found Hooghly in 
the sole poBseerion of the Portuguese, and the name Porto Piq/eno 
transferred to it, Ha refers to it as ■* Hugeli, which is tho place 
where the Portuguls keep in the country of Bangak, which 
dMdeth a leagne from Satagan; they call it Porto Piqueno." 

Sata^, he odds, is a faire eitiefor a cltie of the Moores and 
very plentiful of oU things Hooghly had supplanted Sitgion 
by the time the Jtn-i-Akbati was oompUed a 596-07), for it states 
that in the wi-iilr of 8Atgfion there were two ports at the distance of 
half a koi from each other, i,e , Sitgaoa aud Hooghly, The latter 
WQfl the more important, and both were in the possession of the 
Eiwpeans (fjWwgAu, ^,f.,the Portuguese).S In 1569 tie Bumbor 
and influence of the Christians were sttested by tie erection of the 

■ Elliot, vn, pp,31-3a, tf, Vol. FII, p. 31J, Khia EhSq', .eeoBBl 
faMJnljf boed on tJiB 

t ^SAartpBna, Elliot, VI, p, 6S. 

t J, [f. Ryliy, Mtlfi TUti, p. 113 j ynitlMt«D, InailntiDD, 1, tp, eo<ei. 
i Jnmtt, TdJ. ]I, p. 125, 




50 


BOOOHLt. 


BondelChuKhi'wHle in 1603, HoogWy, under the dbwo of 
GoUa, is deat'iibed ua a roitnguefie Golony, snd it ie said that a 
Portagncae named Cervalius raptured the ^fnghsl fort with a 
goirison of 400 men, ail hat one of whom, wore tilled, t 

By this time the Porlogtieso in Bengal had degooerated into 
a nuo of pirates and alave-dealere. Both Enropeau aad Indian 
writers agree as to their lawlosHiieafiH Vaa Linschoten, for iodancet 
wiitlug in 1595, describes thorn ns liiing ‘like wild men and 
untamed horetsa. Every man doth what he will, and every man is 
lord and master.’ Purehas agnin wrote in 1610;—^“I’haPorta- 
gueee have hero Porto Grande and Boito Peqnono (Hooghly), 
bat without forts and government; every man living after Ms 
own lust, and for the most part they are siteh os dare not stay ia 
those places of better government for some wickedneaa by them 
committed 

The Hooghly merchants ware apparently in league with 
the pirates, both Portuguese and Arakanese, whose galleys 
swept the seu-boord and penetrating far inland carried off 
the villagers to the slave ronrkels. “ Even the Poitogneae of 
*Ogouli,"* writes Bernier, “purchased without scripl© thew 
wretched captives, and the horrid traffic was tiaiisaoted in 
the vicinity of the iduud of Gallos, near Capo das Falmu&i The 
pirates, by a mutual understanding, waited for the arnvol of 
the Portuguese, who bought whole cargoes at a cheap rots...... 

The I'orluguese established themselves at ‘Ogouli’ under the 
(uispiees of JuhAugir, the grandfather of Auiangisob. That prince 
was free from all prejudice against ChristiaoB, and hoped to reap 
great benefit from their commerce. The now settlers also engaged 
to keep the Gulf of Bengal clear of pirates, fihih Jshin, a more 
rigid Muhammadan than his father, virited the Portngfuese at 

♦ OgouE* with a terrible punishment, 'they provoked his dia.> 
pleasure by the encouragement afforded to the depredators of 

* Rakau,’ and by their refusal to release the numerous slaves le 
thnir service, who had oil of them boon subjects of the MughaL,”S 

Other writers asBign ditforent reasons for the attack on HoogMy. 
Aecording to the Portuguese, they menrrod the displeasure of 

* Doth Liksti >n4 KbiS’KIliii tpeak of a faftio, of ekweh cf At 

PoitBgoow, S» Hooghly, ElUot, VI I. pp. 84, Sll. Joliia u perhaj* t coimptioa 

of 

tT>>yiiWi Skiiei t>} tit Admitvtfalia* iff (U S^s^tg BMritt.p. 
Ttiir foT ih\m DPt 

I S&W I'hfclmyirii Foinip m bcAdUnd wn tlbC Orw 

^ A* cttIj w lAJd k FartogiiBH rcpnirt Hkted tkst ■ ■Ufvia Bengal WM 
nHuffd 14 ibilUngi mnd « jouoif woraui of ipp««zmilfV pt KbOBt u piiifih 
^\a. W. Biiiiterp Mi^iorg of Srititk Iwiist VoU Ip p. 16L 
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Jflhin, firstly, iHcanse in 1621, wlieia he ™ in reboUion 
against bis father, Michael Eodiignes, the QQ¥omOT of HoogUy, 
declined to assist him-with some cannon imd a detachment of 
Enropeans/ and secondly, becanae the Emperor ascribed the 
wveraes of the imperial troope in several engngemonts vrith Adil 
of Biiflpar to help neceived from the Portngnese.t Tlio 
Muhunimadiin histories eay that the Portugaeae, partly by force, 
but even mere by means of doles, converted people to Chrietinnity, 
that they seized and earned oft peaceful cultivators, harassed 
traveUem and tradere, ’were irregular in the payment of revenue, 


TVliQtover Giftjr b^ntho cnuBCpShih Jah^iif in Appoibtiu^ 
Kerim Khan to the government of Bengal, charged him to 
oxtirpate the Poitngueso colony.* His orders vrere promptly 
obej"6di Tbe Attack waa from tte riv^T And by land, mi 

ontj^ outride the moat was captured, and fonr thousand boatmen 
serving the Portuguese weto forced to join the imperial aimy. 
The fli^ lasted 3^ months, fhe Portogneee fighting veliautly in 
the hope of being enccoured from Goa. At length a part of the 
wall was blown up by a mine, and the imperial army captured 
the place, A number of the berieged made their way to the 
ehipe, but many were HUed in the attempt. One large ship waa 
blown up (o prevent its capture ; and out of C4 Portuguese ehipa 
and 257 suial ler craft, only three of the latter escaped. According 
to the Muhammadan historiane, 10,000 of the enemy were kiUod 
and 4,400 (1,400 acconliDg to Eh4fi KH Sn) were token prisoners, 
while 1,000 of the imperial army fell m the couree of the riegB,f 
The Portuguese occonuta say, however, that fhe garrison conririod 
of only 200 Portuguese and 600 slaves, that the siege lasted from 
the 21 st June to 29th September, and that the few who escaped 
fortified themaelvee on an island in front of Hooghly and were 
eveatunlly rescued by an expedition sent by the Portuguese 
Viceroy.** The date of the capture of the town is taken in this 
account to be October 1631, but others make it September 1632. 
The number given in the Portuguese acoounts is too urnnll ^ Jof 
Father Francis Corsi, S. J., in a letter from Agin,doted Octobers, 


• 6tmrt, Suterjf p, 143L 

t F. C. IhuTCT*, n* 1 f, p. 345. 

J d of Abdul HiBsld Lihatl, of Kbjd Bhin 

S Thi of abdtll &*inrd Lihon, KUct TU. ft, 86 ^ StswiitV 

EUiory 0/ pp, I5B.6. 

. ** ^'** ■^**^^**"'“-tsdie, Vol, II. pp, 247481, AMordiniF 

rte iits* of Htogblj tailed rna to lOtb. Siplnq^ 


E 2 


0 p o 

f/ V i o 





62 




1633, anaotmcfti the amvel of 4,000 persoM et Agra from Hooghly 
in July 1633.* 

HirfnrinTiB ogieB 05 to the wretched fate of the prieoneis 
whom Sl^ JaMa had carried ofl ns Blavea to Agio. There the 
■womea were distributed funoog the harems, the children were 
cireain<ssed, the men were persuaded to embrace leUm or forced 
to do BO by the daily threat rf throwing them under tho feet of 
elephants. Some of the monks, howerer, remained faithfal to 
their creed, and were oonwyed to Qoa and other Portngneee 
eettlementa by the exertions of the Jesait miasionaries at Agra, 
Thoee faithful mouka wore apparently Augustloians, to whom the 
eTangelisatioQ ,ef Bengal had been entrusted. 

According to aa account by Dr. Wise, the return of the 
Portuguese was due to a mlraole. One of the priests, the RevA 
Father John Da Crus, was sentenced to be tom to death by an 
elephant; but the animal, batead of destroybg him, prostrated 
itself before biT» and * caressed' him with its trunk. The Emperor 
then ordered that the priest ahoold bo let out of the arena, and 
promised him any boon he might ask, on which he asked for his 
own liberty and permission to conduct the samving Christians to 
Bengal, “ A jjAarjMdrt was promulgated by beet of drum through 
all tho country, ordering the immediate return of the oaptires, 
who wire lo^od with presents and sent back to theb former 
residence. The Portuguese, thus received into favoar, obtained a 
ohaiter (uiNfld) signed by the Emperor, by which he uUowed them 
to rotnm to Hooghly and to build a town to the north of tho 
former fort, still Vnowix by the Enropeanfi as Bandel, and by tho 
natives as BaUghai (strong houso). The land tbua assigned 
(777 AiyAdt) was given free of rent, and the friars were decUrad 
exempted from tho anthority of the tubakdifi^ fav^dun and other 
offieeis of state. They were even allowed to exorriae mogistorial 
power over Ghiisrians, but not m matters of life and death. 
At the Euno time the Emperor ordered all hia officers and snbjeota 
in Bengal to sssist the brave Portoguese. The Chiietians 
returned to Bengal b t633.”t Toynbee fllw> says that Da Crus 
ucoeeded m bdndng Shah Jal^ to ponnit tho Gbrisllan 
prisoners to bo taken back to Bengal, and that the Emperor in 
1646 granted 777 ocree of rent-free land to Bandel Chnrch, 
which was rebuilt by Mr. Sotto in 1660, 


• J, A. Sw B., Angnit 1010, ^9, D»t« i, SSL 
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Booeot reaearehee, howOTer, show that thera Is no proof that 
Do TFaa taken to A^a, Wt that he was wounded duHeg 
the siege, recovered from his wonnda in a TUlago HoogMj, 
and was erentiially leealled to Goa, where he died • 

On the other hand, the retiira of the Portognese in 1033 is 
eonfirmod fi^ other aoimm John Ponle, writing on the chancee 
of the Bogii^ establishing trade in Bengal, distinctly Ba}'s in a 
letter dated lith July 1033, i*a, ten montha after the oaptuie of 
Hooghly, thnt the Portuguese who hod been expelled from 
Hooghly had found great favour with Sh^ Jahan and le-eatered 
that place to the number of 20 persona, aed that the TT^ng had 
bestowed on them their capital, ‘so that our expectation of 
Hugly is fmstrayt/t Not all the captives were leleafed; many 
Ungeted in prison, “ some were ransomed, othew fied to Goa , or 
baolc to Bengal, when they joined the remnants of the defenders 
of Hooghly.’»* Puthor Antonio da Ciiato, the Prior of Hooghly, 
vw still in prison in 1040, when Father Manriquo, an Aagus- 
tioian, visited Agra and Lahore, the object of his TniimAti being 
the rel^ of the Hooghly prisoners. At Lahore he succeeded 
in obtaining the liberation of the prior and the restoration of 
some pkceaol woEahip.§ 

Though readmitted to Hooghly, the Poriuguese bod sustaiucd 
acruBhiog blow aud oeosed to have political influence in Bengal 
and to predominate in commerce. In the first twenty years of 
the 17th eentnry the trade in Bengal had been pmdically mono* 
polisod by them, as was pointed out by the English factors of 
Surat in a letter dated 26th Febraary 1616, stating that there 
waa not now fit shipping for the discovery of Porto Pequccia 
(Ho<^Lly). nor waa it a fit place for Engliah trade, port of 
the river Ganges being commanded by the Portuguese, It 
was stated, moreover, next year, that in Bengal there were no 
ports for small shipping hut such as the Portuguese possessed I! 
A few years later (in 16S30) Hughes and Parker wrote as 
foUowd from Patna, where they were sent from Surat in order to 
found a factory t—‘* The Portogeese, of tote yeors^ have had a 
trade herein Faina, ooming up with their frigates from the 
bottom of Bengal, where they have two port^ the one called 


• TWe H, HoitrOj Ffuj J^hd Da Crn** J. A, 8L Muth IfilJ, 
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GoUve, the other PieppuUyo, and therein are hoenBed by the 
King to iahfibit. GoUyo in their ebiefeet port, irheie they nw in 
great multitiidoa, and have their yearly ahipping both 
and Cochin, The oonimoditiee they nsnaUy bnng up ^ther is for 
the lUort part tin, spices, and China wares, in heu whereof they 
transport ambetty. caUiooes, oarpets. and all aorta ol their cloA. 

which they die into redds purposely for sail to the southwards 

This city stands up on the Ganges, whoso swift current trans^rta 
their frigates with such dexterity that in five or ai days they 
usually go up to their porta, hat in repairing up ngam npenu 

t hrice the time.”* . ,, 

By 1044, however, wo find Bocario, after eunmerating tdo 

niunlrer of shipe and the rich merchandise that nsed to come to 
Cochin from UgolimtHooghly) and Forto Grande tChittag^gh 
eompMning that ‘ since th^ two poesossionB were “ 

two porta closed, there go barely one or two veaela to U^. 
The trade of the Portuguoee also auifored from the competition oi 
the Dutch, and, in the eocond half of the centary.of the Eogl^- 
StiU it was not entirely lost, for Portuguese vessels are 

Quently mouUoned in the EngUsh corrospondonw. and as late 
^ 167& Thomas Bowrey remarked Many Imth grout “Jj 
Huall ships, both English, Dutch and Portugals, doe annuoUy 
resort to lade and transport sundry oommoditiea hence f, tA, 
Item Bengal. In the first half cf the 16th century, the French, 
the Danes and the Prussiana also entered the field ; and lu o 

struggle the Portuguese suocumbed. tr 11 t-iiA 

In spite of the destruction of their power at Hooghly, tno 
nlace appears still to have been oocupled by a large number of 

PortugueaTpartly becauee they were attracted there by 

the cheapness of Uvmg,: and portly because they were fore^ 

to remain by the loss of their other stations. Tavernier wreto u* 

_“In a word, Beogab is a country abounding in all 

and 'tie for this very reasou that so many Portuguese, Meslic^. 
and other Christiana are fled thither from those queers wbeh 
the Dutch have taken from them.” “The Jesuits and Augtistiniaas 
that have great churches there, wheroiu they exercise thoif religion 
with all freedom, did sfisnre me that in“Dgouli alone ^ere were 
no less than eight or nine thousand soula of Christiaus, Bemie 

♦ W. F<»t»r, Tka Ta«t«riti i» Tmivi (i$tS-tS2t} lOOfl. i* 
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ftTftfi giT^s th6 tiAm. Pt and otlior writera of the 

period refer to the luge natnlrer of I'ortngtieBe leeiderLt in 
Hcioghly.t Moat of them were poor, bat indnstrioue. ThomAfl 
Bowtej (lfrG9-79) described aoine of their m&in occapatioDa aa 
follow’sThey tnitt atockinga of rilke and cotton; they make 
breed for the Bugliah end Dutch Faetoriea end periicalar 
dwoltipge houftOAt and for theire shipa and TOissalss;^ they make 
many soria of eweetnieata, ™., MangoCj Ofangej Lemon^ Ginger, 
MiruboHns, Kingo Itoota, etc*, sororal aorta of Aohar picklcfl) aa 
Maiigoo„ Bamboo, Lemon, etc.- very good and cheapo* Many of 
tho Mon Use tho Sea in English or MoorHahipa nod veseela, aoe 
that thetto people live very happily, better than in most pbicee in 
Asia, all Borts of pro virions beings here very cheaps*^* A number 
served the kJoghala aa soldiem, as Wollor Clavell pointed out: — 
**Tho Portugueso, though nunieroufl In Hngly> jott are reduced 
to a very low and meano condition, thoLr trade not worth 
mentioning^ their subsistaEl<^e being to bo entertained in the 
MoguiPa pay as soulfliena/*^ I'hey also served under the EngliEh, 
clnefly ip the Deccan, and soToral were artiUerymeti in tho 
army of Sir^j-ud-dauliJI Graiiaally the Portpguefie of Hooghly 
migrated to other Europeau eeltlemcnts, especially Calcutta 
Orme noticed that more than two thousand Portuguese, ipou, 
women and children, crowded into Fort William when besieged 
by Sirflj-ud daulib army, and a body of them helped the Eugliah 
in their defence.ll number were still left in Hooghly, hoTvever, 
for we find that when Siraj-ud-daula marched there after the 
maesac^re of the Blaei;; Holoj he levied a due of Es^ fi,d00 from 
the Foitngueso of the place," 

It remaina to note that the Portuguese language for some time 
Borvived the o^sttinction of the Portugueso power* It was the 
iingHa fruHca of European aettlementa round the Bay of Bengal, 
and was the ordinary meditim of comninnicatioii between 
Enro|>earfS and their dotceatieft. while Persian was the liLUguage of 
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intencoiiTBe with the Dotire coiLitB. The charter gmuted to the 
East India Gempanj in 1608 contained a prOTmon that the 
minister} who woa to be maintalnad at each atation, ahonld learn 
Portaguose within twelve months j and Kiertiaader* the first 
Frotefitant misfiionary in Bengal, preached in that laugnago as 
more familiar to him than Engluh. Even aa lato as 18'28 the 
Goveriier of 6 er&mpore received the dady report of his little 
garrison of thirty sepoye from the oonunandaDtp a native of Oadh, 
in Portngu^,* 

The next Enropean nation to settle in Bengal were the Dutch. 
TVavellera and individnal traders of that nation had visited Bet gal 
before the 17th century, YanlinschoUii} who passed threngh 
the country before 1589^ bnt the earliest record of tbe arrival of 
Dutch ships in the north of the Bay was in 1615. In that year, 
we are told, a Portuguese fleet having sailed up the river of Arakaiii 
the Baji iDduced the masters of some Dateh veasela then in the 
harbour to assist him iu attacking the enemy.t These Dutch 
Bhips probabl)'' belonged to the “United East Indian Company 
nf the Notherloudii** founded in i 6 C> 2 . It ia not certain w^hen the 
Dutch first settled in Bengal. Orme vaguely says that the Dutch 
settled in Bengal about the year 1625,+ while Thoiuaa Bowrey 
(1679) ascribea both the l^tch and the English factories at 
Hooghly to *^much about the time of the horrid massacre of the 
EngLUb at Amboyna” i;lB 2 d}.§ Those assertions} however, ore 
not corroborated by contemporaneous necorda, aud Tule has fairly 
proved that the factory of the English bX Hooghly could not have 
been started before 1651JI In the earliest reference to Dutch 
trade in the English faetory records (dated 25th October 1634) no 
aottlement of theirB is mentioned. It merely states that ^'epieea 
of all Mrta fisUs there to good profltt, but the Dutch freemen from 
Battavla and Portugalls from Macassar did 80 stuffe the Markets 
therewith last yeorej as now therea little or (none) required. 
Hereafter the Dutch Company (we believe) will doe the Uke, so 
we see not any great hope ol gains by that commodity * Hither¬ 
to have W 0 only shewed you what eommoditiea Bengal* doea 

chiefly eiport and require.Tbe Dutch are never without 3 or 4 

such veBsetla here, wherewith they trade from Port to Port all the 
yeare longe, sometimes buying Hice and other Provisions where 
they ore Gheape aud trausport to Better Marketta, otherwhilea 
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the 7 are impbyed as men of wan (bat never Idle), and by these 
naeanoB they oleaie at yearee end all the great cha^ they are att 
appou this c>oa8t.''* 

It ie clear, hon'ever, that the Datoh had some settlemeiit j a 
Bengal before 1650, for in the instroctiona to the English factory 
staff of Bttlasore and Uoogkly, dated the IdtliUecember 1650, they 
are advised to give ordem in ailk and sugar “ according to the 
Datch,” and to secure, with the help of Dr. Boaghton at Rijmahil, 
such a phi>rmif>, “ aa may oatstrip the Dutch ia poml of privilege and 
tieodom, that so they may not have cause any longer to boast, of 
theirj.’‘t As Hooghly was now the imperial port of West Bengal, 
it is moat probable ttat the Dutch hod their chief factory there 
»me time before 1650, when they got a regular pA.(r™<Di from 
Hhih J^n It laid down ‘that, upon complaints being mede 
by the Dutch, the Governor of Bengal is ooramaadod that no one 
shaU exact more from them than is authorised by ancient custom 
and shall not mtroduce any new laws or costoms on that hB8d.''J 
yTho firet Dutch factory adjoined the old English factory*at 
Hooghly, and was swept away by floods, upon which tho Dutch 
built Iqkjt down at C hinsura It ij gaid to 

Eavo been built in 165^ and it was certainly in existence 
before 1665, when the Dutchman Gautier Sobouton visited it and 
described it thus [[;-'* There is nothing In it f Hooghly) morn 
raagnificont than the Dutch factory. It was built ou a great 
space at the distance of a muslcet shot from the Ganges, for 
fear that, if it were nearer, seme inundation of the waters of 
the river might endanger it, or cause it to falL It has 
more the appearance of a large castle than of a faetoiy of 
merchants. The walls are high and built of stone, and the forti 
fications are also covered with etone. They are furnished with 
cannon, and the factory is eunoanded by ditches full of water 
It is large and spacious. There are many rooms to owomniodaie 
tho Director, the other officers who compose the Council, and all 
the people of the Company, There am huge shops hdlt of 
stone, where goods that are bought in the coantiy, and those 
that our veesola bring there, are placed.” Thomas Bowroy did 
not hesitate to call it *‘the largest and complcteet Factode in 
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Ana;’^ Detestrd descri^jed it aft ‘a yery fine and v«iy Tieb 
factory;* and the English Agent, Streynahain Maater, aa “Tory 
large and 'Well built with two quacimtigles,**’ The common 
belief that it waa fortified during the MbeUiou of Stibhft Singh 
in l(i96f eeeme therefore to be wilhoat foundation, unleaa it refeie 
to ro[uui8 and a iuither strengthening of the defeacea. 

An interesting accotint of the settlement is also given by 
Tavernier, who virated it on 2Uth February lOGft. '* I arrived at 
Hughli, where I stayed till the 2nd of &! arch, dnring which time 
the Uollandera bid me very widwme, and mode it their busineBS 
to show me all the diverlidements which the countiy was capable 
to afford. We went aoveral times in pitsiaute-boats upon the 
river, and wo luul a banquet of all the doUcacios that the 
gardens of Enropo conld have afforded ns; salads (tf all sorts, 
oolewarta, asparagus, pease; but our chlofest disli wos Japan 
beans, the lloUunders being very carious to bave all sorts of 
pipaA and herbs in their goi^os, though they could never get 
artichokes to grow in that country *’ 

During the reign of Aaron gseb the Dutch trade in Bengal 
Was regulated by a granted by that Emperor in lGti2, 

the firat three articles of which provided 1) that the Dutch 
arriviog with their ships before Ifoifffti/f Pi/tfeif aud Paii/nore^ 
eboll have Ubeitj' to anchor in such places os they may choose ; 
^2j that after pa^nneat of the fixed duty of two and o-half per 
cent, upon their goods, they may convey them to such places ua 
they please; sell them to whatever merchants they chose; 

aguu goods from the same in the manner they may 
like beat, and employ biokore in their business, aceoidiug to 
tbdr own choice, without that any one shall be permitted to 
intrude himself into their service, contrary to their liking; (3) 
that with respect to the piece-goods, ssiipetre, sugar, silk, wax 
and other articlea tor which they trade in the places situated in 
the provinces of lirihar, Iitni/ai and t^rira, and which they convoy 
for exportation to the porta of Souffly^ Pijiieg aud PaU<norr, 
they not in any wise bo molested J The goods specified 
in the last article may be compared with some of those 
mentioned by Cluvell os being carried home by the Dutch, vis., 
rice, dh butter, hemp, oordage, sail cloth, raw silk, wroaght 
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flilk, aaltpetfe^ opitim, sugoTp loag^ pepper and beeiwni** 
TaTeraier and Bernier wore amazed at the vast quantity of 
cotton tloiha of all fiorta wticli fliey exported, 

iWdee Port Gneturna at OluiiaiLru and a ailk fuetory at 
Commbaair^ ttn Dutch h^L, on the HiXJgUy rivorp a gEirdea 
juflt Bouth of Charadomagore. a factory for salting pork at 
BaraDogar, north of Colcntto, and, later, a station at Pulta for 
seagoing shipa. Their Bettlements and Irodo were generally 
under a Dirocfor. aided hy a Council, though cNX-flaioDally an 
officer was deputed direct from Holland and woa independent of 
the Directofi who wm himself subordinate to Batavii.r Aceoidiug 
to Alexander Hamilton, the factoiy of Chinaura in the beginning 
of the 18th century was a laige building with high walla of brick- 
“*Tho factors have a great many good houses standiag pleasantly 
on the river's aide : and all of them have pretty gardens to thoir 
honsetL The settlement at Chinsura is wholly under the Dutch 
Company's Government, It is about u mile long, aud about 
the Eaane breadth, woli inhabited by Armenians and the naflvea. 
It ia contiguooj to Ilughly, and affords sanctuary for numj poor 
natives, when they are in danger of being oppressed by the 
Moghul’s Governor or his harpies/" 

The oorrespondence at this time dlsdosea cousideiahle jealousy 
between the rival European settle menf a, and no little friction with 
the Muhammadan subordiDotes in Be ago], who frequently in¬ 
terfered with the passage of the saltpetre and sugar boata and 
with the sUk a^d cotton woaT 0 i:s.+ The Dutch, who were 
eminently a nation of merchants, imely took part in the 
political dissenaions of Bengal, but on a few occadons they 
wore foreod to give up this policy of noa-intervention- Por 
instance, in August 1G84 a Dutch squadron of four ships 
arrived at Bar^agar from Batavia, evidently to enforce their 
demands on the local government; arid their sugar and saltpetre 
hoots were allowed to go down without hindrance in November 
of tb&t year i A little later they horl a fresh qnori^l with the 
Mughal govemmeut of Bengal and withdrew from thoir factoriea ^ 
but on WOT breaking out with the English In 1686, they were 
again put in possesdon of Bar&nagar and their bmair, and made 
a considerable profit in trode.jf During the rebellion of Subha 
Siogh, when the rebel army occupied Hooghly in 1606, the 
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DutoJi drove them out of the towu by firing broadmde^ tsuni 
two of theiT ahipap* Oti the death of Shih Alam in 171 lip the 
Dutt'h sent their treneute aud womenfolk from (Joesinihozar to 
Hooghiy* which they fortified aa far os poBaible^ kcepltig back 
one of their armed shlpa for its defence.t In 1713, they tried to 
Toediate between Zia-ad-dia Kh&n, the late laujddr of Hooghly, 
and hie suoce^r who had been appointed by Morshid Euli Khan, 
but without ftuocesB.+ In 1712 the Emperor gmnted a freah 
phartiidn to the Dutch Bari India Company, renewing imd con* 
firming the previous grantfl, ehaig-ing a duty of 2i per oent only 
on the Dutch goodly and ordering that their ve&^ek or auihori^ 
aervantfip provided with passes from the Director in Bongal, should 
not be molested-§ 

In the time of Siraj*ud*duiilfi the Dutch appear to have been 
the mori favoured European natiou, their chief having had, for 
at least 20 yearn, the right of precedenee at the Nawlh'a c^arifilr 
and also the right to buoy the Hooghly, which, they olaimed, 
arguea a kind of mastery over the river and a Buperiority of 
intereria in matters relating to trade."il When be marched on 
Calcutta in 1756, they helped neither the Nawib nor the English* 
Indeed, they were not in a poaition to do io+ for in January 1757 
the Council reported that they would not be “ able to offer any 
reaifitoDce worth montioning, for our paUsodes, that have to serve 
aaa kind of rampart, are as little proof against a eannoiiade aa 
the canvaa of a tent, and our entire militajy foroo coneijsta of 
78 men, about one-third of whom are in the hospital, whilst 
all our native servants have run away from fear of the English, 
so that if matters came to snch a pass, we Hhonld have to man 
and aim the gana ourselves 

They gave shelter, howeverj to the English both at Falta 
and Chinsura, and wbon Sirij-nd^oula loft Calcutta, were 
called on to pay a fine of 20 lakhs. lUther than submit to 
this exorbitant demand, they threatened to leave the conntiy 
and wore eventually Let o£E with the payment of 41 kkh&** 
They Bubfiet^nently asked for a refund, but the Nawib 
bod the audacity to threaten to barionado us with bamboos (tha 
gresteri insult that can be cffored to anyone here) if we do not 
keep quiet i an aSiont that we should be able to pay out for, 
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if we ooold put an army of from 14 to 15,000 men m the field 
08 the Engliah have done, who haYo dow made Mm so t-otne 
that the ncieio dgM of on EogUah flog U enffloieot. to drive him 
out of his mind with 

In 1759 the Uatdi abaodoned their peaceftil rdle* They were 
aBixioixs to share in the wealth aoqoired by the English in Bengal, 
andih^ir intrigiiea were readily sapportod by the new Nawfib 
J^ar KhiDj who^ alarmed by the growing power of the English, 
wished to eotinterbaliniee it by that of the Dateh. In Augnat 
176!) n Dutch vesBel arrived with a number of Enropean and 
Dutch troops, bnt (ho Nawab, apparently (ahen by surprise, 
failed to give them support, and Clive acted promptly, seiring 
and aearcMng one of their boats- They then withdrew after an 
exchange of formal remonstronceB and formal replies with the 
Council at CMusum. 

A more seriona danger soon threatened. In October 1759 
seven Dutch veasek arrived fall of troops. The Nawab had 
eoveral conferencoe with the Dutch officials, after which be wroto 
to Clive tlmt he had granted them certain trade eonoeaaiona and 
that they had promised to send away the ahips and troops as 
soon 08 the weather permitted. Newa soon came, however, that 
the Dutch were busily enliaiing soldiers and that their fleet waa 
moving up the Hooghly. The situation was oriticaL The fome 
on board the fleot oonakted of 700 European infanity and 800 
Malays^ while at CMnsura there wraa a garrison of 150 EuxopeanSi 
induding artillery, and a oonaiderable body of sepoys. ■'^To 
allow the Dntch troops to land and form a juuotion with the 
garriflon at CMnaura, was to admit the establishment of a rival 
and superior farce in the provinoe, which, coupled with the 
conduct of the Nawib, w^aa to submit to the certain ruin of the 
English influence and power in Bengal—to prevent thui^ which 
could only be done by force, was to commence hostilities with a 
nation, with which the mother country was at peace. 

Clive resolved on a bold course. He order^ np three ludia- 
men and a snow, the Li&pardt then lu the river, to protect 
Calouita, and reinforced the gsmBoii at Tanaa Fort and Char- 
nock^s Battery. At ttus time an additional foroe under Colonel 
Forde and Captain Knox opporttmely arrived from Maaulipafain, 
The former, though he had bean diemiseed by the Oompany, was 
placed' in oommand of the garrison, and the latter of Tanna Fort 
and Ghamock’s Battery- The Dutch sent a remonriranoe to 
Cdcuita, lecapitulating their grievances, and threateiiing ven- 
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geaace, if tHe Englidi Mwvhed tbeir Tesaek, or hindered their 
•hipt or troops coioiDg up the riror. Clive replied thet there 
no desiie to injure the Dutch trode or privilegfes, or to ineult their 
coloure, hut it wtia impofifflbb to dUow their TeBwU or troope to peea 
under existing treaties with the Now&b. Ho, therefore, referred 
them to the Mughal authorities, offering hia aervi(^ aaa mediator. 

Ilia coolntiB end audadty ouiaged the Dutch, Ihey seised 
eoveu trading vesBela, aud lauding at Fuita aud Raipur, at¬ 

tacked aad burnt the English factories, and oaptured the snow 
Ltoparti, On 20ih November Colonel Forde seized the Dutdi 
faotory at Baran agar and oroeeed the tlooghlyiUfith four 6eld-pioo^ 
to Ohwidemagore, in order to keep the gamsou at Chlnsuia in 
check and iateioept any Dutch troops which might march thow. 
On the 23id, the Dutch trooi» were landed below Sanir^ w^ 
their veaaels dropped down to Melancholy (KaoibhSli) Point. 
Hero, under Clive’s orders, Commodore Watson demauded a full 
apology, r^itution of the Euglish property, imd withdraw^ from 
the river. The demand woe refused, upon which the CommodotB 
attacked them ou the 24th Novemhee, took all Lheir ships except 
that of the second in ooiumand, who gsllaotly cut his way 
through to Kalpi, but was captured there by two British vessels. 

On the same day, at Chandemugoro, Colonel Foidc repulsed 
• a sally of tbo garrison of ChioBtira and drove them bock in tout 
to the town. In the afternoon ha was joined by a detachment 
under Captain Knox, and in the evening he heard that the Datdi 
fore© was up from the south. Eorde at once wrote off 

to Clive for an official order authoiiring him to fight the Dutch, 
ageiuet whom war had not hcon declaiod, Ghve received it at 
idaht whilst playing cards. Without leaving the table, he wrote 
on the back of the note iu pendl, ^^Dea^ Fordo, fight them 
immediately. I will send yon the order of Council to-morrow.” 

As soon as he received this, Colonel Forde inarched to the plain 
of Bedairah, which commanded the direct rood to Chinaura and 
gave his artillery aud cavalry full scope. The odion was abort, 
bloody and decisivo. In hol£-oa-hour the cuemy were completely 
defeated and put to flight, leaving 12u Europeana and 200 
Malays dead, 150 Europeans and as many Malays wounded, while 
Colonel Ronssel and 14 other officers, 350 Europeans and 200 
Malaya were made prisoners. The cavahy oompleted the rout, 
and only fourteen of the enemy escaped to Chinaura. The loss of 
the English was trifling. The Dutch ascribed their defeat to the 
fatigue ef a long march, want of artillery, and the disorder 
caus ed in paadng a nultafi in front of the British position.* 
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After thifl Tictoiy Porde invested CliinEKir(i» and the Dntck 
sued for pencop fait her ularmed hy f lip arrivnl of the 

ferocious Mfran, the Nawob's son, with sis Ihousnod horse. A 
oonveiitioii was then aignod ai Ghiveitip by which the Dutch 
engaged to pay an indeiiinity and the English agreed to restore 
their ships, atoms and prisoners, with the exception of anch as 
desired to enter iheir aervice^ An agreeme ut was neit con eluded 
between the Dutch and the Xawab, bj w'hich Ihe former promised 
to send away all their forces except 135 Europeans^ to restore 
their foriidcaiiona to ihoir iormei* condition, and never to allow 
more than one European ship at a time to eonio up the iivor 
beyond K^pi, Falta or ifayapur without tto exprtfsa aanction of 
the N awsb. Thns ended the dream of a Dutch empire in Iudia- 
They had at that time territorial pmp&rtj at Parloager and 
Chinsuia, betddos factories at Enlkapur {near Gossimbazar)^ Fatna, 
Dacca and Balnaoro.* The GoTemTUont conidstfd of a Director 
and seven Members, who were enbordinato to the adminiz- 
trotion at Batavia, where all vacancies were filled tip, the Council 
of Hooghly only making a^i itifarim appdniinonta. Orders and 
letters were, however, rocoivod at Chinsum direct from Holliuid, 
where advices woro despalehed annually. The Director and 
members w^ere allowed a certain porceuiage on the sole of impoits 
and opiums bosidee which they hod special opportiieitiee of 
enrichiiig themBelves by investing the large fiuma lying iij their 
hands.t The goods imported from Batavia were spiees and 
bars of Japan copper j the imports from Holland were eoflery, 
woollen cloth, dlvor and other European goods. The exports 
to Holland were pitw-goods, raw silt and saUpette, md to 
Java piece-goods, opiunt and s^tpetre, the greater part of the 
last being re-exported to Holland. Ijorge profits were made on 
the opium in Java, and also on the bidtioa silver used for 
ooinuig rupees in Bengali 

Their trade naturally enough declined with the loea of their power, 
but its decline was jiccolcrated by malveraufioii, as is clear a 
letter WTitten by the superior authorities at Bofaiia:—“For a 
senes of years a succession of Dixectora in B engal have been guilty 
of the groateet enormities and the foulest dmbouesty; they have 
looked upon the Company's effects confided to them as a booty 
thrown open to their dopredations j they have meet shamefully 
and arbitrarily falsified the invoice prices; they have violatod, 
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in the most diagraeefnl manner, all ooi orfaia and re^^ions 
with rtcaid to the pnwhaM of gooda, without paying the leart 
ettentiorto thdi oaths and duty Cajrtdn 
Admiral) StaToriiHW, who oame to Chinm™ from l^tavia 
confirms this unpreasion of Tsniahing trade and gives on intereet* 
iDK upoount of the Dutch settlement. The principal hous^ were 
one-storeyed and made of trick, Glees windows were nnkeo^, 
frames of twisted cane taking their pboo. There was a pn^o 
garden but it had neither a hnsh nor a "blade of grass. The 
Director alone was aUowed to ride in a f>mi. A Uttle way on the 
road to Chandemagote was a bnilding erected aa a froenmaons’ 
lodge, caUed Concordin. The walls of the fort (Fort Gustavns) 
^ in sneh a minona condition, that it would have been 
dangerous to fire the cannon mounted on them. Tho weakuess 
of tho defences and the poverty oI the plow were reolL^ in 
October 1769 while StaToiiona was in Bengal. The Director 
having f^ed to pay oustom duties for some time, the Ffntjd^tr of 
Uooirhlv sent an agent to collect them. The agent was flogged, 
and the Fowjtfdi' then iuv^ed Ohinsura with 10,000 or 13,000 
men. After 13 days the sioge was raised on the mterrention 
of tho British, tut in this short time many had died of ^arration. 

In 1781, on the outbreak of war with Holland, Chiesara was 
taken by the Britidi. The Dirodor at that time was Johannes 
Matthias Boss, a warm friend of "WarTeu Hostings and hia wifo, who 
paid him several visits at Chinaaia. It was caiefnUy ormnged, to 
savo bis anwnr pfoprt^ that a Lugo foroe should march on the place 
ond demand, its snrreader, but by some misteko only a subaltom 
and 14 men were sent. Offended at this want of oonrtesy, Ross 
defied the detachment and refused to sarrender to anything less 
than a regiment of sepoys, which was then soot from Chanderaagoro, 
Chinsnra was restored to the Dutch in 1783, but was agmu taken 
from them iu 1795, aud adminirfered first by a special Comiuis- 
sioQor and then by the Judge-Magistrate of Hooghly. It was 
Bgmn handed book in 1817, but tho tenure of the Dutch was not 
of long duration, for it was made over to the British with the other 
Dutch sottlemonta in Bengal by a treaty ooncluded in 1834 Tho 
British entered into poeseadon in M ay 1835, when the Director 
Overbeok and ^ht minor officials were granted a poison, 

Prom tho account given by Mm Fenton, who visited the plwe 
in January, 1827. it is cleat that by this time the Dutch of Chinsum 
had fallen on evil days. The English quarters wore extrem^y 
ehcerfiil and neat, but “the part that may "bo called Dutch eshibito 
fuctnies of rain and melancholy beyond aDytbing ytm c an im agine. 
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Tom BTfl imdiii^ to thiiik tbat ireiy mmj jeon mumt hare pa£gsd 
awAj aineo these dreftiy babitatioDfl weuo the dheerfml abode of 
uian.” The spuoo betweea the hoasefl was ao veiy marrow that 
two persoaa only oould walk together i and Mrs, Footos was glad 
to leave * thia dtj o£ sUsdoo aad deoayNor woa the appoaiaiioe 
of the Dfltive towm mmoh better. “ The character of everything ie 
gloomy^ gloomy without the impodog effect prodctoed by the 
mighty lolicfl of art* or the sublime dmtiges of oature^ We 
froqueutly pass the dwoUinga of rich nativefli large rmiuoms-looking 
hotiaea, the window frames half decayed, the walla black with damp^ 
iro pretty garden or clump of trees and shiubei but a formal range 
of mango or tamarind trees i nothing to e^cdte the imagination.^' 

The following is a list of the Dutch Directors (with the yearSp. 
during which they held o^oe)^ lo far as they have baem traoed 
Mathews Van der Brouoka (1658-64), Martians Huysmam (1684)^ 
W* de Bov (1706), Antonio Hujaman (1713), Mona Taist tl734)p 
PatraA 73^^27J, Slchbrmao 1744), Hmygeus (1749,>, Loma 

TaiUefert (1754), Adrian Blsdome [175-^9), George Louis Yemet 
(1764-70) p Sosa 11780), P* Bmojs (1783), Tit&uh (1780), X A. 
Van Braam (1817), and D* Overbeek {1818-26/*. Tan der 
Broucko caused the Hooghly river to be carefully surveyed, and 
under hia order he drst regular pilot chart was prcparcd^ Yemet, 
a Frenchmari, was secoDd-in-oommand at K&lkapur when Calcutta 
was taken by the English aud showed great kindness to the 
English fugitives: Warren Hostings was ono of the latter, and 
Yernel, like Boas, was a warm friend of his. 

The first Englishman to visit Beagul was Balphi Fitch, a 
pioneer merchant of Lioiidon, who came to Hooghly among other 
places about 1588, and on his return thrilled London in 1501 with 
the magnificent possibilities of Eastern commerce/^ In December 
1000 the East India CotupaDy was incorporated by royal dLorter 
under the title of “The Governor and Company of Merchants of 
London trading into the East Indies PVom the first the 
Company's servants were desirous of obtainiiig itadlng concessions 
in BengsL And tried to aeoure them through the Englkh ambassador, 
8ir Thomas Boe; but he was not snceesfiful, lor he mporu^d in 
December 1617:—“A Jlrtnan for BoLgol cannot be had while 
the Prince hath Suratt/‘t Another attempt to open up trade 
with Bengal was mode in 1620 p two agents^ named Hughes and 
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Parker, being sent from the factory at Surat to Patna to 
purchase doths nod establish a branch iactoiy there. Ibo 
mifision inifl a failore. for the eiponso of transporting goo^ 
from Patna to Agra, and thence to Surat, was great ; “ 

March 1631 Patna ™ ravaged by n terrible fire, m which 
their hotue and merchandiae we're destroyed.* A fresh attaint 
TfBfi made in 1653, when Peter Muadj waa sent from Agra. He 
staved at Patna from 17th Beptomber to 16lh November, but 
this mission al*o proved a failure.i In March 1633 the Agent 
at sent eight Englishmen under Palph C^wrighL 

to open up trade on the coast. They lauded at Haiishpur in 
Oriesa. went up to Cuttack, and seenred from the Governor a 
Ucense nuthormog iroe trade in Orissa. Armed with thia autho¬ 
rity, they eatabUiihed a factory at Uariharpur in Cuttack, and 
OH 16tli Jane Cartwright prixeeded to BalasoreT wkei^ aaother 
factory was set up.: Owing, however, to the ignorance of the 
fft fvlxyin , trade Imguished; and the mortality among the 
Eniopeana in Oriflaa was so great, that about 1642 the factory at 

lleriharpnr was ahandonedj , , -j 

About tbia time the English appear to have had ideas of 
aeltUng at Hooghly, for in 1633 Poule writes from BaloBore that, 
owing to the Portuguese having been reatorodto favour with 
the Emperor and xe-ontered Hooghly, “ our expectation of 
is frtiatTayt.’*ll When eventually it woa decided to eBtablisb a 
factory inland up the Ganges, Captain John Broofchnven was 
despatched in 1650 with the ship Lj/oivse ond several uaaistants 
and given discretion “ for tbebupng btingiDg away of goods 
or Bottling a tactoiy at Hooghly." The Captain, after amving at 
Batasore, despatched James Biidgemaji with three asautanta^ to 
make a HCtUement at Hooghly, and gave them long inatructiona 
miderdate 14th Decomber 1650-11 They w^ to attempt the 
refining of saltpetre and make experimenia in waohing sUk ^ 
Hooghly, while in the purchase of augsr they were to model their 
methods on those of tho Dutch- Having settled their busmem at 
Hooghly, they were to go on to B&imahal and endeavour to aeoi^ 
apAdmiasor Hconse for free trade in Bengal through *Mr, Garasl 
Boughton, Chirurgeon to the Prince,’ In this h^ble fa^on 

did tbe set about eBtabliabidg a sdttlem&iit in Bengw -_ 
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In 1657* tho Hooghly factory be<j^9 the bead aganoy 
in Bengal^ with anbordinoto agenciflfl at Balasore^ Cosaimbazar 
and P^na, George Gawton beiag tJie first Chief Agents* He 
wus stieoeeded neit year bj Jonathan Trevisot ’?*rho rebelled at the 
exaetioxifii of the Mughal GoTemor of Hooghly- The latter had 
dineo 1658 innlcted the Biitiah of Ea 3^000 a year in lieu of 
onstom duties, and in 1661 the esaaporated Agent seised a uatiro 
veseeh The Viceroy, Mir Jumla, ordered immodiate repordtion 
and threatened to sebe tbe factory and expel the ^English. 
Trevifla, alarme<l at the reonlta of Ida predpitato action, wrote for 
orders to Madras, wharenpon he was directed to apologize at once 
and restore tho boat. Thla was done; but the ananal payment of 
Its, 3,WO had still to be mode- Next year (1662) TreTisa 
farther distingniahed himself by forbidding an English vossel to 
i^ome up the river Hooghly, on the groand of its clangors, though 
the Cdtui defilred that their ships shonld soil up and Dutch veseela 
of G60 tons did so regulflrljr+ In the same year the factory waa 
made sabordinate to Madroa, the title of tbe Agent being changed 
to ‘ Chief of tho Fuctoriefl in the Bay/ and Trevisa was superseded 
by William Blake, who was diieeted to Cali all the servants of the 
Company “ to account for all actions which hath passed since their 
being in the Bay/^ During his tenure of office, in 1668, the 
English began to andertako tho pilotage of che river and thus 
inaugurated tbe Bengal Pilot Service. 

In 1676, when Bireynsham Master, the Ftorident of Madras, 
oama to Bengal oa a tonr of inspection, the question was ogam 
debated whether Hooghly or Balasore woe the most suit able place 
for the residence of the Chief; and the Counoil decided in favour 
of Hooghly, as *the key of Bengal.*t In 1079, I^laster again 
visited Bengal and reorgauiEod the factories. U odor the regu> 
lations laid down by him the trade in Bengal was placed 
Under the general control of the Chief and Council at Hooghly^ 
The Council couaifitcd of four memberot and there wore also 
allowed for Hooghly a miniEter, surgeon, a secretsiy and a 
steward. The following Agents and Chiefa of Hooghly can be 
traced for this periodCaptain Johu Brookhaven (1659), Jamee 
Bridgomou (lG5i~53), Paul Walgrave or Waldegmve (1653), 
George Gawton (1658), Jonathan Trevisa (1668—€3), William 
Blako (1663—69), Shorn Bridges 11669-70), Walter Ckvell 
(1670^77), and Mathias Tiucenl (1677—82). 

The fiist factory of the English in Hooghly adjoined that of 
the Dutch, and narrowly eeca^ destruction by flo^ at the Umo 
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when the old Dutch factory waa swept away, Ooe reault of these 
floods wbb that the river in front of the factory was scoured out to 
a depth of 16 fathoma, forming what was oaJl^ the HoogUy 
Hole*. Fearing that the hank would be undenniaed, t^ English 
ahont 1605, bdlt a new factory, a quarter of a mUo higher ap*. 
convertiag the old factory into a general wajfehouse, while the new 
factory was the residence of the Chief end the fnotors. Xhe pay 
of the Agent waa £100 la 1668, hat was raised in 1682 to £300 
plus a gratuity of £100 per annum. The factors received pay 
of £30 to £40, and writera £10 a yeart. All officors had frM 
quartem, and, if angle, free Iwaidlttg at a piiblic table, or, if 
married, wore allowei diet money. The higher ofEceri wew 
allowed wages for a certain anmber of servants, besiuee the 
ttee of the general ftervaata of the factory,. The officers 
carried on private trade, makiug use not only of their owu 
money, bat also of the snms of the Company lying in their 
hands. In this way many of them amaesfid fortune^ often in 
partaershlp uith the merthants. culled ‘ interlopers,* who defied 
the Company’s claim to a monopoly, thus committing what 
the Diiectois called 'Hhe treacherous and unpardonable am of 

complyanc-e with iuterleperal.*' _ , . , 

In 1681 the factoriee in Bengal were again made independent 
of Madras, and William Hedges waa appoiuted ‘ Agent and 
Goveruor of the factories in the Buy of Bengal* with orders to 
eeise and send heme Tiueeat, the then Chief of Hooghly, who 
hod been guilty of ‘oditms infidelity' in countenancing 
ititerlopera. Tbotnaa Pitt, the grandfather of the Earl of Chatham, 
who was the chief interloper, set out from England nearly a 
month later and arrived in Bengal (in July 1683) before Hedges. 
Ho SMlftd up to Hocghly. took up bis quarters at ChiuBnis, and, 
with the assistance of the Dutch and Bengali merchants, began to 
build warehonses and start a new trade. He negotiated with 
the native governor of Hooghly and, under the title of the New 
Company, obtained an order giving him commercial 
privil^B and liberty to build a faetoryJ! Hedges succeeded 
in getting an order for his arrest, but it waa never eiectttod. 
The interlopers readily agreed to pay the Mughal hie dues, 
and no aigumnnts or bribes availed against thomli. They were 
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ako cm the bcffit of ferma with the Cojxtpftiiy'ft fadors, and Hed^ 
wii 3 powerleBfl to lotioh theiti. 

Hedges htxilier fonnd that the trade at HeogWy was almost 
at a standjstill owing to the exoctioiiB of the euatoms odicera. He 
resolved to appeal to the Nawab at hut hia boats were 

seiKod and had to make a etaaltlij escape from Hooghlyhy nights 
At Ducea he obtained a ntcml'er of promises but little more, for 
after his return to Hooghly the Company's boeta were still 
stopped and their goods eeired, vhilo Hedgea* bribes failed to 
soonre esemptioa from custom duea. After haying onihroiled 
himself with the Company"s Bervante geaemlly and disastMad 
the Directors completely^ Hedges was dismiBsed In 1083, and 
Beard was appointed Agent- Boards a foebla old maiit who was 
unable to deal with the disputee between the Epglish and the 
local officials, died at Hooghly in 1885* and was fiucceeded by 
Job Cbamoctj then Chief of the Pactoiy at Ccasiinbaiar and 
second member of the CounciU 

The situation w'hich Char nock had to face was critical The 
interlopers were mischievoasly actiye. They wore secretly helped 
hy the Company'^s factors, and they were permitted to buy and 
soil openly, on payment of custom dutiea to the ^aw4h s officials. 
The quarrel between the Company and the eabordinates of the 
Xawab had ondel m the Company's boats being stopped, the sale 
of its silver prohibited* and its trade interfered with. Charoock 
himself had great i^fficulty in making his way to Hooghly from 
Gossimbcu&ar* Ho had been direoted to pay Hsr 43,000 in settle^ 
ment of a clabn made by some native merchants, and the factory 
was invested by troops to prevent his escape. It was not till 
April 1686 that ho got throogh the cordon and rea 4 diod 
Hooghly** 

When Charnoot took over charge, he found the Court of Direo- 
ioiA resolved on wax. They wrote Thai, rince those Gnveraors 
have hy that tuafortunate Accident^ and audacity of the Inter-« 
lopers, got the knack of trampling upon us, and eitorfiag what 
they please of our estate from us, by the besieging of our factcFnea 
and stopping of our boots upon the Ganges. They will never 
forbaer doeiog see till we have made them as sensiblo of out 
power as we have of our truth and justice.’^ Accordingly, with 
the sanction of the King James the Company despatched 
a aquadxon of aisc ships and three frigates with sii cornp&moo 
on board. Nicholson* who was in commands was iostrueted 
to take on board the Compauy*a officers in Bengal, to send 
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an nltliodiTm to the Nawib, and to seize ell the Mughal 
TBssela be eould. If no ^reomout could be roade with the 
Nawab, the bulk of the force ehould take and fortify Chittagong, 
of irhich Job Chainoek was to be GoTeroor*. 

The Rtiehnttr and one frigate arrived first "ndth a force of 108 
soldiers; while a sinaU rainforcomoot waa received from Madiea, 
which, with the garrisoQ p± Hooghly, brought the number of the 
EngUah troops to about 400 men. The arrival of reinforce* 
monte alarmed the Kawib, who ordered 300 horee and 3,000 or 
4,000 foot to protect the town. The FwtjdAt^ Abdnl Ghani, 
prohibited (he ftupply of provisioiiB to the English and erected a 
battery of 11 guns to commaud the English shippmg in the 
Hooghly Holet. 

A rupture soon ensued. On 2Sth October three Eoghsb 
soldiers, who had gone into the bazar to buy victuals, were seiaed, 
beaten and carried off to the Fa^jtlar. Captaia Leslie was 
inunediately ordered out of the factory with a company of aoldiera 
to bring them in, dead or iJive. On hia 'way, he was set 
upon by a body of horse and foot, which he routed. The 
enemy nest fired a number of houses near the EngllBh factory ■ 
aud the old factory was also burnt down. The boltery having 
opened fire ou the shipping, a detaohment uua sent under 
Captaia Eichaidson to attack it, while the rest of the soldiers 
were ordered up from Ghandemegore. The latter took Ihebtdtery 
by asennlt, and, after spiking and dianountiug the guns,^ carried 
the fight into the town, biiming as they went and driving all 
before them. In tho oveuing the English ketches and sloops 
came up and *' kept firing and battering the town most part of 
that night and next day, and maklug frequent sallies ou sboro, 
burning and plandering,'' The Fnej'ddF, through the Dutch, 
now applied for an prsusuco. To this the English readily agreed, 
for they conld not have meintained the place against the large 
force which was hourly expected; and they hod no lees than * 
12,ClfiO or 14,000 bags of saltpetre which they wore avrioua to 
ship. ChaiDocIr, reaUriiig that his porition was untenable, euterod 
into some iutructuoiis negotiations with the Nawab, and deteir* 
mined to retire to Hjjlll, where the samindir, who was at war "mth 
the Mughals, invited the English to build factories and proimsed 
assistance, last, on the 20th December 1686, the English 
left Hooghly with all their goods, and dropped down the river 
to tiatantUi. 
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Irt Jannarj 1087 Chamock again antared into negotLfttionB 
with the Nawab, but the latter refos^ hia domanda and sent 
down a Bakehit HfiEied Abdul Gamidf to Hooghly with two 
thotLSood liorsa. Host iliiies wore now resumed, but the reat of 
the war took place outside thia dMiict and need be only bnefij 
noticed. After eoeling and bimimg Baksorei the Englkh 
fortified thomselvaa in the island of IlljlUi bnt a truce waa 
concluded in June. The EngUsh then handed over the fort, and 
made their way to Uinborii, iheueo to little Tanna* and 
eventually in September 1687 amved at Sntannti** where 
Chamock and bis Conocil remained for more than a year. In 
the meantime, the London Birectoia cent ont Captain Heath 
with ordera to take off all the English and ceptnre Chittagong. 
He arrived at Calcutta in Septeiiiber 10S8, took away Obamock 
and hifi compamona, and oei 8th November sacked Balasore. He 
arrived at Chittagong in January 1688, but left it without doing 
anything and returned to iV^adroa, where Chamoch and hia 
amifitanffi stayed for sixteen mootha Eically, the ceuitefly of 
the new Nawab, Ibrihim KhiJij indnced the Madras authorities 
to send Chomock and hif Council hack to Bengal* They arrived 
at But aunt i on 24Lh Augoet 1690. Henry Stanley and 
Thomas Mackrith were sent to Hooghly^ whence the former sent 
to Charnock euch email ueoeeeariea ae a pair of water jaia 
three targe dishes^ and a dozen platea. They were leealled to 
Calcutta shortly afterwanLi on the declaration of war with the 
Prench. Cbaruook declined to go back to Uoogbly or to a place 
two milea below it, which waa offered bj the MusaUnau Govern- 
tnent, but finally settled at Calcutta, where he died in I693.t 
The attempt of the Company to keep their mouopoly of the East 
Indian trade intaet, and their bitter persecution of the free 
traders or " interlopers,*^ hod by tbia time rsieed up a number 
of enetoiea in England. A new Company was formed, duly 
constituted under the name of ‘^The English Company trading 
to the East ludiee”. Sir Edward Littleton waa appointed its 
Prwudent and Agent on the Bay , and with his Council and 
fiictom made hia head^ioarieTB at Booghly in 1699,+ The rival 
Compauiea continued their quarrelfi for severs! years j but the 
new Company was generally unfortunate both in its men and 
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ia i!fi iriade, S<^veral agsistajita died at HoogMy ; and a nmnbaj 
of military guardf^ died or doetrted. littleton oegieded hifl 
dutiea and i™ lound to kaTo miaapproprifttod part of the Com- 
paDj's money. The two Com]^iiiee were amfllgamabed ia April 
1702, when ordota were aeiit to the Presidoiil to. withdraw the 
oat^faotorioA, quit Hooghly aad lotiro to Cfllcutta,*" Thia was 
done flome time after 4th July 1704, on which dote a ooaaalt*- 
tion of the CJoundl at Hooghly ia recorded.t Ta the dotation 
0oTenimont now get tip, the Coandl was preidded over in alternate 
weeks hy Mr* Ualaey of the old Company and Mr* Hedges of the 
new Company, the officfO of IVeaidont haviiig heea enspended for 
OHS year. 

Though the Edgikh had now made Calcutta their head¬ 
quarters, they kept up their conneotiorL with Hooghly eo long 
aa it oontinaed to be the aeat of the FaydAr, Iti 1700 wo find 
that the F^ujddr threatened to send a JT^ti to Calcutta to adminis^ 
ter justice amoEg the natives; hut a timely bribe to the Karim, 
Prince AzIm-us-ShAh, produced an order foibiddlng this step.i 
Next, in March 1702, the iu pursuouee of the Emperor^s 

proclamation that redress was to he made for the piraciefl com¬ 
mitted by the Kutopeang, ordered the sebure of ail the effects of 
the old Company at Calcutta, but was detemd from executing hifi 
order by the vigoroufl iuea£nres of defence taken by the President, 
Beard,^ who wss determined not “ to bo slwaya giving way to 
every little raacal"". Later in the some yeiff the Fttujd^^ not 
sBfkfled with a preeeni of Rs. 6|000, deiDanded a larger Him as 
his price for allowing the free transit of the Company'fi goods. 
Beard, however, ret^ated by riepping the Moghsl shipi bound for 
&niet and Permo, and the Fa^idd• then gave wayj] In ITOS o 
newly appoiated Governor, a ^ hot-headed pAottidist^^ gave more 
trouble, stopping the Englieh trade and imprisoimig their son anfa 
at Hooghlyli ; and in 1713 a force of 60 soldiers had to be sent up 
to Hooghly to protest ogrinsi: another stO| page of trade and 
threaten lepiiflolB-** To prevent such iotermptioiis to their 
oommercet the CouBcil from time to time paid money and gave 
preeentB to the Hooghly F^ujddr and his subordinatea [ and a 
takil or agent was kept there as their inlenuediaiy ft ^he factory 
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hoTiB«, how«T€r, la cLiuge of onlj two oi time peoua 

ftLd & uaiiTe garden^f i and in December 1713, wus deerribed aie 
being partly in rtUDf* ai.d the garden oe coutaiLing iiothiiig but 
weeds.* 

Daring the lost daja of Moliammndan role Hooghly again 
figured pitrtuinentlj. When birij-ud-danli wm marching agaijiet 
Calcutta in 1756, the Engliab seat a party of 15 men up to Sukh* 
flAgar to reconnoitre. This gave rise to a rumour that the EisgUsh 
were oa their way to attack tlooghly, and the Xaw3b hurriedly 
seat down 2,000 horse to hold the town.t Clive and Watson 
retook ('alcattft oo 2tid January l"o7 ; and o^n the 4th Jannary 
embarked a force of about 300 grenadiers and 300 sepoya 
on board the Bt idg^vaUr, the sloop and the T/tnitder 

bomb ketch, which were sent, with a flotilla of boats and aloopa, to 
surprise Ilooghly town. "While goiugujithe river, the /irid'jtftrofir 
grounded, and owing to the delay thus caused the people of 
Hooghly had time to carry away most of their effects. At 
length, with the help of a Dutch pilot from Baranagar, the vessels 
reached Ilooghly on the 9tll Jannary and began to bombard the 
town. J'helr tire made a small breach iu the south-eoet bastion, 
after which the sailors, fuUowed by the sepoys a^ d grenadiers, 
stormed the fort, the gairisoa of 2,00d men flying before them. 

The fort having been captured, the English proeoeded to secoie 
possession d the aeighbonihood. On the I3th January a small 
force sallied out to hardel, which they found full of previsions said 
to be intended for the ^awaVs army. A force of 5,006 men 
Bunoutided the detaohraent, but after firing Handel, it fought its 
way back without loss. On the I5tb, after having disabled the 
enemy's giios, demolished the walls and burut the houses both 
within and without the fort, the English proceeded up the river 
and burnt down the granaries above Bandel (Shihganj). On 
the I7th the European troops were sent down to Calcutta; 
while the sailors and sepoys were employed in plundering the 
country, The work of destruction was contipnod onthelSth; 
on the 2Uih some more vessels were taken at Chinsara; and at 
length on the 22ud the fleet left foe Calcutta. In the meantiuie, 
the Xawsb had been moving down with his army, a spy report¬ 
ing his arrival at NayAsarsi on the 16th January, On the ist 
February, he wrote a letter to Clive saying that he had arrived 
at Hooghly, and on the 9th ho signed a treaty ^eing not to 
molest the Company in the enjoyment of their privileges, to 
permit the free transit of their goo ds, to reatore the factoriea 
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Add plundered property, end to pormit the Company to eetahliah 
a mint and fortify Cdonita. 

The next important event la the history of the Engliah waa 
the capture of Chnndemagore on 2drd Xfoith ITS”, ThJa will 
be described later, and here it vrill suffice to say that Nanda 
Knm&r, who was then acting as GoTemor of Hooghly, hod been 
ordered to move to the assistance of the Freadi, bat had 
apparently been bribed and did nothing. Nanda Knmir nna not 
aonfinned, bttt dUplaced by Sheikh Aminiillft, to whom Clive wrote 
in June 1757, saying that he was marekiag to Munthidab&d 
and would destroy the town, if the /wiv’i/fir interfered with his 
march, or oppos^ the passage of boats or snppliea. The 
laitjiiif meekly yielded, and on the idth Jane the EtigUsh 
array went pa^ Chiosura, both by river and land, on their 
eventful mareh to the bottle of Plassey. 

la 1769^ war broke out between the Dateh and hlnglish. 
Mir Jafar, the new Kawlh, intrigued with the' Dutch, who had 
grown jeidoufi of the iooreasing power of the British Company. 
This brought on jt^ W battle between Kurop^ns in "Wert Ben gd. 
which toot place oiiThe Rdbghly river.at Melaneholy Point and 
■bn Tend at Bedansh, the Datoh,ji^alieadjiJfflIated,..heiiig.aigaaUy 
defeated. FinoUy, hylhe treety_ signed by Itir Kirira A ll in 
B^ember 1759+ the Hooghly diirict was placed under the 
India Company, 

^ Tbe Danish East India Company war formed in 1612, and 
their fiiat settlement was at Tranqnebar in the Tan jore dirfriot. 
Their first venture, like the eecond Portuguese venture in the Bay 
of Bengal, ended in the wreck of their vessel. Its captain. 
Crape, made hU way from the Coromandel Coast to the court of 
the King of Tanjore, from whom he obtained a grant of land. 
Here a fort, the ‘Dansboig,’ Wds built in 1G30, but four yean 
later it become the property of the King of Deumaik, to whom 
the Company owed money.* Before 1633 the Donee must have 
made their way further up the Bay, for a passage in Bruton's 
of that year refers to the passes granted by the Danes, 
Dutch and Euglish to vessels trading on the coast of Orissa. 
Their flnt &ctoiy in Bengal was establifibed at Balasere, seme 
time after 1636, according to Walter davell.* It remained 
their chief factory till 1643 or 1644, when they became involved 
in a quarrel with the GoTemoi of Bolaaore, hfalik whoi, it 
ii said, poisoned the Danes, seieed their goods, and demolished 
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their factory. The Datte« declared war^ but, having neither a fleet 
nor an aitnv, could do little^ tJie eain tctd of their acooinpliBhiDeiite 
in 32 jeara being the capture of 30 Moorifili i-egaeb. In 1674 
the arriTal of a ship o! 16 gune and otie sloop enahled them to 
Eeire £ve yeseala in the BaUaore Hoads. "J hereupon the GoTemor^ 
Miiiik K&fliiii, promifled to give them the same trading privLtegee 
ns the Eoglifib^ to build a factory for them at BnloBore, and to 
pay them Lis &,00(} to Ha, 6*000 for thdr exponsefi On receiving 
this promise, the Danes gave np tbo irefisels they had seized; but 
as soon os their Commodore^ with five or sis men, went into the 
tov^Ti and paid a visit to the Governor* the latter detained them, 
saying that, unless confirmed by the Nawab, the agreoment could 
not be carried out. In 1676, ffUk \^yghert, another Com¬ 
modore, came to Balosore in a ahip^ went up to Hooghly in a 
sloop, and thence by budgerow to Dacca. Here, at an ontlay 
of Ba. 4,006 10 Ea 6,000, he got from the Nawib, 

Shaista Khan, authorising the Danes to trade of custom dues 
in Bengal and Orissa- Under this authority a fresh, factory w'aa 
fitarted by the Danes at Balaaoie in 1076.* 

The Danes ueit set up another factory oa the river Hoc^hly 
at GondolpAri iu the south-east of what is now the Pieueh toni- 
toiy of Ch^dernogore. A trace of this settlement still survives 
in the name given to a part of GondalpSri, viz,, 
the land of the Danes. It woe not in existence in 1676 when 
Streynaham Master came up the Hooghly river, but il; must have 
been started some time before the beginning of the iStk centiiry, 
when Alexander Hamilton wrote There are Eeveiol other 
villages on the river*a ride on the way to Hooghly, but none 
remarkable till wo come to the Dauea^ Factory, which stands 
about lour tnilea below Hooghly* But the poverty of the 
Danes has mode them desert it, after having robbed Ibe Mogul 
subjects of some of their shipping to keep themselves from 
starving^’^t This factory is al$o tnentioned by on adventurer' 
who woa given letters to “Monsure Attrope, governor of the 
Danes Factory at Gondnlpara,which he virited in 17124 

Another factory of the Danes is shown in Taleotijn a map 
(published in 1723j, on the cast bonk of the river ^pcriio ^e mouth 
of the river ^ Bassaudheri ” i.r.^ the KAni Damodoi, under the 
name Deenae Logi^i the Danish lodge. Hub factory is also 
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tnentioned by Hftimlton :— ** At a Utth below the mouth, of it, 
(the Ganga, M., the Rupomyan}, the Danes have a thatoht 
House, but for what Reafione they kept an house there, I never 
eould learn,” * A few years earlier, in 1700, Sir Ed^wd little* 
ton noticetl that the Danish oBaistante were auppUed with wivee 
from Europe, and did not marry n8tivea,+ 

The Danes abandoned their factories along the Ho<^hly in 
1714, as we learn from an entry i« the Diory and CousaltatioQB 
Book of the Council at Fort Wiliiam. ‘'There having been a 
difference between the Danes and the Moois' Govertiment for 
some time, en which the Danes have been forced to Leave their 
Factory, ai^d have seised a Ldnge Suratt Ship Lioden u'lth 
Sugar, Silk and other goods hound for Sutatt, and belonging to 
Merchants there. They are now making the best of their way 
down the River, to wait for what other Ships aball go out belong¬ 
ing to the Moors and then dedge for Triaeomber.”j The 
Mnghal Governor of Hoogbly holing asked the English to 
mediate, some letters were written by Williom Hedges and his 
Coimeil to Hr. Attmp, “ Chief for Aifoirs of the Roysll Com* 
pony of Denmark.” JHar KhSn, the Diwoii, promised to moke 
their eggiessors give the Danes full satisfaction for all the 
injuries done them ar.d to reimburee them for nil the cborgea 
they incurred, iu their defence, and further promised that if they 
would remain two or three mouths in the river, he wonid secure 
them a royal fhmmAn. Attrup refused the overtures, and a 
aabsequent letter from Madras shows that ” the Danes' prise 
taken from the Hoorn” arrived there iu Jonuoiy 171© and went 
on to Tranqnebar.''^ 

In 1735 the Danes re-established themselves, having secured 
from AliVntdi Khin, a ooDsideiable cost, the grant of a 
settlement at Berampore. For this grant apparently they were 
mainly indebted te the good offices of Monsieur Law, the 
Chief of the French factory at Cossimbasar, who wrote in 
his Memoirs:—“ The previous year (1755) hod brought him 
(Biraj-ud-d p'da) iu a good deal of money owing to the busiaess 
of eetabliohiiig the Danes in Bengal. In foot, it was only by 
means of hie order that I managed to conclude this affair, 
and the Kaw&b Alt Voidi Kh#n let him have all the profit.'* 
Reuault, the Goverror of Chanderii agore, also clumed credit 
for their Te-establishment. Whoever was entitled to the credit, 
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the Danes sod Frencli had for mm^ tiine bean cm Teiy good 
termfi, for two jeais before thSe the Da.nei had been allowed 
to load and nnload cargoee at Chandemagoret where they were 
seized ( and represented by an agent named SoatTiiap.* Soetmen 
waa the Brst Governor of the new seltloitient and proc:eeded to fake 
poesesfiion op 7th October 1755, bnt the whole day wa« paaecd in 
disputea with the native officiak. Next day the Dani^ flag 
was hoist ed^ and the Bettlemeat was loyally named Frederiks 
nagore after the King of Dopmark, Frederick V. 

Though the Danes had been allowed to settle at Seraiopore 
and to trade in Bengal, they were not permitted to fortify their 
flettlement or keep np a garrison.t In spite of this^ Siraj-ud-daolA, 
when odvancing on Calcutta in 1766, called oji them, aa woR aa 
the French and Dutch, to get their ‘ vessela of force ^ ready and 
attack the EngUah from the river, while he delivered hia assault 
by laud. All three natiors eacuaed themselves on one pretext or 
another, the Danish Govemor replying that he had neither 
horsCf foot gona, but waa living in a xoieerable mud hut with 
only two or three Borvauta.^ The plea was evidently not 
arccepted, for the Nawib on his retoru from the capture of 
Gulcntta, levied from the Danee a fine of Es, 25,000* a l^e snm 
ooDfddering that they had then very little trade in Bengal, 
only one fihipi tho Etnff of lAfWPJ/ruJt, having come from IVaoque- 
bar all that yearWhen Chaudemagore was taken by the 
Englifih on 23rd March 1757, some of the French found refuge 
at Sorampore with the Dauea,!! who evidently had not forgotten 
the help given them two years before. The English Govern- 
motit at C^entta took umbrage at this. To mark their resentment, 
the Council stopped the paasago of the King oj JJffimittk in 
January 1769, and refused the Ddaea the loan of four canpon 
and some ammnnition next year. There was & more eerioua 
quarrel in 1763. Some British eepoys wore chaEged with assault- 
iug some Danish peons and were sentenced to 26 lasface oscLu 
The British, thereupon, iuvested Sorampore, but withdrew on 
reoeiving an apology.li 

Tho decline oJ Daaifih trade oontioued for a few^ years later, as 
may be gathered from the account given by Btavorinus in October 
1769 1 -—Going down tfrom Chinsura) I landed at Serampore, 
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wHen the Danea havie a fadioiy i i:lua is tie most loconddeTablo 
European oHablifihment on the Qaiigee, consisting onlj, besides 
the TiUnge occupied by the notiToe, in. a few houses inhabited by 
Entopetma, Their trade is of very Uttle importance.”* It soon 
revived. The servanta of the East India Company, not being 
allowed to remit their BaTlngs by bills on the Dbectoraj bad 
to make their remittances through foreign factories. Moreover^ 
England was at war with the United States, France and Uolluod i 
and to eecapc the enemies' piivateere and men oi-war, the Engliah 
sent their goods home in the neutral Tessele of the Danes. '* No 
fewer than twenty-two ships, meetly of three masts, and amount¬ 
ing in the aggregate to more than 10,000 tons, cleared ont from 
the port in the short space of nine months.”t These were the 
golden days of Sorampore, Factors who drew pay of oily Ea. 2uti 
a month dmnk champagne at Ks, 80 a dosen, and in a few 
years mtumed home with huge foituneal These too were the 
days in which the town became famous in the Christian world as 
the headipiarteiB of the Baptist misaioiiaiies; for in 1799 
T tfuT^tiTTiftn . Ward and two other missonariw came to Soiampore, 
where they were soon joined by Carey, 

la 1801, hostilities haring been reeuraed with Denmark, Semni- 
pore was seised by the British, but was restored neit year on the 
conclnmon of the Peace of Amiens. The Danish trade after this 
oontinued to floniish, as the Bay swarmed with French privateers, 
and the Cskntta mercbanta were only too eager to ship their goods 
in neutral bottome under the Danish flag. In 1808, however, war 
with Denmark having been again declared. Lord itinto, the then 
Governor-Geoeral, aent a detachment of British troops to capture 
the town, while his son, who was in command of the frigate 
Motititf, toot the Danish ships lying in the river. Semmpore 
wns then administered by the Judge-Magistrate of Hooghiy until 
1815, when it was restored to the Danes on the conclosioa 
of the Peeoe of KieL Though the Danes recovered the town, they 
did not regain their trade. A shoel had formed, in front of the 
town Olid thmr goods were ousted by British competition. 
Between ISIS and 1845 only one vessel visited the port, while in 
1813-14 the total revenue was only Es, 13,231 ? 

The decadence of Seram pore at this time is clearly shown 
by the acoeunt of Bishop Hebei, who visited it in December 
I8li}3, The settlement, he said, had grievously declined EUioe it 
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WM taken by th& Britiakf and all the mote becauao^ when it was 
tevtored, the Daniah Qovefninent had not atipoloted for the eontU 
nniLDce of a grant of 2QQ ohesta of oplmn yearly, which tW En«t 
India Company had pneTioiialy supplied at cod' price The 
riftTenne did not meet current e^ponaae, and the SoTertatnent had 
been ntteriy unable to telieTe the finffering recently cenaed by an 
inundation. Bishop Heber, howeTer^ admiied, the place—‘"a 
bandeome place, kept beautifully clean, and looUng more like an 
European town than Galcntta/' Ho also admiFed the rigour 
of the administration of the Governor, Colonel Krefting^ a fine old 
Tetoran who had been in Bengal for* over 40 yenra_ During 
the late inundation he was called on for more rigoioua meaeiirefi 
than usual, since a numerous band of - Deooita ^ or river pimtea, 
trufitiog to the general confusion and apparently defenccleas 
state of the place, attacked his little kingdom^ and Wgan to bum 
and pillage with aU the horrors which attend such inroads in 
this country. The Colonel took the field at. the head of his dozen 
Sepoyi, hifl silver-sticks, policemeOj and sundry volunteers, to the 
amount of perhaps thirty, killed some of the ruffians, and took 
several prisoners, whom he hanged nest morning/^ At that time a 
number of peieons appear to have been attracted by the cheapness 
of living in Serwnpore, and it was also an asylum for debtoia. 
In 1690 the right to shelter debtors was given up by the 
Danes, and this concession still further diminished ita resources, 
though the frontier duty tealled a double duty), which stiMed 
trade with the interior, was abolished. 

Eventually, by a treaty concluded on 22nd February 1845, 
the King of Denmark transferred Serampore with Tmnquebar to 
the British for 12| lakhs. The treaty specified that the settlor 
ment transferred was the town of Fl*l^deriksnagore or Bemmpomp 
comprising 60 and the districts of Seramporep Akna and 

Foarapore, for which districts an annual sum of Ra 1,601 was to 
be paid to the zamindaxs of Sheomphtili. It was further slated that 
it contained the following publio property, viz:-, the Government 
House, Secretary's house, ai d offices, court-house with jail annexed, 
the Danish Church, a bazar, two small guflrd*houscs on the river 
bank, a canal, publie roads and bridges * Batiheations of the 
treaty were esekauged on Gth October, si^d the place was made 
over to the English on 11th October 1S4& 

The following Danish Governors can be traced^—Soetman 
(1765-66), Ziegenhalk or Ziegeabalg (1758-59), DemapcheE 
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(1763-64), Colonel Bie (1769-1803), Colonel Jacob Kreiimg 
(1803—08,1815—38), J. S. Hotlenberg (1838—33^, Colonel 
Eehling' (l83ti), tpm subeequently GnTemor of Tran<itiebar 
and P, Hansen (183G—45) Colonel Crawford gives as tlie last 
GoTotnor one liademoo li843-45), but the Bongsl nod Agm 
Gaaotteorol 1841 fihows the Hon'bk P. Haneen a& Govern^ 
and the latur signed the treaty of 22 nd Pehrmiry i 84w, wjuth 
distinctly ref ore to him aa *'Peter Hanaen, Ccuuiillor of State, 
Gorernor of His DaniBh Majeaty s PosaeBsiona m India, Knight of 
the Order of DBT^^ebEog.” Ihe eertifieato of exc^oge wna signed 
by L. Jinhard. who was Judge and Mngietrate in 1841. 

According to the English factory records, the a™l. eettle- 
ment of the Preach in Bengal was made at Hooghly and was the 
result d an accident. In a letter to the Court of Dit«ton, 
dated Helaaore, the 38th Decemher 1674, Walter Clavell, the 
English Company's chief reproeontative in the Bay, rejEiorted 
that in the preceding year a ship of ihe French King’s, named 
the while returning to St, 'l hom4, was Befiarated from the 

rest of the squadron sent by the Viceroy iK. De la Hnyo) owung 
to foul weather. Not being able to make Coremaudel, she came 
to the BaUfiore llonds, where she Traasnipiised and taien by three 
Dutch merchantmen bound for Hooghly They ‘ hwi the confidence 
to bring her np to HoogUy before their one tacioryand eaverai 
specious pretences were made that the ship should be taken from 
the Dutch and redeliTered to the French, to which pnrpoae the 
Governor of Balasore pemuoded eome of the French to complain 
peiwutJly at Dacca, The upshot ww that the Dutch were fain to 
buy the prize of the Moore, and the French were sent away with 

good words and liberty to bniia factories and cany on trade in 

what part of Ben^ they would, ‘*In Hugly they made a small 
house neere the Dutch Factory, f»m which the Dutch by their 
appUcetion and preseut to the Moores, have routed them; and 
they thereupon preteadedly, but really becavse they can borrow 
no more money, have lately left Hugly, and are intended for 
the Coast in an open boate, and taking a long farewell of Bengala, 
where they are indebted abcnt Rupees 8,000.”* 

Aa the sloop Fimiiiff left St. Thome in April 1073, the French¬ 
men presumably were brought to Hooghly towarda the close of that 
year, and eftM allowing for iheir jonrney to aud from Dacca, they 
in all probability built thrit ‘amall bouse ’ at Hooghly about 1674, 
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It ia this house e'ridotitly w'ideh ifi alluded to by the Englifili 
Stnsynflliam Master gander date 13th SopleiDber 1676 : —“*.^Lesa 
thim 2 miles ahorf. of Hxigly we poeaed by the Datoh Grarden, and 
a little farther by a litrge spot of ground Trhieh the French had 
laid out in a factoiyj the gate to which was Btaading, but was now 
iu the poflsesfflon id the Dutch, Then we came by the Dutch 
factory."* From this deaoription it appears that the factoiy 
wfiB in the extreme north of the modemChandernagore, jnet south 
of Chiagum. It nlao appeim that the French did not leaife Bengal 
altogether* whan they absudoiied their Bsttlementp for Master, 
writing on 2Srd September 1676, noted that at Cosaamhazar he 
passed by the spot of ground allotted to the French, t 

It is not ceHoin when Chandemagore waa reoccupied by the 
French, Tbe common trndition la that pemussiouto erect a factory 
here w^as granted to the French iu 1688 by u of the 

Emperor Aurangeeb obtained daring the rebellion of Subh^ 
Singh in 1696-£^7-+ The Dutch^ French and English^ it it said, 
hir^ toldiem and requested pennisaioii to put their factortee into 
a state of defence. The Nswib Ibr&Mm Khfin gave them a 
general authority to provide for their own safety * and ooting on 
this, they raised walla with bastions roand their factories. In thin 
way Fort Gustavos at Chinsura* Fort Orleans at Chandernagore, 
and Fort William at CalcnttA are said to have been huilt.§ In 
1701 Chapdemogore wea placed under the authority of the 
Governor of Pondicherry. For many years the Freneh trade 
languished, ^ may be gathered from the remajk made by Alex¬ 
ander tiamilton, in the beginning of tbe I8th century, that the 
French bad a fajctoiy at Chandemagore with a few families living 
near it, but not much trade for want of money, || sud a pretty 
little church to hear maafl m, which ia the diief bnsinesa of the 
French in Bengal.” 

In 1731 Joseph Fxaneoix Dupleix was appoiE;ted lutendant of 
Chandemagore, and during the ten yearn in which he held that 
office he tmnaformed the place. A™)iding to Mr. E, Sterling, 
CoUeotor of Ho<^hly—Chandemagore under hie able government 
became the astonishment and envy of its noighbonra. Money 
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pouied in fonneTBiy qu^er. Now (md aorpriBiDg aourt^ of com- 
mordal wealth were opened, and voit deaigna of wealth emonat cdL 

from this one man, in whom the mod: unlimited confidenfO was 

plated. His iBeasurea enriehed iadividualA, while hia polity eiten- 
ded the reputation of hie nation. Never perhape did the glory of 
the French and their proaperity acquire a more eiteuded field than 
in tViift cdony on the hank of the Ganges.”* So olao Malika 
wiiteai—“From the period of its first oocupation to the time 
when Dopleii asenmed the Intendantahip, Chauderuagore had 
heea regarded as a Bettlemont of very minor importance. Started 
by the piireat Company in Paris, it had been unable, partly from 
want of means, and partly also from the want of eaterprioo on Iho 
part of the settlers, to carry on any largo commercial operationi 
Lodges, or commercial posts, dependent upon Chanderuagote, had 
also been established at Coesirohaaar, Joogdia, Dacca, Balasore and 
Patna. But their operationa were of small estent. The long 
atint of money on the part of the Company o£ the ladies bed had, 
besides, a moat pemieioiuB effect upon the aevcial intendauts and 
their BubordiDatea. The stagnation attoada.*t upon poverty had 
lasted so long, that it had demornliaod the co mmtin ity. The 
members of it had even come to regard stagnation as the natuml 
order of things. The place itself bore evidence to the same effect. 
It had a ruined and forlord appeaianse; its silent waBi wnjre 
overgrown with jungla \ and whilst the swift stream of the 
Hooghly earned past it eastern mcrehaadifio intended for the 
livala who were converting the mud huts of Sutonnti into the 
Euhetantial werahooeea of old Cslcuita, the landing places of 
Chandernagoie wore oomporatively deserted. 

“ To govern a settlement thus fallen into a state of passive and 
araenting deorspitude, Daplei)t woa deputed in 17:11. He saw, 
almofit at a glance, the capabUitiefi of the place, and, cenecioQa of 
his own abilities, having tried and proved at Pondicherry Us 
Ideas regarding the power of trade, he felt that the task of 
restoring Chaudemagore, would, under hia aystem, be c&mpamti- 
veiy easy. He at once set in action the huge fortune be had 
accumulated, and iudneed others to jom in the venture. He 
bought ships, freighted cargoes, opened cornmnnicationa with the 
interior, attracted native merchanta to the town. Chandercagore 
eoon felt the effect of her moatoFs hand. Fveu the suboi din a t es 
whom he found there, reoovieriug, nuder the influonoe of hia 
example,. from their anpinenesB, begged to bo allowed to Join in the 
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trade* Dupld^c had room for all. To somo he a^lyanced money» 
othera ho took ioto purtoorahipp all he enconrogod* lie bed not 
oooQpied the Inteadantabip fottr yeamt when, in plaoo of the half- 
dozen oountry-boata which^ on hia airiTiilp were lying unomployod 
ftt the landing-plflcep he had at aea thirty or forty ahipa^ a nnroher 
which inrieaeed before hiB departure to seventy^wOp engaged in 
oonTojdng the morchaiidiee oi Bengal to Sorat, to Jedda^ to 
Mochap to Bu^dom, and to China. Nor did he neglect the inland 
trade. He . esiahliflliod commercial relatioDB with Bome of the 
prinripal citiefi in the interiori and even opened oommnnieationa 
with Tibet* Under aueh a systonit Chanderniigore speedily 
recovered from its forloru condition^ From having been the mo^ 
tncoiiaiderablep it becamep in a few yearSp the mort important and 
ftonriahing of the European aettlemeuta in Bengal”* 

After the departure of Dopleis^ on tranEfer to Potsdicheny 
(174i)j the Marathi midip the naaettled conditioti of the countTy* 
want of funds and lack of vigour on the part of his succeMora, 
all eomhinod to reduce the trade of the French in Bengal. 
There k ample proof of it a decline. For M* Bettanlt, 

the Govemor of Chandemogore^ in a letter to Dapleix dated 
30th September 1757| stated that when he took ehmge of the 
factory (in 1754 fj, it was in debt to the extent of 26 or 27 lakhe^ 
but that by exeimaing hia personal eredit be manuged to send book 
the nest year three ships laden with rich cargoest, Again^p in a 
letter of the Dutch Conucil at Hooghly to their Supreme Conncil 
at Batavia, dated 34th November 1756, it k said that the French 
“have done no buidnees these kst. few yearsand in another 
letter to the Assembly in Holland, dated 2nd January 1757, they 
wrote that “ what the French are about to send by Pandichory and 
the Danes by Trantiuebaia, will bo of but trifling miportaaco.§ ” 

In 17 p 50, when war threateued to break out between the 
French and the English, the European garrison at. Chaaderciagoze 
numbered only 112 officers and men. The French attempfed to 
finish one of the batons of Fort Orlefti® which had been begun in 
All Tardi B time (1756); while the English on their part began to 
dear out the Maraths ditch and repair the fortifications clow to 
Fort William. Thereupon SirAj-ud-danls sent orders to both to 
demolish the works. The French Agent, Law, persuaded the 
Nawib that they were merely repairing old works; but the 
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English Agent at Oalcnlta, Mr. Drake, sent a reply, Tphifi the 
Nawfth e h f we to regard aa offenmye and Impertmeat * Aa is 'well 
known, the raptaro with the English ended in the capture <A 
Caloutta and the mnsaacro of the Black Hole. Both Sirfij-nd-daBli 
and the English applied for help to the French, who declined to 
side with either patty, but ofloted to abelter the English in their 
foit. While on his march to Caloaita, the ^awhb foreihly took 
the French hoate to transport his men ocriufiB the Danges, and on 
hia return he levied from them a fine of Ba. 11,40,000.+ This 
i tTirti they paid on leceiving three lakhs sent from France by the 
Company in the ship Anint 

In December 1730 news came that war had been declared 
between France and England. ’ Two French Deputiea visited 
Calcutta on the 4th January 1757 and asked Admiral Wataon bis 
mtentions regarding neutrality. The Admiral offered them an 
alllanco, offenaive and defenu ve, against the Nnwab. This they 
declined, On which the Admiral replied that he would be forced 
to try his luck Nest month the Nawah concluded a treaty with 
the F»gHsh, and on hia way hack past Chaiideraagore,aont Mendly 
mesBBgea to M. Bennult, repaid bim one lakh out of the due he 
had levied, granted the French a parvA»<t with uU the privilegea 
allowed to the British, and even offered them the town of Hooghly 
if they would ally themselTes with him. Th© fkeuch took tho 
money, but decUned tho alliance. The English believed, however, 
that they had a secret alliance with 8ir4j*nd'dBiil& and dotenniued 
to crn^ the French before attacking the XawAb. Futile negotia¬ 
tions followed, and the English, having received leinforcemeutn, 
resolved to declare war. On 11th March Clive charged the French 
with sheltering British denertore, nnd next day marehed to within 
2 miles of Chaudomagore, senditig a eammons to M. Benanlt to 
suTtendcr, to which the latter rent no reply. On the 14th, Clive 
road out the declaration of war and began the siege. 

The fort was ill-prepared for an attiiok, being short in men, 
guns, ammanitiou and engineeriDg officers, while the area to be 
defended was large. M. Benanlt could muster with great dilSenlty 
237 soldiers (indnding 45 pensioneis and siok}, 190 sailors, 70 
half-castea and private Europeans, lOO civitiaas, 167 sepoys and 
100 top anis**, in ^ 704 men. After the loss of their outposts, the 
French withdrew into the fort and made a gallaut defence, repul- 
•ing several attacks. On the river ride the French bad bloeked 
[be channel with four shipe aud a hulk. Admiral Watson came 
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up to help in the with a Beet consbtiiig of the SetUt the 

Ti^er Q.nd the Sftliftbarj/f with the uid the Ktagfi^kir,. 

On the 2^rd they moved throngh the Aankon ship^ alcog baojTB 
careftillj laid the previoaa day* and at about 7 a x. the 
tho Ke»^ took up their po^itida opposite the north-east and south* 
east bast ions. Then eoflaed a ahorp but ehofit omnouBde between 
the ships and the fort batteries, while CHto's troops attaoked Irom 
the kod dden The wu so torrihlj damaged aa to be unfit for 
son agaitir and the Saiidur^ was almost as bad; hut the fort baa* 
tions were eomplelely breaebedt B:id the Fteuch gunnoTu were 
almost all killed. Goosequentljt Jd, Boiiaidt at about 9-3e a,u^ 
hoistod the white Bag. Abides of eapittilatioD were agreed upon^ 
and wef¥ sigood by Adinirais Wateoa and Pocook^ and also by 
Clive, after sonio objectiODi on Adiniial Wataoi/s part to Clive 
being associatod with him. A number of the Freuch escaped to 
Serampore and Chizusura, and some joioed M. Iaw at Cuasiniba^ar. 
The rc«t were allowed p&iole, bnt eventually^ on the groiiiid of 
havLDg broken thoir parobj were impruoued in Csloutta.* The 
capture of ChAndemagoro was of immense iznportiiiK^) to the 
British both by deartag tho w^y for the final sottlemont with the 
Nawab and also by providing them with a largo oapply of gtina 
and ammunition [ the loot alone is wd to hAve been soM for 
^130,900, 

In 176o Chandemagore ww rostorod to the Freuoh represented 
by John Law' of lAuriston^ Commaedaui of the Fronoh ratahlMi* 
ment in the East Indies It was restored in ooocKrdanoe with a 
treaty between Great Britain^ France and Spain eondudod at 
Paris in 1763, which oo&t«itied the proriao that the Frenah 
engaged “ not to erect fortifiodionii, or to keep troops^ in aoj part 
of the Bonbah of Bengal'’ (Article Xljt* The English were 
strict on this pmnt, and Stavarinus (1769-70) relates bow M. 
Chevalier, the French Governor, who h^ caused a deep ditch to bo 
dug round the town^ was forced to have it filled up by an HiigltAh 
engineer sided bj 800 sepoyi^X The Frepch weiOp howevert 
allowed to keep a oortain «nall mmibor of guns for saluting, and 
to hoist their flag over their fortory4 

I^e in 1768, or early in 1769, the FVenoh appear to hava hatl 
a quarrel with the Nawsbi in which they eertaiuly came olt worsts 
It is deaoribed as follows by Colonel Peaiso In a letter dated ^rd 

* im 17&S-M7, IT, lU. Tb« f hU 40 kUUd mnA 70 tlw 
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Fetruory 1760Tike Itm^ liad iLipped off a ^mat dsal d 
money; and order was iesded forbidding that any ahoiild ho sent off 
faom the coontiy^ The Xnboh of Bengal or I’atna, I do not tnow 
iffhkh, Qiongh 1 halieTe the former, ordered kis peons to snironiid 
Chandernagore till it ahoald bo re^landod, Tho French 6red on 
them from the ship, by which nmny wore hilled and wounded \ the 
ooDseqaenoe wiia the deetmetion of the tows* The Nabobs people 
pulled down the houses and laid oTcry thing in Toins- Momdeur 
Chevalier wrote to tbs Governor of Fort Willi am, desiring that 
the neutrality whiih subristod between the two nations might 
eontinuo (for he was dotermiried to march agaiori^ the Nabobj, ai^ 
that the ship might not bo molested. He was answored^ that li 
she attempted to pass, she would be firod on by the guns of the 
Fort* The Nabob having demandod our asdstaoce, the ehip was 
aftoiwnrds seised^ but I hear riooe that die is gonOK The Nalwb 
}iRR ordered all the French down | tmde is entirely stopped, which 
may perhaps end in trouble.'^* 

In 1778, on the outbreak of war in Europe, the English ogmn 
occupied Chaaderoagore. Colonel Bow quietly iavesied the town, 
and then set out with a company of eepoya to Ghixotti in search 
of tho Gksvemor Chevalier, Hi« wife pretended he was ill, and 
Dow found that he had escaped* tho Commandant, Hanquart, 
handiDg over the town in Wfl ahsenco.t The English, howevor* 
withdrew on the ooneluaion of peace in 1783. 

During the French Revolution the oitisena of Chandomegope 
riiared in the republican fervour oi their oountrymeUf The 
Gfeveraor fiedto his country bouse at Ghiretti, btit was brought bank 
to the town by aa excited mob, which wished to copy the PaiisiaiM 
ELMch to VersaiUjefl* There he was kept a captive for some time in 
spite of the demands made by Lord Cornwallis for his release* 
Eventually, it was derided to send the royalists iu ebamsio tho Isle 
of France, but Comwedlija stopped the brig on which they were 
shipped while on its way down the Hoogbly and released the 
oaptives-^ According to another aecount, the Governor was 
refused admisrion to the town, and seeing no hope of any change 
iu the seutimente of the republicans, withdrew to Calcutta imd 
thence to Pondicherry. § In June 1793* duriijg the war foUowiag 
tbe levolutlon* Ghandernagore was reoccupied by the Eaglbh- 
irithout oppOfdUon, and was admiiiieteQted by a fipeeiol offieer. 


* Bait mrna lOOS, p^p. 
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Mr* Richfud Bireh* It r^ored bj the Tr&ftty oi Arnieiifl m 
1802j only to be iseized oguia a few monthe later oa the reaEimp^ 
tion of bDstjjitiea. li was then admiiaisteTed by the Judge- 
Magistrate of Hooghly, and was finalljiiuiide over to the SVenoh in 
I8l6j after bating been ftlmost uiuntepraptedly in British pofifiesaion 
for 33 years* While under the Brit ish Govemmentf Chandemagore, 
fts well ae Chinfinra and Semmpore, h said to have etraimed 
with reoeiveiB of stoletL goods, cheats, ewindlecs and fmtiditletit 
panoibrotOEs.* When Bishop Heber Tirited it in 1823p the 
streets presented a remarkable picture of solitnde and desolation^’, 
and the Bishop saw “ no boats loading or unloading at the gnajp 
no poriexs with burdens in the streets, no oartaj no market people;, 
and in fact only a amall native bazar and a few dIsmai*looldng 
Etiropeim shopa/^ 

The Prussian fi were another European nation that effeotedTsE 
a Bottlement in tbia district, Tbia eeitlement was indirectly dae 
to the euterpriee of Frederick the Great, who having gained 
pofifiee&rion of East Friosiiind ia 1744, endeavonred to convert ile 
capital, Embdoq, into a great northern port* With this ohj^fc ho 
founded, in 1753, the h^ng^iitche Hattdek-Ges^fkchaft (also known 
as the Bengal Company of Embden, the Buihden East India 
Company, and the Prussian Asiatic Company)* The Pmsaiaug had 
obviously some difficulties to face before gai ning a footing i n Bengal . 

“If the Germans come here/Mhe Nawfih wrote to the English, 

“ it will be very bod for all the Europeans, bat for you worst ol 
all, and yoa will afterwards repent it; and I shall be obUgod to 
stop aU your trade and business .^^Therefore take core that theaa 
German ships do not come.^* “ God forbid that they shotild 
eome/-was the pious respoofio of the President of the English 
Coancil, ^^but should this be the ease, I am iu hopes they will be 
either stmk, broke, or destToyed*”t Still, the Frussiaiis appear to 
have establkhed themsolves in the dlelrict “thiiee or four years 
before 1756,J on the same terms as those aUowied to the Danes, 
viz., they might carry on their trade on paymont of custom 
duties and hire honsea for themflelves end warehouses for their 
goods, but not erect lortificationE or keep garrisons*^ Their 
factory appears to have been a mile sonth of Port Orleane at 
Chandernagoreji and had gardens ottaohed to itp which are ceyeral 
times refomd to as the Fiuanan gardens. 

* Huqtlton^i Siudtutam (3^20). 
t Indtai 11, 407* 
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The year 1756 wns ft diuHtroiis one fof the Prtu^nft- t# 
JilDft Birij-nd-datili extorted Ha. .5,000 from them. la Atigi^ 
their only ahip, the Pn»tf e/ Pnmifi, was wWle 

entering the Gungea, owing to the misoondiiot of an English pUot 
Headrick Walters,* whom the Board diemiaeed forhifi earekffliie^? 
white the Baperraigoea inToried the money they had htonght out, 
to the extent of Be. 3,50,000, with the Eogliah for homeward 
trftde.f Their podtion wbb, in fact, w had that Mr. John Young, 
the Chief of the Pmaaian factory, seeing hmiaelf “detested, 
despiived and not knowing how to snppoit himeelf with honour" 
withdrew to the Ecglish with marchaTidise worth Be. >0,000. J 
After these losses, what little trade they had dwindled still 
further owing to the rivalry of the other European compamea* 
Their pUote refused to serve the Pnusiiw chips, and a letter from 
the En glish Court of Directors, dated 3Sth March 1757, ahsolutely 
forhftdo the Company’s servants to have any doeliogs with them 
or give them any aaaistance in their mercantile aifnite, though 
if their ships wanted water, provieions or real iiecessaries, they 
might he supplied ‘in accordance with the enfltom of nationfl in 
amity one with the other.* The Company was soon afterwards 
wound np; and the Proceedings of Celcnlta, dated 21flt August 
1760, roGord a letter from John Young, dnted London, 18th July 
1759, requesting the English to take posaesfliOD of all the effe<*ft 
of the Boyol Pmeriftii Bengal Compay.^ 

Xfli The Flemish for a diort time earned on trade in 

Flimish. district. The meiohanta of Ofttend, Antwerp, and other towns in 
Fluadeift and Brabant appear to have endeavoured to get some ahare 
in the trade with the East Indies early in the 18th century, for 
in 1739, Bod again in 1721, they sent six riup, of which one wna 
consigned to Bengal; their priiiripol elation was at Cohlom 
on the coast of Coromandel, In 1722 the Ostend Company was 
formed, and a year later it hod founded and loet a settlement on 
the Hooghly, Of this there is an interesting acetnmt in the 
Pil^AsusSaldifiif which however oonfotmdfl the Flemish with the 
Danea. " They had," it atatea, “no factory in Bengal and carried 
on oommeioiol trans^iona through the agency of the French; 
but with the aaaiatiiiioe of the latter obtained permlaaion from the 
Nawih, Marshid Kuli Khan, to build a factory at BAnkibaxar 
on the eariem bank of the Hooghly, and set to work to erect a 
strong bailding. The Emopean nations feared their rivahy, for 

• Stmgal ia J7 «hS 7, 1, 31*, 306*7; It, 70- 
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** pWing obliquely the c*p of vraity ou the head of pride, they 
bragged they would eell wooUeu-attiJfik, relyet} aod rilk-etiLffs at 
the rate of guimy-oloth/" The other Baropeauft accordingly 
iatrigued against them, and haying gaiaod over the Ftit^fddr of 
Hooghlji got him tb induce the Nawib to order the closure of the 
factory. The Danes deded the Mughnk, mounted cannon^ and 
with the help of the French prepared for resistaiice. The 
Faujii^ of HoogUy then sent a force under hie Deputy Mh JiW 
{appaiontLy the subsequent Nawab of Bengal) p which cut off their 
supplies Though the Indian servants all fied, and he had only 
13 men left, who were, morooTer, reduced to stan^ation, the Chief 
etiU offered a despemte resistauce. At bet, he hud his ann 
shattered by a cannup-baU, aud was obliged, in coiiBequenoCt 
at. dead of night, to fwiittle out of the factory, and, embarkiug 
on board a vesselp ha act aoil for his own naflTO counlry. Next 
morning, the fflctoiy wm raptorod ; but saTo and except some 
canuon-balbs nothing of vulue was found/" The gateway find 
tower wore then razed to the ground and Mir JMar retumod 
iu triumph to Hooghly * 

The capture of the factory toot place aecording to Alascander 
Homiltou m 1723i and thi$ date is probably correct, for Hamilton's 
wort (jd Artf A€C^uHt e/ ike EaH Indiet) was published in 1727, being 
republished in 1744. It is also conGimcd by two othei facta, rit.j 
(1) the whole transaction is ascribod by the to the 

time of Muishid Knli KMn, who died iu 1725^ and (2) the Qatend 
Company hod its charter suspended in 1727^ oni] w^os supprcaacd 
iq 1731. Stewart adds some interest lug details m to the ^tempts 
of the Flemish to tap the trade of Bengal. According to his ao^ 
count, the first- ^ip sent by the Company to Bengal, the Emperenr 
Ckarttt^ which mounted 30 gnns, was lost in going up the Gauges. 
The greater part of her cargo was, however, saved; and the offi¬ 
cers and emw took posaessiou of B&nkthosar, and erected tempo¬ 
rary houses- In the two following years, three ahips^ of a biger 
size thiifi the first, arrived in Bengal, and completely efitabhabed 
the Osteud trade iu that proviuco; and os they undersold the other 
Buropeana in various articles^ their factory quickly rose in estima- 
iion. At fir$tf the factors resided in houses constructed of mats 
andhamboos; hut they afterwards built brich dwelHogs, and 
surrounded their factory with a wall, haviug bostiona at the sngles i 
they also cut a ditch, communicatiug with the river, of such a 
depth as to' admit doopa of coiuriderable burthen. 


pp. £7t)-a, Eftioiltaq ibiUt tbftt ftllvr l& 
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Stewart then mentioM the snspeofilon of the charter, and sayn 
that, notwithstanding this prohibition, the priTate merehanto 
oooBsionally sent out ships to rndia i and, ss the agent of the 
head of the farfo^ in Bengal was a pereoo of great ac-tivity and 
deteroiination, he continned to fumish them with raigoes. This 
traffic, althoogh rarried on clandestinely, eonld not escape the 
notice of the Batch and English, the latter of whom sent a 
aqnadroo, under the command of Captain Goafnght of the ship 
Fordakhi to blodkodo the river Gan^ The Commodore sailed np 
the river ; and having obtained intelligenoo that two tWend 
ships were anchored between Calcntta and BanMhazar, despatched 
two of his squadron to taie them. On the first diot being fired, 
the &(Bt TAereWy the BmoHest of the Ostood ships, stmeh her 
oolouia, was immediatoly tslen posaesaioti of, end earned to 
Calcatta ; but the other slipped her cable, and took sheltet 
under the gnne of BinKboair factory, whither it was not deemed 
oipedient to follow her ; and she afterwarde had the good fortune 
to escape. Stewart then proceeds to give BuhrtantiaJly the s^e 
aGoonnt of the capture of the fort as that given above, hnt asenbea 

ittoieaa* , 

The Fleraish appear not to have given np all hope of sharing 
in the trade of Bengal even after this reverse, for isolated fao- 
tois are montioned ns being in existenoe at Binkibafiu oa 
late as 1744.t M. Law in a letter written in 1756 refers^ to 
" the atfair of the Ostend Company in 1744 and there U a 
curious referanoe in the MS. Bengal Consultationa for J4th 
October 174 i (oominunicaiad by Mr. J. S. Cotton) ehowing that 
the Ostenders were then again eipelled from Bankibarai. This ia 
presnmably the occurrence referrad to by Onne, who says, with 
a digbt dljffeirenco as to the dote, that All Yardi Khftn, ‘ in the 
year 1748, on some contempt of Ms authority, attacked and drove 
the factors of the Ostend Company out of the river of Hnghly.’^ 
The mixing np of the dates of the first and second expulsion of 
the Ostendera haa apparently caaaed some confurion in different 
iny fffl nt* of their settlements; and there haa been also some oon- 
ftiaion about the nnHonaHty of the merohant advantareis who 
held Binkibaiar. 'J he Fl^asu^-Saldtin, fox instancfij asciibea the 
eetabliahment and defence of the factory to the Danea. Stewart, 
after giving a full account of the formsHon of the Ostend Com* 
pany and of the installation of their offiooia and agents at 
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calls it the Qermao ioctoiy and its defenders Germans. 
Mr, HIU oIm in Bettffol in 1756-$7, though he refers to Bftnii- 
bazar as beiog held bj the aerrauts the Ostend Compimy, enters 
it in hifi Inde^ os Hbo Emden Gempaoj or F^^an settlement", 
and epcots of its defence bj the *Emdenera\* 

In concluding thia sketch of the early European seitlementa 
mention may be made of the native names given to them and to 
the natiom which held them. The Fortogneae were called 
Firin^i* (from Frank)^ their quarters Ftringi^M^^ and their soldi* 
era either from top a gun orfeom t&pi a hat. The Dateh 

were called 0/fiwdd* from HoUandoia i the French and 

their aettlement FardsdAnffA from Frao^ais; the English 
AHtjreM or Inirtn from Angloia, or Englkhi and the Danes Dfm^- 
and their sctilement DmemAr-ddnffd from Denmark. 
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CHAPTER rv. 


THK PEOPLE. 

Is* 1872, when the first eenHiia of Bongul was taken, the popn- 
btlon of the distriel $& now coaetitnted* woe Tetumcd at 1,119,6)11. 
It decTOBsed to 974,992 in 1881, bnt roae to !,984,290 in 1891, to 
1,049,041 in 1901, audio 1,090,097 in 1911. 

lo the nine yearn following the censna of 1872, the popnlatlon 
declined hy no leee than 13 per cent., owing mainly to the terrible 
epidemic of malarial fever known aa Bnrdwan fever. The Cenans 
Connnuuoner for Bengal estimated the loss of population in the 
twelve yeaia daring which it prevailed at no les-t than 65U,000; 
for, apart from actual mortality, tho fever rednced the vitality 
of the fiurrivora, thna diminiahiiig the birth-rate, and also forced 
a number of its inbabitantB to Leave the district for healthier 
lo ea li ti** “It ia tme,” he remarked, " that thia terrible epidemic 
did not BO many rictima in the decade which hoe elapsed 
since the cenaua of 1872 aa in that which preceded it, bat the 
ravages of the disease have not yet been repaired, the ruined 
villagee have not yet been rebuilt, jungle atill fieuiisheB where 
populous bamleta once stood, and while many of those who fled 
before the fever have not returned, the impaired powers of the 
EumvoiB have not sufficed to BU the Bmiling land with a new 
popnlatiou.^' The next decade witnesaed a distioct recovery, the 
ceosua of 1801 lecotrding an increase cl 6 per cent,, though the 
district regained only half of the inhabitants it lost in the 
pievioua nine years. Thia advance was due to the general abate¬ 
ment of malarial fever, and in the Serampore subdivision, where 
it was gieatert, to three speciaL causes, viz., the reclamation of 
maidiy Bwampa effei^od by the BSukunj and Baj spur drainage 
ftchemes, the opening of the T&rakeswnr Railway, and the estab- 
liahment of five jnte mdlB and one bone mill, which attracted 
immigrants. 


* Tbn Arlffibijffa itibdlTiijaii vrfift noit Included m tliit diitnct in ISTS ; tbe 
SIngii wtpait <if tb« Kldinikd t^ioa WmA tmA«f«rr«d to tbn Eownk diftrlct iftiT 
tht Emnat ot 1 ind vfitr ibi cvomtu of lOOf tbm TUItffcn tnuifemd to 
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The cen^iis of 1901 torealed an inorea^ of ouly 14 p&r cent , Ciyscs 
the Arfimtegli aubdiTiaioii having a yeiy amall inciease aud the 
Sorampore Eubdiviftieu m. in crease of 3'3 per ceot, while the 
Hooghlj Bnbdiyidoii had a slight falling-oil of popnlaticin. This 
result is due to a rise in the unmher of imnugrauts by nearly 
40,000 and a dlmitiutioii in the nniDberof emigtufita by over 
33,000, CoLiditiona were otherwise nnfavoiirablep as may Ibo 
gathered from tho sammary given in the Bengal Census Heport 
of 1901;- 

Daring the last decade there have been uo specially violent 
outbreaks of cholera or small-pox. Cholera was bad in seveFul 
yeare, but the mortality so caused was but a small faction of that 
due to fever. The coantry is flooded yearly by the spill of the 
Dimodor. Ita surface is but little above sea level, ai d the drain¬ 
age is bad and is yearly getting wone, as the ^ting-ap of the old 
streams and watercoufaea contioaes. The soil is thus water-logged 
to an esc^eptiooal extent. The peculiarly malignaLt Buidw&n 
fever has disappeard, but oven now the fevers of the district are of ‘ 
an iitinfitially virulent HncL The death rate is eonaequeDtly high, 
and ia only two years of the decade have the recorded births been 
more numerous than the iLeaths...^,.In spite of the iiumigration 
that baa taken placoi the distriot ia stUl less populons by 70,.000 
than it was in 1372^ and even then the district had suffered terribly 
from the fever epidemie for nearly a decade. It seems very 
doubtful whether it will ever Mly recover ita loss® until the 
drainage problem is solved.^^ 

The inmn statisticg of the census o[ 1901 are given below. 
Detailed statistics of the ceojuiB of 1911 are not yet avsilAble, 
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Tho average density of population la very high^ beiDg siirpaased 
in only three districta in the Province^ vis ^ Howrah, Mmaffar- 
par and Siran; while the Serampure eubdiviidou^ with more than 
twelve hundred sotds per square mile, supports a more teeming 
population than any district except the metropohtan dyrict of 
Howrah. Moreover, the distrid: con tains a large quantity of 
waste and uaeultivable lauds, and the pressure of population on 
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the cuUivoted portion is therefore all the greater; but it is not os 
jet exeeesive o'Wing to the geDonol proaperitj of the people, the 
feitiUtj of the soil, and the mdostrial expaneioii which has been 
00 marked a feataie of the eoononiio history of ilot^hly in 
the lost 50 yearn. The laude under enltivation yield rich erope of 
di^erent kinds, for whit h a ready market and good prices con be 
obtained owing to the proiimity of the metropolie. A large 
proportion of the people, rodreoTer, obtain their livelihood in non- 
agticulturul pursuits; and the organized indnrtriee of the distiiet 
afford them ample eroployment atd good wages. 

In the Aiinibagh subdiviflion, the population is evenly distri¬ 
buted ruing from 7dC per square mile in the latorite traet of 
thAna GoghAt to 894 in the fertile alluvial thin a of KhSnikuL 
The density in the Serampore euhdiviainii is irot so uniform. Tho 
Serampore tbaoa is the moat .thickly populated, including, as it 
does, five municipalities along the llooghly with numeroua mills 
and other iudustriea, and having easy commrmkalion ■with Calcutta 
and Howrah by mil, river and road. This portion is thoroughly 
nzbau, with an average of 4,256 per square mile. Behind it 
otietcbea thma Chondltalft, a semi-Uibau traet, wluoh supports 
1 3dl persona per square mile. In this thAna there are ^puJous 
villagea crowded along the Saraawatl, and it is also drained by 
the DSnkuni and Bsjfipur drainage channels, and it traversed by 
tha old Bonftrea road ond the Ho-wrah-Shiakhila Bail-way, Ifi the 
other three thinEia of this subdivisioa the preesoze on the soil in 
more evenly distributed, denaty varying only from 843 in the 
ntber batJcwaid thAua of Haripsl to 923 per square mile in th£na 
Singni lying just behind Berampore, 

In the Hoogbly subdlviaon there are marked vauatlons. The 
most densely-peopled part is the Hooghly th&n& with the two 
municipalities of Hooghiy atd BAntberifl. It is practically a 
continnotion of the riparian municipal tract, and has a deadly of 
1,826 per square mile. The other tbinas vary considerably. The 
low deltaic thAna of BalAgorh and the feverish rural thftna of 
PdbA have only 538 and 643 persons per square mile, respectively, 
while there ore 706 per square mile in the fertile though unhealthy 
of T>W’”^bAli . Broadly speakiug, the inhabitants closter 
most thickly along the Hooghiy river up to TribenI, while in the 
luteiicw the density is greatest in the south and diminiBhee slowly 
towards the north and the west, the moat populous villagea lying 
on thel^nka of old Btreams, such as the Baraewati, the EnaA Nadf, 
the Dsmodar (east bsok), and the KknA Bwiiakeswar. 

The s tetiUtica compUodat. the cenaua of 1901 show that migration 
f f^Tii and to this dist^t is onnsually active, 11'7 per cent, of the 
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popolatioa being enugranta and 13'3 per cent, bnuigranffc 
Among emigianta, *.e.| natirea of tJuB district enamenUed else¬ 
where, BeTan'twelftbs were males, the bulk of whom had migrated 
to the metropolis and the adjoioiag districts of Howrah and the 
24'P&iga<ms, Saoh emigmtioa is largely of a temponuy catiue, 
many olerta, ahop-keepeia and workmea taking odTaatage of 
the fadlitios afforded by the railway to refuiu home daily or 
periodically on San days and hoUdaya, On the whole, the volume 
of emigration fa decreasing, the total anniher of emigiants falling 
from 166,241 in 1891 to ia3,&-il in 1961. 

On the other hand, the Toltime of immigration is increoBing, 
both becanse of the tacreasing demand for residence in places from 
which Oolcuttfl ia eaeily accessible and still more because of 
^e Islwur attracted by the local mills, brick-adds and other 
induatrial concerns. The number of Imnugrants tocitased from 
99,994 in 1891 to 139,714 in 1901, the bulk being Isboamrs, os 
is apparent from the preponderance of males {81,833; over 
feniolee (67,891>. The pkeea wnich conlribated most largely to 
thm influx are EinkurS (44,989), Ididnapore (18,116), PslEia 
pi virion (17,615), and the United rrovincss 1 13,069). To theae 
immigrant coolies ore due the large increase of 17'3 per eeot. 
in Serompore thaoa and the small increase of 1-9 per cent, in 
Chanditala thdno. 

The district may be divided into three tracts, urban, semi- Toim* 
urban and rural. Broadly speaking, the urban tract consists of 
the nmrow riparian strip between the Hooghly on the east and ^ 
the railway on the west. The French town of Chandemagore 
axMl all the municipal towns, eicept ArambAgh, lie m one 
^nlinuous line in this strip, vk., from Tribenl flouthwaids 
HoogUy Ltutiltiding CMiisaiu), Bkodj^^war^ Boidy^ 
bati, Setampore, Kotraiig and Uttarpaji, The eighth munici¬ 
pality, ArimbAgh, is redly a con- 
g^rie&of rUlog^fl ftud hus been 
otin^tnled a munidjMslity, as 
beiag the hi^adqDarteia of a eub-* 
diTifliou rather than a piac« 

Tilth niihan ehazactoiiMics. The 
{Ktpnlatfon of eaib of those tmarpitj 
according to the oGUfiiu of 1911, k gIiotto in the inaigm. 

Of the seven towns on the HoogUy, BanaberiA and Hcssghly 

Mfl now decadent, having been supplanted as eommercisl cenlraa 
^ Calcutta and Howrah. Of the other five, Bhodraswor and 
liei^pora are thriving towns, which ora growing rapidly 
omng to their proiimity to the metropolis and to the dovidopment 
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of fate milb and other mdoBtriel concBrns Serwupore is now 
the most iroportaiit town in the distlict, having added 40 per «at, 
to its population between 1881 and 1891 ^ „j“ 

the neat deeade, and nearly 12 per ce*,t. between 1901 and 1011. 
Bhftdreawar. thongli barely a thiiiAot 

oi late eipacded ever more rapidly, and has more than on 
ita population dace 1891. Baidyabfiti is an .*mp<>riant mo^ fo 
vejSablea and other garden prednee, while Lttarparf and 
Kotiang to the aouth are small qmet aetm-emhurVan towaa, 
the former a inhabited by a conaiderablo number of 
I , Hindnfl of the middle cjlaaa, and the Utter is a centre 

for the manufacture of tilee and bncks. 

Behind and to the west of thie npanan traeta h« the eemi- 
urban area with a number of populona fiiDguig the 

hijfh banka of the Saiaswati from Magriganj on the north to 
ChanditaU on the eonth. In apUe d epidemic of 
denrilv in thie tract hoe long been high ; and m recent yeare it 
wUefited from the establishment of mills m the adjmm^ 
J^an tract, which has converted loc^tiee 

Tillages into thriving suburban towns. It him ^ 
Med^thr^b the interior being opened up by the Ho^- 
Tsrakeeu-ar and Trihenl-Tarakeswar railway hues, 
ISbe ge“^^ the ^ning of mam^ 

in the soutii and by the admiraon of a 
Saraswatl itself by a cut fmm the Kunti b.adx. The 
district including Arftmbagh, U more or lew rural, containing, 

propCi.. U.». pop- 
ktioQ (20 ^r cent.) Uving in towns U higher than m any 

other Bengal district, while the villages are also unimually large, 

for 61 percent, have 500 to 3,000 inhabitants and only one- 

third (34 per cent.) contain Iwfl than &00, ^ 

^e diSot in common use ie that known na Central Beegah 
or Metropolitan which forms the baas of modern hteinry Ben^ 
and is BO called because it is the vernacular of the melroi^htaii 
districts, vU. Howrah, the SH-Parganfla. Hooghly ^d N^a. 
The MnUmunadaus usually talk Bengali, but the 
Sicated often u« Urcfc, though in a more ” 
form. Weet of the Bwirakeswar, the current ^ech is 
affected by the Rarhi dUlect of Bankuia and Buidwan. the 
^^ociion befog somewhat, difieront. and tto 
^er. The eristeuce of European setaaments m the di^^ 
for centuries has left little mark on the vocabulary and prarti- 

cally ncn'S ™ gTsmmw^ 




THE FEDFLIIp 


97 


The Kifitory of veiuAmha literattire m this diatrict oah be IiLUfutcin!!. 
traced na for bacl as Atbar^B timop wben Mfidh&bacbirj’ar the 
author of flonmhed at Tribenl. Since then llooghlj 

has produced same notable writers, tf-if.j iri the British period, 
Kilmmohan R&jr^ PiAri Cli4nd Mitra, Btadeva Chandra Makheiji, 

Hem Chandra Baiierji, Chaodm Nath BoHOt and Akhay Chaodjfa 
Sarkar^ Several well known composers of songs haTe oka been 
born in the district, AnUa itanohar Bm, EamnidM Onpta 
ff/icit Nidhi Baba, Sridhara Kothoka, Aothony Firingip and 
Govinda Adhikari. 

Hindofi&t the oenfliie of 1901 numbered 861,116 or 83 per cent Eili- 
of the population, and Muhammadaos 184pS7T or 17*5 per cent* 
Members of other religions were few in number, viz., Aiiiinkts 
Chrietiaoa {759J, Brahmoe (36), Joins Bnddhifllfl 

(6) and Sikhs {4J* Thu pioportion of Sindtis has increased 
slightly, being 78'33 per coot, in 1872, 81*35 in 1881, 81*60 
in 1891 and 83 0 in 1901. On the other hand, tho percent ago 
of Muhammadans b gq decroosed slightly, falliiig from 31'GI In 
1873 to 18 64 in 1&8L 17’89 in 1891 and 17 o in 1901. 

The animistiu tribes, though they have few representatiTes, 
have been rieodily increa^Dg. In 1873 they were not ennmer- 
ated separately; in 1881 only 37 SanUIs were returned; and in 
1891, when a more csrefcl classification was made, 3,035 poisons 
wore letnrQod as SaatOls and 19 as members of other tribes. In 
1901, Santals had increased to 9p9o5, Oraonfl to 3*469, Bhtnnijes 
to 1,761 and Khalr&s to 1|530 A part of this increase may be 
due to better ovumerstioa, but the bulk is undoubtedly caused by 
immigratioQ. The SontAls congregate chiefly in thiinaa Dhanii- 
khMi, Pandua and Horipil * the Bhnmij in thi^na Bollgarh; 
the Khoiris iu thaua Paudn^. As there are nearly os many 
femolefl as men among them, it may be presumed that they have 
settled permanently in those tracts Tho case is difierent with 
the Oraoas, who sd the time of tho eonBUfi were found chiefly iu 
thknos Serompore, GhandJtalA and Singur. There was a marked 
disproportion between the se^eo, ™, 313 females to 3,347 males, 
which go0a to show that they were merely temporary immigrants 
who hod oome to work in tho miUs axid on earthwork. The 
dlfiorepancy between the nnmbof of aboriginals and the number of 
Animiats ia dne to the foot that all the Bhumij and Khslrlst 
Audmoetof the Oraoias aod Santilsp were returned aa Hindus 
nud not Animiats. 

The Ghristian oonununity in 1901 tnoluded 192 Mu^peans* 94 
Huroaiatjs and 473 uatiTe ChiiotiaoSi — a small tumiber^ conrideriag 
ih^ bet that Serompore was long the headquarters of thoi Baptist 
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and tlisf tbefe were EnrepHiti BeltlmnentB along 
the Hooghly for more than trwo contniiw- 'ITio majority wbib 
reridenta of the towtia of Seiamjiore (466) and Hooghly (219); 
of tha remainder, moat wore emimorated itt tho mral thfina of 
Pjmdni, where the Free Church of Bcotland hna a miaidoaBry 
centre at MahSnid. The majority of the Enropeaoa were 
membeni of the Anglicao commnnion j of the Eumriana, more than 
half were Eoman CafhoUca; and of the nalire Chifislia«ta, 193 
were Bajiiota, 136 Preehyteriane and 60 Homan Coiholica Tho 
Enrariana are decreasing owing to migration to Coloutta, Howrah 
and Chandernagore. 

The Baptist IGsaon maintaina a coUego at Serampore and a 
treintng »hool for^nativo pastore. The United FreeChunch Misrioa 
has a high English school attached to the misrioo house at Gbins™ 
and another ischool on the hospital road, os well as a zanina ni^ion 
honee in floogbly. There are alao four outatations, f«.. at 'Pribenl, 
at Inehnra in thlna Bolignth, at. Sonttigri near Snltftngichha in 
thina Polbt and at Mahftnad, where it koepa np a email 
dlKpensaiy and sokool. The Prior of Biadel maiogcs a school for 
Catholics, which ia pitendad by about 75 hoya. 

Siitgson andsnbBoqnently Hooghly were long the head^oartere 
of Mughal OoTemora f and many MaWnmadans were consequently 
attracted to the district. Their descendants axe now mostly fonnd 
in the Hooghly subdiriaioo, particnlarly in th&nas Hooghly, 
Pandas, BaUgarh and Dhaniikhali. A few tdao, who received 
grants of land, modetheli homes along the old Saraswati in thina 
Chanditali and round Mandinn in thina Goghit,where their 
descendants are known as oiflitfdMns (from oimrf, a grant). At the 
census of 1901 the bulk of the Muhammadans were returned 
as Sheikhs, their number being 162,633, while there were 3,C99 
Path&Qs and 2,739 Saiyads, A few were returned as Ajlif or 
low-class (1.189), Bediyi or gipaes (578), Uhaws or fiahermen 
(1,499), Mallik or soldiers descendants ^,694) j but niore (6,079 1 
continued to call themselves Jolihi or weavere. 

Ihe Sheikhs account for more than 88 per coot- of the total 
number of MnhaiumadaDs. They are found in all thanos, and 
it i* believed that many of them are deacendanta of Hindu 
converts, who assumed this title in order to establish a claim to 
espectahillty. 

Among the Mohanunadas of Hooghly there are u few Ashril 
or high chus families. Those entitled to this designation are 
riiiefly found at. Pandui and Hooghly in the Sadar aubd. ivision 
at Phnrphuii, Bitipux and Bsadipur in the Serempre subdivision 
and at Mandinn in the AiumbAgh aebdiviuob. Marriages 
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between them ^nd the Ajlif or lower obeaes tue not iotetdieted 
by religion, Imt, oe a matter of practice, do not t*te plnee, unlen 
the Ajlif bridegroom happena to be rich or learned. The Aahraf 
do not ordinarily idt or eat with the AJlSf or engage in any 
profesaien or trade whieh is considered nadigiuQed or degrading, 
bat tailoring Is not deapiaed. 

The Jolahfis or weaTere, and the (faUris fKnnjrfta) or Tegoto* Joiiui, 
ble-eellers, tank very low, and no AflhrJf wiU oriiisrily marry 
with them. They follow eeverol Hlndn customs. They many 
within their own respective castes, excemmaricato membeia for 
social olfenoea, which may, however,be atoned for by a feast given 
to th«r fellow oastemeq, and use cow^dung to plaster the floor, 
like Hindus. JolAh&s olso join the Shiahs, and beat dmms, 
in the Mnharraia procession. 

More than foar-flftha of the population ore Hindna, distributed Hindw. 
among numarons. eastee mid eemi-Hindnised tribee. At the 
census of 1901, the foUowing castes and triboa were letnmed on 
numbering more than 10,000 ;—BSgdis, Vaiahnavaa, Bburis, 
Brihmana, Doms, GoAlfis, KaibarHae, Kimira, Kiyastha, Keoris, 

Mnehis, Nspite, Sodgops, TintiA and Telia, 

The Brahmans number fin 1901 $ 73,906, excluding degraded __ 

Drthmans aaoh as Agradania, Patita, or Daivajiiaa. Induding the 
latter, the numerical strength of this caste ispmoticoliy the same 
jw it was 30 yearn before, being 76,371 in 1881 and 76,S17 in 
1901. A few immigianla have beeu attracted by the sanctity of 
the river BhSgirathi or by the prospects of employment in the 
various mills and factories, but more appear to have left Ihe disfrief 
to work iu Calrfutto, Howrah and other plsoea. ITie Brahmans 
of Hooghly belong meetly to the Rirhi sub-oastc, so called from 
residenoo in the old territorial divirion of RbA. The current 
tradition is that they are desBonded from five learned Brihmana 
bronght from Kouanj by King Adisui iu the llth century,because 
he found the local Brabmana too ignorant to perform Yedie 
ceremonies. But this theory is donUfal, as in the following 
century Htdayudha, the Btdhmaa minister of Lakshmaua Sena, 
stigmatized the B&rhiya Erthmaus as ignorant of Tedie rites.* 

The most remorlmble of their social enstoms is Enlfniam 
or the system of hypergamy. The origin of this i^em is 
described ss foUowa iu the iTw/a-pan/iid., or chronioUe of the 
geneMogiats. Dharisim, king of Rftih, divided the Rirhi Brih- 
mans into three ckeses, viz., (1) Hukhya Enlius or the best, (3) 

* U. M# ChAkrmtarti, during tkn S4ma 4, B. 

1006, "Pc i-70^ ^ 
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Gaona £iiITiih or the lower (^ee^ aod (3) Biotriyas ox the ordimaiy 
^ heareia/ The Gtiatia were exdiided from the hig-h dasa 

of Kulme by Sena, aad^ mixiDg with SrotrEyed, were 

further aubdirided mto (o) SuMdcUiaox highlj approved^ (£) Siddha 
or the approved, (f) SAdhja or capable of heiag uiiproved, and 
(i/) Ari or inimicalr Of the origiDoJ KaliDa^ only fourteen 
or headmen of Tillages were eonddeied pare by Hug Ballila 
Sena. Three of the fomieeii Gauna Ktillas became Siddhit, four 
S&dhya« and soyen Ari i while the thirty-aevou original 
of Srotrij'Es wore treated aa Stiaiddha. 

In cooiao of time^ during the MusalniAu rule, when there was 
DO longer a Hindu king to control the social systeiHt great 
chaagea took place in their social organixation* In the l^th 
oenturyj, DoTibai GWtakK an indueijtisJ genealogist of JeaBote^ 
mied by the Hindu landlords, eystematieed several of the changes 
which had taken place among the Kuhns. The original Kullu 
familioB were now snbeUTided into or originally purct 

Bhauga or broken, and Bausaja or those bora of oidinoiy famines, 
i.e^i those who had lost all Kulinifim. These families wero further 
brought under 3ft mfk or gioupOr named either after the clan 
ancestor^ such os Sarraiiandi or Gopftl Gbatakl^ or after the clan 
yillago, such as PhuliyA or Khordab. The Kulins were also 
restricted to marriage within their respectiTe thus forming 
eudogamoufi groups; but they eontiuued to be subject to the old 
rule of maniRge ontsido their respective aud even ijtfi wr, a 

Mukherji giving his daughter not to another Mukherji but to 
some Chatteiji or BauerJiT subject to his not beiug a close relative, 
A KuUii girl could thus marry only a Kulln boy of her own md ; 
ou the other hand^ a Kuliu boy could marry not only a Kuliu 
girl of the same hut alao a Srot-riyu girl. If he married a 
girl of a Bhacga or Bausaja family^ he became a Bhauga, but 
the family into which ho married would have ao oocoasiou of 
dignity, t 

The artificial reetrictiona in favour of a Kuliu bridegroom 
naturally gave rise to great dMculiies iu effecting the marriHge 
of Kuliu girls and also of uon-Kulin Earhi girls. The competi¬ 
tion for Kulln husbands on the part of the uou-Kulin classes was 
as strong ns before^ while the proporUonete number of puro 
Kulins bad been reduced by the loss of those who had heccuno 
Bhaugas and BanFajaa* The roeult waa that polygamy came into 
fafituon. It became popular with Kullns because the accident of 
birth enabled them to carti a good iucomei it was oeoepted 

t b> UKMmm Oliwlr* M^Jnsidw, 1?S, 1^6. 
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hy the pareatn of the girla as offering the only xoeane of complying 
with the teqairementB of their sooial code, MatrimoDy thiu 
became a mrt of profeeeqon, and the Knlfn hnahand did not haTe 
the trouble and expense of maintaining and looHng after hb 
wiTea for they were generaliy left in their paient a' homea after 
marriage. 

With the spread of eduoatioa and the growth of ednoated 
public opinion, the coatom of polygamy has practically died out 
in West Bengal. The anxiety of parents to many their daugh. 
tern to KtUlna or Bhangaa ia still strong, but fiaalifioations 
otW than that of birth are now looked for, education, 
ability, etc. The number of members of many meh has, however, 
fallen off, and aa laige enms are demanded and have to be 
pmd for a anitable bridegtoom, the marrige problem ia a hard 
ooe for a parent unlucky enough to have a large family, 
tadireotly, the paonity of bridegrooms is having a good effect, 
for it is forcing up the marriageable age of girht, subject, 
however, to the pre-eiisting rule regarding puberty. The aith 
sm also being slowly intermingled owing to the evasion of restric¬ 
tions by educated Brabmaus leading n town life. 

N^erically the BBgdis am the strongest caste in the district, Bigsi* 
and their number has been steadily risng, vit, from 134,115 in 
18B1 to 188,723 in 1931. This increase ia due partly to the 
influx of Bfigdi cooliw from outside, partly to the more complete 
incluBion of several Bub^castea. many of whom were probably 
enumerated among other oaatoa iu previous ceosuaes, and partly 
focTmdity of B^gdi aod tho coixiiw&fiTQ 

with which outsiders are admitted into the caste. They eon. 
gr^ate chiefly in the west, via,, in the Arimbagh snbdivtsioa 
and in the adjoining thanaa of KrietanagDr, Haripai, PolbS 
and D^malifili. The name Bagdi is said to be derived from 
the old temtonal divUioa of Bigri. Thmr distribution tends 
^ show tbot they migrated into this district from the west, 
mainf^ncois ooixobowfed by the fact that foither east, r>., 
in N^adik and the 24-Pargauaa, their social tank is low, while to 
the west they have a better status, s.p., in Blnkuri a nmiiber 
are aard^r gMttedlt, and in Matibhum some aamindara are believed 
to be BBgdis by descent, The eastern movement also tends to 
Hinduise them more completely. For example, ia Binkuri, 
MBobbnm and the northern Fendatoiy States of Orisea, Bagdis 
practise both infant and adult marriage, and in the latter 
case sexual interoonrse before mamage Is tolerated. In Hooghly, 
on the other hand, infant marriage is the rule and adolt 
marriage the exception; while east of the Bhlghathl the 
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B^igdis EBauma oompleta ignoTfknea of tha crintam of adult 
muma^a. DiTorea is laea coikuucm ia tba oust Ikuu in the wast i 
Ti^Ie membeHi of the Teutulii nectioDt duefly found in Hoogblj, 
do not allow widowa to pe-maxiyf do not tuko hoof, and do not 
uffloUj admit into ihoir cixclo n]oiDbflr& of highot rBatea, as thoAe 
farther west do. Bi^hninniGal influoTiro ia trn^aahle also in the 
poiiod of moaming, which h 31 duya among the TentuHia and 
KuamotioSt oa among other Budrae, hut ia 13 days among the 
TrayodafiOA (oa thair name signifies) and 11 days o^y among the 
Nodla, as in Onasa^ 

Socially the TonittUls rank highest and then the Xhiliia; 
ia this distiict, though not ^licharanij^^ Oangoa water cau 
be taken from them, while their touch does not defllo in the ease 
of dry things or hquids, like oil and The lowest in the 

■odal scale are the Nodia, with whom the other sub-castes do not 
intermarry. Excepting the NodiiSt who are geneiallj Ghhmoagisrs 
and M^jhis or Bandam&njhla, w'ho are usually boatmen and 
fishermen, the bulk of the sab-castea mthis distriot wtirk us Landleea 
labourers or nomadic cultivators. Many Dulias, howeverv ^till 
cany duiia (palanquins) or catch fish; while many TetitnliAa and 
Kosoikiilias work m muaons or pieipare lime for chewing with 
betal-leoL A tnimber of Teniuli&a and Duliia am ako employed 
as Borvanta, ospecially in non-Brahimm houses* Mr. W. B* 
Oldham/ fonuerly Collector of Buidwan, lias surmised that tha 
Bigi^s fanned^* the section of the Mai who accepted life and 
civilisation iu the cnUivated eonntiy as seifs and co-rehgioiusta 
of the Aryans.'* 

Next to the Bagdia, the Kaibarttas arc the most uumerouj^ 
ciiSto in Hooghly. Their ntmiber has hcon gradually rising, vis., 
from 142,D2fiin 1881 to lfiG,&Sfi iu 1901. The mam caste of 
eastern MidnaporOp they have overfiowcd into the distiit^s oi 
Howrah and Hooghly ou the weei^ aoi atrcoa the Ehagiraihl 
river into the 34*rEiigauaa^ Nadik and Mupiuidsbad on the east. 
Natumllyp therefore, the Kaibaxitos congregate chiefly in the 
south of this district, vix, in th&nas KhAuikul and Ar&nib&gh, 
GhandltnU, HoripSl and Bingur, and many also have settled in 
the low ripoiiau tract of BalAgaTh thana. The great majority 
returned themselves at the eonaua of 1901 as Oh^ii <ir cultivators, 
and only b per tent, m Jeliyl or Mtera. Except a very few whe 
call themselves Tutiyi from their cultiTstioii of mulbeffiyp the 
ChAsi Kaiharttas in Hooghly have no real endogamous groups 
but are merely suhdividad territoriiUj into lJttar-It4tM and 
DaihluEiriu {north and south lUrh)* Moat follow Taish- 
nsviam with Gossins as Qum or spiiitual guides* Generally 
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apoakirrgf they are well end they here the zeputAtioa of being 
the thiifiiefii and moat iudiustnoui of the cnltiTatiiig 

The innctioDal oaatee come in the folloning ocder jmm&n* FeiK^tJaEi- 
callj Sttdgopa ot euItiTating Go&Ua {59i4l7)p Gn^Ua proper or ** 
herdsmen (45^083)^ Telb or oilmen (35^93), T^tia or weaTera 
(2d|210)| Klyaethk or wrilem f23,610) and Muchia or cobMera^ 

The Kajnetbs have comparatively few repre^eniativaa in Ei^bi, 
thia cBetrict ; and the census figures sliow a alow decrease from 
25p484 in l&Sl to 23,610 in lOOl^ a decreaao that may bo pmiially 
o^plnioed by dootha from malaiia and emigmtioQ to Cakntta 
and Uowroh. They belong mostly to the DakMn-Biihi eub-ca^o, 
and are Joand largely in the three bead-qiiarteia thlnae. 

The Sadgops seem to be dediniiig, m their number fell from 
61^02i in 1S81 to 59,417 in 1901. They are fonnd chiefly in 
the weetemjixost thdna of Gogh&t^ and in the adjoinmg 
tl^naa of Arambigb. Chanditala aod DhaniikhMi. Thk 
distribution suggeeta a migration from the weat or ooith-weat; 
and even now they are proportioaatelj most nnmeroue alotg the 
Western border from the Gopiballabpur th&na of Midnaporo on 
the south to birhhOm on the norths one group (the Kumar 
or Knir] claims to be KulTns, on tho ground of being descended 
from the eiglif chie& who mled over Gopblium on the bank 
of the AJai river. The Sadgope have two territorial endogamous 
groupa, rurha-kuliyi and Piiachim-koliyA, f>., thtjee oo the 
east andweat bunk of the BhiglrathJ ; and mod in the Hooghly 
diatrict belong to tho latter group. They are ehiedy onltlvatois 
and are geueially woUdo do. 

The following U a brief aoconot of the principal Hiodn festi* hissu 
Vais beginning with the first month of the Bengali year, i a., ■mvj- 
Baiaakh (April-lfuy), which has 30 or 31 days, Kew yearns 
day ia odebrated chlody by tiudeamen, who now dose thoir old 
aoconets and open new ledgers. On this day bathing in the 
Ganges, especially at Tribenl, is coEuadered very auspidtina. 

The entire moLih of Baieikh is looked upon as a faTourable 
time for good deeds and for the perfonnanco of religioua 
dutios. While it lasts, a large number of people, mostly women^ 
wme from various parts of the Province to pour water over the 
iLDgaia of Siva at ChiLsnra, oallcd Sh&iidcswar» 

The nejt month is Jjaislilha (31 or 33 days), whidi corre¬ 
sponds to the latter end of May and the first port of June^ la 
thm month the god Jagannath and the Ganges are specially wor- 
abippod. On the tenth day of the bright half of the month the 
banks of the Qooghly are Hoed with thousands of people, 
who perform their ablntiotui in ita sacred water, wanhippiiig 
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the Ganges. In this month also almGet eveiy Hindu household 
observea & social ceremony caDed the Shaahthl Pdjd (better fcaowti 
in Bengal aa Jimai &haEhthT)| ^hen aonft-indntr are heepitably 
entertained by their motbeiB-in-law and presented with fiowem 
and dotbea. On the fnH-moon day the bathing festival of 
Jdgann^th ia celebrated with special pomp at Myiesh. 

In AnbAr (June»July) the only important religions fcdlTal !« 
the Both JfttrS or Car PestiTal^ with the Ulta-rath marking the 
return of the car; this featiyal is celebrated in Mlhesih and BaUabb- 
pnr+ In Sriban (July-Augnat) the only festiyal of any importanoe 
h the Jhnlaa Jitrii, tbe rocking Iceitiyal. It b ho oiJled because 
the imago of Knehna is sealed oa a tbrono (generally made of wcjod)^ 
whieK b suspended by ropee from the ceilings and rocked to and 
fro like a child in ita cradle. Another religious featival which 
takes place in thin month b the worship of Manaaji Deyfj the 
goddess of anokeSf which is chiefly observed in the villages. In 
Bh&dm (August-SoplombeT) the only fi^ival worthy of notice b 
tbo JanmiabtwT (followed the next day by Nandotslvab), the 
annirBisary of the birth of Kriahna. Thia b generally obaerred 
by TablmaTas, and by boys reading at and b preside«l 

over by fi^urti-miikdm^at of the old schooL 

The next month Aawin ;Soptembcr-October) b a highly atispi- 
eioaa month with the Qiadns^ as the Durgl Putakes plajse in it. 
On the fnU-moon, which immediately ioUowa the Durg^ ja^, the 
festival of Lakfihmb the goddess of prosperity, ie celebrated- 
In S^tik (Oetober^November) several important religious 
festivab take place^ vb., SbyamI Fuja^ Jogaddhilr! Pujgf Kferltik 
Pgjs and B&eh Jitri^ In thb month also a ioeial festival called 
Bhratii Dwitlya takes place. No important festival b celebrated 
in tbe month of A^uhiyan (November-December). In Pans 
(Deofimber-January) the Uttor^yau festival takes place at 
TribenS, On the bat day of the month large nnmbera of fit- 
grims, coming from different parts of the Province, bathe in the 
Ganges, On this occasion a fair b held at Triberd^ and Hindu 
families prepare and eat various klrub of cakes and generally 
enjoy themselves. In the month of Mfigh {Januaiy-Pebruaiy) 
the worship of Soroswati fgoddess of learning) takes place, poii% 
ink and books being laid aside for the time and worshipped- In 
Fhftlguu tFebruary-Maroh) the most iinpoitant festivah are the 
Sivaritrl and the Dol or Hoh festival, which are too well known 
to call for deBcription* A large meM b held at Tiiakeswar in 
eenaection with the Sivaritri festival. 

la Chaltiu (irarfih*April)i the bd; month of the Bengali 
year^ the great awingiiig festival called Charek PSji, takes plaoe. 
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It ifl Dbeerred on the last My of the month, cerrefipondlng at pre¬ 
sent to I3th Aprilt Lfl celebrated with eome pomp, more 
particularlj at Tatahoftwar, At Chinenru the feetiveil is observed 
in front oi the temple of Shlrdeawar and is followed by a 
fairi which lasts the whole of the next month, Be^dca theeo 
Bxod festivals^ edipaes of Lhe moon and siin are considered 
anspieions. During echpses large oumlooia of Hindus bathe in the 
Ganges and old cooking pots are discarded, being replaced by 
new* 

The principal places of pilgrimage in the district are Tribeni, 
Maheebp Ballabhpnr and Ttirakeswar. The principal Hludn 
fcffltiTob celebrated at Tribenl are:—(1) Makar 8ankiinti and 
Uttainyan held on the last day oF Pans and the fir^t day of 
the eucceediog month of M&glu A or fair i& held at 

Tribenl on the occasion of thiB festival, whieh nsnally lasts for 
three days and is attended by seTcral thousand persons. 
(2) Vifihnupadi gankranti, held in honotix of the san oE the lime of 
the vernal e<jniuox, on the Inst day of the Hindu month of Magh. 
The principal reUgioos rite consistH in bathings (3) Birnnf, 
the great bathing festival of Bengal^ held in the month of 
Chaitra in honoor of Barana^ the god of the waters. He fair 
and religious ceremonies only lost one day* (4j Dosahorit held 
within the Hiudn month of Jyaiahtha in bononr of the goddess 
Ganga. The festival lasts one day# (5) Karttik Pujl^ on the 
last day of the month of the same name^ is in honoui of 
tho god K&rttikoya^ the son of the goddess Dniga. A fair 
ie held at B^eberii near TribonT^ and the festival lasts for one day 
only. 

Two important festivals connected with the god Ji^annith are 
held at Mflheah and Ballabhpur. The first is the Snin J&tri, or 
bathing fe^ival of Jogaunith^ whieh takes place at tho full moon 
of the month of Jyaishtha. It only lasts one day, but is 
attended by a large concourse of people from the neighboarirg 
villages and from Calcutta. The eepomooy idiaply consists in 
bringing the god out of his tefoiplo on to a platform^ and bathing 
him iti the prasenoe of the multitude, who make offeriDga to the 
deity* Sixteen days after the bathing feEdval, the Bath J&tr^ 
or Cor Festival takes place. The god is agmn brought out 
of his iemplo at Mfiheeh, placed on a huge car^ ur.d dragged 
for a distance of about a milo to the village of Ballahhpur, 
where he is placed in tho temple of another god, EidhA- 
baliabh. After the lapse of eight dajs^ tho GltA-rath or return 
journey takes place, the god being escorted back to his temple in 
the Eame way a&he was brought out, A large fair pis held at 
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MAhe«h fit the time of tha l^mL People eotubu^e bufiine^ with 
pleuure ^ and long lines of booUu are tOQStrt^cited, InwMdifi 
bri«k trade h rfinied on in cloth find tnnkaifi, each oa looking* 
glaseoA, combs, boxes, caps, mats, hookahv children's toya, etc. 
Ou the Sunday which foUs wilhid the 9 days of the festiTid 
fi river fUe used to he held ; for aboat a mile opposite to 
Bollabhpni the river WHS crowded with bonis, the oempante of 
which engaged in ringings nittsic^ dancing and other diverBione- 
Although the fair lasta for nine days, the religionfi ceremonial 
is confined to the first day, on wfaio1]i the idol is taken to 
BoUabhpar, and the ninth day,I on which it is convoyed bock 
to HAheslu On theee days the crowd is immensep and on some 
oecasions it is estimated to omonat to a hundred thoasaiidL 
persozLB. 

The shrine at Tarakeswor ia another sacred place, to wkioh 
pilgrims fiock at all times of the jeor, prineipally for the 
fulfilment of vows on recoTery from sieknees. Two kige religions 
gatherings are held every year for the woiship of Siva, the deity 
of the temple^ The first of them ie tho Sivar&tri^ held in 
Fobrnaiy, on the fonrieenth day after the full moon in tho 
month of FhAlgnfip a day specially sacred to Siva, The three 
essential observances of the Sivm^tri are fasting by night and 
day, holding a vigth and vomhipping the iingam during the 
night. The sooond important roUgione festival hoH nt the 
Tarokeswar temple is the Choitra Saokrantii on the laat day of 
the Ilinda month of Choitra and of tho Bengali year, w'hich 
is ako the day of the Erwinging festivuL l^e temple is 
also virited during the whole ol the month of Chidtra by a huge 
number of persEuis from the-sarroundiog neighbonihood, within a 
circnit of 40 or 50 mileOf These persona generally belong to 
the lower casteo, who oomo to perform some penancep or to lead 
an oecette life for a timo, in folfilmeDt of a vow made to Siva 
in time of eickneaa or in danger, or in order to gain a reputation 
for piety. For 10 days the devotoes ehaeten the fieoh by fasting* 
etc, Formeriyp during the last few days of this period of 
penancep which ends with the Ohaitra Sankr&nti, Belf-infiicted 
tortures were added to the ordinary penance^ Nnmbem of 
Saiinyaids and other Sirite ascetics Wantarily subjected them- 
eelvea to torture by wolkiug upon live embers, throwing them- 
selves down from a height^ piercing their body and tongue with 
pineera^ etc.; eMMjlnding o^i the Isst- day (that of the Ohoitm 
SoDkrfinti) with smTigiBg themselvoa from a high pole by meona 
of books pierced through the fleshy moAoles on both iddiea cf the 
spine^ Tbeu and other [mcticea qf tho loct uo now prohibited 
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1 : 1 / OoTeruMent; Ibe swiagiiig leiliTAl of tho preaout day i& 
a T^ry iLamlw affair* compared to wh^Jt it used to be* the 
Totariea now being nrerely flospeodcd by a belt* 

The priucipai Mobamtu^dam feativula obi^rred in the dii^rict 
of Hoc^bly, aa in other Muhammadan plaoea, are (1) Iho two J</i* 
\2i tho Sk,tb-uB *rdi^ (3) the Futihd D&ardzdfiAiirif^ and (4) the 
3Ivhurrsm. Theae are prescribed either by the Kordtt or the Hdd^ 
(the tFaditious)p and the inodoe of oelebrating them are more or 
less nnifenn* 

The Idi are (ti) the Iri^ul»Fitr (or the leeaor m it ia 

called In Tdrkey) and (^) the Id*us~&hS (or the greater Buir^m), 
The begins on the let Shawal (the teeth month), aod ia 

the foaat with which Mahammedans hrtvk the fast of Eamzin* 
The month of Ramzan haa a pecnllar eanctity in the ralen* 
dar of laLSm, ae ditiing tbia month the Prophet Muhammad 
received the revelationa brought down from heaven by the Angel 
GabiieL The words of the JTorJa («e:—“To ehallfaat in the 
moalh of Ramz&n, in whiok the hVrdJi was sent down from 
heaTen. Therefore let him among you who abnli be present io thia 
month, feat; but ho who shall be aiek or on a journey* shml} fast 
the like nnmbozii of other days.” Again —“ Those who can keep 
itp and do not* muet redeem their neglect by m^utaiaing a poor 
MtiMmana are ihesefore boned—enbjeet to ejcceptiooa 
in the oaae of travellers and tuck pemona—to fast daring 
the whole of thia months from the day of the app&amnoe 
of the new moon till the appearance of the next new moon* 
During thia period they mn^ a^ain from eating* drmliug and 
interooaise with womenp from daylight till sunset; after sunset 
they may break their fast. During this mouth special religious 
services are held in the moaqaes at Uooghly at the time of 
(nightly prayer)* and a large number of beggars are daily fed at 
the iTOiinbarfli, 

The Irt-ut*Fitr lasts three days. On the momidg of the Bist 
day prayers are offend up m the mosqaesH and the 

Imimb&rS, It la an impreGsiTe sight to see at this timo the 
orderly phalanx of Mnsalmana bent in prayer on the rough grey 
quadrangle of the Scdjad Ch&nd mosque* on the policed marble 
slabs of the LnSmbirft, or on the grassy earth in front of an 
Id/jnh -all facing towards the Ja^aA to the wesft. Prayer being 
oToCp the is recited* aiid at its oloee* prayers are offered up 

for the prosperity of Idimj the preBerration of peace and nnity* 
eto^ After this* the oongr^ation embrace one another and theu 
depart to their honied V&i three days together demoDstiaHoiu 
of joy are kept up ; and pdM are freely dishibated ; friends 
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go roand viidting ousb other; milk, datee and other coofeotioDii 
aie distnlitited amongst them, 

Ths Id-az^vfr.a^ popularly called the Bnkr^tfi, ia the feast cl the 
aoeriflee, and begins on the tenth of the month of 2il-lioj]a (the 
twlfti month). Prajeis, followed by the recital of th^ 
ore offered up in the Imamb^, the Saiyad Chand and other 
m^qnea, and sheep, goota, and Idne aie saerifleed The origin of 
this festival is traced to the aacridoe of a mm in place of IgmAil, 
Acooidiag to the Kor^a, Abraham ana eomnianded in o dream to 
socrifioe hia beloved son lomail, bnt when he had laid him prostrate 
op hia ready for sacrifioo, a ram appeased and was substituted 
uA u viotun, 

i;Aib4.Barai on the 14th Shfthao (the eighth month), is 
another important Muhammadan festival. During the daytime 
alms are distributed, prayers offered up, aad presents in the i^pe 
of Aafird, bread aud other diUTities sent to friende : at night fire¬ 
works ore let off. The tradition regarding the origin of this 
festival is that the Prophet, having had one of hia teeth knocked 
out by a stone dung at him in a battle, was given fiiilicef to eat hy 
his daughter Fatinii. 

F»tifiA-Bov6ida/nim is the aaniversary of the Prophet’s death 
aud ocoura ou the 12th Eali-ul-Awol (the third month) It is a 
day of monxning in the Moslem world. MuuNd iAnrify (hymna 
and narratives dmmiding the Prophet’s career) me recited in 
the honsea of most of the welldo-do Modems at Hooghly, and 
sweets ore generally distiibuted among those who attend. 

The MuAan am (the first moptb) is a period of deep monroing 
commemorating ‘ the life and death straggle between HitFan and 
Husain, the eons of FMima and gnmdsooa of the Prophet, on one 
side, and Ttudd, 80 n of MoyaviS, on the other, which cnlminated in 
the slaughter of the scioniiof the AUM-Bait [or Prophet’s family) 
on the bloody battkfieH of Karbolft.’ The Sunnis observe the 
HuAitrrftm aa a period of silent mouirung, offer up prnyoiB and 
diatributo alma to tba poor aud helpless. The Shiahs have more 
open demoastrations of Borrow* 

At Uoo^hly the Muharratu lA with iiQiisDal potup azxd 

oeretnony owing to the esJateace of the Shiih IminiMra of HiiL 
Muhammad Mohsiii. Here the jiarud or fuueial eerrioe is held 
ove^ night, and ptlii,, iorwd, etc., are dmly distributed among the 
Muhammadan reaidenta of HoogUy. On the ~tb and 8th days of 
the MiiAarram long pioeesaona, with horses, elephants, banners 
aud Hogs, start from the ImainbirA. On the 0th night {Kuit-ki*rdi 
or the night of danghter) there is another pnjcessioii, hearing 
scores ot iAtiOt, flags, bauneis aad torthes, aad headed by the 
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piieata of the Im&mbS^rB, who paiise at eTery turn, reciting 
the ftmeioL hymn a and beating their breast 0 , On the 10th day 
{Attiura)^ the day on which the buriid of the martyre took place, 
a eimiiaT prweaaion stBrlafroni the Imamb^ra and oonsigna the 
a£Bgy of HnaaiQ to the tunh at Korbeli. 

Besides the aanal feetivals which are prcBcribed by the /Tordn 
or the traditioDB, there art some religious fairs peculiar to the 
Muhammadans in the Hooghly diatnet, held io conneotion with the 
Bhxines at BanduA and 'J ribenL At Panduft there is a ahrineof a 
Muhammuduu saint named ShAh SnH Sultan, where faiie are held 
every year in the months of Pans, Phalgtm ar.d Chait. On the 
west side of the shrine there la a snered tank palled Pir Puhhm, 

Men and womerL resort to this tank on the 39th Pans, stay there 
the whole night, and commence bathing ia it at JJ a.m. 
There is an aUigator in the tank, oolled KfilA Khfin, to whidi 
women make Totive offerings in the hope of boing blemed 
withisane Bathing over, the pilgrims wend their way bock to 
tho shrine ria MandlrtolA, scattering rice, cowries, etc, on the way. 
Some eit down along the route, and recite the JSTorrfn and religious 
hymns. Another fair takes place towards the end of Paush on the 
pttar&yau SankrAnti fa Hindn festival) and lasts 8 or JO days • 
it is well attended, and many shopkeepers ceme to it from adjoin¬ 
ing places. The fair which is held in Phalgnn lasts only tiro or 
thrw days, and is not so well attended as the Panah fair. The fair 
which is held in Ohait U bettor attended than the Phalguo fair 
hutlajs only five or six days. Pilgrims genereUy cany away 
with them a pitcher of water drawn from the Pir Pukhur which 
they scrupulously preserve. ' 

At Tribeni the shrine of Sh4h Jafar KhAn GhAri is said to 
have been in existenoe for 709 years. Aecoiding to tradition he 
was a warrior saint, who, ou coraiog to ShAhpur. waged war with, 
and defeated, the Hindu RajA of MahAnid. Two faire take place 
at TribecI, one iu the beginoing of Migh and the other durieg 
the I)ol jAtra. The fair which takes place in Mfigh laels one 
day, and that held during the DolJatrfi We four or five days 
Muhammadan pilgrims aacrifioe fowls, goats, etc., during bdi 
thoeo iairas 
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CHRISTIAN MISSIONS. 

Aho^g the ftr^ Clxrietian imosioiiariee in the district were 
AngUfliipian friarSp 'wh.o come from Go* to the Portugneea eetile* 
ment at Hoogtlj in the seooDd half of the Kith cBpiiify 
aiid Trere the priodpal mifldoaarj body ia Boogal- According 
to tradition^ a Portaguese ca|itaia named Tayaiea, who waa a 
favoTuite of the tolerant Emperor AhboTt saecoedod ia iada- 
cing him to allow the pahhe preaching of the Chiifitian faith 
and the erectioji of Christian chnrthes. In 1599 a church waa 
Wilt at Bandoh * mile away from the Portngnoae foctoiyp and 
aleo a monoateiy, which became the hoadqnaitei* ol the Angndi' 
nian missionanea. The ancceas of their labonra wm attested and 
keenly resented by tbe Mnhammadane. The author of the HfiiisAd/i* 
tidmd^ writiiig in the first half of the 17th eentnryi complaiDed that 
the Europeans infected the ii^habitaata roand Hooghly with 
the NaAareae teachings somo by force and more by hoj^ of gain* 
Kh&fi Khin again 1720) wrote bitterly thatp of all the 

odious practices of the PortugnesOp the most odious waa the way in 
which they took any orphans there might be ia their settlement* 
and, whether Brahnmns or Baiyads^ made them Chrietiajis and 
slaves. It seems least certain that the Portuguese of Hooghly 
made their daves turn Ghiistiaus, for we have it on the authority 
of Benner that they regnlorly Woght up slaTes from the pirates 
of the Bay I who ^ boast, the infamons scoundrols, that they moke 
more Chiiafians in a twelve-month than all the missioAaiiea of the 
Indies do in ten yeam/^ 

The resentment of the Emperor Shsb Jahin at this proeely* 
tmng is said to have been one of the reasona for the aita^ 
on Hooghly in 1632, After ita fall; the Christian captives 
wore transported to Agra and exposed to the hitter peTseention 
mentioned in the last chapter. Even the ohildren, priests and 
monks diared the uiuvernal doom-*,,Some of the monks, howeTer> 
remained faithftil to their creed, and ’Wore conveyed to Goa and 
other Portogueee settlements by the kSod exertions of the Jesuit 
and other missidnariee at Agra, who, notwithstanding all ilnV 
calamity, continued in their dwelling and ware enabled to 
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acoompli&h their beaeTotent piufpow hj the powerfal otd of money 
Aod the warm iateroesaion of their friende/'* Eocodi raeikrohefl 
h&ve shown ihda two defies^ Eather Knmmnael d^Anhaya tmd 
Father Emfoanuel Garcia^ died in prUon at in 1633 and 

1634| f ^.tforthe faiths and two faneete followed them to 

the grave in 1634 The two cleiioa mnat hava been among 
the August I aian friars who remained feuthful, and the plane 
whore they were buried is still called the Martyra* ChapoLf The 
Prior of Hooghly (Father Antonio da Cristo), howoverp k said to 
have Fomaiued id priEott at Agra till 1640, when an AnguatinJan 
friaTj Faihor Marrique^ proenred hia releaae t The Portngaeeo 
were allowed to re-enter Hooghly in 1633 aod^ eecordiDg to the 
account quoted in the preceding chapter, the Emperor Jahin 
was BO deeplr impressed by the miraoutooa preserralion of Father 
doha da Cma!, that he not oely permitted them to rebuild the 
choTch at Eandel, but elso gave It an endowment of 777 
The ohtirch, which had been destroyed during the sack of Xtoogl^y^ 
wflfi rehnilt by a pioim Portugnaiie, named Gomes de Soto, in 1660. 
Near this chnreb stood the church of Misoricordia, to which an 
orphanage wae attached ; and there wm alw a Dunnery^ at which 
merchinta and othem left their danghtera to lie educated dnriog 
their ahee^ce from hmne.^ 

I^ter acconnta pourtray the AugnMinian friars in an unfavonr- 
ahle light. For toiitanoo^ about fifty years after the restorutioii ol 

the ohnnbi Alexander Hamilton remarked,in bluff sailor fashion i_ 

“The Bandel. at present deals in no sort of commoditioa but what 
are in request at the court of Venue, and they have a church where 
the owners of sadh goods and mendmiidiBe are to W met with; and 
the buyer may be conducted to proper shops, where the commodi* 
ties may be seen and feltp and a priest to be security for the 
fionndness of the goods After 1756, that year of trouble for 
Hocghly, the cetublkhment declined. “ The hofepicoof Bandel/^ 
wrote Qwigi in 1760* “waa formerly celebrated and distiDguiahed, 
not so much for the Buse of its buildings as for iho miuiber cl 
religiouA men and the maguificenoe of its pubEc echoole^ but m cou» 
aeqneuce of the cekmilies of the times it is almost destitute of in¬ 
habitants e:ccept a few ”§ Subsequently, however, it appears to have 
recovered, for in 1797 the Prior felt himoeE strong enough to daim 
independent civii and criminal juriadiotion, exeept in eases of 
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mtorder, over oil fie rjota in tie monastej^ binds. In mppoTt of 
hifl clAitOf be quoted the temifl of r p^ar».dn of l€45 the 

grant of 163^^ and also a letter of 1787 prohibiting the Cdleetor 
from eserrsfiing civil ond omninal faiifldictiotL over the inhshit- 
aots of Bandel; bttt Govemment dmUowed the 

The last Prior of the monastc^^ Father Joseph Gome^j, died in 
1869, and the church, is now in charge of a pariah pueet^ who 
retains the title of Prior of BandeU Out of the 777 b*pAd(t granted 
hy 8h^h Jabl^o^ some 360 still cot ntitnte an endowment 

of the church and yield a gmall rental 

The Prior of band el occupies a isomewhat nniqno poritioii in 
Beugol io being under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Mailapur 
or Meliapur (Bt. Thom^jin Madma. TbiBeonneotioii with 
pur embcdiee ecclcriastioal history^ Until the eetabliehmeut, io 
1886, of the new Catholic bienarchy for India, the Boman Catholic 
missions were governed by ricarfi and prefects apoetolio, all depoa* 
dent on the CongregatioD tffr f^ropa^fttfdri at Home. Wiihiii 
the territories assigned to ten of these vicars-apostolic, the Ajth- 
bishop of Goa (appoictod by the King of Portugal) had ao ^^extra¬ 
ordinary jurisdiction^* over u certain number of persotis and chorchefl 
outside bia diocese in varioua parts of India The independent 
jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Goa had iia origin in the right of 
patronage (pitdroaiid) over bishoprics and bonedces in the HaAy 
which was granted by the Popes to the Poriugneee Crown. On 
the niin of the Portuguese power in India, ihe King of Portugal 
was no longer in a position io exercise his patronage ; and even* 
teallyi in 1830, aa all the padt oado bishoprics had been vacant fos- 
many years, Gregory XTI suppressed the sets o! Cochin, Cmag- 
atrore and Mailapnr, annexed their territories to the Vieoriatcs- 
apoetoliccreated by him or his prodejmsois, and Umitcd the Goanese 
jurisdiction to Portuguese possfissioiia The indo-Portuguose clergy 
as a body refused to abide by these orders, and a schism eusn^. 
Eventually, in 1866, a Couoorfat waa isgued by which the padrctm^ 
wafi limit^ to one eccleeiaBfical province, eouHisting of the jmetco- 
politan see of Ooa and three suffragan sees (Damin, Cechin and 
Hallapur), the Pope being free to make arrangemeuts for the rest 
of India.t 

The Jesuits also appesr to have come to Hooghly before the 
close of the IBth centuary. According to Fathers Beew and 
Ilceten, two Jesuits emus to Bengal in lo76 and insisted on the 
Portuguese traders refunding to the Emperor Akhar certain 
pun^ due for anchorage and taxes of which they had defrauded 
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the eithequer. Bat throogb the mfluenoe of Pedro T&t^x^ the 
C&ptdn of Hooghly^ then (L57S) at Ffttebpar Silri, oU arreaii! were 
remitted^ The ooaBeientiotu eoruplee md Pedio Ta^ai^o^ 

petition favouiubly [inpreeBed the Emperor, And evenltialljr to 
the firtiit Jeeolt Mimon tA Fatehpar Sikri in itSG. The name 
of only one of these Pathem Ln Bengal has been prefierred^ Father 
AnthoDj Tua,* Suhseqnenilyp, we find that IJoogblj waa viaited m 
1598 hj two prio^a^ Fernandez and Joen, who were sent to Bengal 
by rementn^ a Jeeoit '?iaitor at Goa. Fernandez enheeqnently 
went to Chitiogongf where he woe mntilated and kiUed m l&ytf 
while Joea wna sent on aniieeioa to the SondorhaLia Bj J60!! 
Jesuita had at leaet two atationa in Bengal—one preaninably at 
Hooghly and the olber at Chittogongt- and Id 1620 (bey eetab- 
lifihed a brancb of their Hooghly mJ^ion at Patna. According to 
the LHhnte Annti^i of lioohinf dated Doeember i620» tho 
Nawiib of Patna ** having beaitl that eome Portagueaa merehaote 
had reeently arrived in hia temtorj, eeiit for them and received 
them with the atmofit kindnees^ oo far aa io send them 

his own elephant and horeee caparisoned according to their 
enstom. He Ukewiae gave orders thid every day aa many horses 
as there were Portugiiesc ehonld ba held in readiness. I he 
Portngaese wore bo aurpiised ot theeo marka of honour that they 
soon returned with presenls^ to show their gratitude and enter into 
fnendfihip with hiixu He DsLed them whether there were Fathers 
of the ?Socioty in Betigid; and, on their answering that there were 
to be found some disperaod in Boveral plaoes thronghoiit the 
coantcy, he wrote a letter to the ^perior reqiieeting him to come 
and see him, os ho hod important affairs to aettlo with him. Ho 
offered him every mooius to olloviate the hardsbipo of the jonroey 
and remove tho diffienlliea in the way* volunteering to defray all 
the expensee for the building of a chnrcb and tho mointenanoe of 
the Father who would bo left in ch&ige of itp Ihe Nawab also 
wrote to " the Captain-Geoend of that places^ and to tw'o of the 
principal in habitauta, askiug them to go OLd see the b at her and 
prevail npea Mm to comply with the request. Theae and other 
fiiDiliir resfiotsa finally decided the Father to nudeitoke the 
journey, which he scoompliahed in ^teon daya'> The Naw4b 
subsequently confessed secretly that he was a Christian, assigned 
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the priest a lionse for hh residence^ &nd ga?o a gmnt for tho 
building of a phnpfth. 

The “Csptaiii'&fluoml” the Uodof cti tho CoUego of 
Hooghly, and the Father who Tieited him was SimDii Figuewio^ 
whom W 0 find afterwords (in 1623) fitotioned at the College at 
Hooghly. The NawAb was Mukarruh Khiu^ who proved a good 
potron to Hughes aod Parker w'heu they esdeavudred to efetabliab 
a factory at Fatuo in the same yeer ; but Figueredo Euspected 
that he only kept a priest in order to bring Portugtioee morchanta 
to the city/ Three of the Portuguese prioets died of tho * * * § ploguo ’ 
at Hot^ldy iu 1626; imd next year a lay brotheTt Bartolomeo 
Foatobouaf one of the early misaioiiaiies aeot by the Jesulta to 
Tibet, ahio died there. According to one account, two of the 
daughters of Kor Jahiu, haring become Chi^knB, took up their 
abode with the /osulta iu the Portogueae aettlemeot of Hooghlji^t 
A few yeare later, in 1632, when the Mughab aaeked Hooghly iu^ 
the College of the Jesuita was destroyed.* Htmng the aiege one 
of the Fathers wae out down with a sdmitarj another was shot dead 
with arrows, and Fathei Da Cruz was wounded im tho book with 
a edmitar, but recoyered in a yiUage near Hooghly+, After 1632 
the history of the Fortugucas Jesuita is almost a complete blank. 

The French Jeauite were also eatablkhed for abont a oenhuy 
oi Ohaudemagore, where they worked as paitKiIiial clergy for the 
fafitory {c. 1603-1790). Keotion is mode in 1723 of their haring 
a College at Bandehf ftud wo find that in 1763 they had a 
hospital and orphanage at Chan darn agore. Their churoh and 
house were puUed down iu 1750, when the Governor, Eonault, 
was strengthening the defences of Fort Qrleamil 

The Capuchins also mado Chandernagore their headquaiteni 
for eome time* It wis^ in faet^ thoj^^rn^^ (fnpjtai for their mi^ons 
to Ubet after 1703^ when Prrfeeture of Tibet and the 
adjoining countries was oieated and entrufited to thom. They 
first established themselyes at Chandemagore in that year^ and 
thou set up a branch minion at Patna, and in 1705 they opened 
a station at Fataa in Nop&l. A eeoond expedition was seat out in 
1707 under the Prefect Domiiiio of Fano, who succeeded in 
penetTBiing to Lhasa with a few oompstaions j but by 1709 the 
little band was reduced to the verge of starvation Tho misfiiou 
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wiu a-liandaned in 1711^ tbe niisaionarifia retnraing from both 
Tibet aod Nepal and conceatoitiiig at Chandemagors, They did 
notf howeveri give up hope of re-eaubliftliiiig ikamaolvef iu 
1 ibet^ Domirde of Fauo biioaelf wool to Bomo and pleaded tbeu* 
being supported by the Bifihop of Maiiapur. It waa 
decided to revive the misaiou to Tibet and twelve prlesia wars 
allotted to it« four of whom were to be stationed iu Lhasa, and 
two each in Fatnai Nepal, ** Drogu-gae in the provinco of 
Takpo io Tibet, and Chauderaagoiie. Lomitkio of Farjo returnod 
in 1714, briaging with him a decree from the Foper Clement XT , 
dmwu up in Ms name os ^^Frefsci of the Tibet Kiasion/’ and 
granting his requeei ^"to erect upon the mksioa station and 
settlement of Chatjdernagore an oratory or email church/’* The 
church built under this authority is believed to be the present, 
chapel of the Convent of the Immaculate Conoeption, which haa 
the dale 1730 insciibod oa ib door, the Convent bdng originaUx 
n fouiidling hoapltal established by the CapnchiQ& 

The Tibetan mission practically collapsed m 1745» when the 
heroic Horoco of Penoa left Lhasa, dying broken*h£^€d at 
Pitan in Nopal hix weeks lator> In Nop^, however, it lingered 
till 1763* and throughout these years the Capuchins remained in 
reaideaoo at Chaudemogore. Here fourteen of the mission died iu 
the 18th century, the first beiog Birolher Jacob of Bieno, who 
with Uomce of Penna was a member of the tldrd expedition ol 
1712, and the last being Angelas do Carglio and Lndovio 
de Citta de CaatoUo (died 179E^; of the 25th expedition of 17901* 
The Tibet misaion finally ended in 1845, when the Yicarmte 
Apofitolio of Patna was czcaled and entrusted to the Capuchins^ 

The first Protestant nunister in the di^iiot was the 
Hev(L John Evans, a Welshman, who had gradnated at Jesus 
CoUege, Oxford. He waa sent ont to miuiater to the Englisi 
employes at the Hooghlj factory, where he arrived iu 1678. 
There he set to work to have a chapel aet a^ide for religioua wor^ 
ehip, and one ia found In ti$e in 1679. With Btrey^iskEkm Master 
he drew up aaet of rules for the factors in order toeusure godly and 
quiet liriug. These rules were fairly ootuprehenEive, Auyoue 
guilty of profane swearing was to pay a fine of twelve^aoe for 
each oath ; the name penalty was fix^ for lyiog | any Protestant 
in the Compaay's house neglecting to idlead public prajers 
morning and oveuing without lawful oxci^ had to pay the 
Bome amount or be confined a whole week within the heuaa * the 

* U.^dbcirif, TAs T%h*i pp. 3i> 3^ 971 Sir 

TboESM n oldish, p. 70 . 

t CmiMolw iXr^«rjr/ar J^rckdi^fW* ^ iPOf^ pjL ISS^-^-Sa 

l2 



116 


HOOOmT. 


M.T 

Cbjn^ 


EMKin^ 

tau 


irrecloim&lilo were to te departed to there to rec^i’PO 

oondigt] pubbbitkeqt. E^ana left Hooghlj with Cbumock^ when 
it waa alKudoued io 1686,* 

The first Emopeau Protestant misalonary in the dlatiici 
wm Ztichariah Kieraanderj a Bwede, who came to Calcutta 
in I7&8. After a loig nuiiifitry there, hia property, the 
mission church md ecbool wore seised by tho ShoritT in. 1787 in 
eatisfaeiioa of debU. and lOemandei sought refuge under the 
Daniah fi&g at Serampore and then retired to Chinsiira^ There he 
received a cordial welcome from the Dutch Governor, TiteiTigh, 
who appointed hiin Chaplaiii on n salary of Ea- 50 a montlL There 
was at the tme no Chaplaiii, but only a reader who every Sunday 
road a sermon and the Dutch psabm. The Dntoh bad, it is tmei 
applied to Trauqnebar for a missionary in 1733* but at that time 
there was no one available^ At Chiosnra Kicmander was visited in 
1704 by Dr, Carey, who rocorded that the ardour he manifested for 
the oouversion of the heathen woa very animatihg and that he 
himself derived the high^ encourt^eiDoat from his eshortatioDs. 
Ill 1795 Chinaura was take a hy the Euglishp and KiemaEider 
became a pnBoner of war. He was, however^ allowed his liborty* 
snd the salary given him by the Datnh waa contioned hj 
Mr. Commifirionor Birch doribg the period of English mle. But 
he was growing weaker and more infirm. Next year, being 
unable to dischiuge the duties of his office—he was now 85 years 
of age,—he resigned it and left Chinsura ultogether^ He stilh 
however, tame (here cocsrionalily from Coloutta, and during ihese 
visits baptized aad preaohod. An entry in his diary shows that 
in 1708 he baptised Peter Theodoms Gerhaidns Ovorheek, whose 
tombstone in the Dutch cemetery beam a touch!rg iiiScriptioti put 
up by his father {poaribly the last Dntdi Governor) .t In 1798, 
the first agent of the Ixindnn Mfsalonary Society (iustitnted in 
1796/ arrived at Cbinsura, I'his was the Eevd Nathaniel 
Forsyth, who died in 1816, and is described on his tomb *aa the 
fiiet faithial and seslona Protestant minister in ChLesoxa.^ The 
eptaph reads strangely^ oonfiadering the fact that his predecessor 
was Kiernander. 

The first orgonired mission estabUshed in tho district for 
spreading Christianity among the i-ativea was that known as the 
Serampore Miaaiom The Baptist Misgionary Society was formed 
in 1792, and next jear cent its first miaaiouariea to BengaL These 
were William Carey^ who riaried life as a shoemaker—or, oa ho 
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humUy ftaidp ‘ only ^ coTAler *—and John Thomas, xrho had boom 
a tilup's sm^wn. They embarked in a Daoiah Tessel and landed 
in Goluiitta in Novombec 1703^ hut after heing a month there 
ware reduced to fineh droits, Ihat they tuul to soak a cheaper 
locality. Ban del was fixed n^vt, and here Corey met Kiemaader, 
Bat Bandel wim ilL-^tiJtod for Carey 'b plan of iniebioiimy labour. 
It atlorded him no opportunity of oocomitiodaiitfg his habite 
of life to natiTo economy, which he had been led to oonsider 
the moat effectnal mode of ohtmriieg ncceas to the people,” The 
two men^ therefore, left the place and ratnxned to Galeutta. 
They -irere again^ howeTer, compelled to leaTe by poverty. 
Thomas accepted the management of one of Mr. Udny^a indigo 
faetories in Mnlda, and Carey, after staying a ahoit time at 
QasiiiDabad iu the SaadaibaTjs, uadertook the mauagement- of 
another in 17^. 

In October 1799 a frcab hand of Baptist miasionariei, ’rik.p 
William Ward, Joehiia Marehman, Mr, Bmnsdon and Mr. Oxaut^ 
arrived at Berampore in an American Tessel irith a letter of 
introduclion to the Govemort Colonel Bie, from the Danish 
CoDsolate in Ixmdon. They were afraid of being deported if they 
landed at Calcutta, for no Emopeaiifi w'ere allowed to settle 
without a liceime^ and they, therefore, came stra^ht to 
Seramporo. Tins expedient at first seemed to have failed, for 
their arrival was reported and the f>ommander of the vessel 
iiifonned that hia vessel would not be allowed to eater the port 
and discharge cargo, unless hia lour possengem undertook to 
return to EnglacLd at onoo- Ward and Brauedoa at once left, for 
Calcatta to plead their caufifi ill penaon, and lound that one of 
the papers had announced the arrival of foot Fapiot. misaiOQorieB, 
owing ^ either to a misprint or to igtioranco of the Baptisi 
dei^ominatioti. They were, therefore^ regarded aa French epics, 
for at that time it woa believed that emissarieB of Buonaparte 
were fravellitig about in the dlsgolae of Roman CathoUo prioato. 
The appealed to the Revd. David Brown, a good friend 

to missionaricB, and be interoeded for them with the Governor* 
G^ctbI, Lord ’Wellesley. The ombEkigo on the vessel waa 
withdrawn, but all Browa*ft efforts to obtain permission for 
them to settle in British territory were unavailing. They were 
therefore, obliged to abandon tf»e idea of going ufMoountry to join 
Garay, and decidod to make tbeir h^qoartera at Serompore 
T^ deeiaon was largely due to the kinduees of Colonel 
Bie, who offered them the protection of the Danish orowu 
^d the privilegee of Danish dtiranship, and also permisaioiL 
to open a school, aet up a press and print the Stripturoa, 
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Here Carey joined them in Janniiy 1800* bringtng with 
him ft printiag prose* which Mr, Udny had pieseiited to the 
Mieston. 

Their first yean at Serampore were not without troable. 
Ml. Qraot hod ^ed within a month of landiog; Mr. Fountmn^ 
who liftd worked with Carey at Maldu and joined him at Seram-^ 
pore, died next year (1800), and Mr. Brimsdon tho year after, 
Mra. Carey had lost her reason tn 1T94 through grief at the 
death ol one of her children. She was now hopeleaaly iiifiane* and 
in t&OO Thomaaako went mad with exoitement at the first con- 
Torsion made. The baptism of the first coDVert, Kriahna Chandra 
Pal, wa? oonBeqnently a painful ec^ne* for Thomaft, w'ho waa 
oonfined to hw conch, made the air refund with hia blft^phemonB 
ravings; and Mrs. Carey* shut up tn her own room on the 
opposite side of the path* poured forth the most painful shrieke.*' 
In Bpite of these mhfortunea* the three anrrivors* Carey* Ward 
and Marshtnan, steadily bboured on “in the cacso of religion 
and hnmanity/^ and were ably oeoand^d by Mra. Marahman, “the 
first womansmififlionary to women/" who op^?aed aehoois for gtrla 
and establLshed a native feinale education society» Their great 
work can only be briefly aketohed here. The work of Carey e life 
was the translation of the Smiptures Into the languages of India, 
and before he died he had publiahed the Bible in Sanskrit, Perdan, 
Hindustfini, Bengali* MaT4thi* Oriya, Telugn, Pashtu, PunjAbi* 
Gnjardti, Hindi and other vemaoulara* besides prihUshing dio- 
tionaries and grammars in various Indian languages. He also 
founded an agriciiUiiral aoeiaty and estahliMhed a botanie garden. 
Ward preached* chiefly in Bengali* anporintended the vast busi¬ 
ness of the press which they set up* and left a monumental 
work on Hindn religion and austoms. Dr. Marahman preached 
in English and Bengali* woa manager of a number of branch 
missionst conducted the oonespondenoe of the Misdcn — was in 
fact its Foreign Becretaiy. 

A few features of the Scrompore miseionnri^' work call for 
special notice. The first is the way in which they endeavoured 
to bring Christianily home to the natives of India by publiahiug the 
Boriptuicft and preaching themselves in the vemaoular. Even 
Kiernander —devoted nussiouary though he was — never acquired 
an adequate knowledge of KinduEtani or Beng^^ and to the day 
of his death was unable to converse in them. SlmnltsiLeoiLSly 
with this plan of tranaktioiLs, Carey and his two sssociatee formed 
tLc design of establishing subordinate missionary stations in 
Bengal After many obatacles the plan succeeded; and as means 
became^ more plentifulp the system was oxtendod^ until the 
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Seram pore mWonaries became the oeotral directing aatboritj of* 
iixteen mi^lona in diSorent pari ft of fleet era aod Ncrihem India. 
A coral] arj of tlieir contietion that the eTaagelizatton of the 
country mufit be accompliBhed tbroa^h the rernacular tongues waa 
the eatibliabmcut of a college of Oriental learahig. *"I£G?er,** 
they aaid, ** the Gospel elands iu Indie, it must be by natiTe 
opposed to netire in demonstrating its excellence aboye all other 
aystems/^ It was to the uaiiTefl le-irned allle in Benekiit and 
in EegUfth that the inisstonariefl looked for the agency which t™ 
to extend their eHorts, and the College was tbertf ore to haye 
Proleeeors of Sanskrit, Arable and Eagli^. 

Another interesting featore of the Mission was ita self- 
supporting oliamcter. As soon as it started p it was determined 
to dine at a common tublOp and to haTO a oommon stookf each 
family being giyen a small allowance for personal expenses j it 
was peaolvcd that no one should engage in priTnte trade, and that 
whafcvcr might be earned ehould be credited to the ecntixiioti atock. 
ThiiS lesolntioD was loyally obaeryed. Not to multiply insteneea 
though the boording^honae established by Dr. Marshman yielded 
an incame of in the dust two yeafSp ho kept only £34 a 

year for the expenses of himself and his family ; and the total 
fium contributed to the Mlft^on by the miesionarlea themselTes, 
from Hrtit to lastp was £80,000. 

The mi^ouarieft did not, at least in the early days, esiry on 
theii work ’B'ithout great difficulties, due priucipaHy to the boetility 
of the British Geyernnient. They liyed from day to day under 
the inceesant fear that, from seme casual expressioa, some careless¬ 
ness in their eonyerta, their labonra would be brought to an end, 
their properly conGsoated, and their peisons deporied as sedittoaii 
offendors. They were sayed in the fin^ place by their sitnation. 
The Danish Guyernmeut, nua:Gected by the prejudices of the 
Cfompany, was friendly to Misaion a:Sori:. The local anihoritiefl 
were friendly to establishments whidi br&ught oocupatien and 
comfort to hundreds of their people. They redsled gallantly eyeiy 
pmggostiou of extradition, and on one occafticn at least took the 
reaponsibility of a quarrel which might haye iaTolyed war. 
Throughout the struggle the conduct oI the Scratnpore mission^ 
KTtes was beyond prsise. They neyor defied the GoTenuneut- 
They ueyer fought minor questions. They neyer engaged m 
political dUeostions. They simply and calmly refused to intermit 
thaLr missionary labour on any scoulaj conaider&tion whateyer/' * 
The first serious interference with their work took place in 1808 
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w)x6ii tJie QoTerniBdiii of Sir George Berlov, (denned et the 
mutiny of Vellore and ieaiing the reealts of any attempt to proeely- 
tize the nativee, forbade all itinerant preacliing or the eetAbUah- 
ment of etationa beyond the limita of Serampore. Next year the 
progreea, if not the oxtinotion, of the Miefilon woe aerionaly 
threatened by the Ooveinmeat of Lord Minto. A pamphlot hod 
been issued from the Serampoie piesa, refleeting soveiely on Mam 
and Muhammad. The British Government demanded ita snpprea- 
aioD, and the mumonariea, diseoYORng an interpolation by the 
Monebi employed to revise tho tmtulatiou, earrendered the e<htion. 
Not content with this, the GoYemmeat called on the GoYoruor 
of Serampoie, Colonel Erefting, to withdraw hia patronage 
and eend thorn and their proea to Calcutta, whore they would 
be aabject to Britiah authority. Krefdng refuaod to aubmit 
to mch dietatioD, eBp.cially ea the miHuonariee were nnder the 
jtti wrf. patronage of the Dauiah King; a peraonal appeal was 
Tn«utn to Lord Minto, and the demand for theii anrrender waa 
abandoned. 

In 1812 they had another nilafortnno. A 6ro deatroyed 
nearly eTeiythlng in their printiug preea. Property to the Ynlno 
of Ea 7,000 woe lost, beside* many valuable manuscripta and 
tranalations; bat friende in India and England qaicfcly came to 
their aid, and in two month* the loea waa made good, letter in 
the Bomo year foither trouble followed, tho opposition of Ijord 
Minto forcing flve missionaiies. who had arrived without a license, 
to fly from Bengal, while another waa deported, lu 18B7 the 
Miamon came to a dose for want of funde Marehman, now the 
sole survivor of the three great pioneers—^for Ward had died iu 
1823 and Carey in 1834—^found it impoarihle to carry on the 
work withont farther help. Mr. Mack waa sent to England to 
Teoruit the finances of the Miaaion, bat could got Uttle aseiataoce, 
and bo waa therefore obliged to arrange for iU transfer to the 
Baptist Misaionary Society. The news reached Calcutta 12 hours 
after Dr. Marehmarrs death* 

The work done by the Setampore missioDaries has been well 
summed up by Dr. Marahman’a aon;—Tho Sommpoce Misaon 
may be said to belong to the heroio ago of mlsriooe, and the 
interest which is attach^ to it will oonttnae to increase with the 
fntuie triumphs of Chriatiau truth in India, At the period when 
it was established, the pnblie authorities, both in India and 
England, were oppoeed, on political grounds, to every attempt to 
intrMuce religions or secular knowledge into the conntiy. It was 
the seaL fortitude and persevcrauce of Dr. Cnrej and his two 
e oU eagupa wliioh were mainly inst rumental in inducing higher and 
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more impmyed prinoiptefi of polioj, Thoeo who first; moTed id 
thifl undertatiDg have woU descirod the graiitadei of oveiy Indb.D 
philauthroplit. Tho Alisaioa wue osiiiblifihed by tkreo tamt of 
Wmble lineage, * apcsetutea,^ m their opponeiita doiightod to tona 
them, from the laflt fiod the loom, but of flTerliog gemue. They 
were brooght together by uafomeoa ctreumstAoeea, and, uboa 
their infaut eelabliebmeut was threatened with e^tinetion by their 
own GoToromeDt, were proTideDtially providod with an asylum 
ID a foreign setlioment till the etonu bad Mown over, A unity of 
objor^'t pruduoed a unaDimitjof sentiment which has rarely been 
stLrpaaaed. Every private feeUi.g aed ovorj individual prodileo- 
tion wm moEged in the proeeeution of a great pnblio undertafciiig, 
which they poisuod with m abated eneigy lo the eud of their lives. 
They were osiaetly fitted for matual qo-operatioEp They were oil 
imbued with tbo same largo and oomprebenaivo viewi, the fiame 
animation and seal, and the SLnie pecuniary dioiatereetednesa. 
Their united ouirgiee were oonaeorated to the eerviee of rellgiDu^ 
for the promotion of whioh they were enabledp by eavere and 
protrootod labours, to contribute a sum, wbiob^ at the close ol 
tbo Mijsrion, woB found to amount to eighty tbotisand pounde 
aterling," 

** Tbo Sarampore miJsaioDariisB never ooDsidered tbomselvea but 
ua tba simple pionoaia of Chririiau improvement in India; and it 
isoapioueem that tbeir labotira oro to be eBtimoted. Xu tbo 
infancy of modarn misaioufi^ it fall to their lot to lay down and 
oi^omplily the prineiplee on whiob they eboold be organized^ and 
to give a right diroDiion to missionary eSorte. They were tbo 
fir^it to enforce the neceeaity of IranfilatiDg tho Scripturea into all 
the languages of Indian own translations were neoesaarily 

and oociles^ly imperFeet^ bat iome imperfeationa may be forgiven 
to men who prodniiiod tho first editions of the New Teftament id 
mom thftit thirty ol the Orieutai languages and dialecta, and thus 
gave to tho work of tranaktion tbat unpulaa whiob kua nevor sub¬ 
sided. They were the first to ioaist on tbo nbeoluto erdiision of 
caste from the Dative Christiau oommuiiity and ehuroh. They 
established the first native schooU for heathen childron in ihe 
north of India, and organised the first cirl oge for the edueotioD 
of native catechists and itinerants. They printed the first books 
in the language of Bengolp and laid the fouudation of a veroaca* 
lar library. They were the first to colrivate aud improve that 
language and render it tho vehicle of national instpiotion. They 
published the first native newspaper in India, and the first reli¬ 
gious periodical work. In ell the depfutmeDta of miraonorj 
Uhour and intellectual improvement they led tbe way, d it is on 
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the broad foundation whioh they laid^ that the odififiO of modem 
Indian mifiaiona has been erected/'* 

CnDficu In I80jt, fi few yeara frfter the Beritnipoire missionaries began 
Fife LA ^TD iforkj the Eevd, Drnid Brown, their old friond^ who had 

' now become I^rovoet of Port. WUliftin^ pnrohnaod a houae (Aidoon 
Uonae) on (ho banka of the ri^eri to the aonth of the towni and 
oontinued to reaide there till hla death rn 1B13. la 1605 the 
Eevd, Henry Mart 3 m arrived from Hagland as a Chaplain on the 
Bengal eatabliehinent and wia stationed at Snrannpore till October 
1806. 3^0 Bevd* Daniel Corrie also came to Bengal in the latior 
year^ and both he and Mariya resided at Aldeen Hotiaa. Here 
they and Brown woiahlpped in an ahandooed temple^ commonly 
called the Pagoda, which was inclnded in Brown^a pnrohaBe He 
fitted it up aa on oratory, and conaeorated it by a prayer-meeting 
to the service of the living and true God, Whose praiees now 
refloueded throogh the arches which had bo long echoed the pneans 
of the idol .... la that Pagoda, which is yet the first object 
which meets the eye in sailing np frotii Calcutta toward# Scrniti* 
pore, every doaominational feeling was forgotten, and Careys 
Marahmon and Ward joined in the some chorus of praise with 
Brown, Martyn and Come/'t 

All three pky^ed a greal part in the history of Anglican 
M issioriB. Brown may be regarded as the parent of mls^on# o( 
the Established Church in this part of India—he has indeed been 
oallod the &thet of eyongelioal religion in BengaL” Cenie 
devoted bus life to the evongellstio cause and was the Gret Bishop 
of Madras. Marly□ loft a high repatalion as a misaionaryi 
short a# his career was, for he died in 1812 in Armenia; there, 
according to an epitaph by Macaulay, in manhood^s early 
bloom, the Christian hero found a pagan tomb.'’’ Hie Bevd. 
ClandltiB Bnchonaii, then Vice-ProToet of the College of Port 
■WiHihm, was alao a frequent visitor to Aldeon Iloose, wher* he 
frequently disco&^ed hia scheme for the appoiatment of Bishops in 
Indis. Owing tsigely to hk exertions, the prohlbiiiosi oa 
missionaries reaiding in India was removed in 1813, and on 
eccledsstical eBtabUshment was BaneBoned, Bkhop Middleton 
being appointed the first Bishop of Calcutta iu 1S14. 

His enco^Bor, Bishop Heber, who delighted m calling bimaeif 
**the chief missionary in India,^^ appointed the BevA Morton 
to Chioenra in 182^ Mr, Horton^ who was sent to Bengal by 
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, stayed here till 

* J, C. KAnfaEumD, Lift nmd Tiittit JfartJ&iiiaft amd W^rd (lasa}, 
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l83Tf ^h&n. the society ftbuidondi the Miwon adiools he hfid 
fouLdod and iti oontteoiioa with the etation/ 

Another Mitmon eatahliahed diuing the flnit half of the ISth 
eonturj was that of the Free Church of Scotkod under Dr. A^^x- 
ander Ditff. In 1644^ eJtor having lounded and org-aui^ tho^^^LAstD 
Free Chitrch General Aj8eeiiibly"8 Institution;, Dr. Dtiff took in ^*“*^*^^ 
hand branch achoola for the eTangellraLlion of rur^ by 

memia of educated tateehUta and couyeiia^ Aa the resources of 
the Mliaion grew and more conTcrta were ordained^ itationa were 
opened in soccesflioii at Blnsberii^ ChinBum and Moh^nid, The 
story of Binaberia,^^ writes Dr» George Smithi ** iliiLatmtea the 
ontbiiaiaBm with which, not only in Calcutta, but to the furthest 
oonfLneB of India^ good men» in the anny and the civil Benioe^ 

BODgbt to mark their sympathy with the Free Church Miaaton. 

On being driven from Ghoebpara^ where the two ablest oonvarta 
had begun a miaaion among the new sect of the KarU- 
bha]4s, Dr^ DufE reiolTcd to establiah a set dement in another 
country. Ho croesed the river Hooghly to iia right bank, leav-n 
ing the whole country on the left to the Eslablishcd Church- 
A few miie^ to the north of the county town of Hooghly 
diatfict he dlacovcred the adhool-houae of the Brfthmo Samij 
of Calcutta closed and for sale. I)wtik& Nitb Tagore^ the 
successor of Bammohan Kai, had died In EngUndi and hia aon 
wss unable to maintain the educational work of the The per¬ 
petual lease of the grounds, aa well aa the large buagalow, was 
purchaaed by Dr. Dull, whose first object it woa to erect sub¬ 
stantial butldiuga for a Christian High schooL For thia there ware 
no fouds sinco the espeudituro at Gboehpkri. It was Sir James, 
then Major Outram^ who came to tho raeouc- 

OuLram hod received as hia ahare of tbe pTize^money 

obtained in the conquest of Siud^ He bod protested against 
the anneiation os an act of ** rascality/* and regarded his share 
oa‘^blocNi money.** BofuBitigto touch a farthing of it for his 
own pcTaanal use, he distiibtited it oU among tho philanthropic 
and religious charidea of Bombayj c^oept Bs. which he 

offered to Dr^ Buff. With tHa sum Dr. Duff waa able to erect 
fn 1845 a Mission school on the bauka of the Ganges. The 
school oontinued to work for abont 35 jeam^ but was closed in 
1882, when the building was sold to Bibu Xiolit Mohan Singh, 

IflJfco Yioe-Chaiiinan of the Hooghly Distriot Boa^ Of the work 
carried on here, Dr. Bmith wrole as follows in 1879 :—** The Alia- 
aion-Honae has been a source of numberless blceeings to the 
Ufiighbourhood 5 from ila pupils a goodly number of conveirionB 
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baTo sprang ’frith a wid<> difTofiioa of Ghiistiaa baowiedge. Tho 
building still perpetuates the purity and English up¬ 

rightness of Outram. 1 h i Testing-p'nne in Westminster Abbe/^ 
and the equoatrinu statuoa by Foley, on the Thames Enibank^ 
meut and frontiDg the Oaloatta Cluha, ooftixuemomte hi$ Tueto^ 
lies in Fetsin and the relief of Luekno’vr, But let not the Sind 
bbod-money and DaJS’e Bmisberia school be torgotten, though 
recorded not on dirmg miirble or enduring bnm, 
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PUBLIC HKALTH. 

Hoodhly dlfitrid: Lab bo groat repataiion for boAltluBeeSt CiiicjifB, 
though it U not bo mBalubriotia aa it waa 30 or 40 jeara 
ago. The olioiato ia hoi^ inoLAt atid rolAxiog^ The mafaxm ia hut 
little above sea-leTelt aad maoj of the iiTere hare nlted up to 
auflk aa esiteitt that^ after the raius, thoj are ropreaeated bj a 
aoriea of staganiit pools Ot have only an atteuuated aluggijh 
stream. Duriag tbo monsoon^ from July to Septemberp vegeia- 
tioQ ia Euukf and the water bewraoe thick and muddy. The 
xoault of sueh unfavoarable ooadittouB ia that in September fever, 
with boTVol-oomplainta, breaks oat in an epidemio form, and 
eontiaa^ to bo more or loss rlmlaat till the middle of Jamuary. 

The general health then improvea till Maroln DunDg the hot 
weather the souroea of water-supply are apt to dry ap, prodadng 
epidomica of oholera and dysentery. Towards the end of 
May and the beginning oE June the weather again beeomes 
oppreesive, hot and aultry, heralding the approaeh of the men- 
iCKm. May to July ore, on the whole, the healthiest monthsi 
and then the period from the middle of January to the middle 
of Mareh. November and Dooembcr are the two wowt monlha, 

the mortality is heaviesL The least nnhealtby area is the 
Ar&mbagh subdividoD, especially the flood-swept tract east of the 
DwSmkeswar and west of the DAmodnr; bat Arflmb^gh town 
has now a bad reputation* so much so that officBTS are said to 
dread betug posted there* The moat unhealthy pert of the 
diatri<^ ie the Hooghly sabdividon. eepecially Balagarh ih&nn and 
the inland thanes oE Dhaniakhali* Polbi and Hoogbly (nual). 

Prior to 1B02 there wetf* so many changes in the sjsrem of v^tal 
registering vital statistics, that it is unsafe to draw any infereuees 
from the figures compiled before that year. The returns now 
prepared are also, it is true, not so reliable as could be dedredf 
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Wt tiej MB enffitieiitlj' acctii^tB tor oalonlAtiiig the coiu- 
pBi&ttve growth of the population and for gauging the relativo 
healtbiiie&s and uoliealthinoee of different yearB. 

Excluding the retuma for 1892, when registration was 
admittedly inooioplete, the Btatistles for the 15 years 1893-1907 
■how an sTeroge birth rate of 30 24 per l,0tl0. the lowest ratio 
recorded in the whole Province. The yearly hiith-iuto has 
varied from 34’94 per mille in 1904 to 26"87 in I89b p**r 1,000, 
the very low birth-rate in the latter year being probably an after¬ 
effect of the estromo nuhealthmesB of the pteocding year. The 
deaths during the same period (1893*1907) averted 35"20^ per 
mille, thus exceeding conaidetably the annual recorded Inith- 
late; the yearly death-rate varied from 40‘73 io 1907 to 21'94 
in 1906. The poor vitality indioated by this high denth-iato 
and low birth-rate fnmiahes another proof of the unh^Uhi- 

of the district. Indeed, were it not for an inOux of irnnii- 
grautato the Sorimpoio sobdivision, the census of 1901 would have 
shown a decrease in the population : even in spite of immigration, 
the Sadar Bubdirieion showed in 1901 a decrease of 0 3 per cent. 
The nnbealthineas of the latter subdivision is exempUfi^ ra ite 

two muoicipaUties of HoogUy-Chinaura and Binsbena; for m 
the ten years 1893-1902 Hooghly town had an avoi^ death- 

rate of 50-43 per raille against a taith-rate of 28’^, while 
Blnsberia had an annual doaUi-rate of 50'02 against a birth-raite 
of 26’89 per mille. It is no matter for wonder, therefore, that the 
pQpuUtion is the former town decreaaed from 33,060 in 1891 to 
29 383 in 1901, and in the latter from 6,783 to 6,4f 3. The town 
(rf Artmbagh appears to have suffered almost as much as theae 
two rounieipaUties, ita average death and birth-rate for theae ten 
years h«Dg 38 37 and 37*29 per mille, respectively. 

InfantUe mortality ia high, and tt is ^imated that more 
tijan ft third of the chfldren die within five yean of birth. 

The percentage of deaths ie highest under the age of one, and 

the kcideuoe of mortaUty is greatest in the winter months- 
„ The registration of deaths caused by fever is notenoudy 

inacenrate, as a ceasiderabb number of deatha due to other 
diseases, such as pneumouia, pleurisy, etc., are ascribed to fever ; 
r«wrr. for comparative purpoeea the figures may be a^pted. 

They show a high mortality, the annual death-rate during the 
16 years 1893-1907 averaging 2-5 per mille, or about 70 pet cent, 
of the total number of deatha. 

The following account of the typw of fever ^d their 
causation is extracted from a note kindly eomrouniented by 
lieutenajit-Colonel D. G, Crawford, Civil Surgeon ofHooghly 
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“ Ual&ftal li Atill tbfl prermiliiig dis^ue of tbe Hoogblj 
ditfiiict, though fortuudely it ia do loager the eooitrge that 
it WM 50 to 30 je^ ago^ Somethjjig hm been done ainee 
that time to uUe^to iti mvagiES^ particularly the ilufihiiig of 
some of the * dead’’ rireia of the diatrlctj fimoe the oonstitietion 
of the Dankuni drmnage rtannel in 1873 aod I ho openitig of 
the Sdon Canal in 1081, Stub however^ the phyaioul conditioni 
of the dkhfiet remain touoh oa they wrre half a eentuiy ago; 
and thus they muat alwaja remunr for no human agency can 
alter them. The dietrict le tittle above Aearlevoh it Ima a heavy 
rainfall, it ia traverBed by numerona Mead^ or ailtiog-up HveiOp 
and it is chiefly devoted to the growth of riooj a erop whidi 
requires the ground lo be a awamp during several months of the 
year foi its estivation. These eonditioiiB necessaiily to its 
being waterl^ged iu the roina. Practically, every house hSlt 
tD the district neeej^tatea the excavation of a small tank or pit 
to get the earth, which forms a plinth, to raiaa the house 
above flood-leveL Ethcient draimige is an impoacibilityp as there 
b not sudlcient fall^ The tanka w^hich abouad in the towna^iu the 
Hoogbly-ChinsuTa muidcipalitj alone there are 700—the drains 
with their ineflioiont fall, foitoing chains of atagoaijf pools 
instead of running atiearns, and the vast expanses of rice 
onltivationp all supply ample breeding grounds for the mosquito 
by wbioh malarial fever is spread. After allowing for errors m 
r^ifltration, the fact lemaiuB that the mortality from fever^ 
including its moat conunon aud fatal sequela, vb., eqkrgemeiit of 
the spleen, is very high. Of the other diseases is hioh abo bear the 
name of fever, eatorio or t3Pphoid fever oertainly octius. I have 
seen easea in both adults and nbildiieu. I have never seen cases 
of typhus or of relapsing lever. Corebro-spinal fever haa been 
seen^ but is rare,” 

During the third quarter of the 19th century the district 
TTse devastated by a peouJiar type o( malignant malarial fever. 
It was coramonly know-u as ** Btirdwan fever/" though 
Hoogbly suffered os much as Buidwtn. It was endemie and be¬ 
came epidemio generally. In its worst phases tha fever a^med 
a tendency to eongesticn of some vitsl organ, moat commonly 
the bfain or lunge ; and among the commonest sequel is were 
enlaigement of the liver and spleem Its chief peonliarity ww 
the tendency to a relapse or a euooeeaion of relapses; and, in 
some cases^ sudden and great depression of vital energy followed. 

This fever ” writoa Colonel Crawford, “ appears to have 
fiiat attracted notice in the Jeffloredistrief about 1825; it began 
to affect the Nadia district about 1832; and it tsam^ scipas the 
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Bhft(rir»tlii nr Hoogbly riifer mto the HoogUy distnd; in 1857-59. 
InliewyeiinBeiidel, Bimberil and Trihent auffe^ g^tly 
fmm the epidemio feTer. It reached PsndaA m 1862, Dwarl^i 
in 18631 spread along the banka of the K4ni Na^ and b«r^ 
fiwati riTcia in 1864; reached the K4nA Dinio^ m 1806. and 
the caet bank of the Damodar in 1867- Jshanlhed (now 
Aiambagh) was attacked in 1868 and Goghit thknn in 
The Seiainpore Gubdiviaon aullered aerorely in 1871-73.^ lh« 
total duration of thi« epidemic of fever in the Hooghly dmteit 
may bo said to have been 20 years, vi*., from 18o7 to 1S7J, 
though ita lavagea did not last for « long In any one place, the 
Hjraid duration of the fever in each of the villagea attacked being 
from three to seven yeaia. 'rhe mortaUty woa enoimo^ beiijg 
ostimutod by various obeervera at from one-third of the whole 
population up to mne-tentha in oertaia very severely affected 
plaoee. Rich and poor, old and young, aU elaases aeem to have 

soffered alike. ^ 

** Many officers were, from time to time during the prevideiuje 

of the epidemio, deputed to make special ojia««i“ into the onpn, 
cause, and type of the fever, and the .^ndiUon of the affected 
tracts. The general oonsenans of opinion was that the dis^ 
■aas a maUiial fever of an intenflely aggravated typo, attended 
by an unprecedented mortality. The oauflos moat generaUy as- 
signed were evot-FPolalion and ehatmctioa of dimimge, caused 
by the silting-ap of rivers. But it cannot be said that any com¬ 
pletely aatislactory reason has bean put forward, whieh acooimts 
for the outbreak of the fever, ita gradual spread fcoin east to west, 
trad its disappearance. The fever was called by the natives jtritr 
hxk^i- (Uteially, fever without wnae), iV., fever with dehnnm, a 
term which in recent ^ applied to caaee of 

plague. During the 12 yeaia 1863-74 no lew than 51 temporary 
epidemio dispensanea were from time to time opened and dosed 
in this diHtriflt ftloEBs” 

Chglera hflfi long been endemio iu ihe districft, bat m far m ctuj 
be aacettained, there have not been sttoh wideapread opidemica as 
in other dktiiota, like Puri and PumeS. The rural tmete do not 
suffer so much as the towns on the llooghly; in fact, one or ether 
of th e-o aeven municipalities usually heads the ha' as regards the 
morta lit y reported under thU head from the different legiateting 
areos. The deaths me fewest in the rains (June to October', and 
usually moat numoEona in November-Docomber or Marcti to 
May, the ineideuoo being geeatoat in April. Diinug the Ltst 
30 years, tho bigheet mortality from cholera was reoorfed in 1896, 
^ia.j 4,376 deaths, and the next highest (4,k41) in 1907. In 
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the former year Kotrang stood first with the very heayy death- 
rate of 1G*65 per midep followed by Uttaq>ftra (14'033 mid Serom- 
poj*® (13'93)^ In the latter year all the xIpaEiaii towm wore 
more or less affected^ Serampore BiuSeriEg most ^fFyerely from a 
virulent outbreak early ia Augoat - an uaoanunou time for oholem 
to bo opidemio in Bengal. 

Ne^d to cholera, the largest number of deatha asciibed to B^wei 
diarrhoea and dysentery, these diseases being grouped together 
under one head They proToil thronghonr the year^ the inoideace 
of deaths being greatest from October to February, especially 
from December to Februaty, and lowest m the hot weather. 

The yearly t^riationa are small, the death-rate not rising above 
2'U5 tin 189b) or fallmg below 1 per mille. As in the case of 
oholerap the towns, especially Serampore and Uttarpadl, aiiffer 
more from these diseases than the rural tracts. Hooghly being 
one of the few dintricts in Bengal in which a high morWiy from 
bowel oompLiinta is tiBoally roportedi Captain W, C+ Soes, 

Deputy Sanitmy Gommiasioner^ made a spedat enquiry into 
the oausaa of their prevaloDco iu Jannaiy 1906^ the area selected 
for investigation being the three thinoSj Suigur, Krishtauagar 
and Ar&mb^gh. His oonclusioue are summarized as follows:_ 

Dysentery is prevalent, &spooially in Afimbfigh th^na, but ia 
not generally of a severe type* and doe« not eonstitute an import¬ 
ant cause of death* c^ecopt in Ar&mb4gh thfina. (2J Diarrheoa is 
the heading under which most of the diarrhoBa and dyiientery 
deaths are returned, exc^t in Ar^inb&gh th^ where the 
numbers ore noarly equaL (3) AgaitiH except in Arftmbigh thina 
(though there aro eome even there}* a larger number of the deaths 
from diarrheea are due to terminal diairhCBa in cases of fever 
This error in the returns greatly imignities 
the dysentery and diarrhoea death rate (4) A small number of 
the deaths returned under dysenteiy and diarrhoea may be due to 
cholerd (atypical and hogeriog ca&ee). (5) Infantile diairhcBa is 
remarkable for ita rarity* but simple diarrbeea* especially amongst 
old and debilitated people* b more freqnent as a cause of death. 

It would seem that the incidence of dysentery ib directly 
asaociated with the quality of the water-supply* In all these 
thAnas the water-supply is bad in most placfca. The river water 
[above the tidal aneas} is apparently pretty good, but in the 
non-ripariau arcAs tanks and doidt serve all puipocea. The reser¬ 
vation of one tank (if there is one) in each village* or the con^ 
struetion of wolU for use for drinking and cooking purposes only^ 
eeems to be the only hope of dimimshing the mortality from 
dyeentery and preventing epidemic outbursts of cholera,* '"From 
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the espmence obtained at ArtmbSgh, there in no ^onlty ia 
getting people to use Tfell water when it i» medo available: they 
are only too glad to g t the ohanoe. and come long difltanoes to 
got good water for drmMng.” 

As regards the cUntcal history ot the diseaso, it gen^y 
affects old people over 50 years of “PerBiatont feTat, 

ireneraUy of a qaotidiaii type, comae on and oontinues for eev^ 
mentiis; the spleen is inTariabty enlarged, and later the Uver 
genemUy becomes enlarged alao. Emaciation and amomui ^ 
always present and progressive: there b often (ndoran ol tJie 
feot, anilos, ete.; janndioa freqneuUy anpervenw; and the ^ 
ends in a terminal dirrohoea of two or three weeka dnratio^ 
The clinical picture here represented olmost compels one to 

boUoTOtlmt the disease wTiypanoaomiaaia'* 

Sinall-poi generally breaks out towards tho end of tho mid 
weather and lasts for two or three months, up te the fiwt hs^ 
of ifuT. The number of deaths is. however, small, the ratio not 
rising above 40 per mille oicept in 1006 and 1007 when it wm 
■ 62 end '88, respectively. The disease, m a rolo. 
deaths in the towns than in the rural txaets, Serampore. Bhod^ 
war and Ho<«hly showing tho highest proportionate mortality , 

the high death-rate in the towos “ 

cbiefly^ftom Calcutta. On the other haod, the smalbpox dei^- 
rate in 1607 was 4 96 per mille in Polba Jhan^ ® 
roral area, whereas it was 1-19 per mUle in .Hooghly-Ohinsoia 

Plague was first noticed in the district in 1899, ^ 

total mortaUty due to it haa hitherto W below one hon^ 

each year, except in 1903 and 1905 when it rose to 164 and 2^. 
leamJavely, while in 1906 and 1907 the deat^ feU to 7 
rartwtively. Deaths occur ohieffy from February to May. 
Slcrmioie snd Hooghly-Chimraratowa are the only pbcea m 
Bengal t roper, ouUide Caloutta, where pl(^e baa bwn epidenme, 
f M., iwa th." ««. 254 ..th 2M 

in the latter town. Figutea for Chaodemagore are n^ ayailablo, 
bnt the number is boUeved to have been proportionately higher. 

Among other discaaos, syphilis and gonorthma are common* 
Elephaotiasis is met with, though not so often as in some ctnex 
districts like Puit, AbaceBsea are very common, and so are uloera 

of all ldnda,tbo damp dimsta not being favourable to the qmok 

healing of skin lesions. , 

Bliudness is lees common than in any other di^ct or Weet 
Bengal (except Howrah), only 93malasand70 females per 190.000 
being lotarned as blind in 1901. Operations for cataract, the 
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chiflf €niiifi0 of btijidno^ tunong ths CftropuratiTtly few* 

Only 2,041 oasea of oya-disaase woro treated Uifongboat the di^triet 
in 1900p tbe large::^! mnuWirtieated iti any dispenBury being 34i6 
at the IinimbSra HoefutaL Probably, moat of thoao who haTo 
catoiactp and ape willing ta be operated upon, go to Cidontta for 
the operation ; from at leafit half of the dMriet it is eaaier to get 
to Caleutta than to Chinsnra. The deai mutofl enumerated in 
1001 repreeented G6 malea end 46 femalM per iOOpOOO, the lowest 
ratio in West Songal except Midnapore ^ while the insnno were 
retnmod at 43 molea and 21 females per 100,006. Considering 
the poor vitality of the people, the eompamlively greater drain of 
town life, and the foot that the proportion of residenta in urban 
area* ia gjieater than in any oth^ t ilengal district, the latter 
peroontage is notioenbly small. 

Leprofly ia rare, tte nomber of lepers r.-ported iu IDOl Uing Lepio.,. 
only aea, represeatiag 55 males and 14 fomalea per 100,000, la 
view of the fact that Hooghly odjoxne Burdwin and BankiirA, two 
of the wont leper areas in Indio, this pcioeatoge is ako siirprixingly 
eniall. The caosas statiatioe are coo dr mad by the expeiienoa of 
tho OiTil Sargeon, Lientonaat-Colonel D. G, Crawford, i.ij.8., who 
states that daiing wvoa years in the distiiot he flaw few rjuu>« of 
leproey. Popularly the difloose is beUeved to be dtio to some 
heinoos aiD in a pretiom life. 

The Metropolitan Circle of TftOl:mfttioD^ including Hooghly Viccws* 
^nct, was created in 1865J, and Act IT of IS6-5 proliIK iting 
inoculation was oatondsd to it in 1871. Act V of 1880, by 
which Toocin^ion is compulsory iu mnnieipal nieas^ was extended 
to the mnmcipalitj of Hooghly-CliiiiHira in 1881 and to the 
other mnmotjiolitiea of the district in snlneqaeat yeaia. In 
18&2 the control of the Vacoinstion Depaztnieat in rural areas 
was tronsfarred from the Deputy Sonifary Commissioner to the 
Cifil Sargeona. 

*^0 general attitude of the people towards Toednstion in this 
dirtiict is one of pasara acquiescence^ oomMood with a strong 
objection to^ payment of the fees prescribed for vaoeiaatton by 
Itoenscd raecinaton. The lower classes still prefer to seek protec¬ 
tion against smalUpox spidemlos by odsiing pSjd to tho goddess 
Sitala, In the number of pBieons successfulty Taccinnted 

was represeatiug 32 per mille of the popnlaliaa 

fxoteetten being afforded to 42-41 per cent, of infants undox one 
year of age. In the preceding fire years the annual uumber 
successfully vacciDat^d averaged 38*37 per 1,000 of the popoUtion, 

Before the introduefion of 'racduatiou, inocolatioa was in 
oonuaoa use as a proteciioa against amsU-iKa, It was jterfonned ««« 
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bf a dOES known as AchttrJjtat or priwts of the goddees SJtali 
Devi. They inwrted in the skia of the forearm a minute 

portion of the virufl found in the vefiielos of a aniall-pox patient, 

and after spiiukliag the part with Ganges water, tied a atrip o 
cloth round it. Snudl-poi puatoles appeared, and after conrideraUe 
and sometimea preetration. the fever abated, ua^y 
on the 16th or 17th day. Inocubtion is now no longer praoUs^- 
There are 16 puhlic dispenflnriea and hospitab in the diatrid, 

besidf^A four private ehaiilBblft dift- 
penearies not undcir Govemmeut 
Bapervigigii, m ehowu in tho mar' 
ginfll fitat«mout| which gives the 
places at which they are situated 
and the dates of theii e 5 tahlid.hm©iit. 
The hospital at Serampoie^x which 
wee estahlifihed through the 
tione of Dr. Marfihman^ was trans¬ 
ferred in 1870 to the control of the 
municipality^ and ia now called the 
Wfileh Hospital after a former Com* 
miseioiiei of Burdwan. It is main- 
itained partly from the municipal 
fund, partly from snbecriptions, and 
partly from nufic^llaneoiifl receipts, 
including secnritiea to the amount 
of Re* 4,000, An out-patient bloelc 
was erected in 1006 at a cost of Re. k 1,000, through the Uberality 
of the late Bibu XuudaUl QaaAin and his brothers; and the hoepi- 
taU which has rinoe been rebuilt from flubaoriptiona supplemented by 
a Govemment grant,, now contains 34 beds for males and 8 beds 
for females. The number of out-door patients is the largest in the 
dMiiol, averaging 47 64 daily in 1907, while tlie daily average of 
indoor patients ™ 31-69, The Imamblrft Hospital ie maintained 
almost wholly from the Mohan Fund with the hel]^ of private 
Aubsciiptions from milla on the other aide of the river. This 
hospital was established threi^h the exortiona of the then Civil 
Sermon, Dr* T. Wise. It was first located in a hired house in 
Chauh Baaar and then in a house in Megaltuh X^anOi formerly 
oooupied hy the Madiaea^ and was under the charge of the 
Surgeon. In 1839 Dr. Wise was Guocoeded by Dr- Esdailep an 
ontbusiaBi for medical me&moiismf through whose exertions some 
profcenonal meemerisers were added to the staff. It had aUo a 
MiiAalmAn departnaent for medidno and a rf^i class from 

1873 to IflTB; this class was started again In 1903. In 1894} the 
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hoBpibl wii* removed to itg prwnt site in om of Lhe amdlor 
bnildingg of the old horraokfl. An operation room wm added in 
1893, and an ont-patient block in May at & cost of about 

Rfi. ll^9D0, of whioh Ra. 6,009 was contributed by Hai Ealiadiii 
Bamds Fraeamm Son and Ss. 4,009 by the Mobain Fandj 
in 1908 a ne^^ and up-to-date operation room was bailt at a 
cost of Es. 4,730 raised by public eubscripticna. The building 
oontsiofi two Burgioal warda with 16 beds, a medioal ward with 
8 beds, a dysontery ward with 8 beds, a cholera ward with 2 beds, 
and a pauper ward with 6 beds, in all 40 bods. 

Besides the Serumpore hoepital, there are municipal dispen¬ 
saries at Rishro, Baidjab&ti, Bhadre^war and Ariml^h; while 
the District. Board maintains dispensoriefi at Balagsrh, I^ioakul, 
BhaDdorbati and Harip&L In-patioute ars receiTed at the Ar Am- 
bAgh dispensary; the other bIi afford ont-door relief. The dJjpan- 
sary at tTttaipara contains 16 h^for males and 4 bods for 
females and is maintaiiied by an endowment given by the 
Mukherji family of Uttatpfiri end by GroTOmment cxjntributions. 
That at Pwiarhasini is maintained chiefly by Itaja Kfirj Mohan 
Mukherji, the Government and District Board also making 
small grants. The Bihln Lfil dispensaiy at Bainchi, which has 
4 beds for males and 2 beds for females, is wholly^ and those at 
Mandalol and Itochona mainly, kept up from priTote endowments. 
The Bainohi dispensary ow'ea its e^Eistenoe to an endowment 
of a lakh and-a-hatf of rupees left by Babu Bibiri hH Mukherji, 
jsandndSr of Bainclu, for a school and a dLspenaory. The 
Mandolai charitable dlspensaiy was established in 1893 by Dr,. 
Bholanith Bose, who left bk property for charitable pnrpoeeSp 
lhe Itachona dispensary owes its origin to the liberality of a 
zamlndAt named BflnAriyati Knndu, and the Bhondarhaii 
dispensaiy to that of Blibu Giiish Chandra Chsiterji, a pleader- 
sammdi^r of Hownih, who gave a building and the sum of 
Re. 6,000: tie IHotriet Board, hewerer, maintslna the dispensary*. 
The most recent dispensazy is that at Harip&l, which woa opened 
in 1908, Srimatl SoshiU Devi giving n house and Bs, 26,000 to 
the District Board which maintains it. 

There is one female hospital located in a building adjoining 
the Im^mbirA Hoapitul, which was opened in Jnly 1694. Both 
in-patients and oat-palienta are treated here, the daUy average in 
1907 being 16 and 43, reepeciively. There is aUo a Yundni 
dispensary in the ImambiiA under the charge of a Aakim or 
native docrtoi. A small private dispeneajy is kept ap at T^rate- 
gwar by the Mahantp and at Raghunkthpor by PisrI Mohan Rai, 
a grandsen of R4j& RSm Mohan Rai- Thoro was fegmerij a 
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diflj^Dfiary DuiiDtaliidd hy tho luo^ umlndix ai R ilfftn drftpur^ 
it wfiB cLofi^d in 1905^ Ajxother immtiiaed hy tlie Free Kiik 
iliB^DD riiboni wjh olo^d in 1903^ biit tbfi Bidtifllii ii 

noir boildiag ^ out-patient diepenaarj there and wilU it ^ 
reported, wboUy mfilntoifi it. 

Tliew k tuK^inniodiiiioix for in-door patienU at Hoogblyi 
Seriimpore, Ar&mb&gb and Baitidii, and in the Hoogbly Female 
HospiUl. In the other diEpenwied oat-door patienta only are 
treated. The locaiioa of the vnrioua tUeponaatiia^ pnUio and 
priTate, eliowfl that the iowna along the river are fuirly w^]l 
provided with modictd aid» but that the great block between the 
Eut Indian Rail way lino and the Dimodar, which snffcie Irom 
malarial fever. geU little quallBed medical help. Arimb^h and 
Kh&nikul thAnSa, betw^oen the D^modar and Dwarakeewar^ get 
even and G'pghAt thiina west of the Dwarakeawar none at 
all. 

At the conaoB of 1901, 348 penona were returned ae cetiificattod 
praotiiionorB, 1^431 oa piactilEonera withont diplomnflt 312 aa midn- 
wivoBp and 93 ai oomponDdere, elo* This give* a total of 2,183 
lor the whole district, oxolndiEig the Email number of thoee in 
tiovemndetit nervioc who oie confined to the towns i and it la a 
fail inference that the staff of mcdiosl men u inadeqaate^ 
anpeei[iUy in the rural areas. The bulk of the Huidtie and 
Mubamni adana liave not yet lost faith in the old aystetne of 
medicine» Kacudji or Y»f.atiL hstims no longer avaE- 
ablflp and kat:irdje* resident in the diatrict are few and far 
between. Those who are better off often coasnlt tho native 
physicians of Caleaita, while patent medidnee command a growing 
nale. A few bomceopathio and allopathic doctom piaotise in the 
mof usdl; but their number is very limited, and ihdr eipeneucu is 
chiefiy oonfizied to the common oases of malarial fever, cholera or 
bowol^mplointflp Qtiaoks are fairly common, and barbera still 
perform dimple snrgieal operations. Occsdonally also ap-coantiy 
men, especially PonjabU, operate for cataract. Uidwivea belong 
to the lowest castes, such as H&dp Muehi, Eaori and Dom, with a 
aprinkting of Bsgdia. They are iguoraiit and illiterate, but from 
constant pradioe have a large essperienoe of ordinary deliveries. 
The piofe^ou ia gcnmaUy heieditaij, pasamg from mother to 
daughter* 
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CHAPTER Vn 


AGBlGULTtTBE. 

The general chara<7terifi:tic!S which dbdnguiah agnouLtnral ootidU- 
13 one in the deltaie pUini of Bengal are strikingly exemplified 
in ihe dietriet of HiMghlj^ Th^ miiifall is regular and copioim, 
the soil iR and it ia periodically enriched by freeh dopedte 

of silt from the ovarfiow of th# liyora. The letter are cnniifantty 
carrying on the work of eroidon and aomtioDp if soil dEnudalion 
and formation, bat the process of soil formation ie the more 
active of the two. The ma-mer tn which a large river with a 
steady alow enrrent acta oa a land^hoilder U host seen in tblna 
Baligarh^ where every year the Hooghly (BhAgfrathl) throws 
up chfrrs after the rains, either in its bod or along its bank. If 
not swept away in a year or two, the charp^ when sufficiently 
raised above .ftood-leveU are eagerly sought after by the lyota. 
Being renovated annually by deposits of silt, they require no 
mAnnre, and they grow splondii wrii crops of pulses^ mustard, 
tobacco or- vegetables* The lands along the river aie rimilarly 
raified by acciefioni and are also mode to yiold rabi crops, 
if h^h, and rioe, if low4ying ; hat a large proportion, not 
receiving fresh eilt depositfl^ remains waste, nnd aro covered 
either with coarse giaaa or jnnglj undergrowth. 

ThSuos Arimbagh and Khinikul preaent many of the 
typical features of a tract exposed to river doedi. Kero the 
D&modar river, mahing down from the Cheti Nfigpur plateau 
in a bed too narrow for the passage of its flood water, and 
restraint d on the east by a high continuous oDibankment, spilLi 
over its right bank during the laiue. On this side the stream, 
sweeping over the lowlands^ deporita fine or ooaisc sand, the 
detritus of the uplands. The low knda are more or leas 
oovered with grass, but on or near the bank, whore they me 
enriched by alt, prodcoo good rabi crepe. The higher lands, 
which aro comparatively ecarce, are occupied by honfoe or homo- 
fit^ garfons growing vegetablofi, and, somowhat lower down, by 
winter rice crops* , 
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A tHtd aspect of an aUuTial plain ie Bmn in the Semin- 
pore fitibdivisioR and iht tost of the SadfiT auMivIftiaii. Tiiia 
tract h protected from river floods by high banks or artificial 
embankmeote^ bat is liable to be eobmerged by exooeeito rain. 
The hads^ whether high or low, are extremely fertile* Tho 
opknda yield fine crops of vegetables, and land at a slightly 
lower level rioe or jnte alternating with ivitil The lowlaadi, 
onriched by the drainage and refiifio of the villages, are eminontly 
adapted for the oultiration of winter rioe. South wards, in the 
Semmpoie subdivision, the lowest. lands receive the drainage from 
the whole of the northem tract, which is unable to find an outlet 
into the livers, ITioy ore oonsequently oonvorted Into extensive 
mambec covered ^ith reeds, s^gcs and ooorso gmssof, but 
winter rice grows well on tbeir borders^ 

In the tbftna of 6ogh&t to the west the level surface of the 
recent allnvintn is no longer seen. The country is compoeed of 
old alinvinm and dUintegrated laterite, snd the surface is nn-dulat- 
ing, being broken by the scouring action of the rivers smd 
surface drainage. Rice and a littlo pnUo are grown, chiefly along 
the banks of the hill streams; but much of the land is barren, or 
is covered with thorny plants and fM 3 rubi mtermixed with tiees^ 

Tho rainfall, averaging nearly 60 inches in a year, is more 
than Eui&detit for even such a eami-aqimtlD plant os rice—indeod, 
45 to 50 inches would auffico for the usual crcpSi if timely or 
evenly distributed. According to the ryot, a littlo rain in Pfttn 
{[>eo0niber-January) is good for the rail; and Ught showers in 
ifdi/h and PMif/un ^February and March), besides strengthoning 
the rabi' cropa, fadlitate ploughing. Heavy rains are necessary 
in jfjflrA and SrAhan (June and July) to qniokeu the growth of 
broadcast seedlings and to reduce the ground to the soft sluab 
required for transplanting the young ahoots from the nursery. 
The month of BMdt-a (August-SeptemborJ should be dry, in 
order to prevent the winter riou plants rotting, and to permit the 
Buooes&ful reaping of early rice and jute. In A^tcin (Soptfimber- 
October) there should he fairly good min, so that the winter rice 
just coming into ear may ripen properly i and there flhoidtl 
bo no winds in the following month to blow down the mature 
grain. Finally, no rain is wonted in (November- 

December), otherwise, the rice stalks rot In the fields before 
reaping. 

The general slope of the country is from uorth^weet to south- 
eofit. Heavy rain for several daye together on the Chota Nagpur 
plateau brings down floods in the Damodar and xta branches, which 
do serious damage to the onops on its wed; bank. Sinulorlj, a 
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he&Ty preoipit&tion of rain ioGnllj gwcilU the nameionB Bilted-np 
clianiibbi in tho Sadar and ^orampon anbdiTifdons; and aa 
have no outlet into tho tnaip riverap the water spills oT^r era eithot 
sidoj to the conae^juoui damage of the erope. The lerel of water 
in the nxarahes of the Serampore suhdiTision nko rises, cacL^mgsoiu. 
loss to the winter rioa orop grown along them. 

Exrept in thwa Goghst^ w^hore tho soil is oompo&ed of the 
detritus of the uplands, yiz., brotoo Isteiito, tim^kar and older 
aUnriniiif the soil oonrists entirely of new allnrium^ This 
nlluvisl depomt ia 5 to 10 feet thiok and rests on a sub-soil of 
tenacious clay, varying in thickness from 10 to 30 foot- llio 
flurffico alltiviitin, where formed &am the silt deposits of the 
Hoogbly and its bmndiT the SaxrkawatTp is of tough ulay {enM}y 
but that formed from the allt of the Damodar and its branrhos is 
light and porous. At places the Damodari like the Dw^rabeewor, 
has deposited n layer of sand on the sub-soil, at Msgra and 
in th^na ArSmbigh. In the swamps^ wbioh receive the drainage 
of the villages, the bottom is of sticky tough olay^ Tho soil in 
the north of the district is partly a latorito clay and partly a 
Tod^oloured coarse-grained sand, aharacteristic of the eaetem 
Vindhyan formation. 

Eioo being the moat iniportant crop^ the claseificaticn of the 
soil is EOmotiines based on suitablity for its growth, it is 
sharp {ies) or otherwise; but the usual claadGcation according 
to levoL The highest lands am occupied by houfos and 

■their compounds The high lands adjoluiug them, on 

whioii vegetable gardens and orobaids are found, are 
Paddy lands at a lower Level, which are almost always in the form 
of a eaucer-shapod depression or dip, are divided into five 
classes* Land which ordinarily gets the right quantity of water, 
and is also enriched wiih refuse, is calleii d«al or first class 
land I it is generally a plot in the deepest part of the fields 
or a round it- It is fianhed on either side By a stone of 

doim or second class land, above or below which will ho Kones of 
tef/am and chd/tdram^ f.^, third or fourth class lands. Land ahove 
the usual fiood-level la colled mnd, and conaisk of a mixtuie 
of clay with more or less sand. 

Tho value of artifioial irrigation is fairly well understood. 

It is essential for the euttivation of special crops, like sugarcane, 
potatoes, onions and betel leaf, and of the ioro or spring rice. It 
is also often practised in the case of several crops, and in 
years of drought for all erops. Ae the district haa not yet been 
oadastrally surveyed, statistios of the irrigated area are not av^- 
able i but 4^973 acres were irrigated in 1006-07 from ihe Eden 
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CajLiil. A rough idea of tho pioportloii of land tmdar imgatio& 
maj perhaps be obtaurod from the figxuee fot tho mffhdU of 
the Burdwfia Rij Ijfing within this Strict, wlddb were cadafiteally 
Burroyed in 1889-03- Here, out of an of 8^071 oocea nndei 
oiildvation, 877 aores wore foond to be irrigatod (vizM 281# 
w*ik. fii^m wtsUfij 25S from tanfca and 330 aor^ from other Boujoes)^ 
about cne-mntb of the ooltiTated area. 

Wells Me not naoifirouB and are not liked by the ouldvatori, 
though they are bhoap enoagb^ a kuch^hd well wHb pottery 
rings coetmg Re* 4ft to Ea. 10ft aooording lo the depth of waiter. 
The water-level varies a4Kording to the aeMoOp but aBaaUy is 6 
to 20 feet below the aiLffaoe in the ancnmor. Water is genemlly 
lifted by lowering a jar with a rope^ bat Bometioiea, though 
rarelyT the eultivatow use the lereHift fteMd) of Bihirp which ie 
weighted by a stone or lamp o! mod and b worked by one man. 
By this aiTiingement water om be lifted from a depth of 1ft to 
15 feet, and a man oan irrigate one-third of a in 8 home. 

T^nkif Jhih or water ohMmels are most oftio need for 
irrigation. No very large tanka aro fonnd^ but K&nks of mode^ 
rate size &ad ponds abound. Moat of the tanks are more or 
leffi silted up, and very fow mw tanks are being dng^ for though 
their eitsaTation and repair were formerly oonsidered a religious 
duty incumbent on the well-to-dot this sense of obligation is dy¬ 
ing out, rhe district ie studded with numerous or 
especially towards the soath^ and is inkrseoted by a large 
number of streams (kh(U^\ all| however, more or less dead al;er 
the rains. Still, they coo^itnte the chief siuioa of supply for 
irrigation. Smaller streams are souieriinoa daoimed up for 
irrigating the Hra eropfl in thina KhanAkuL, but little use is 
made of the rivers, the bnabs being geuoraJly too high nod the 
water too far below the level of the fields. 

Several kinds of water-lifts are used^ of whi^Ji the most oom- 
ti. iQon the fiwfMp d$nffd and drL The Atuni is a thiokly woven 
biangulai bnmhoo basket, with four pieoee of rope attached. 
Two men, each holding two ropea# stand at the mouth of the 
chauncLp dip the basket in the water, and then raise it to dbeharge 
its eontents. II the water has to be raised more than 4 to o 
feet, another set of men work from a plaifarm on a higher 
leveL Two mon can irrigate a in about 8 hosus. The 

dcngd is a canoe-shaped wo^en Teasel, one end of which is pUoed 
at the mouth of the channet loading water to the field; the other 
end, j>.. the pointed end| reeb in or pond and is moTed 

np and dowu by a rope. By thia conliivanee one man can 
irrigate % of laud in a day. The price of a d&Kgd is 11& 3 
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to Ba. 5 . Itoh lure aow grqdtially comuig into tiae ; 

their priw ifi Be. 13 to Bo. 15 . When the water haa to be 
— raised to a coualdemble heighti the ieri is used. This h a leTar- 
lift workeil hy means of a pole with a rope aUaehed at oae end 
and a large earthen pot suffpended at the other ood. One m^tu 
dips the pot into the watert “^d two more pidl down the rope 
and raise the ftill pot to the surface. Two sets of three men 
each eon in this waj irrigate one and a half bl^hd in a day. 

The price of the appaniiue is from Ba, 4 to Rs. G. 

The following table shows the normal acreage of the principal AoAicrt^ 
crops and the percentage of each to the nornLal net cropped 
areAj a«M>rdlng to statistios compiled by Jhe Agrlcidtnral tin. 
Department in 1907 * 
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Sim fonoa the staple orop ol distriot, and ia paitiaularly ptjMot. 
well Enited to the low damp lands, iwoiving an abondant vslcidm. 
lainfail, whiob malce np the greater portion of Xlooghly. Many 
Tarietiea are grown, Wt the cropa may be group d under three 
main heads aeeording to the Larreat seasons, rin, toro or spring 
lico, dm (literaU/ dan, t>, i^niiik, early) or autuniD rice, and 
iman (alco called Aaiimiitik) or winter rice. 

Soro rice is ordinarily irsnsplanted along the honks 
ntarahes, or in Tery low landa which ronudn wet till well intiv 
sommor. Flonghing ie not required ii tho ground is of soft tnnd; 
otherwise one or two ploughing are given. It is sown in the 
nursery in Kovember, transplanted in December, and reaped in 
April and May, Tlds class of rice inelodee only Tarietiea, 
and the ares of land whieh can be prodtahly reserved for its 
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cultiYAtioD is Bmall. Only ti«wly tbi^fllied gmn will gHenmiimte 
properlji And tho gram has to be prepared carefuUj before 
sowing in the ntiisery. 

Aub rice is eowo, chiefly broadcast, on y^tind Ian da and 
preferably loamy soiU« It is sown in the latter half of May and 
reaped iti Sopteniber. It is karvesied while yet slightly gieeup 
f<kr If allowed to ripen Mlj, it will abed some of iu grain, besides 
whioh the ftraw^ being brittloj b apt to get broken. It is often 
followed by a sooond crop of piiUoa or oilsLedfl. This erop^ as a 
rula^ fields only coarse Tarieties of riee, blit a fine kind of dm 
haa recently been introduced from tbo Central ProvincsB by the 
Agricultural Depaitment, and its cultiYation is gradnaHy extend* 
ing, Fomierlj dm was a fairly largo orop, but of recent years 
it has been replaced to some extent by jute, which pays the 
caltiTator better. On the other hand, owing to the price of jute 
having fallen ond that of poddy and rice haring gone up during 
the last two yaarsi a considerablo part of the land on w^iuch juto 
was grown two years ago wm again put under rice lost yea? 
(1908), In the sayings o£ Kliaul wc End several referenoea to the 
autnum rice crop, bhui /rfi#, pdttr hAai dtdkw FatBhdAAer 

prdihrfffi /oft* jIaii dAdc iifcwnn phale, -4ms dbdn^r ebdih^ tiu 
tMdBh, !>., "The soil of dm is sandy, that of jute dajey. In the 
first rains of Brisftkh (April-ltay), dm paddy yields double- The 
oaltiTotion of paddv takes? three months.^' 

Aman rico yields the principiil crop of the year. It is grown 
on lands lying below fiood-level, except, of course, where the 
depth of water is bo great as to preclude oultiyation. To 
prepare the ground for the crop, the soil is frequently 
manured with cow-dung 1.20 to 50 baskets to a bi^jibd)^ except in 
the lower lands where the manure would ho disripated in the 
water. After manuringi plonghing beginB us soon as the soil has 
been suffioiontly soften^ by rain, towards the end of winter 
or the beginning of spring. There are generally four ploughs to 
a bi^hdj and four ploughing^ before Bowing and planting* The 
clods are then pidveriied by drawing a mai or harrqw over them. 
Afitan tioe may be sown broadeast^ but ia moro nsnally sown m a 
nuis?iy and transploutod into the fields. It is bowh m May and 
June, and is transplanted in the rains, ebisfly in July and August. 
It cannot be sown broadcaai if the ground remoiuB under water, or 
if it dries up earljp or has been newly broken up. The naual 
quantity of seed is 16 seers to a bigAd, or if sown hroadcaBt 16 
seers. The labour required for traneplsating Tories acooiding to 
the distance of the fields from the Tillage, the depth of water and 
otSer circiiinstances, but on the aTerage it takes a man flve days 
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per Harvesting begins on bigh lands in Novembei or 

DeoeuLbetj find is mostly finished by tbe end of Jannftry. On 
the lower grounds it pontinuos till the end of Pebmary, and 
sometiniee till the middle uf Mureli. The reapiog ie easy ^cugh 
till the low luiids are reached after the The f^oem rioe may 

be got in dry, but the and ck^hdram crops have generally 
to be reaped m wat^r. lu dry re^iping the straw with the paddy 
LA [aid in bnmUes on the fields m order to dry it« and after two 
or three days it is earned borne for thresl»ing In w^t reaping the 
heads of the atalks above \iiiitor are cut and then {^mcd to a dry 
spot for drying Paddy reaped dry is usually ihreshed by beating 
the bundle aguinst boards till all the grain is separated ; the 
bundles of straw are then stored for sale or uae, Paddy 

reaped wet is trampled ont by oxen; the gtrsw (pai) is nealesa 
except for feeding oattlep After threshings tho poddy la win¬ 
nowed aud stored in thatched grananes with split-bamboo walls 

The outturn naturally varies acoording to tho nature of laud^ 
timely or natimely weather^ and the eara giyan to cultivatiouH^ 

On an average the onttxim of tdh dw^tl winter rioe par bighd ii 
estimated at 7 to 10 mauode id paddy ami ono kd^an of si^w; 
and of doim at & to S mannds of paddy and the same 
quantity of straw. Some of the btst Linds^ if menuredt have been 
hno^TL to yield 12 matmda per bigfid^ but auoh a heavy yield is 
very rare. Generally speaHng^ the outturu^ tohen at the rate of 
8 mauuds of poddy and one of etraw^ would be worth m 
the selling season not more than Ea. 26 l24+2). 

After riecj pnlae^ are the most importaiit of tho food-grains. Pniivh 
Gram is grow n on a small area, but other pubes, like 
mmfft peas and wwiiirlj ore favourite second crops, Kheidn' or 
hurd is 60 WTI on dm land with barley* but more often on 
low rice lauds, when the dman in dainaged by floods cr has 
a poor outturn. It is sown broadcast in October^ grows elowly 
until the winter rico la harvested, then shoots up rapidly and is 
gathered in February and March. It cosis little fo cultivate* 
but the yield is not large if the rice crop le good. It is a groin 
which owing to its ohsapness is much used* in the form of ddi, 
by the poorer olassea, while the straw is an excellent fodder 
for cattle. The other pulses form the main cold-weather crops 
of iiind lands. They ore sown in October und November after 
ploughing aud are reaped m February and March. The plough¬ 
ing is mere carcEoUy donoj the seed oosts more* and the outturn 
ii more valuable, fumishtog the ddi eaten by tho higher classes. 

The olamda or Eniopean variety of pea is largely grown 
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notu the railTTny line from lloogldy to Ho»reli, and the 
^Inoo id »ld at a high pri™ for eiport to the Caloatt* 
marhet. 

Oi; Oil Boods, fluch as Imseed, hV, rape and mufitaid, aro cold- 

weather ofope grown only in umall plots on high lands round ihe 
Tillagea and on river rhars wbioh are periodically fertiUaed by 
new a It. 

jui*. Jute is the chief crop of Hooghly next to rice end has largely 

replaced hw* riee, bo-tf a$ riatod above, there waa a shrinkage of 
ite area last year (I9ltb). In moat Tillages it ia raised on 
tumf lands that ore not oocnpied by angaTOano, Tcgetablea or 
timhardfl. The ground is uiuslly manured with cow-dung or rich 
muddy earth dng up from tanks or ditches. After the first 
ahowere in Mhy, the ground is ploughed and the seed sown at the 
rate of about two seers per h'^hA, The fields are then weeded 
twice or thrice before the heavy rains begin. In August and 
September the jute is oat, stripped of its leav^ cairiod in, 
bundles to some pod or stream, and there steeped This steeping ^ 
proeesa is called “ retting.” After a time the stalks ora token out 
and hsiten, so as to extract the fibre. The fibre is cleaned, dried 
by hanging, and then put into drums ready for the m^ket, the dry 
stalks being used as fuel, for ihatchlng, or for fencing betel-looi 
plantations. The outturn variee scooidiug to ciroumaianoes, * j., 
the oondition of tlie fields, the quantity of manure end the enre 
given to eultivuiion; but for first class Lund the avetsge outturn 
may be taken ronghly os 4 to fi maunds of fibre, and 8 to ID 
bundles of tdRlks ipuAdtt) ; and for second class land lo 5 maunds 
and the Bame quantity of stalks. Bheor&phuli is tlie principsl 
centre of the jute trade in the distriet. 

Su^iiKuif, Sugoteace is grown on saad lands, preferably hoavy day wiU 
retaining moialure. The ground is prepared by ploughing twd 
hstTOwing. and a'so rereim irrigation, if the soil is light and 
porous. It is next manured with oibrefuse, cow^dung and tank 
mud. In January top emttings, half a foot long, sre placed with 
oil-rafuae in holes oirsuged in rows a yard apart. lu the four 
monlbs preceding the rains (Febriory to Jane) the sorface is ini* 
gated several timeo, and after each watering is hoed. Just before 
the TaiLS Ineok, the grout'd round the roots is cleared, old leaves, 
eU)., being removed, and manure kid at the roots, after which they 
areearefuUy earthed over. During the next five tnocths ifrom 
the middle of June to the middle of Kovember) the leaves are 
tuoally twisted round the stems to prevent insects or jackab 
damaging the plants. As eoou as tie plants are large enough, 
they Bieried together with leaves at the top to prevent the flexible 
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itanu kliing down* Gottiog bogiss in January and may con- 
liana till A priL The chief varietiea are Bombay, and 

rfrtfii; iAffwiadrd being the £&Toniite in tHa diatriot. The 
oultiTatian is e^hatisting to the soil and expenaiTe to 
the ryots. The crop is, therofora^ altemntod with paddy or jute 
in the foliowitig raina* and potatoefi or pulses in the next 
winter, so that the bojI haa a rest for at least a year and a half. 

The old wooden mill has diiappoared and has been replaced by 
on iron cruBher imd pan^ ohea of the Bihia piittem A few of the 
canes are sold in the tow'ns and rural hdt9 ; but most are crushed 
in the villages and the juice conrexted into yttr or molasees. 

Tobacco ifl a minor product, chiedy grown along the river T^lb«^HI 
banks, on c/forM^ and on the binds flooded by the fpill n-ater of the 
Dsmodar. Bettbleaf, whitJi la tuore largely grown, ia raUcd, espe¬ 
cially by the Birui ttist e, in bamboo enclosures with fences made 
of jute stalks* Betel grows best in a friable black elay resembl- 
tug pond mud and oonteiping a large amoaut of organio matter* 

The cuttioga aro planted in rows in Febraaiy and watered daily 
for the hrst three months. The leaves begin to shoot in Jime 
and July, and oommne to do so for a year. Old sterna are out 
down in Ai ril| when the rooU send up f reah sterna, which begin 
giving new leavea in June and July. In this way^ freah leaves 
may be got for seToral years; otherwifie, the btema die m a year. 

The trailing pisnta have to be tied to anpporU of dhrm^hd 
or split bamt^o, and the soil manured from time to time wiih oil- 
refuse. The betel loavcfi Begampnr, a viliage a few miles 
weet of Senuupore, are well-known for their flavour, and are 
exported in tonriderabie quantilies* 

The principal fruits of the district are maiLgo, plantain, Fficjn. 
coeoanut, jack, papaya, pine apple and custard^apple^ Proves of 
mango and jn.ck abound, especially in the Badar fiubdivid.om 
There are numerous varieties of indigenous tnapgoest which, 
though stringy, are generally sweet, In the orchards of tbs 
well-to-do grafts of Bombay, Fazli and Lengri mnDgoes are 
oommon, wUoh give fine fruity though rather tuisUer m aise than 
up-country specimens. Tue jack fruit usually has a stringy pulp^ 
but the best varieties are sw-set and luBciou& Pinenapples are 
rtgtikrly cultivated in homestead plots* They are usually large 
and palfltableH The papaya growa abnost wild b every home* 
stead, and is a welcome addition to the daily fare, being eaten 
when unripe as a vegetable, and when ripe, as a frtiiL k'Taatains 
are onltivated ou ^ eitensive BC4iIet both unripe and ripe varieties, 
the chief varieties of the latter being the rell^usly pure i4ihdlt\ 

^0 small but delicious ehdmydf and the Large or 
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martmtiin. ItnmatMe quantitiss me sold iit tlie Steortphuli 
market. Gocoaniit and date palms thrive, yielding fimit, cocoaunt 
oil and date sugar. Of acid bnits, limes and taiuaHnd grow well. 
The iarmtij or water melon, in two varieties, vis., dhataashi and 
d«At, flown in NoTember, U largely produced in the hot season, 
and ifl exported £n oonriderablfl qnantitioe to Calcutta and other 
places. It growa beet on aandj loom; and the floQ near ihe 
Saraswatl Kh^ and along the bank of the Dfimodai ia said 
to be peculiarly suited to its oultivation Tbo encumbers called 
sathi and pAaii are aUo largely cultivated in the hot fleaaon in the 
beds of the gaTssu-ati and the Dimodar. Leecbeee^jiJm. pNAiA- 
ydm./afnra^ and guava arc found in gardens on the outskirts of 

the towns. - . ,1 

The district is noted for its large vegetable gardens, pnnoipolly 

situated along the bank of the nver Hoogbly and the line of raU- 
way. Vegetables are also grown extensivoly lonnd the villngeis' 
homesteads and along the banka of the nnmeroos thaft and 

fitr&amfls j * t_ c? 

potatoes are largely coltivatod along the old bed of the Sar^ 
vratl Kink and Kina Dimodar rivers, and in smaller quantities 
tbrougbout the Bsdar and Soramporc subdivisions. Several varie¬ 
ties of potato arc grown, which may bo grouped under three 
ttethi or indigenous, Bombay and Nairn TaL The plscea 
Mspedally noted for the cultivation of the B-mbay variety are 
Nalikal, Hatipll and Siugur in the fleramporo subdivision. The 
oultivation of potatoes was erst introduced into Bengal by the 
English towards the close of the 18th century. For a long time 
the potato was objected to aa an aitblo of food by or^odoi 
B^mans upon religious grounds—it is not admitted in the 
bhoffd of the temple of Jugannlth ; but now all who can afford to 
do BO eat it without acruplo 

The egg plant culled ixiit/un or brinjal (Solanran mdongena) is 
H favourite vegetable, Tho seed is hrst sown in a nuraeiy near 
the house of tho cultivator in April and May, the young aboota 
being transplanted a niontk later, after a good diower, into a 
Beld which has been well ploughed and manured; they are planted 
in rows two or three feet distant feom each other The plants 
(oon grow into shruba about two feet in height, and are in 
bearing from October to about the following March, when 
they are cut down. A crop of iatgim ia vary oxhauHting to the 
powers of the land, and cannot be grown on the flame field for 
tnoro than two years in succession. The variety of called 

HiiiktckfiAi ia coiifliderod tho beet- The finest kind of batgun is 
proiiuced on tho banks of the pamodar . 
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The plant ^sailed p^loi (Hichotimitlies dioioa) 

la largely eoltivatod imall ite varieties, via,, piuro^ diMmd 
Sandy loam is the best Lmd for it, and it is estenaivelj gmwn 
en river banis and cAflr*. Sown in October, it; yielda frtilt 
from tlie Intter part of February to the end of Sopfeniber^ Tbo 
loaves of the plant, called palidt aio eaten vith euny ; and an 
LDfimon of tho loaves is frequently pjefi<!ri.bed by native phyei- 
eian? oa an anti-bilious draught. PampMna are cultivated to a 
eoDsidorabie extent, being geiiernlly gro^^Ti near the house, with 
a tlmkh for the creeper to spread over. Occasionally ihe ereepeie 
are trained over tho loofe of the Louses, and it is no nneommon 
thing to see the thatrir of a hut almost oovered wJih cnomona punip^ 
tins There ure two variotieia of iBemcufla corifom), vLe., 

or e/idi kuwrd and biWi kumrd. The latter variety, which h 
condderod to bo the be*t, is largely cultivated in the w^estom 
part of the diatiict bordering on the Damodar river, and is 
exported in cnnsidorable qnantltiefl to towns along the Hooghly 
and to Calcutta. S^kar-kand or sweet potatoes are grown on 
eandy soils, being hardy plants growing on landa that will 
hardly favour any other Drop, The yams called fiidu kackm 
and puf/jt i kacku are also oultivated. the latter largely iu homestead 
gardens, besides the aium hnown as e/. 

Cabbages were only intjfoduoed Into the diatriot about half a 
century ago, aod they are still mostly grown froni imported 
seed. For a loog poriod the upper classes of Hindus had a 
great objectioa to eating them; but this prejudice has almost 
entirely died away, and cabbages are now a favourite lu-ticle 
of food with a large portion of tho population. Radishea 
are grotvn in Ootobot on high, weU-dramed, sandy loom, which 
should be repeatedly ploughed and harrowed, as the eaying 

j>.* a hundied ploughinga for radish 
Turnips are also eultivated, but arc eaten chiefly hy Europsana 
and Muhammadans. This is the moat rocootly introduo^ of 
Enropean vegetables, and Hindus have not yet beeomo aocua^ 
tomed to it as an article of food. Other eommon vegetables 
are onions* gailio, peas, beet» oauMowera, beanSp ginger and 
turmorio. 

Among miscoUancous products may bo mentioned ehillies 
grown on homeatead lands, and often on newly fonned alluvion ; 
mulberries grown in the south of the Arimbighsitbclivirion- 
bamboos grown in the rompeuads of most households; and the 
reed, which la plentiM on the banks of the many mordiea 
and swaiupa in the distriet. Indigo was formerly coliLvated in 
the south, but all the factorios have long ainoo been abawdonod. 
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^owii^ r^Kftng^ in the mltiTalad afeii for 
loiCLgthjr period oannot be giTen^ oa the agricultural fft-atiatica ol 
HuwrEih were ineoFpojut&d with Uioae of Hooghly until 19(>5-tl6p 
It appears, howererj to be au adfflittad fact that uearij 
all the land at pruieut cultivable hua been brought under the 
plough and that rety httle is left fallow- It would eeetn, 
Tuoreover, that the area eultiTated with rice and jute w 
fiteodily inerreafiing-, The londe reclaimed by the D&ukunl and 
H&jfipnr drainage aohetuefi have been olmoet exduaively devoted 
to winter paddji and the lande that grew antumn rice 

to jute-. Sugarcane culti 7 atjo% wbich tnoreaaed a Httte on 
the introduction of iron roher milU, it dooliniog owing to 
the competition of hnportod $ugar and noolasseeu Owing to the 
steady rise in the demand for and the prioe o! Tegetables and 
fmiti their cultivation is, on tie wfaole^ increoring. The retuma 
iubmitted annually Bince J 901-02 show certaiu variations in the 
area under coltivation and under different oropB^ Firstly* the 
cultivated area boa inareaaed even in these few yeare. 
Though this may bo partly due to more aoourate preparation of 
the letnmsT the greater part is a real inoroaae. There haa been 
Some expanrion in the area nnder winter rice^ but more 
in the area under jute» which has more or leas replaced 
autumn rice* and partly also in the area occupied by mustard* 
miacellaueoufi food^cropa* and orchards and garden produce^ 
Secondly* the oollivation of itl [sesamum) appears only in 
the returus during recent years. Thirdly|. the acreage under 
linseed and sagarcano in nearly stationary^ if not decreafiing- 
Lastly* the area under pulses and miseeUunecuB non-food crops has 
largely deereased. 

The rjote of tbs Hocghly diatrict* especially the Kaibarttaa 
and Badgopa among the Hindus and a number of Sheikhs among 
the Muhammodona* ora indtutrious and iutelligent cultiTators; 
and in the case of tho immemorial crops of Bengal* enoh as doe 
and pulses* it i& doubtful whether thour ordinwy methods of 
cultivation can be improved upon. In 1886 Mr.^ A C* Sen* who 
hod thon[,lately returned from the Cirencester College* England, 
and hud boom deputed to make agrioolturol enqumes in the 
Buidw&ii IHvirionj reported : Tory UtUe con be suggested for 
the improvemont of the cultivation of paddy» which boa been ao 
long under cultivatioii iix BengoL and grown nnder such yaried 
conditions, th&t* taking the country as a wholOi the rynt^s know* 
ledge regarding thia impottant crop has attained a degree 
of perfection almost unprecedented in the history of ogii* 
Qulture. 
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Tlie ngricnltiiiial impl&ftiontg in oomiDon nso are few in nmtili«r 
atid ample ID cdii^triioti&i^ They are m follow i—{!) 
or ploDgh* with ita diifencnt parfa named rward or tody, or 
beam» pAdi or ^are, fidn/tf or hilt> When la uso the plough liua 
a Jodi or yofee^ with an ajftrd or rope. A smaller variotj is 
used for ploughing tho Bolds of du^ padilj aud mme^ when the 
phinta ore a foot to a foot aod n half hEgh^ (2) Koddii or ho0| 
wbioh IB iu eons^nt uae for the cultiratien of Bpoaiid crops like 
aagoreaue, potatOf ocibtage, etc.p for tuming up of the aeit to any 
depth, and for mahiDg field ridges. (3} Mai or harrow* which 
Gonmeta merely of apieee of bamboo split in the middle with croga- 
piGoefl like a ladder. It la used for breaking np clods, prcBsing 
down the aoil^ levelling the ground and clearing it of weeds. It in 
drawn by buUooks, the driver ataciding on it in order to give it 
weight* (4) Bidd or ratOp a wooden bar about 4 feet long, with a 
few bamboo or iron tins ettached^ It h uaod ohledy to thin out 
the plants of dtts which has been sown broadcast, to stir the eoil, 
and to dear it of weeds. (5) Phor or weeding hook. ^6) Pa^hum\ 
a hand hoo. (?) a sickle for reaping. The ini proved 

type of plough called the Blhpur ploughp which is ehaple in mokef 
is cheap, and ploughs deeper thfln the country plough, is used by 
some ryots, but thoie is no other noticeable mnovatiou so far 
os implemontB of cnltivation are ooncemed. Blhia n iillg and 
iron pans are now oitenrirely used for the manufacture of 
molassesp but these do not come properly under the head of 
ooltiTotion. 

notation of crope is proctisad and its value nndemtood to a 
ooriain eitont. The lyots know that certain <Tops, euch ns sugars 
can 0 and beteUleaf, are exhausting, and that the land must bo kept 
fallow aod given rest* Alsog on high land they alternate dus 
poddy or jate with pukcfl, oilseeds or vegetables like potatoes; 
bat an oxceptioii is made in the case of paddy, dman being sown 
year after year on the same field. 

The ryots are generally caieleBs about the selection of seed. Sni. 
A part of the produce Is kept apart for tho next crop, but nothing 
is done to exclude weak or diseoaed seed. Lately, however, 
the advantage of rtBerving the best epecimenj has begun to 
be appreciated^ and the cultivators are gradually taking more 
trouUe over selecting seedp especially m the cobo of imported 
Drops, such ea wheat, potatoes and European vegetable In 
gardens belonging to the richer closics* moreover, ciare is token 
to have seeds of good varielies, or to secure grafts of good frnit 
trees. 

The advantage of manuro is fairly well known in thia, district. 

The mantues in general use ore oow-dung, oil-cokas, pond-mud 
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and hide-^t- Every ryot faciS his doDg-heap, to which ho daily 
adds dang, wood-ashes, woetc straw, vogctnhlo refose, oto.— 
in ioct, all that escapos the pariah dog. Tlio urine of ™Ule. 
a Tdluahlo monnic, is, however, aUowcd to aoah into the rand floor 
of the cow-shed, though the earth is occasionally dug oat aad 
used for raamue. Cow-dung is used to a raore or less extent for 
all the crops except pulses. It is carried to the flelda in April 
and May, ia first placed in heaps at intervals, and then spre^ 
ever the flelda. For potato cultivation it is applied to the fields in 
August aad Septemher. Castor and mostard oil-cate is now 
largely used for potatoes, sugarcaae, ginger and ca'ibages. 
rond-mud is considered a valuable manure and is most cora- 
monly applied to plantations of betel, raiilberry and plantain. 
In a year of drought, the mud taten from the half 6ty ponds 
and tanks is applied estonsively. Hide-salt, a cheap nitrogenous 
mautue, is ocoodonally used to check sn exubarant growth of 
loaves, and for paddy when suffering from the diaeaao calbd 
ieiddawi'd, which is itself the result of oxcesave raanunng with 
pond-raud. Green manuring ia not ^unknown in the distr)^ 
in rice fields the aeil, with the weeds in it, is turned ovot mth 
a iodali, and in a numhor of instances legaminous plants, such as 
dhai>,e/>d, MtB and indigo, are userl to enrich ^e soiL NitrogenouB 
■alts are little uiiod, and would he pmdioally naeloss for the most 
important crop, via., rice, as they would be washed away 

wbon ilia iHtxd ib 

The cattle of the diablct are of the aame breeds ^ ebewhere 
in Lower Bengal. Cows and ske-hufialoee are kept for trading 
purposes hy Goftlis, and cows and plough-bullocks by ryoU 
generally. A few ponies are kept, chiefly by Muhammadans ULd 
up-country people; while the former and the lowest castes of 
TTi~iideft tend fowls, ducks, goats aad sheep. A few sheep are 
graaod in thAna Pundni for the Calcutta market. Piga Eire bred 
chiefly by the Kaeris, a very low caste. 

The oxen of the dislriet appear to belong h) a breed 
indigenous to Bengal, though it is impoasiUe to say how 
long it has been domceticated. The breed apijears to he 
mote or 1«« pure; but in the towns some mtennixtuw has 
probably taken place with the Bhagolpur breed and occasionally 
with other up-country hreeda. The latter are not liked by the 
eultivators, as they are leas hardy in this damp climate, oat more 
than double and do only half as much work ngam with the light 
country ploughs. A pair of good country bullocks ia considtsr^ 
sufficient for 30 to 35 itigfidt sown with paddy, hut of couiae tl^ 
is dependent on a yaristy of other oonsiderations. The cattle in 
the west are believed to be Eaperioi to those in, the east, a 
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dlffeieuce attributed to tbo difference in the climate. In the west 
buffaloes sio flometimea employed for field worh* They are 
stronger and work quicker than the oxen, but they cannot stand 
heat, and after 9 A* m. they are difficult to manage. 

'ihe margin of eollivation being bo narrow, the oatlle graze in Pjintnjagc, 
the fields after the crops have been lemOTcd or pick up what they 
can in the open. On returning home they get a Kttle green 
grass, some straw and about half a ae^r of oil cake. During the 
plodghitig season some additional straw and a tittle oil-cake are 
often ^ven to the working bullocks after midday. Graring 
grounds are fow and tar between; in this connection, 

Mr Carstairs remarked, as far back as 1883, in hla report on 
the condition of the ryots in pari of Chsndftalft thAnft:— 

** Eich men’s cattle can go in gardens, but poor men’s cattle 
have been deprired of their old common groring gronnda. These 
hare been appropristed and rented out to cnltivetoie by the 
r amT pdfc^’s^ The ryot turns bis cattle into tbo paddy fields 
in the cold weather, hat they pick a rery scanty liriug up there. 

I only uote here that the shutting up of the grazing grounds 
incTeases the expenses of tie ryot, because he has to keep more 
food for the bullocks; because the want of freedom weakens 
the cattle and makes them lesa fit for work, and hecanse they 
are more likely to faU rietims to disease, and be will then hare 
to buy new cattle,..The tffft or boundary ridges of fields used to 
be wide and snitablo for the loot's walking along to bis fields 
and rery useful for grazing cattle on. They are now Kttla mud 
thici»d*i High rents and measurement have done this. No 
ryot can eftord to leave so much land uncultivated. He outs in 
on one side, and his neighbour has to resist or cut in on the 
other. 1 have seen cases where a man encroached on an Ail and 
tbo ryot bolding the field on the other side objected. But tbinga 
like this are very difficult to check, for tbo mischief is done 
by inches. 

In all these matters it is the interest (possibly not real, hut 
immediate) of the zamindar to let the mischief go on. IE a man 
cnltivates part of a grarieg ground, rent is demanded. If ho 
appropriates port of a road, this is assesaed. If he encroBehca O'U 
the AiK he cultivates all the more, and it is included in hta jat. 

He will he all the more eontent to pay high rates. Tho Eamlndat 
does not usually live in the villoge. Want of roods or grazing 
grounds there does not put him to personal tnconveniencs. Ho 
may be as good a man as John Grilpin, but with him, toe, * losa of 
pence ’ is the main consideration.” 


160 


HOQOiriT. 


OIIAPTER Vni. 

NA'IUHAL CALaMITEES. 

FuiriM. Tug district, being a low-lying tnnetiritli an ubondaDt nunfiiU and 
iatetseoted by tbroc large riTeri and nnmeroiis smaller streama, 
suffers moro faequently from floods tian from ibougbt. Formerly 
floods woio not only of frequent occorrence, but were also attouded 
by groat loss of life and property, especially during freshets, whou 
the water in the riven was banked np by strong southerly gides or 
high spring tides. Early records show that about Ifltil) a 

strong freshet b the Hooghly rim swept away the old Dnteh 
factory in Hooghly town; while on 3rd Be^ember 1634 the river 
rose so high that it was 3 or 4 feet above the level of the Hooghly 
Rttd swept away more than a thoosand huts in the Dutch 
quarters at Ohinsuru.* Such destrnotive inundations have bwn 
rare during the period of Entish mle, probably beoatiae the level 
of the west bank of the Hooghly has been giadually raised. 

The D&inodar hits been much more nusobievous than the 
Hooghly, and there is record of its ravages for more than a 
centoiy past. On the 16th Aswin (about 1st Uotober) in 1787, 
we find that tbe D&modar burst throngh its bank near 
"Bardereo” and swept away “Ad'/s, temples, ffanjet and jc/aAs.f'* 
On the 36th Beptomber 1823 it again rose in high flood and 
bnisting over its bants inundated the country up to the Hooghly 
river, which also rose to an unpreoedented height. Ohandetmagore 
suffered considerably; in the streets of Serampore boats wims 
plying, tbe College being surrounded by water; and in Hooghly 
town, Dbarompiir, M&Ua Kisim's Adt and BsU were submerged 
and the rouds rendered impoasablo. In the tnofussil the police 
Ihanas of E&jbalhat (now Kristanngar) and Benipur (now 
Bdagarh) were swept away, and the polios oflioeis had to ttdco 
refuge in boats. The homeless villagoia poured into the town of 
Hooghly, where they found ehelter in sho^ erected on the site of 

• T. B^wiey, CMsCHm Son-il l|« i>f Bttigal, Uted—1.07B, p, 170 ) 
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the Mugbd fort (the old oourt hotiso).^ The diitrega whioli GUBned 
zziaj be from the report th&t the extent of mjuxy that 

boa been sustained is beyond hunmn relief.^' Ten years laterp on 
the 2lBt May 1803, the U4modar a^ain flooded the district^ waah* 
iug av^ay the bridges uyot the ^anuswoti at Tribeni and over the 
M&gT& JTAd/at NByti&arai. Snbaequontly, in August 1844| the 
Damodar burst its banka and marginal embankEDentB iu 170 pkeea 
and eubmorged the whole coantry between Bili DlwangonJ and 
Dbani^bali, the Hood water spreading oa far ai lloogbly and 
Ghiuaura and fllling up the ditchea and draina of thofie towna. In 
September I84S the Oamodar again flooded the south ol the dktriofc, 
The Burdwan and Chandemagore roadi wero under water in 
many places, and the four suspeoaion bridges were threatened with 
destruction. The inner or zamlnd^ ddrtd^ were so completely 
destroyed, that their owiiers never attempted to repair them; after 
the floods not a stalk of paddy woa to be eccn for many tnilea ^ and 
the inundation wob described by one oflScer as frightful'^ A 
drought following the flood iniensifled the diaire«s, and people 
began to migrate to Calcutta and SonmipOFo for work; but, l^yond 
advances of Rs. 500 to each of the &nbdivirionaI Magiairutes of 
Dwlrb&tti (now Berampore) and Jahmibid for the relief of 
urgent cases of distress^ no relief measures were deemed necessary^ 
The continued ravage® of the D&njodor attrootod the attention 
of Govemmenti and after protraoti-d enquiriee extending over 
several years the einbaukmentB on the left bank were strengtheued, 
while those on the right hank were abemdened for a distance of 
20 uiilea. Its flood water oonaequenUy poured over the western 
tract in thinos Jah&nabad and I^nEknl, dostruotive inundations 
oeourriiig in this locality in August 1856, iu July 18o0 (over 
287 square milea), in IS67| and In August ItiSd. The flood last 
mentioned was due to a continuous downpour of rain, which uui 
only submerged the rice crops in the fletda, but also caused high 
floods iu the Hooghly, Enpn§rayan, Damodar and Dwarakeswiir 
rivemi The embankinentB were breoeheih and nearly the whole 
oountry laid under water* In the eastern portion of thonos 
Jah^b&d (now Ar^mb&gh} and Khanobul, the floods lasted for 
many days, whilat in seTorol pUoea they did not subside for over a 
month. It k an extraordinary fact that no loss of life from 
drowning was reported, but the health of the people suffered eon- 
uderobly, for cholera broke out in some viilagea and nudurfiil 
[over prevailed* The damage done to the crops of the alfeotad 

tracts was most serious, the rice crop over on area of 
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Aboat 233 aqttare nulea being damaged or almnart: entirety 
doatroyed. Orer two tliottsand Loosaa were tie|>oitod to huTo 
fallen, and half oa many more were badly dnuiagodt the 
inmates betaking themselTes for ehelter to the houses of their 
more foitnnate neighbooie. The after effects on. the dooded 
lands vaned Tory mnoh in different plEtces. A fertilizing de|) 0 £at 
of muddy silt OTorapreiiid many villagoa, bni a deep layer 
of barren rand buried the eultivafale soil of others. OoTomment 
grant^ a mim of Ra 1,000 to relioTe the meet urgent cases 
of distil, and the Calcutta Central Committee cenUibuted 
Rs. 2,000 towards the same object, wliila Es. 2,000 were adyanced 
under the Agriculturists Loans Act, The Public Works 
Department expended considerable sums in repairing the breodtes 
in the embankments, and the Road Gees Committee nlloited 
Us. 3,0tii0 for the repaii of riHags roads in the flooded tracts. 
These measorei soTed the labouring classes from any prolonged 
distress. 

A few years later the Dimodar ponring throngh the Deguft 
broach in Bordwin sooured out a new ohannel for itself 2 to 3 
miles west of its old bed. 

During the present eontory high floods in the DSmodar 
were reported in ^ptember 10OO, September 1901 and July 190&. 
The hea^ rmnfaU from 27th to 29th July 1005 caused bigli 
frrebets in both the DAmodor and the Dwirakeswar. Their 
overflow inundated th&nas ArSmbigh and iGi&nikul, damaged 
more than 600 houses and destroyed the winter rice, while the 
Dwarakeswor flooded the town of Arambagh. It must be re- 
momberod, however, that the loss of winter lioo in this tract is 
largely counterbalanced by cxeelleat robi crops, and in tbntm 
Ehinakol by oxtensiTe crops of fiwe paddy, the water for which 
is stored by means of dams across the river beds. 

Tho llo<^hly and Sorampore subdivisions are now protected 
from river floods by embankmenta along the Damodar and by the 
high western bank of the Hooghly river, but they are liable to 
suffer from the accnmalatiou of water caused by excemivo local 
rmnfoU, w^n the water, bring unable to End on outlet into the 
rivers, which ore ihomselvcs at a high level, and being inode- 
(j^uotely carried oil by the silted-up drainage cbannels, sweeps 
over the low-lying fields and damages the standing crops. The 
abnormal rainfall of July 1906, for instonoe, submeiged porta of 
DbEuiiAVhaH, Potbi and HoogMj tofi ^veral duj^j and 
the winter rioo crop to tho oxtont of eight Anna n 
m th^uoa Chaaditola ajid Siagor La tho Scnimpor^ ^abdiTt- 
flioae 
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V&iylittlois kaown of any fanunos in tliifi dutriot prior to PiKi»t 9 « 
Ite period of Bririah mlo, there m no record of its being Fgufiiij^*! 
affected by tbe terrible famine of 1(^71, which deciiaated Bihar 
and in which more !han lUlhOiiO persona lire fiaid to have died in 
Patna town and its anburbs alone.* Scarcity appeared in 1710^ 
and cuhiuiiated in a famme the following year, wbidi probably 
affected Hooghly; for it ie stated that several thousand pemons 
died in the interior for want of food^ w^hilu in Calcutta the 
English East India Company distributed 600 niaunds of rice 
among the poor and made special airangemenU for importing 
rioo fitJin cheaper marts, t 

Coming to the British period, Hcwgbly, in oommon with other 
porta of BengaLp suffered from the great famine of 17€t)-70* 

This is oyident from the account of the Dutch Admiral Sta* 
vorinus, who visited Chinsnra in 17U9, and wroteThe dire 
effects of faminoj too^ were felt in Bengal. At Chinsura a 
woman^ taking her two small children in her arms, plunged into 
the Cfwige^ and drowned herself, not possessing or being aUs to 
prcKwe anything to satisfy the raging hunger of her tender 
ofhipring. The banka of the river w'ere oovened with dying 
people; somo of whom, hnable to defend themselves, though still 
alive, were devoured by the joekob This happened in the town 
of Chinsum itaelf, where a poor sick Bongaleaep irho had laid 
himselE down in the stieet, withont any aaaist^ce being offered 
to him by anybody, was ottaekod in the night by the jackals 
and devoured olive . , . This dreadful calamity was occaaionod, 
partly by the failure of the rioe-barveat the preceding year, but 
it may chiefly bo attributed to the monopoly which the English 
hod made of the rioe, which was reaped the season before, and 
which they now held at so high a pdee that the tmtives, most of 
wtom could earn no more than one, or one and a half, ativor 
fpenny) per day, out of whioh thoy had to maintain a wife and 
children, oould not buy, for thU trifle of money, the tenth part of 
tho rice they wanted, the consequences of which were that whole 
familiea perished miserably. This account of the mortality 
is confirmed by the fact that in 1772 the Governor-General in 
ConaoU reported the mortality in Bengal os '*at least one-tbiid 
of the inhabitantfl of the province/'^ 

* r, Itowffiyi o/16iS9—p. 228 iml 
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In the following deceide the famme of 1783 i^eded Hooghlj 
only indirectly; but the famine of 1788, in which 70,000 pedsona 
are aaid to have died in Eastern Bengal, caueed conffiderable 
diatreea, eapocially as in 1787 eaTeral p^rsfaHUa (then wltMn the 
Burdw^n Collectorate) had aulfered from a atorm and inundation. 
In July 1788 4,000 poriona were in daily receipt of relief in 
Calcjoilla, and the Edji of Btmlwin filed a petition pleadii^ his 
inability to pay his arrears of reveune in conaequenee of the 
eahimitoiis state of his dialTiet.* 

Since then the diatnot hoe not emUered from any widespread 
l^enerol famine, though there have been periods of disireec, as in 
L834s 1837 and 184o, when aomo scarcity eneued from ditiiighta 
fiuoeeeding Ooode. The worst of those yeara wm 1837, when the 
price of food-grains rose 60 per cent, in spite of largo importa¬ 
tions from Purneft, DinAjpar and the United Provincea* while 
crimes and docoities tnerea^ owing to dMiese nmong the lowfir 
elassee. No relief measares of a special nature were, however, 
foand nece^aiy. 

Hooghly does not appear to have suffered Beverely from the 
drought of 1865, bat the imports being caitailed by the fnilurie 
of crops in iid joining areas, the price of nee was greatly enhanced. 
The scarcity and di^resa were severeet in the west of the district, in 
thana Jahlnabad, where the foiliira of the crops was most general, 
and w'here there was a large non*agTi<mltaral popuiation of the 
weaver cosie- llere the digress was intensified by a flood in the 
rainy season of 18G6 and by the muuber of destitute peiuons who 
flocked m from the weatem districts. Elsewhere the proepereaa 
condition of the peosantTy enabled them to tide ov^ the f gWn g 
without auifering the eitremity of misery experienced in tho 
noigbboaring district of Midnapore. In Augoet relief centres 
were opened at seven places m the JohAttibld eubdivision, and 
in September two more were opened at Pandua and MahdnM in 
the east of the district* At Chineum a oommitteo of IndEkn 
gentlemen mised subecriptiona to the oitent of Ea, 6,000 and 
daily fed all paupera seeking relief from the I4th July to the 
lOlb October. Tho aggregate nmnher of paupera thus relieved 
tft reported to have exoeoded 100,000. The funds of the 
committee became exhaosted in the middle of October, and 
wore then supplements by a grunt of Ea. 1,000 from the 
Board of Revenne. At UttarpfirA and Serampore eJso nteosures 
were oigonlred by aovoral Indian gentlemen for supplying food, 

* qf Bomri of woL b PP- 63, 140, i60> 1&4 ■: 
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olotlung uDd medic*! aasutance to the indigent, without a<witdjn)<¥< 
from the GoTernment A relief hospital vox opened b Hooghly 
end & temporary poapei hospital at Uttarpira. Including Chao- 
dzakona and Qh&tal, which were then part of the district, the 
average daily number of perwn* m receipt of relief m the 
distriot was lepoded to be 645 in July, 11^42 m Augost, 6,741 
in September, 7,041 b October, 5,041 tnN'ovembeT and 1,041 in 
December. 

The famine of 1874 did not affect Hoogbly aeverely, the F»«ino ot 
distress being congned to the north of the district. Belief works 
Were started, but the maximum daily average number of persons 
employed was only 1,911 in April 1874, Altogether, Be. 2,20,000 
were spent in charitable relief, 1 he highest daily average of persons 
neceiviog charitable relief or employed in light labour being 
5U,234 in September. Smoe then there has been some local 
distress m ArSmbSgb subdivision in IfiSS and 1897 due to a 
partial failure of the crops. 

The above shelcb shows that the part of the district most Liability 
liable to searcity oonsista of thanas Ar5mbAgh and ghs»>sb,i] to fsiuia*. 
which are exposed to the floods of the Dimodar almost every 
year. Even here, however, the peasants are generally compen¬ 
sated for the dama^ caused by floods by ^lendid cropa of raW 
and borOf which thrive on the silt-enriched lands. The other two 
aubdivisions are preteoted by emhaokmente, and receive an abund¬ 
ant rainfalL Winter rice ia the main crop, but it is snpple- 
mented by ntimerone other crops, such ox rxbi, vegetaHes or jute; 
while fruit orohatds ue numerous along the banks of rivera and 
strenma The facility of transport by road, rail and rivet enablce 
local produce to bo brought to convenient marts j and the demand 
for it, caused by the proximity of Calcutta and other riparian 
towns, enables it lo be sold at a good pcioe. A Urge num ber of 
labourers also find employment in the milla^ while there is an 
ever-increasing demand for labour in other industrial oonceras 
along the banks of the Hooghly. The combined result is that the 
lower cloBses mo exceptionally well equipped with powers of reris- 
tance against sootcity. 

The earliest earthquake of which there is any record during K*iTH. 
the period of Grititili rule oconned on 6th September 1803, and O’^*®**- 
shocks were felt in 1811, 1842, 1853 and 1869. The eeverest 
shocks oeeniTOd on 14th July 1885, when the semaphore tower at 
NiaK fell dowTi, and on 12th Juno 1897, when * few hoosts 
we-re deetrojed. 

The district does not lie witiiin the regular track of eydonea c 
and cydonic storms. Those that do ooeat am few iu ainnber and 
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burst either in May or June, whea they precede the touth-^est 
nLODBOon or more often in Ootoher NoYomboif when the south¬ 
west monsoon is^ retreating,. These eyclonJo formatioofit though 
genemtiTig in the Bay of Bengal* are to be dLstingniahed from 
the usual eoulh-we^t monfioou stontts that bring rain to Bengal 
and from the laud etorms ot July and the winter months 
[Deeembarto Mtm^h)^ 

The two moat Yiolent oyclones, of whioh there are recorded 
acoQiinU* were that of 5th October i8t>4| which wroeked the 
port of Caleuiia and brought down the tower of the Hooghly 
Church* and that of 15th and L6th October 1874| which, passing 
from Midnapore northwards* swept over the Jahanftbad suhliviiuonp 
killing nine persona and a large number of oattle. Among other 
notable cyclones and eydonie storma* may be mentioned that of 
21 &t May which lasted for a:x hours and drove up a Large 

moss of salt water from the south; that occurring in June 1S43* 
which wrecked a fleet of Govemmeiit arBenal boats; that of IHh 
June IS69, w^hich lasted lor nearly a whole day; and that of 
27th November lOOh In the pns^British period a hnmeana on 
1 Jth and iSth October 1737 is said to have sank 20,009 boda in 
the Hegghly and to have killed 300*000 perBonB, but the numbem 
quoted seem mueb exaggerated. Tornadoes occur but rarely; but 
one that orefised Bhadreswar on 23rd April 1888 hilled twelve 
persons. 

OBocEiiti^ Dronghls are usually eatised by the prematnie cea^tien of 
rains in September and OctobeiL They are infrequent in this 
district, but have been reported in the yearn 1&34, 1837, 1845* 
1865, 1867 and 1896, and also during the last two or three years* 
Thej' atFet‘t the winter rice crop sorioualy and thas cause some 
temporary distress; but, on the ether hand* they tend to make the 
district, healthier by decreasing dampnoee aiid water-logging. 

tiuoiTS. The crops suffer much from blights* and though a general 
blight is unknown* almost every year one crop or other is affected 
in some particular locality. Flights of locnsta are fortnnately 
rare, and do not make their appearauee more than once in ten 
years. They generally travel from the north-east and cauBe a 
little injury to the erops, but seldom or never destroy them on a 
large scale. Comparatively little damage is caused by wild 
animals^ but wild pig dig up sugarcane and sweet potatoes, 
wantonly destroying more than they ©at* while jackaU also do 
damiige to sngaresne and bares to He young ehoots* 

Insecta, however* often domoge the crop© very seriously* and 
their number U legion. Both Su 3 and amirn plants are sometiiucs 
attacked by a mosqmto>p-like insect and are liable to a number of 
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other itkflea pests* In the pabo of immt paddj, tm infloet cjilled 
K/idnki pokd eat a away the teiidox loaves of the young plant, dis- 
appooring only with heavy rain. When the eaxa are heing 
formed, a black fly owaiEionally attaeka them m mamenae 
numheis^ 50 to 100 'beijig often counted on a ^ngle ear. In 
the dm paddy was fittar^ked hy an insect which apparently w^oa 
produced by the auperttbnndant moisture in ihe delda. Tho 
inseotB were deatioyod or driven away by sprinkling a small 
quantity of kerosono oil over the holda. Sugareone la i^mettnies 
injured by white-ants^ just after plantings and a little later the 
buds below the stalk are eaten away by a small gmb called 
mnjrrd. When grownt the canes are bored through by an insect 
that pnaees one stage of its life-bietory writhin the dem* The 
great enemy to plantaJna ia a largo black insect named 
which nefitles on the crown of the root-dock and caueea the plant 
to die. 

Potatoes Bomoiimes suffer much injury from a speciea of ted 
ant, which makes holes through the tuberf lied anta aljso kilt 
young briujal planta, and the nuisoiy seedlings are now and then 
attacked by green gruhe rt^mbling those which attack cabbages* 
Thread-like worme often grow inside the root^ of sweet^potatoea, 
injuring the plants. In cloudy weather thousands of small 
yeUowish-greeii fiicfl lay their eggs on pea pods, which grow into 
UTatoTpiUara that eat up almost the entire substance of the poda. 
The leaves and buds of young Hi (sasamum) plants are sometimes 
eaten away by a black insect named pokd; and young ^an 
plants are attacked by a green caterpillar teecmbling that found 
on cabbages* 

Vegetable growths Eire a serious danger to crops and plants 
on lands which have not leeeived on early ploughing* The dwjcw 
paddy crops are subject to a disease called kddd^tm^rd (Hterally 
mnd-kiUing), m the course of which a minute vegetable growth 
surrounds the bwer port of tbo plant and destroya it in a few 
days* Pungi also injure the dmaa crops in years of e:^cesai.vo 
rainfall, when the field has not been properly plonghed. The 
Bombay sugarcane, a soft juicy variaty, has prad;ically gone out 
of cultivation owing to a disease colled which appeared 40 
to 60 jears ago. The disease is said to have be«n due to 
fermentation iuduoa Iby microseopic vegetable growth in the plant, 
which reduced it to a rotten mass emitting a most disagreeable 
odoufp The Bombay spedes has now been generally replaced 
by a hardier variety, the The name dkmd is also givea 

to a dreaded potato disease which ouusos tbe roots to rot, after 
which the plant withers. It is very probably propagated ti^ugh 
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th& tubeiBf «ik] ia mach aggrftvoted hy continaoui heavy ahoweni 
and high bmperataie iti Ai4guat aod September. Xliindrods of 
potato flelde are totally d^royed by it, cai^ng heavy loan to 
the eultivator. Brinjal planta aometimea Buffer froni a dUeaflO, 
colled booause it oaoBea the leavea to become like the 

baVGA of the iuf*t plant. Betel ie eitbj&ot to many dieeasoa of a 
fimgaid nature^ somo of which attack tho leavoa only and otboii 
the Btalk and the whole plant. Of theoe, the dmjdrf, which 
caueee tho jointi to tum blaoh and b especially mjariona. 
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CANALS, DKAtNAGE AND fiMBANKJiENtS. 

Oa^al inigAtion m this diitrid; is carried oa from streams Casam. 
which have Win utUix&d for irrigation b 7 letting water into 
them from the Eden Canal In the BoidwAn district. This canal, 
which is named after a former Lientenant-OoTernoi of Bengal, 

Sir Ashley Eden, who opened it in December 1881, takes off 
from the DAmodar ahoTe BmdwAn town and falls Into the E&nA 
Nadi and KKnA DAmodar at JamRlpor. From it the water 
of the D&modor is passed by means of weirs and eluicce 
into BOToral silted-np channels, anch as the Kantnl, Ghii, 

EAnA (or Ennti) and KAnft DAmodar. The Eden Canal is 
classiSed os a work for which neither capital nor revenue accounts 
are kept, and was coustrucied in order to bring a supply of 
fresh water for sanitary purpoeea from the DAmodar river into 
the natural channels and old river beds of the Bnrdw&n and 
Ueoghly dLdricts; for those dlstricta having been visited in 18fil-fl3 
by a severe and highly fatal epldemio of fever which was attri¬ 
buted to the stagnaut and insanitary oondition of the water- 
oonises- In 1B7S the first step towards the construction of the 
canal was taken by opening out the head of the Kani Nadi, and 
in 1874 outs were made cxinneeting this channel with the TTatif i 
Dimodar and Saraswati. The work was carried out piecemeal, 
and the complete scheme consisted of (I) a head sluice at Jujuti, 
admitting the water of the Damodar to the HAnha Nulbh; 

(2) a WQLT in the BAnkA Nullah at Kinehaanagnr, with a head 
almoe admitting the water to the Eden Canal, which, after a 
conise of about 20 miles roughly parallel to the Dimodar 
river, delivered the water into the KAna DAmodar and KAna 
Nadi at JaraAlpur, and (3) various subeldiary works. Them are 
also a out conneoting KAuA Nodi with the Saraswati near 
Gopalnagai, with the nocesMry regulating works, and two distri¬ 
butaries, which were conatmeted about the year 1896. 

The scheme was deagned as a work of aamtary imprevo- 
ment, and not ae on irrigation project; but the practice 
of irrigating from the canal sprang up very soon after 
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the rapiil ivae In 1SR3 a gfoat d^niaud for water 

arose and 20,000 acrefi of riee were irri^ed by flow from 
the oaoftlt whib in the two following yerna the aerenge 
roee to 40,000 ftiid 70^000 aoros. respootivoly. 8o fftf| no water* 
mtefl had been aharged, but it bad by this lime becomo 
evident that a eyetem of Lmgatien on this scale could not 
bq carried on without involving Govcmmeni In great ospeoBe oa 
account of sUt-clearing, managementi distrihution and other details 
ot maintenance and oourirnction. Irrigation was effoctcd from 
the eyetem of natural channels and as n eU as from the 

canal itself,, and the rights of Govomment in the beds of ihe°e 
ohsnnels were not ertiiblbhedi A lengthy discussion ensued as 
to how expenses were to be recouped. It was proposed that, the 
£emlndiJB iuterested ehoLild floiWribe, but they failed to agree. 
In IflSfi definite proi>OftftlB were made by I he Commierionor for 
the entertainment of a small epecial revenue ostablkhnient and 
the levying o! a water-rate at 4 imnas a ( 12-|^th onnaa 

per acre). Water was to be supplied on agreements: but as 
agreements for a sufRciont acuoago (about 53,000 acres) were 
not received, tbo matter still remainod unsettled, though some 
water was supplied. 

While the course to be adopted was still under disouflaion, 
a tentative ayetem was introduced by the Exeeutive EngiDeer 
and his Buboidlnates, under which water was supplied under; 
private agreements, entered into with representutiYea of 
the vilhigeB^ cm the eondluon that a number of continuous 
villages eubmitted appUoatiDUs for water, Btating tho area to 
be irrigated and paying the water-ratea in advance, excess sreafl 
irrigated being poid for subeequently* The schemo succed- 
od and developed into the present system of irrigation. Water- 
rato rules under the proviaiona of the Irrigation Act were issnod 
in 1893* and revised rules appeared in 1898* Undor these rules 
prorisioa is made for the supply of water on the long-lesse 
eystem, season leases being also allowed and other areas suppKed 
hj single waterings* The system of advance paymentSp except 
for Thrill and ringlo waterings, has disappaaieA 

The annual receipts averaged Ka 2d|594 in the three years 
to 1904*05+ aud Es- 23,385 iu the three folio wing ywr^ 
1905-06 to 1907-08; whHa the ancjUftl expenditore averaged 
Es- 39,359 and Ra. 33,394* respectively, thus resulting in a 
deficit.. The area inigated averoged 37,535 acres iu the first 
trieimiuTQ* and 23,854 iicTca in the eecond (1905-06 to 1907-8).^ 
The deerea^ ia due to [ntenrional restriction of the 
irrigated area un aocount of the uncertainty of the supply 
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from iho head filiiiee at Jujnti: a Bcheme ia tiiidor considem- 
tioD lor the iaereafie of the eupplj bj the con^roetion of & weiracreu 
the Okmodax river. 

Apart from its otilitj lor irrigation, this work hu proved 
beneddalt from a auutaij point of view^ to the viUegee on the 
banks of the ehaanels which tt flashes as it ensures a finpply ol 
iioah water from the running stream of the Dimodar. 

Id December 1&94 the Disbrid; Board eubmitted a Ckfuiiu. 
scheme for the canalisation of another dead rivers the 
Kausiki, 18| miles long^ and asked Ooveimnent for a contriha- *™’ 
tion of half the cod. The Oovernment expressed its willingno® 
to UDdertake the work on pajment of half the ooit, bu^, the 
osiiiuate having been raised to He* 72,000, the Board gave up the 
proposal The scheme was revived on the appUoation of the late 
Babu BimSoharan Bhar of Hazipil, a wealthy G&lmtta meiohanti 
who generously offered a coatributiou of Ea 30*000* and anhse- 
qnently raised hia offer to Ee. 3S,000. The project haa rtscentlj 
been aaiLctionod by Qoverament, the estlirated cost being 
Es- fy0,2o9p and the work is under conatmoti The District 
Board has contributed Es. S*500 towards the cost* and the 


baUuce is to be paid by Oovemment^ Sriiemes for canaliriDg 
other siltcd'np cb^nels azc also being eonridered.. 

The only drainage worJi^ h^E entirely in the district ouis- 
are those defligoed for the diamage of the Danknui mershecL^^^ 
Thew marshes* which are about 1^ miles long from north to south, 
are situated in the Sezampore snbdiviiion. They oonrist of 
chaiq or eeriofl of jhiU^ swamps wholly orpsj±ially oovered 
with water* which lie between the Hooghly and Baraawatl rivera. 

The total area of Ujid between these rivers is about 70 square 
milca^ of which S square miles drain diieot into the Hooghty* 
while 6S sqoare miles form a barin, in the centx&l part of whitdi 
ate the DAnkuui jAtii occupjdng an area of 27 aqoarc miloa. 

This latter area was not only a reaervoir for the rainfall which 
falls over the 32 square miles, bat the lowest part was nine feet 
below high-water level during the rainy season; and prior to 
ita being drained, when the Hcx^hly was io flood* the tides flowod 
through the Baidyabiti and Bally Elials and reused the levot of 
water in the Mi7f to 15 feet in the month of Augu^, the beds of 
thflj.li/* being »b<mt aeven feai aboTfl moan wa-IsTol, The ansa of 
cultivated Uad varied vitb the Beasona, the minimiun bomg 10| 
eqoaie milee and the maximum 77 aqaam milofl, bat a part of this 
doubtfnl ajoe was irTegularly cnltiTated with eold wither onopt 

The ravages of Burdwftn faver having draitti attenlioa to the 
nnhealthy state of the district, Mr, Adl^, o,b., waa deputed by 
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GoTommoDt m 1869 to report whetlier ’ffant ot drdnage had 
eaoBod or iatemified the prevailiiig feyen and LE flOp how it ooaM 
be rectified, Mr, Adl&y submitted two reporta to Goveiniment^ 
dated the 25th June and lOth Beptember 1869^ and the principal 
conolueionei he came to were the following i —(1) that the dletTiet 
stood in maoh need of drainage; (2) that thia in a great meainre 
represented the cause of the feyer ficoorge; t3 J that the riyera and 

hod serionalj silted up and detorionited; (4) that, from on 
engineering point of view, there was uo difficalty about the drainage 
question; and (5J that if properly oondueted^ the mcasuros ought 
to be largely romuneratiye. Adley reoonmiended tbo roclamn- 
tion of the Binkunlj Kstlifi and Itajapur ewam^ei the deepening 
of the and improyement of their embouchutea; the re-opexnng 
of the K&n 1 Nadi: the euloption throughout the district of * high 
and low lerel drains^ to serre the treble purpose of drainage, 
iritgation and navigatjon and the introdnotion of gonecal sauitoiy 
measures. A portion of Mr* Adley^s echemo—tJiat for drsining 
the Dinbuni marsh—was approved of by Govoenmeut, and in 1871 
the Drainage Act (V of 18711 was poasod, under which Commis- 
■ioneis were appointed to oany out the work of draining tbo 
DflnTcnni jhik^ Tho works were oommoucod in January 1873^ 
and wore completed in tho same year* 

They consist of:—(1) drainage chouneldi 164 miles lougj 
excayated through the lowest ground in the middle of tho jAib 
and loading to the Baidyahaii Khal on tbo north and the Bally 
Kh&l on the south; those two khdb hevo aloe been partially 
straighteDcdp widened and deepened; (3) two self-aufting eluioee, 
one in oaeh with threo openings and double gates; and ^3) on 
irou-giidered twO'Spanned bridge over tho ScromporO'Chaiidltala 
oroesing. The total cost amounted to Ha 3^97,395, which, with 
maintenonco oharges capitalized, hare been rooovored from the 
persons mtorested* Tho works proved a great soccees from the 
£rst^ all the nvailsblo waste iand being brought under oultiyatiou 
within two yeaie, while tho annual lepori of tho Sanitary Com¬ 
missioner for 1874 stated that a largo tmet of oouutry, wMeh was 
formerly the centre of much disease and mortality, had become 
healthy owing to thehf oompletion* At present the annual 
fiharges For repairs do not usually exceed Bs, 2,(K)6; but in 1963- 
04 they went up to Hs, 7,170, while in 1906-07 they fc31 to 
Rs. 258, 

Colonel Hedgp who was deputed io make an engineering 
fluryey of tho difitrict, prupoeo^ 1873 to extend the D^nkimi 
ech^e to other tiaeie in the eouth and submitted throe 
drainage^ whemes, known oe the Howrah, Ra|4pur and Amti 
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Aobemfsa. The Ho^n^ah and Amta scliemea ooncem the Howrah 
diairict only, iriiile the Baj&par drtuuage worka di&in the eonthem 
extremity of Kiiatanagar thina in the Berampoze subdivision^ but 
lie for the most part in the Howrah district, Theie works were 
conatmoted under the revised. Draitiago Act YI of J 880| nDdei the 
provisionfl of which a small drainage channel weat of Rlmptir was 
also oonjitructed in 1907-08 at a cost of lie. 3,947. 

The Sanitary Droioago Act Till of 189^5 ia in foitio in the 
dietiict^ but has not yet been ntUized. It has been proposed 
recently to canalijsc part of the Snati river tinder thia Actj but no 
final action has yet been taken io the matter. 

Id a riparian district encb as Hooghlyf embantmenta are of Ekwn] 
exception^ importance. The river HoogMy ie not embaokod on 
the west side^ as its bank is snMciently high and the towna are 
fairly well protected, hnt along the other rivers there are a number 
of pahUe embaokraentst generally under the charge of the Gfovem- 
ment. In 1907-1908 GoyemmeDt malataiDed 164 3,365 

feet of B cless embankments at Its own expense and 6 miles of D 
class embankments at the expense of the persons benefited» The 
total cost of repairing tho former amounted to Bs. 34|328, and 
the repaira of the latter cost Ba- 5^053. 

On the left banh of tho Dwirakeawar and its branch tho 
Saakar^t there is a continnotLs line (No^ 6|, 5 miles 250 feet long ; 
and on the right bank of the 1) wimkeswar and its other braneb 
the Jhnmii there is another euntinnous line (No« 7)i 6 miles 3,200 
feet in length. Borides these, there is a cirooit embankment 
(Ko^ 20), 13 miles 5,108 feet long, beginning at the inner point of 
bifojcation of the Sankara and J humi, going round on the mner 
circuit and terminatiog again in that point. Tho aggregate 
length of the three Dwarakeswar embankments is thus SO miles 
3^278 feat. 

The river DSmodar bae a eontumous line of high embankmonie 
on the left bank, 106 miles 1^114 feet long (No. 32), of which 41 
milee 3,494 feat are in the Hoogbly dislriot. It has also on tho 
right bank ris detached embankments with a total length of 47 
miles 2»0D0 feet, of whieh 12 miles 4,250 feet are in tho Hooghly 
diririot (NoSp 36 and 37). The left embankment of the Dimodar 
being contiDuoiis for more than ono hundred milefl, has beeu pro* 

Tided with many sluices to allow for irrigation and tho outflow of 
inland dimnage. Among these aloicea may be mentioned that at 
Kamanili constructed in 1883*84 at a cKist of Es 5,451 ; a channot 
inside the sluioo was excavated in 1889^90 at a cost of Es. 4,659, 

Tito NadT, the K&nS Damodar, the Samswati and the 
Bupn&jftyan (left bank), have gamindftrj embankmenta various 
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placos. To pi«V{9nt parts of Amti and KcifiUuagar tbSioaB boing 
flooded ot timaa of boary raiofall, the eamiodfiii ban Jltt on ths 
loft baidc of tba Madirti KliAl are bdog mnodellod for ux miles 
from JtiUaklifta to Pooro (m iha Howrah di«iiict)i at a ooBt gf 
He. 30,000 The ^amiud&ii aiei as n in a 

of disrepair. 

The nocesaitj for embankmeiiite in thU district hae long hecn 
recopiizod, und they date back to a period aaterior to Britiab 
aaiLU. rule. It in fact, ooneidered to bo a dtity of the zwjniiidAra 
to seoare thoir bnda from ionadation by cepoiriDg the ombank- 
m&iits-"" The cojit of repairing the *j4ndhi was known as pwWswfn 
imd wofl realized by the mmlndara from the too ant a ooncetnod^ 
Wliyn the Britieh took over the otaled diatricte^ nnmeroxifl 
embankmonta wore in existeoce in HocgWy, the nacMt inxportAnt 
being within the Burdwin E&j eatatoi which owned those along 
tho D&modatr tkose on the Dwimkeawor and the Stlzd. and 
those oa the Ajw river. In 1178 B.S. (1771-72 A.D,), thn year 
after the great faminei the total pmti^ittdi ohaigea of the Raj were 
asaessod at Ra, 50,000. The R&j4 baTLQg fallen into arreara in 
the payiaeiit of land roveiiiie, Iba Goreremont took chojge of 
the estate for aevorel years^ and entered into a contract with a 
Mr^ f^roaer for the repair of the embankmeDtSh The contract 
expired in lT83p and the QoTenunent then decided te make a 
settlement with the B&jl, “as bring more agreeable to the 
xaTii^odaii oonstittttioil^^^ and ossassod the putbamii charges at 
Ra. OOjOOO^ Thia aaiseflameni was oondrmed at the deoenuial and 
pormanoni aettlements and was dednated from the R&ja’a total 
land roTenne. The ocoarionaily entered into oontraota 

with EniopeAiifl for the sxeention of the necessary repaire, ff.fr, 
with Mr^ hlarriot in 1800. The appointment of the latter was 
at first (questioned by the Boards which anbeequentlj allowed 
advancoa to bo made to him. 

The upkoop of the embankments nnder thia system appears to 
have been inefficient, and the admonitiema of the Board of 
RoTvnne were not infieqnently oonteyad to the RAji through the 
^ GoUeotor. At length, their neglected atote nocessitated the forma¬ 

tion of a epecial committeo to take oare of them t in December 
1803 and h^roh ISOi, we hnd the liaj& complaining of ita 
reqnidtionA. As a further moaaaic for their improToment, 
Rygnlatioa YI wm paasod in 1806. When the Raj&*a estates 
of MandalghAt (Howrah) and Obitw& (Oh&tH,. Midnapore) were 
aoldj his aasesament wroa redneed to eitica Ra, 53|742* Atlongtb, 
wearied with annual demanda for repoirB (the cost of whieh now 
and then exceeded the amount ai^coed), the RijS engaged m 
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J 826 to pAj tW aam aa i^Tenno on condition tbai: QoTenuneiLt 
took oFor and maintainod the oinbonkin^ntA 

Afi Into aa there wbs no xeliabLe record dieLmgiiifihing 
Governn]cni Erom tho ^HZDind&ri ; and in May I835| the 

Snpeiiiitendent ol Embankmoiiti remarked that, owing to the 
gr^ual dlarepair and decay of the latter, every miLcceffiive flood 
did more and more damage. He gave the following Uat of the 
vatioui] kinds of embankments:—(I) Gttn^rid^ river embant 
meats; {2} or boimdaiy embankments; 

bheri, village boundary embankments; ^4) Fdri^ second embank- 
Tiients; (5) Hdmdh, creek embankmenle ; (6) Khdi, cross embank-^ 
ments in creeks and nulkht; (7} Jai~ml'ds{^ drainage embank^ 
menta; (8) Masonry sluices; (9) Hols or wooden eluiees. In 
the embunkment qnefition was taken np in earnest by the 
Govemment. Tiie Suporintendont was ordered to oxaniice the 
records of the CcUeetor'e oiEee and asoertain, if poarible^ the 
respective respousihility of GoTCmmont and of the Kamindire 
and a oommittee was ordered to meet at Hijili and Tamltik 
in the cold season of 1337-38 to consider aU points connected 
with the existing system. A marked improvement was observ¬ 
able by l&45i when no fewer than 89 masonry sltucefi had 
been coneiruetefl in Uon of the onta formerly mode by the lyots. 
In 1S4S another committee was appointed to lepoft on the whole 
eubjoot of the embankments of the Bengal rivers j and this 
committee made the drastio recommendation that tdl cMsting 
should be removed entirely and a ay stem of drainage 
clmnncla anbstitnted. 

In tlio meant imej the floods of the Dimodar oontinned to play 
havoc with its banka, which between 1847 and 1884 were breached 
in nmueieos places nearly every year, # 25 breaches took place 

in 1847, 14 in 1840, 56 in 1850^ 45 in 1853 and 38 in 1854. 
I^rge sums hod to bo spent in flTifyjg up these breaches and 
in repairing or strengthening the embankments, and the question 
of maiiitiiiuing them was thus forced on the attention of Govern* 
ment. AJter a prolonged enquiry^ it was decided to oompleto 
and strengthen the left embankment^ and to remove the right 
embankments for 26 miles, letaming only such embankments cis 
w ere >itanted at angles and curves of the river where the eorrent 
bore directly upon the land. These orders were carried out before 
the flood season of 1850. After farther enquiries which lasted 
several yeare, the lientenant-Govemor in May 1833 expressed 
his opinion that the removal of the right embankment had been 
a judioions measurB, that whatever partial damage might have 
been anstsiued by the natural action of the river, was nUot to be 
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oimpAied with the mjjtry and deTaatatioii formerly produced by 
the sadden and rioUnt iimption of the nvei hurstiog its e^bant- 
meata, and that the general fertility of the area enhjoet to man- 
datlon had been greatly iQcreaaad. Bince then, the D&modar, 
being anreetrained by embankmentA aloog ita westerD baakp baa 
made a kfge breach at Bogoi in Bordwin, and has poured 
through it oyer the eafltern haU of thaoaa Ar&mbigh and Klmufr- 
hoij caueiiig immense damage to the winter aropeu Goyemment 
haa lately decided to eloso this breach by a weir- 
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CHAPTEE X. 


KKiHT5, WAGES A:!?D PBICKS. 

Ca&h rents are paid for pnoiit^j oil tbe land under eultiretion ttisrm 
in Hooghlj, hut xents in kind are paid lor leases of gfirdene md 
fieherj rights, and also oocaaionally for lands newly brought 
under cuUiTntioa and for chtfr landA The system oaHed or 
ianjdi by which tenants pay a portion of the prodnee of their 
rice lands m rent, ia abnoet unkiiown. Tenants wi^og to tab¬ 
let their lands frequently demand produee rents, but the under- 
tenenta rarely aooept leases on fiach terms. The general level 
of cash rents is Idgh owing to the keen oompeiition for land 
and the value of the land itself, the eultivators getting good 
prices for their prodnee and thus being able to hold out for a high 
rent for their unoccupied lands. Detailed statistics of rent rates 
are nob available, as there has been no general settlement duoe 
the Ponnanent Settlement of 1793. The following figures, which 
are abstracted from Collectors’ reports, though not applleable 
to the whole distriotj may, however, be quoted for the purposes 
of eompariaotu 
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Ffom th& ftboye table it will be apparent that there was no 
appreciable rbe in reota for uearly half a oeatary after the 
Pemaaent Settlement. The oenatiy waa aubject to fltxjda; the 
means of oonueniuDation LmL not been impfeTed^ and there 
was no great demand for more land On tho part of cultivators. 
After 1837 name n period of prosperity* Roada and railways wem 
opened ; the lund was protected against flootk hy eontinucna lines 
of embankmeate ;; a keen demand for land grew up; and, with 
the ineroase in the price of feod^gralDAp the latoa of rent began 
to rise. By the middle of tho l^h oontiiry the tents of rice 
lands had been qnadmpled^ and the rents of lands beoriog 
epoeial ijrops had increas^ four to six Umea. A sudden cheek to 
agrioultaral progress wasj howeveTj <»u5ed by the vimleat epide¬ 
mics of Bnrdwi&n fever. Handroda of villages were decimated 
or left with weak and emac^ted caltivatora. -Local labour boeame 
Bcoroe I and in the affected viUagee hnndreda of acres of ealtiTable 
lands lay untille^L A better knowledge of the rent laws among 
the ryots also helped to prerent undue enhancomonte of rents^ 
and tbo combined result was to hinder a rise in rentals. Hie 
people have now reooreied from tho effects of the Bnidwftn fever, 
and -within the last 35 years the rise in the price of food-grains 
and of jute, greater &^tiee for disposing of sgrionltnrsl 
prodnee, have led to an increase of rent ratoSr The iuoreeae has 
been moat doticesblc in the i^ise of |nt« lands owing to the grow-i 
ing demand for this fibre, and, to s smaller extent, in the case of 
other lands bearing special crops, such ae potatoes, vegetabieB 
and tobacco. There has been no great increase in the rental 
of rice landsy and the rentel of some inferior lands has even 
decreased4 

In the tract on the right bank of the Hooghly:^ from Bally to 
Tribenl, urban eonditions prevail; and behind it lies a semi-iirhan 
area 3 to fi miles in width. In these portions of the district the 
rotes of wages differ from those ooimnon lq tbo more mral thanes, 
the wages of mcn-aervants being Bs. 3 to Boi 6 a months of 
maid-servants 2 to Bs. 3 and of oooke Bs. 6 to Its. 7, beddea 
fochd and dothing. BFirbers nsnsUy charge one to two pice 
for shaving and two to four pioc for hair^ntting; while a 
waabermon^s ebsrge U Es. 3 to Rs. 3-6 per bnndrad ertides* 
The monthly wages of a syce or eooly averogc Rs, 7, of a 
oommon mason ox oarpentcr Rs« 15^ and of a common blaoksmith 
Ks. 15 to Ra. 30, 

Tn the mcfoMil wogea ore naturally a little lower. Among 
agricultural labonrers, itrii/zdat, or permanent aervant% get 
Be, l-&to Bs. 3-6 monthly^ l^des food end dqthingi whilt 
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majurA car kbaiufiia employed temjiOTsrily dturiog the weeding; aiid 
reaping seaaoDfl get 4 to 5 annas a day, beaideii a light meiJ 
at midday^ The wages of carpentem or blsckfumthfl am 20 to 25 
per wnt. loBs than id the towna. Thatokem get 5 to 6 annas per 
diem in addition to their midday mesl; barbers charge a pioe per 
head; washormen are few in number, the woinen generally wasb^ 
ing the elotkes of the family. Aboriginal Held-labonrers get leas 
than local laboareint being paid a half to threo-fotuiks of the 
nsnal rate. The payment of wages in kind, j.y., grain or 
TOgetables, is disappearing and now BairiTos only in 0fUt-of4be- 
way viU»iges and in the Aiambigh labdivkiou. In roxsl trada, 
honreveri watohmon are often paid in bundles of paddy for 
watching the orops. 

The fignrea in the following table, which ebowe the diuly 
wages entered in the accounts of an estate at TAmkeswar, are of 
inioToet na diowing the rise which took place between 1845 and 
1872, 
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The slack soAson for labour extends from April to ike middle 
of June, w ben» the fcropa bebg off the fields, very little labour 
ifl mquired except for ploughing or looking after sngapoane and 
lof-D paddy. In the towna too there is leas demand for laboor in 
inilla, factories and other industrial concerns. Ihmng the raiiis 
sowing and weeding require a large labour forcOi but the real 
workiag season towards thoir oloset with the cutting and 

tkiesbing of jute and the reaping of dyi paddy. IVork of all 
kindfi is in full awing in the winter months (October-Mordi), In 
the towps there is a oooabmt demand for labour at tbk time, not 
only in the mills and faetorieSt but also for brick-nmking, while 
in the rural traota the resping of the winter rioe and rabi crops, 
m well as work in gardens and orckoida, provides employment 
for the surplus labonr available. 
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Qgifi^pilTy apeakiiig^j th^ indig^noTifl day-Labourcrs work in tka 
Selda, whila the opeiatiTaa in miila are mostly OriyAs or tcion from 
ap-cottntiy* Thoro ia vary little emigratioa, bat immigrants are 
namerooa, forming, iudeedi a larger proportion of the popola* 
tion than in any regulation district of Bengal outaido Howrah 
and the 24-Parganfls. Maid-servants oome from BSnkarA^ eooka 
from Binkori, Midnapore and Oiiasa, sorvanta from Binhurft, 
Oriflfla and np-oountiy^ eoolies from np^oonntry and Orissa, agri- 
cultuwl and earth-work lahottPers from np-oonntry, ChoU Nfigpnr 
snd the Sant&i Parganafi. There is a general oomplaint of the 
insnffidenoy of the supply of labour^ Daring the winter months, 
the lalx»nr question often becomes aonte^ and instaoces have been 
known of orops rotting on the fields and looms iftopping for 
want of workers. The diffioalties caused by the deficiency of 
labour lire further aggravated by epidemioa of malarial fever that 
break onfe from November to Ftbruory^ rednoi og the number of 
workers and diminishing the working oapaoity of those who 
enniTe. This eoaioity of labonx is no new feature in the 
eoonomio history of the distriot* Even in the early purt of the 
19th century labour oould not be bad for work on roads and 
embankmentA, except at exorbitant ratea. The snperiDtendents of 
those workfi wore loud in their oomplaieta on thk aooie, and were 
somewhat indignaot with the distriot authoritioa for not forcing 
people to work for them at their own roteOp 

The mmn crop ia dmnn ot winter paddy, which is reaped and 
threshed from Dumber to the middle of February; oonsequetiUyi 
rioe is cheapen in February. Then ita price risea, alowly or 
rapidly aocording to the onttnm of the h&rvest| the state of the 
marketp etc., until the maximum is reached iu the rainy months 
of July and August. With the harvefiting of dui paddy, the price 
of lioe folia, to rise again before the reaping of the dmon crop, 
the rise being brisk if the dman harveat is expected to be bad^ and 
slow if a good crop is expected. From November prices deoline 
until the minimum is reached in February* Pulscfi, the chief 
ifl&i crops, are harverfed between January and Maroh, and 
are conaequently cheapest in Febroaiy and Marche Of these, 
kh^ 4 drv tLftthymfi aativna) b the cheapest, but is little nsed except 
by the poorest etaasea. The pulae commonly oonsumed in thiii 
distriot, and,, in f^t, tlnoughout the whole of the Bnrdwin 
Divirion, is kitidi (Phaseolua Boxbuighii), which being harvested 
in January, is ebeapeot in February, Wheat is grown on a amall 
aoale and is meetly imported. Its price, therefore, depends on 
the rates pievaiUng elsowheie; as a rulci it eelie at a cheap rate in 
March and April* 
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The Tegotables oommoulj ooneiuned a^e potAtoea, brinjiJs, MUcen«* 
plaistaisA (aniip^], and i*aiah. P<jt&tcKea are gathered in Pebroarx- 
Mtm'ht and price* nde lowc^ft in March. Bxinjeb are cheap 
ihroughcnt the winter months, and kd^tck kuB^ (unripe plantamaj 
mtheminy aeoaoni tTritihoeanthua dioLcal appear in the 

market in March^ becoming cheaper and cheaper till June* 

Aturmg fmitBt mangoea are moat popular owing to their qnautitj 
and wide diatribntioiij and ere eaten by all claBaeSj both rich and 
poon The seaaon ext ends from the middle of April to t)ire middle 
of Jnne^ the cheapest month being May» Of other articles^ 
molafioee and mustard oil are cheapest &oiu Pebnmiy to Ajuil, 
though the price of the former is matoriiiUy affected bj impoita 
from Java, The price of salt ia generally uuiferra throughout 
the year; and m ie that of or darihed butter, but ita price is 
often enhanced dnring marriage seaaonap apedally in the summer^ 

The table below will give a suffioient indication of the rise in 
the prices of food-graitifi and salt {the prices beii>g shown in s^ers 
per rapeo) during the period for which figuresi are avaiiable. 
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Theae figures ahow that during the lart half eentuij, prices 
have been enhanced threefold. If further proof be needed 
of the change which has taken place, it will be enfficient to 
mention that after the fanuue of 1866, In which the average 
price of rioo for the year rote to 12^86 leerB per rupee, the 
CoUerfor reported that if the price of ordinary rice wore to 
lies afi high as 13 seers per mpeo soon after tho winter harroat, 
it should bo oonsidored os a wanring of approaohing faniino; 
ftnrt in hie opinion^ Government relief operations would become 
neoessaiy when the prioa of inferior rice rose beyond 12 
saoie a rupee. Iluxing 1906 and 1007, however, the average 
price of common rice was lose than 74 eeers per rupeoi without 
any relief measures being deemed necoseaiy, ^ 
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There haa been a riso in the price of other arlidea 

such Qfl oUi fiahf meat (^ats vegetables, and fniita, also clotbe^ 
keixifieue oil, wood, batobocA^ atraWp brick and lime. There 
ha« been, however, a fall in the prioee of salt, eagar and tea. 
The cheapening of baU i« mainly dne to ehangea in the duty 
levied by Government. In I&S2 the rate of duty woe reduced 
from Rs, 2-8 to Ba. 2p waaiaifiad again to Ra. 2*^8 in 1888, but waa 
again brought down to Ra 2 in 1903, Since then the tax waa 
reduced to Re. 1-8 in 1905 and to Ro, 1 in 1907, whidi lowered 
the retail prioea etill further* The fall in the price of sngai is 
largely due to unportation of foreign auger and of Java 
molnasca, and the cheapeaing of tea ia attribute to over^produc-^ 
tioEi. 

The mrnl portion of the district has long been famona for if a 
TioN. fertility. Towaida the clofe of the 18th oentniy the BnidwOn 
IE umlndiii within whioh it waa then inolndedi wna doaeribcd by 
Mr- (Sonahtadir) J. Grant aa **the rich Eamiodfiri^'* “tha 
enlarged, eompaot luid fertile samlnd&ri/* a garden in a doacii, 
deemed wonderfully productive in the beginnif^g of the present 
oentniy/^ eto. These remarks were echoed by Mr. W. Ham lit on j 
acoording to whom it had “thriven ao prosperously, that in 
proportion to ita dimenffiona, it may be reckoned the moat produc¬ 
tive territory in India. After the lapse of a oenturyj in spite 
of the ravages of fever and the damage caused by tlood% the 
dietrict eoatinn^to be one of the most prosperous in BongaL 
The eultivatora, who are maidly Raibartt-Ckfi, Sadgops and Sheikha^ 
rank among the best cultivators in Bengnl, being bard-worfciiigp 
thrifty and fairly iotelligcnt. Utihring every bit of available 
land, sowing a wide divendty of oropflp ^eUing thoir produce with a 
shrewd knowledge of the current rales, they make the bei* of 
their refloutoefl. They further add to their mcomo by working iu 
the mills daring tbe dack monthe, by ontchlng fish, by Tuiring 
fruit trees, vegetables and herbs on bomeatoad lands, and so forth* 
Thoir women, too, assist by bnskmg paddy and cleaning riee, by 
helping in fishing, etc. 

The repoita of the local officers oonfirm this imprcssioii of 
mateiisl well-beingp As far back as 1848 the Magistrate remark¬ 
ed that during a tour !n the dMrid he had not met with a 
single patch of uncnltivated bnd, and added that the number 
of brick hnil<RngB in every village, the comfortable appcamnco 
of the dwelling^ and the many articles of foreign manufiiotazo 
which the inhabitants poaseasedp wore aufficient evidence of their 
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boing a pit)Bp<^rotLB imd induetTioi^ paoe* Forty years later» 
(iQ 1888)^ after a apedal oaqalry regarding Uo oondition of the 
lower clafiseo, tlie Uieu Collector* Mr. Toynbee, remerked:— 
*^Tko goaeml result of ike enquinea made ia to show eoaoluoiTelj 
that in this district all oloBsefl of the pooaantiy eat twioo a day 
and enjoy a full meal on each ooeaaioiu Here and there a poor 
widow or beggar may be found who does tint always get two meala 
a day^ but as a rule e?on they, the poorest of the poor, do ao. 
Noainglo iastonoe of emaciation or disease due to want of food 
o^e to light during any of the enquirieB. As regards dothingt 
the wants of the poorer clofiaea are rery Umited and are enSi- 
oiently provided for. In the oold weather, no douH, a little 
extra and warmer olothing would be acceptable^ fipeeislly to 
their childroup but as soon as the sun le up^ they bask in ita 
laja and are content. Pew* if any^ of the agiicultural eLa^es 
have any idea of thrift or of e&viog Money for a rainy day, and 
they nre mofit of them in debt to their but thia 

impeemuofflty and indehtodnefia ate due not to their poverty^ 
but to their eitravagtince and imprudence. They spend far more 
on social eud religious ceremonies than they can afford, and think 
little of a life-long debt so long as they can eecuie the gimtidi^- 
tion of the moment. Labour ie abundant and wageii arc high, 
and if any man* w^oman or child does net get all Msterbil wants 
fully satined, it is their own foult> 

“ Perhspe the poorest rkas in the district m the weaver olaia, 
whose trade has suffered bo aevercly from the competition of 
Manchester goods, Mr. Duke, the Subdivisional Officer of Serum- 
pore, says of them that they "eat twice a day pretty regularly* 
but in some oflees with oonridcrable difficulty.** The chief effect 
on them seems tube that they have to eat a eoaiser kind of 
rice than they used to eat and that they are moro hopdeealy 
indebted to their mflAdjhaa than before, m they am **little 
more than half as well off as they nsfid to be.** Many of them 
find work in the European jute mills in the Serampore snbdiii* 
don, end there earn high wages* hut the majority are too fond 
of their homes to leave them and seek empleyTEient elsewhere; 
they struggle on and exist, and are therewith eoutent. The 
enquiries mode in the jail by the Civil Surgeon support the 
general result of the local mofuasil enquiries, the conclusion 
arrived at being that the physioal oonditiozi of the artisan group 
was the worst* while the general health of eultiviitorB and 
labourers appenred about equal, 

“ The condition of the poorer classes iu thia district, eompfued 
with that of the flume elaaies in England, may anhadtatmgly 
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be deacribed aa euperior m every respeot. There in no such thing 
aa want or ftarratioti among them acd not one mdividaal who 
doea not know w'hen he rises in the Moming how or where he 
will procure food for the day. Their wanta are few and oftsUy 
eatisSod j the climate in which they live and all their Biirround- 
inga are eneirating and to our view demoralizing; ambitioii they 
have nonOf beyond the Immediate wants or wl&h^ of the day; 
but, judged from their own point of view and by their own 
standard, they are pro^roua and contented^ and I doubt not 
that there nro thousandB upon thouannds of the English poor who 
would gladly ohonge places with them. I have not considered 
it neceBsaiy to give any dgnrea in nupport of a conclUKon which 
is BO potent to every observor^ and which has year by year 
irapreased itself more and more on my mind mnee I came to the 
district nearly five years ago ” 

Daring a special enquiiy about the provdenoe of liqtior- 
drinkiiig in the districts of Ilooghly and Howrah In 1888, 
Mr. WeStmacott oame to nearly the same conolimon. The 
twenty years which have amee elripsed have producod little ohange, 
the Board of Eevenue remarking in their Adminislration Report 
for 1307-06| that “in the difitricta of Hooghly, Howrah and 
other portiona of Bujdwfin, the high wegoa earned in milk and 
faotoriee, aa well as the fertility of the soil and greater facilitiee 
for cornmnnicatioii, enable the people to maintain a high standard 
of comfort/* In one respect there has been on improvement- 
The recent movement in favour of ccinntxy*mHdo goods has 
given a atimnlos to the waaviog industry, eo that the condition 
ct the hitherto depre^aod claes of weavers haa improved. 

It appears too that the indebtedness of the peasantry is not 
so great aa ekowhere. Statistics of the mortgagea or loans cf 
cnltivators aio not available; bat in addition to cnltivatioD, they 
find so many avenues of employment, and are mostly so thrifty, 
that the peroentage of indebted nyota k believed to bo lower 
than in other diatricta of Bengal oaMde Howrah. Among the 
Kaibaittaa and Sadgopa loans and mortgages among fellow 
caflte-men ore common, but by thia arrangement the payment 
of exorbitant interest U avoided, and reasonable time k allowed 
for the repayment of interest and oapitsL In other cases loaoe 
are taken from petty shopkeeperSp but most tenants, thanks 
to the good prices they obtain for their produce and the iraus- 
ferabihty of their rights in land, get good credit from 
them. Landlorda, too, goueT&Uy avoid litigation with their 
tenants on account of the proviraons of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, YHI of 188fi| which ore weU known to the principal 
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coidTotoi^p Indeed, the Undlonk, vtho oome from the middle 
oleseeH and are more or lose merelj roat-peefliveiB, borrow more 
and ore coiD|iaratiTely more indebted tima 

Thoro ifif howoTer, a roveree side to thk bright pidnrOi Ae 
Colonel Crawford hae romorked: — the distiiot, aa a whole, 
is rich and proflporoua, it i& a prospority which k pxircbHeed with 
human liTea. The inbubitanta are efisantiallj, like the ooniee, 
a feeble folk. The fat aud fertile Boil, which grow^ groat eropa 
of rice in abandanoe, ia not the kind of conntrjr which breeda 
a race of strong mem . * FeTor ia elmad: oniTemL The 
fertile rice landa grow not rioe alone, but breed malaria with 
eqnal suooesa. . . The doath-rate U ootiriderably highor than 
the birth*ratOp and if it were not for the ednstant atrearri of 
imanigratioii of a more atimiy poptiXation from more healthy 
tracts elsewhere, the inhabitants would, in course of time, 
gradually die out.^^ 
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CHATTER XI, 

OCCUPATIONS, IND0STBIE3 AND THADK. 

In do difitriot of Bengal esoept Howrah h the proportion of 
peraone engaged in iDdoatriel oocnpatiooe m largo or of agri* 
culinrifite eo small. The Htatintica obtained at the eensns of 1001 
show that 53'8 per oent, of the popnletlon ore supported by sgri- 
oolturo, 20‘0 per cent, by varioos indnstrieet 3*8 per cent, by 
pnofessiOTifi* and 2^5 per cent, by tr^ide. Of the egrionitmiBte, 
rent-pay era nggregeted 503,061, or more than 97 per os at*, and 
the Dumber of rent-reeelvsra represented less than 3 per cent. 
Besides these, there were 4S,794 agricnltnrsil labonrera, of ^om 
24,604, or more than half, were aotnal worker^ while of the 
rent-payers and rent-reoeiverst ouly 164,009, or less than one-third, 
were aetmal workers. The foUDwiag are the numbera of 
actual workers among those engaged in the ether principal ooen- 
patioDfl :—General labourers (46|93^), fishenuen nod fiahnledlers 
(13,072), riM pounders (12,194), ootten workera UlvOdlJ , jute 
mill operatirea (10,932), servants (7|406), and priests (6^312). 
The proportion of nctnal female workers U generally eomewhat 
fimall, bat it ia over 50 per oent« in the case of eerrants, rice 
ponndcra and vegetable eeUezs^ nearly 50 per cent, in the caae 
of fishermen,, fiah dealers and gr^in dealers, and more 
than 25 per cent, in the ease of general labonreiB, The 
general prosperity of the GOnuaunity is mdioated by the oom* 
paratively ftavsU number of mendioants (4,998) and their de¬ 
pendants (2,072). 

Fiflhing is an oocupatioa followed by a oonsiderable number 
of members of the lower oastea, espedaUy B^gdia, Kaibarttae 
(Juliyn'i and Tiyars, for fish is always in demand. It is eaten by 
all classes, estcept YabhuaTae, widows of the higher dasgesj and n 
few others ; and it is one of the few Inanries, if it can be OEdled 
a Inumy, that the cultivator allowa himsalf and his family. Fish 
are plentiful in tlie winter montha, when the local enpply is 
eapplomented by imports from the Hooghly eatnaiy and the 
Fadmftf from Bihir and BhAgalpur* HeLce, except on mamage 
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{^^*Uod %ajjsd/i), tli0 price r^imiiiH fairly tmiform al tlile 
aonfloa of Ittj year. The price ia higher dimng llio raina^ whon 
are abundaatp but mogi cthor firii aro soaroe on aocotLtit of floods^ 

Various kiiidji of ftflliing implements are need, of whieh the 
chief are :—^in rivora and large flowing stroama, mdi jdi^ Anri Jd/^ 
and drag aeta ; ia singgieh BtreomOp haniboo weirs and cast nets 
ikfir^tjdl}; in tanka and pooda, oast nets and bamboo traps 
(/w/iij. Special implementa are need for cdohing hikd^ drA^ 
aftd niiid-tiali. such A-ai^ mdgt^r rtnd ttnL Fkliing with rod 
and lino ia p^jpnlar, the best hooks being generully impor¬ 
ted. Good hoolre used to be m'ldo at Dhani^khtlii but the 
workmen appear to have died off. 

Fresh fidi ia always preferred, but the lower ckaaes mt flah^ 
mofltly of the enmller kinda, ilriod In the sun (mlki). Fish 
nearing la practised on a small sc^Le. The iuipregnatoil eggs 
doaling near the ahillow edgea of a river are wllected and 
sold at the rate of Ka, S to Ra^ 8 per Adridi or large pot-. They 
are hatched in akiRow ponds, and tho small fry, when sufSciontly 
large, ura oaught* sorted and put in different tanka, or sold 
to hawkers, who carry them about for aide. and apawn 

are caught for this purpoee in the Hooghly and Damodar, 
a taak which gives the fi^ermon employment during th& aliiok 
season^ 

During the period of Mughal rule;^ S&tgocn, andp after ila 
dooUae, Hooghly^ wero tho chief ports of West Bengal aad^*^**" 
ooutainod emmeroae depots tor the maTchaiidisa exported by 
Europeang and otherThe goods wore mostly brought iu from 
tho mofussil, but in oourso of time several industries grew up 
in the towns and their neighlK)urhco<L Among the products of " 
the mofusfiU may be mentioned 01!^ sugar and gAl (often called 
butter}, wbioh were produced in In^e quantities. Coarro hemp 
and gunnies ore also specially mnationed as being exported 
from Hooghly In oonaiderable quantities, and they therefcrc must 
have been produced In nnmy neighbouiing villages. Both iu 
the mofusail and in the towns ootton*weaving and tusser-woav* 
ing flouriehed, Mr. W. Ckvell m hia Acc^n^pi Qf a/ 

speoially notioing that'*about Hugly there live many 
woavom who weave cotton cloth, and oottou and or 

of several sorta’\* Raw silt and wrought dlk wore also ex¬ 
ported from Hooghly; bntltisnot clear whetLer tfpoy wore 
the products of the district. It seems, however, cerliMn that 
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in the 16th md 17th eeiitnriofl it had tevoral rndigonom in¬ 
dustries of iniiwrtAnoe, which wort5 fostered and developed hj 
the trade of the Europeans. According to Tbomea Bowreji the 
Portugnefia resident in Hooghlj' town^ though mo^ly very pocip 
were also employed in vanoufl hindicraftsp ^ch is knitting 
stockings of fiilk and oottonp baking bronJ, preparing fiweot- 
meats from fruit, vik.^ mangoes^ orangca, lemons, ginger, myro- 
halaiia, etc,, and making pieklea from majigoea, lemons, oto>* 
They also made a kind of ehoofo - an indtiMry w'hioh has BUTvived, 
for even now small quantities of cheese, csllod Bandel ehooso, 
are made and sent to Calcutta. 

During the first half of the 18th century Europaau tiado 
and tho indufitries dependent on it flourished, for though the 
Engliab East Indin Company had removed their head-quHriefS to 
Calculi a, their trade wilh this distriet did not full otf materially* 
while Iho trade of the French increased considorahly- A chock to 
tins industriiil development was caused by tho inroads of the Msr- 
4thAfi and the wars waged from 1741 to 17 t^ 7, but with the 
establishment of Britikh supremacy after the battle of Plrpasey 
and the cc^ion of Burdwin and Hoogbly in 1760, a new oru 
began. 

During tho early yearns of British rule J1760 -1340), the 
principal industries and manuf.icturea of tho district were osnied 
on either tinder direct European supernmou, or -with ndvancffl 
made by European capitslistfi. The East India Company them- 
aelves traded in ootton, eilk and jute fabrics, beadee sngar and 
indigo, and had f^ietorica or oonnnercial rosidenta in the mofua^ 
eil for their Tnunufajcturo and purehsso. They endeavottred to 
retain a monopoly of this trade, and ^‘iQterlopers^’, i.#*, rival 
non-oificial Europeans, could not BOltle in the mofusail without 
the epeoial permifi^on of the Govomor-GeneraL These res¬ 
trictions were gmduall}’' rcbxed In 1703 non-offlcials were 
allowed to trade in all articles except piece-gooda and military 
and naval stores; in 1833 Purliameut deprived the Company 
oi all their commercial privileges j and by 1036 the commermal 
residendca of tho Government were abolished, thus opening up 
the distriet to private enterprise. 

In the distriot, oe now constituted, commeTcial residents of the 
Oompany were stationed at Gollghor near Magra and at Haripll 
in the Soramporo subdivision, tho factory having been mov^ 
there from E&jbulhAt about 1790. l^ch of the residonciea 
had out-fflctorios Buboidinate to it, the boundary between tho 
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two lioiog tho road pasarng from Xay4i9aiiii through Goltghor 
to BiirdwAu. Tho trado of DJwftugFinj oii th« 
np]>eara to har^ bcou oamod oa by river with GhitAl ia iho 
rofljidopcy of Radlifiangar, whieh iu I79r5 wa^ deeoribed as the 
po^. of the tatter plftco> aud of KMrpfti and Chaadrakoa& ^hoth m 
the Gh&tll flubdivifiioD of Miduaporo}/ Silt and ootton dotha 
appear to have beea tho chLoI artide§ of manufaeture, hut at 
Golighor a trade in hemp and jute was earned on- Silk nad 
cotton fahriee, to the aununl value of ten lakb^ are fluid to Lave 
hoeq TTinnttfacjtared under the patronage of the Company, but tho 
trade gradually declined, and the poet of resident was abolished 
about 1830, wliilo tho buHdings and sitea wore sold off between 
1830 and I83G. The mnin oauee of the ooUapae in the eotton 
iaduMry whe tho compatition of Manchester good^, which, it waa 
reporied, could be sold at loss thnn balf the price of the cloths 
made at the Company's factory* 

During this period ncn-olEcial EuropeaDS were mainly 
engaged in the manufacture of indigo, sugar and mm. Indigo 
apposmto have been introduced into the district as oarljas 1780,— 
aooordiog to one ucconut, by Mr* Priusep-^nd the indujdry 
must have been well established by 1793, when some cAteneive 
indigo works were offered for at Rishri*t In 1795, 

Rogubition XXIII was passed to settle tho relations between 
the lyots, the iDdigo-plantera and tho Government, Towards 
tho end of that century tho cultivation of indigo gradnsUy 
increased and a nuntber of faotories wero started in tho TuofnsfliL 
Tho disputes and disturbances oaneed by the planteia 

encroaching on each otheris rights led Govemmont in 1800 

to pass orders that no European should eetahUsh a new 

indigo factory in the neighbonfhood of an ciistiog one: this 

rale was not withdrawn tdl 1839* The natives, moreover, wore 
hostile to the indnstry* and as^ulta and riots were not infre¬ 
quent. During 1632-42, indigo foctorieft were in exiatence at 
Chanditnl4, Biiisberii, Hosnabid, Taldfl, Durgipur, Kalkapur, 
Melia, Peigfichhi and KhanySn, the last being owned {in 1^9) 
by a Bengali numed Durpa Nfiriyan Mnihaiji* 

Tho manafaeture of rum according to European methods was 
another indnrtry of some importance* Tho oarlieBt rum distillery 
of which there ia record wea built in 1810 at Bandch in apite of 
the protesta of the Prior, who expected that ite establishment 
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wuiild Imd to dniakon&o^ and iliBoider. TLe biuin^ 
prosperwl for som© years, tlie ram bcmg not only supplied to 
tho troops ]□ lodia bat also exported to Europe and Australia | 
and the fiale« in 1829 amounted to 61^028 gailons. Olber 
distiUeries sprung up at l^aUabhpur, PDddamdlngl* Dhfiagim, 
Eifdtiii Eonnsgar, Bankipur and Chandernagore, but owing 
to the fall in the priee of ram exported to Eumpe the indueiry 
boGome oxtinot about 184U. 

The manufflchire of chintz, which ia said to have been intro* 
dnced by Mr, Prmflep, was another industry which attracted 
European eatorprise. In 18S2 two factories esiked^ono at Rishri 
and the other at Cb^mpdini, but erentually the industry 
BQocninbed to the competition of tho cheaper Mancbeetcr goods. 
There was also a tob^oco faetoiy at Chinsura in 1&3G, which had 
been etorted by & Dutch firm^ Among amsller mduatries may be 
mentioned the manufacture of paper at Serampore, Panduli, 
Sitgaon and Bfili Diwinganj, and the brick kilns idong the bank 
of the river Hooghly. The paper of Plndu^ was of such repute 
that tho Magistrates of Sylhet and other districts frequently ixsked 
the Hoogkly Magistrate for supplies of ih 

During the latter part of the 19th century the two most 
notiooahle features itt the industrial history of tho distriot were 
the gradual daeUne {of aU the abore-meutioned industries, except 
the monulHcture of bricks, tiles and mrki, and the development 
of large Industrial oonoams, financed and managed by 
Enropeans ou Euro|^an liues. Among the Oi^rUest of the laitcr 
were the Wellington Jute Mill at BiBhifi and the Seratupore 
Paper MiU. The let tori the first paper mill in India, produced the 
WeH-taown bleached paper colled Benampuri i but it wae not very 
Buocesefult and ita btudiiess was transferred to the paper mill at 
BaUy in the Howrah district, which was started by a company 
in 1874. In 1866 tho India Jute MiH ms opened at Serampone ; 
in 1873 the Chimpdini Jute Mill started work; by 1888 tho 
Victoria and HBStings Millfl had been added to the number of 
jute mills t and all five employed over 11,000 hands daily when in 
full work. Other factories establiehed before the oloee of the 
19th oentury were a cotton miE iit Seramporei bone TmWa at 
Uttarpkra and Mogti, and the Victoria Chemioal Works at 
Konnogar^ 

During tho present oentury there lias been a revival of 
indigenouH industries, owing to the stimulus given by the 
moTejnont to the nao of oountry-made goods Cotton- 
weaving by means of hand lotms has ndvanoed diatinctlj, and the 
local weaveo are aiming fair inoomeo. Other handicrafte, such 
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as lOflaer-TroaTingp carpentry and tlie mantifjidnre of bell^mobl 
and l>nkBaware» have also benefited} thongk to a aomller extent. 
Another no^ feature IS a growing incliii^itiDn on the part of the 
Indian ootnmnnity to invest capital in manniaottiling oonocma 
managed ehiefiy, L£ not ontirely} by Indiana. The effect of thia 
movement is eeen m a cotton mill at Seramjiore} and in various 
brick kilna^ iurki milb and oil mills. 

All the largo fnotoriea now &t w-ork in the dMrict He within milt* 
the Serampore snbdiviEion} on the west bank of the Hooghly 
river* Tijey oonaist of six jute milU» one eotton n^ill, one bone 
mill and the ehemioal works at Konnagar. 

All I he jute mills are big oonoerne engaged in jnio aplnning ima 
and in jute weaving. Their sLzo and importnee will be a[ipflront 
from the following table^ There la also a jate mill at Gondalp&ra 
in French Chandemagono— 
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Only one eotten mill in at present at work} the Bengnl Coitiitt 
Lalahnd Cotton Mill at Mldicsh} whieh took over a working eon- 

oem, the li^kshm! TtiM Cotton Mill. In 1908 this mill employed i 

on the nvoTi^ge l}02tj hands daily and had over 200 looms with i 

2G}000 spindles, the onttam iu 1907-U8 being 31}617 mauada. [ 

The company was formed in 1900, and ban a paid-^up eapital of L 

Mi kkhs. The mill hna had seta of proprietora within I 

fen years, and la the only raiU in Bengal which weaves d^oiOt, I 

Another cotton mill, the Kalli&n} has been constructed at [ 

^tahesh and has reoeatlj started work. Both the milk aro r 

financed and managed ohlofiy hy Indians. V 

Two other factories are the Gangea Valley Bono MIU at otiic^r } 

ITttarp^ra for crushing bones, and the VietorirL Chemical Works * 

at Konnagar for mannf aoturing acids, various saltS} sulphateap ^! 

manures, dlsinfeetants and other chemicals. In 1908 they 

employed doily 303 and 108 hands, respectively^ and in 1907-4)8 | 

the onttnm of the former Tvas 13}3IS tons and of the latter 980 
tons. The Konnagar factory was formerly at Chitpnr and has 

been established on its present site for 14 yeAr9. " ^ 
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Brici KDd Bricks ere m»de the wosl bank of the Hoogbl j river 

aiTkiD^, ^rom Bausberi^ to Bally, and aLiO along the BaUy KJi^j wterever 
siiitable aoil h iotmd; ULee are ulao made in some of the brick¬ 
fields at Kotroog and other places. Namerous brick kiloe use 
a patent kdn iaveiited by Air. BuU| and employ a large number 
of liandfi in the busy BOftaeUt November to May, In 1907 
there wore 11 brirk-fieldSj each omplopng 50 workmeti or niorOp 
wbioh wcfo therefore oUe&ed a& {actoiiee. There are also a Wgo 
number of milla for pounding bricfca into ^urAt ; in 1907 lliero 
were 31 each milk with 50 or more workmen eoeh. 

Smmii Colton weaving, Eifter the cessation of the klaat India Com- 

iqiiititnDip commeK'ial opemtionsi laogukbed im consequence of the 

oompetition of imported piece-goods. By the end of the 19th 
century^ the latter bad alm^ driven the productfi of the local 
looms out of the market; the trade in looel yaniB was extinct, 
and oxccj^t in outlying traota the manoiactojo of all but the 
finest clothe oe^aed. The number of poreons engaged in cotton 
weaving decraafled by about 33 por cent, in 20 years, and tboso 
who clung to their old handier^dt b^d for tho most part to 
eupplement their eaminga from other sources, such as agriculture, 
Eorvice, etc. In the towns, what little w aavmg there was owed its 
survival largely to the use of an improved band^looni, known as tho 
Beriimpore hand^loom, which w?ib introduced from Chaudemsgore. 
Eecently, however, in conBequenco of the movoment 

and the preference for oountiy-made cloth w'hich it ijispired, the 
fortunes of the weavers bavo improved and they are now able to 
make a fair living. On thia point tho Jtagiflf rate reported in 
1907 ^*It appodis that while formerly the weavers byd to take 
advances from tjie inidillemeii and wore always more or less 
indehted to the latter, ihcy are now very much bettor off, and 
if anything, the middlemon are somotimes indebted to them. I 
levas told tho other dsy by the Proeident of tJie DwarhitA Union 
that a young widow of tho w'oavor who would formerly ha^vo 
in all [toesibility suffered groat privation, was now earniag Ra. 16 
or IT a month and mainiaiDiog herself end her younger brother 
snd Hiflter in some comfort. In DhomakhlU I was told that a 
weaver earns about Bs. 20 a month, and tho Subdivudoiial Officer 
of Seramparo reported that a w'eaver there earns Its 25 a ruooth* 
On tho other hand, a large dealer in Dhtni&kbAli was oompkinii g 
that ho Wfls doing leas burin a$s now thou before h bccanse now 
dealers from Cbandernagore and elsewhere ore coming to the 
villages, whereas formerly be and few others had a sort of 
monf^poly*'^ Under those circumstaneos^ though the yarns ore 
all mUl-made, ootton^woaving continnes to bo tho niost impiirtant 


OOOUPATlOh'S, ISDIISTBIES AND tBADE. 


183 


of tho S] 3 i;aU induHtiica of Hooghly^ nnd in 1006-07 tlio total 
Taluo of the outturn iu the Afiuitflgh euMvwoii pIods (where 
the fly-diuttle loom ifl not used) is reported to hftTe been 
Hfl. 14,1 &i600. 

Colton cloths flw woteii ia moeit large villages^ bat the ebief 
centres are —ia the Sadnr gubdiraaoD^ DhtiBiekbfili Tiaiitibazar 
and Khouy&n; in the Seraniporo sulxliTiflion, Seromporei HuripBl^ 
Dwirli&tftT KflitiLhi+Jaj nogar;, Kharaaraii Antporc and IlS}bcil- 
hAl; and ia the Aiamb^h suhdlvision Kilme, KMnikul, 
KriBbtaDagur and MSjaptir, besides French Chandernngore. Thw 
weavers prepare and gdmcfi^^dnj but fine 

cloths Ore ntado hI Sor&Tiiporej Hsrip&lj Dhaoifiikhali and Silmei 
as well Bs in French Cliaademfigore, The cloths made in the 
first itnd last towns are specially known ds Farisdaiig^^ 

The Titality of the industry in (Ms district* and eBpcci(Llly ia 
SerampoTOf la attributed to the use of an improved bsnd-loom, hand™^^* 
which ifl ELmply the old FuglUli fly-flhnttlo loom ia vented hj 
dohn Ksy and introduced in Seram pore fiom Chandernagore 
more 56 years ago^ The chief difioieuce between this loom 
and the ordinary country loOm k that it oontaiufl a string and 
lever nieohsuIiBin for pniJiing the Bhuitle backwards and forwards 
BCroK sltemato dieddings of the warp threads along the shuttle 
jninj whereas iu the oouotr)' loom the shuttle is peased by the 
hands of tho weaver between the threads of the warp. This ia a 
distinct improvement on the ordinuTy haud-loom, in so far as 
it leads to a great deal of oconomy in lubonr- The improved 
loom works twice sg fast os the ordinary country looms^ for 
whereas, with tho latter* a man can turn out l-J yarda per 
day, with the improTcd loom be can finish 3^ ^ y^ds per day. 

The Serampore w'c&vers have also adopted* in tbe formation of 
the w'arp, a Gimplo Isbour-flaving appliance by which 100 threada 
fiflji be l^d sixnnltaiieonsly instead of one or two. Instead of 
OHuig only one bobbiu and pisring the thread baokwardfl and 
forwards until the number of threads required for the width of 
cloth have been arranged, a bobbin frame is used oontsinizig a 
number of leols of thread* so that a full width or half a width of 
warp canho reeled oH at once. 

The 8 y*fihnttle loom has now been iuJopted by many weavetB 
in tho Hooghly end Seramporc subdivisionsj and efforts to extend 
Lie use in other parie of Bengal have been made daring the bat 
9 yoara, which are deacribed aa foUowfl by Mr* J. G, Canmiug:” 

Havell* the Principal of the School of Art ,. Calcfnita* took 
up the matter in 1601 . From that time, by leeturefl, lettan and 
adfertbemeuta* Mr* Havell did a great publio eorrioe in Iug 
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efforts to extend the use of tto Serampore fly-ahuttle loom, 

Govorniiieiit eirenlafod infitruotioEsB end sketches j IDi^riot SoEkrdsi 

were importuned to send weavers for trailing at Seremiiore | n 
factory for the mmniifactare of Serampore looms was started at 
Chineura^ first iipdor Ghoob^ Chaudhn & Co.* theti under Ghoeh, 
l thob under Hr^ P. X. Ue. The progress from ytfar to 

year was summarized in the District Board reports, and 
Mr. HavoU at ooo time was prsasded that 10,0U0 new looms 
TV ore Tvorking, and in Pebmsry 1908 w&s of the aamo opinioii. 
An examinatjon of tho correspondeneo in many of the District 
Board offices discloses that there was too much amateur work; 
and recect onqiiiricfi show that tho tew form of loom, notwith- 
stantUng the impetua of the itrad(*^n moTement* ht^s not been 
sufficiently attractive to the working weaver. - . Whot has happened 
ID Bengalis that in parts of Jessoro district and most of the 
Uowrah district, in the Sodar and Serampore sahdiTulons^ hut not 
in Iho ArambAgh subdivision of tho Uooghly districij and in the 
XlAciganj side of the Bimlw^n diatriotj tho Seramporo pattern of 
hand-loom has extonded. But X believe that it Tvas due 
more to inter-commumeation among the people themsclras than 
to officisl edoris to popularize the Scrompors dy-ahuttlo loom/^ 
Since these romurks were reeorded Goveramcnt has establhhed 
(in IDU0JI a central sdbool of Tveaving at Serampore in order to 
teach improved methods of weaving. 

tiJade in silk fabrios wag at first moiio|)o[ked by the E^iai 
India ^ Com^ny, but on their withdrawing from commeroial 
operations* it passed itdo tho bands of private European finuSp 
aud in parti^Iar of Messrs. Robert Watson & Co, It gradually 
declined owing to the fiuctualicg nature of the demand* tho ras- 
triction in tho mulberry-growing area caused hy tho Dauiodai 
fioodsp tho degeneracy of the silk-w'onus and their dying off from 
diseogo. By the cud of the century silk-weaving Tvng oonfioed to 
Boramporo and to a foTv places roand BMi Diwanganj lo. the 
Arsmbugh subdivision; whiloi even in the latter subdivision* n 
good^ many took up tusser reeling and weaving instead of w^ork- 
iDg in pure ailk+ During the last few years tho industry hns 
revived to^ some exteut os a xesnlt of fhe sicadedhi movement. 
Tho weaving of pure silk freon the mulberry cocoon is, however, 
px^ically eonfioed to Serflin|K>pe, where rilk cloths and handker¬ 
chiefs ore Woven on a suiaU soale^ Silk thread is prcKlaoed 
^11 j% mulK^ny trees beirg grow-n on I he banks of the Damotlar, 
KupnAxiy an and Dwamkeswar. The silk in spun in some fttiniil 
hlatuiea, but moat of the cocoons ore exported to the filatures at 
Qhatkl and elsewhere. 

i 
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Tlio w^amng of tufser silk fabrics ia an indn&try of mim 
importance in tbe Arambflgh eabdiTisioD. Tho ingt^r cooooos are 
broiight from Chot* Xlgpur to DfMlapgaTij and sold, fl^jwrtling to 
size, in tbroe ddba (bulge), (medinm) nnd Jiidni 

(small). Tho tmdois sell thorn retail to tho weavers and othois^ 
whoso womon spin the throada, ThrChid is also brought from 
Saltinpur id (jh^tal, and from several villages in Arambaghp 
Manikhiti llaipur and Salopnr. 

The weaving of the thread into cloth b iiamod on in thoTuim-r 
(Joghat thfina otid espedally in the viUagos included in 
Didongojij outpost, whieh adjoins tho Bishnupnr gubdivislon of 
the lliDkiir& dktrict. and tho Ghltil aubdivision of MidDapoiOi 
two important oentros of thotuBsor silk industry. The chief places 
at which it is imrried on are Biii Diwlnganj^ SySmbaKar^ Badjin^ 
ganjp KaynpAt, KslAgAchia and RAdhii,lHillahhpuT. Hie fabrics 
produced are sanSp dhoiis^ (auita coDEiating of a d/iofi and 
e/tdday)^ and tlress^piecos made to order. They iiro sold either to 
local traders, who make advatioes to tho weavers, or in the local 
mnrkets, or ore sent to the large Mitt held at Itlmjibanpur in the 
Grhatal suhdiviEioii and Eamkrialmapur in Uowrah towti. Clotlis 
of a euperior quality are called of four threads, two 

in the warp and two in tho woof, and those of an inferior quality 
derhiuti^ ie j having ooo and half threads. A course fahrio^ milled 
fnHAd/d or ia prepared at Badanganj from the thronds of 

pierced cocoons. These doths, whieh axo strong and cheap, are 
largely used by Oriy&s and MftrwArbj and are exported to 
Orissa and Calcutta^ 

Fabrics of mixed eiXk, txisser and oottonp known os 3 ~anffim^ 
arc made at Bali DiwanganjpirdeLyrajpuraod other villagcfl in the 
Arambigh subdivieion, from which they are exported to tho 
Punjab and United Provinoes* This industry dates baefc to the 
days of Magluil role. According to oolottr and au^p tho fabrics 
are divided into differant daaiCSp ^ stea^aji (red and white 
stripes on an orange ground), (with bLaok and orange 

stripes), sM-k/taia (black stripes on orange ground), pAutdm (red 
dowers on yellow or white ground), ot mj^sdi (red and 

white stripes on a yellow ground), and (in red and blue 
ehoebaj. The phaidrti variety b in the Pud jab for head* 
dresses or wobt-bands, and the other aiticles for making shirts, 
jackets or wraps for women, cspcciallj for wear during wedding 
ccremonioB. The trade b in the hands of ap^oountiy merehants, 
who have local agents for the purchase of tho doth. Another 
Fabrio eonsbtlDg of tussor and cotton, which b called ffarihauNtt 
(cotton^wembed), is sometimes mode to order. ^ 
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Kope* Ropo w madfl oo a fairly large scale from jut© and hemp, 

voikf. generally eitualod in tli6 largo giorea which 

fringe the East Indian Railway line between Ch mdornagora and 
llally, at pleoee sneh ns Klialfinij. Nabograni, Ohalriij Sankorpurf 
Bolonliaad Uttarpaiij Gnnny cloth ia mamifucturodatBilughat. 
RnM CD.) The chief centres of the manufuctuie of brai« and bell-metal 
uii-wi-tal are:—in the Sadar aubdinsion, Boinuhl, ^Ior4ihat and 

EhAmarparii within the Banaberia Municipality and Gholsari in 
thina Polbi j in the Beraniporo aiihdiviidoa, JiinSi nnd Chftmpa- 
d&ng&; and in the Aiambagh aiibdivUioti, IJili aud Eimiargaiij 
in thina Goghit. The different kinda of bniaaware are:-in 
BSosheria, Bunoere (lYAdw), bowU (boffni), jnga nnd toys for 

children; in GhoUarA, water-pots (/<rfdr); in Jaufti Belling reels; 
in Oh&mpAdanga botel-bosoa (/xdaoidAs}. Ordinar y ntoni^ila are 
made in BAli and EnmA^aQ]« and bcU-met • I ivure at lioiochi. 
‘Under thk head refetenee may bo made td the Nowtoiuan 
telescopea of hrsuia manttfaetnredal Ilooghly hy Messrs. S. E. Dhnr 
and BiDthoie. 

SHgiT A ooBsiderablfi aiuoimt of raw aiigar is maile in the villagca 

from ungatenne. The jnice, after being expressed, is boiied into 
a syiup called yuri which is sold locally and is not exported. 
The gur is pat into bastota for being drained and refined by a 
weed awned gn*j (Vailisneiia apirnlisJ. The [wrlion remaining 
within the basket, when dried, beoomea crystallised and forms the 
raw sugar of comnierce. If thoroughly drained and dried, the 
bleached sugar is called rfu/ci if imperfectly freed from molasses, 
jlAdr gvr. The liquid which is drained nwsy is known as molasses 
IjMd gttr or math gue\. The molasses ore utilised for the distilla- 
tbn of oonntry spirit or are used by tho poor. The (Ws and khAr 
qur era exported for manufacture into refined sugar. For pro¬ 
ducing sweetmeats the local confection cts moke a little refined 
sugar by boiling the coarse sugar aud removing the impurities 
wHh the aid of somenutk, Date iuioa is made into pa' and 
refined into sugar, end the same is done with palm juico, the 
crystaUine sugar (flueAAn) produced from it being highly esteemed 
for its raediciunl value. 

Pfcper. A few Muflabnans make a little county paper at Niyila and 
oJmisk. MabAuad near PAudua, at Eolahi in thana Polba, and at BaU 
Diwangauj in tbAna Gfoghfit. The mnuufactore ia almost extinct 
owing to ihe oheapucss and superior quality of mUl^mnde paper, 
but the local paper still commands a sate, at the rate of Rs. 10 per 
100 sheets, among Csknitta trsdeis for use as aooount books. 
Cupwir;. Chairs, desks and wooden boxes are made in oonsidorablc 
numbers by carpenters in French Ghandemagore, and in Eeotd and 
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Chiiifiua. Article* ef ebony, ohieflyhoofcflii tteias {nakfiaa), are 
mil DufactuTcd at ICam&rpokbur} Sripur, Undan^iij aod ^i»yap4t 
in the Gogbat tliana. 

C/ii&fm or “chickon" work tlrcmi tlio PerBiaii ehikiftf **;'^'* 
art embroidery) ie produced in boiho viSUigea in thiuas Dliania^ 
kLili (out poet Dadpuri and Cbanditiila, duelly by lluwlm4ii 
laiiioe. Tiiis ia orabroidery work, tte pattern boing first sketched 
out in paper and then worked io on the cloth, Ihe wort is 
popular with Suroposa liidtee arid is exported to SuropOf Aruerica 
and Australia by Caloutta doalera* Soma of the locd people also go 
to Amerioa, Soutit Afriea sud Australia to trade in ehikm goods. 

Good boeketa are made at May5pur, Bandipui and Magii, and 
serriceablo Tuiats and wickerwork aiticlee at Seram pi,iref llundipurf 
Alfr i j l3orai and in several villages of tho Arainbagh subdivision. 
Comuioii pottery is mide in every important vlllago of the 
district; the best known aitioios arc ttoea made at Kaidyabati, 
Bhsdreswarj Sugandhya and Chandemagore. Colour'printing on 
cloth is carried on at Soranipore, thfi.haadierehiefs prepared by 
tbo printers being exported to Uflugoou, Madras and ilauritius. 
Dyeing is also a prosperous industry at tho some place, It is 
reported that tbs dyors use European auiliue dyos. 

The earliest tnide oeutro in this district, so fur n a can be traced, Tisnn, 
was Tribenr, which even durirg the period of IGndu rule was a 
flouriahiug plaoe of pilgrimage. Under the early JfiwalmSo 
rulers it was tho head-quarters of the south west provinoo of 
liengul, untiL the seat of Govemmont was removed 4 miles iidaad 
to 8atgftou, on the Simswatl. Tlua truaefor nuist have taken 
place before 729 H, (1328 A,D.), for a coin of Muhanutuid Biti 
Tugldai minted at SatgAon in that year Laa been found. In 
oourse of time SktgAon beoaine an important entrepot from which 
goods, both looal and imported, were distributed over tho country, 
pertly by pack-buUocks but chiefly by bouts, It is not dear 
whether tbo town had ony sea-bon e trade, but pnobally it had, 
for Tamrslipti had ceised to bo a port, and the Ilooghly was 
deeiJ enough for the coastiog vessels of those days. After tho 
middle of the 15th century the Portuguese began to trade with 
Bengal and were att noted by SitgEon, or ee they wiled it Porto 
Kquono, U., the little port of the Ganges. This is dear from 
the remarks of the Portuguese historian De Dairos (fo-cfl 1580 
A,D.), who speaking of the Ganges wrote Its first mouth, 
which is on the west, is called Satigan, from a dty of that name 
situated on its Blreains, where our people cony on their myicaolil* 
trunsBctions.” During the oei tuiy tho trade of Satgion was at its 
lenith. The Bengali i>oem Chmdi of Kavi-kankan (chm IbUU) 
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bears testimony to its prosperity, and Coaftre doi Fedarici, who 
vijated the place nbont 1580^ romerked In the port of 
Sategan every yeere I de tlurtie or thlitio-fivo ahipa great and 
emrillp with ricOj doth of botubost of diverse eoites, looca* groat 
abandanGo of sugar, mimbolaiin dried and pnoiorved, long pepper, 
ojle of rensehiie, and many other florts of merchaijdlse. The 
oitio of Satagdn U a reoflonabto fair citie for a dtie of the 
Mooreo, abounding with all things." 

Oaietde Sitgion trade was mostly carried on. in held once 
or twice a week, along the Tiver bnik» Fedcriei deseribod the 
fiystem thusI was in thin kingdom four moneths^ whereas 
many marchantfi did buy or fmight boitea for their benefitea^ and 
nuth these bsrkea, they goe up and downs the river of Gangco to 
faires, buying their oommoditie with a great advantnge, b^uao 
that every day in the ivaeke they h ^va a foiiOi now in one place 
and now in another t and I also hired a barke and went up and 
downe the river and did my btisinefisep”* 

Before the Mughal conquer of Bengal in L575 the 
Portuguese had been allowed to settle at Hooghlyj 1 tuiloB south 
of B&tgaou, where they erected extensive godowns ; and ob the 
shipping was mostly in their handsp they suocoeded in tr.insferriog 
the sea-borne trade to this town. Hooghly , wrote Italph Fit eh 
(1588), ifl the place where the Portugola keep in the oountrey of 
Bcngala , ^ * andstatideth akagne froniSd;agan; they caUit Porto 
Pique no." Tho Am-i-AHf^ri (oompletod in 1590-7 A-D.) notices 
that the mir duties from bwilar-^^aH (port, dues) and tMUHchii 
(market dues) in Sttrkdr S&tgdon amounted to 1,300.000 dam§ or 
Rs. 30,000, and st ates that Hodghly hod become the chief port^ 
though Eoropeana still oarried on an import and export trade with 
Satg^on, 

Baring the first thirty yoare of the 17th cenlnify Sltgaon 
declined; and even the inland tmde was mostly diveHed to 
Hoogbly* OeoBflioaal notices of Sntglon and its commerce appear^ 
however, in the letters reeoived by the English Eaat India Com¬ 
pany from its servants in the East^ $ Mr. Bamucl Bradshaw 
wrote in 1610 J Nutmegs, Clovea and Msees sell exceeding well 
in Surratt, MuBulaputanf PipAy, Satfigau, ArracMm and diverB 
other plaeoa, ao that no great quantity be thither caniodr^^ 
Bftigfton was also referred to seYeml iimea by the English jkgeuta 
in Patna in eonnection with its quilfis. One letter says t — 
** I shah provide some qniltes of Sutgonge, wrought with yellowe 
eilke^ at rcaaonahle rates;" and another letter refers to specimenH 
of Sutgonge ” qnilts boug ht at such reasonablo rates. The 

* HftklnyPi tiff, Vis|. V, ^ 4|1. 
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Portugueeo trade with Sstg&on is also montioBed iu a letter 
from Patna dated 6fh August 1620;—** Thera ate lAtl 3 ’e come up 
dlTeis frigitta of PoitingaUi; fiom Sutgonge, whoso merehauts 
baye up »U they can layo hand of.” In these refeieuoee Sitgaon 
probubly includes Honghly. 

The trade of SAtgaon wns by this time of little vaIuo, nod the 
place derived what iiuportouee it hud from the Impenal custom¬ 
house being still located there. Hooghly is now repeatedly men¬ 
tioned QS the principal port of the Poitngue&e, under various names, 
tJolin* tioliio. Gollye. For exemple, in a letter of the Patna 
Agent to the English Company dated 3Gth November 1626, it is 
said *• The Portingalls of bite yearea have had ii trade hero iu 
Puttona, eominge up with their frigitts from the bottom of 
BengslU, where thoy have two porttea, the one oiUed QoUye, and 
the other PioppaHye, and therein are llcenceid by the Kinge to 
iohahitt. Oellye is theiro cheefest potto, where theye are iu 
groate multitudes, and have yenrlye shlppioge both from Mallacka 
and Coehino.” In fact, the export trade of the locality appesra 
to have been almost entirely in the hands of the Poitugueeo, and 
this Is implicitly ndmltted in sevemi tetters from the EagHsh 
Agents ot Surat. 

Id 1632 Hooghly was besieged and captured by the army of 
the Bengal Nawih, and though the Portuguese were eoon offer 
allowed lo return, their power wa> [rretrioTahly lest, Hooghly 
now become the seat of the local/eujVtfr nnd the Imperial custom- 
bouse was located there. The Hutch, the English and, Infer on 
the French, alsu settled in the place, so that in spite of the decline 
of the Portuguese power irado flonriEhcd. W, Clavell, the English 
Chief, in his account of the trade of Hooghly tl676), notleed that 
the Hutch exported nee, oil, butter, hemp, cordage, sail cloth, raw 
silk, silk fabrics, saltpetre, opium, turmeric, “neolses ” (iedigo- 
dysd dotba), ginghams, sugar, long pepper, bece-wa^^, etc. 
Besides cotton and tnsser cloths, which were woven by wesveia in 
the aeighlmurhood, silk, sugar, riee, wheal oil, butter, coarse hemp 
and gur nies were brought in from the adjoiniDg country. 
Saltpetre waa also brought from Bihir and apparently refined at 
Hooghly. The article* required by the Company w^cre obtained 
either by contract with the local merchants or by seudiiig out 
“ banians ” (brokersl with psaaca authorizing them to convey tbeir 
purchases free of custom. Passes for the goods sold to merchantaiii 
Hooghly were also issued to save the latter from having to nav 
transit dues. 

In the first hiilf of the 18th century the trade of the district 
continued to expand . The Dutch at Chiusura, the Freacb at 
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ChAndertiHgoTe, tho Ditnos a little below it at Diiienmrd&nga, the 
Oiitcntl (.'ompoiiy at BfiokibBsnir opposte to it, had eonKiileriiblo 
Beitlonioute, ai:d though the EngUah Company had ramoved tlioir 
head-quartom to Calcutta, they had agonta in Hooghly, where a 
great part of thoir purchasos were made The Imporinl cuatom* 
huune, moreOTor, was at Hooghly, ao that both »ca-horue and the 
ioteroal tnide had to pufia through it, to pty customa duty or to 
get free passea, 'I hi* amount thua lovi^ may ho rcolbed from 
the f ii<^ that in 1728 Sair BahAbaotiar^ i>., eirport and import 
duo^ on foreign uterebandiEe, yielded Ho. 3,21.975 at tho rate 
of 24 per value of tho goods, and, with the tolls 

on 9 suhordiaate statioda, realised Ba. 3,42,914 «iVvm 

rupees. 

Alexander Hamilton, who vidted Hooghly early id tho 18th 
oeotury, hae left an mtereeting defierijtion of its trade 1171^). 
“The town of Hooghly drives a great trade, heoauee pU foreign 

goods are hronght thither for Import, and uU goods of tlie Pro* 
duet of Bengal are brought thither for esportatioD. And the 
MoghuPa Parza or Coistom Houee la at this place. It aiforda rich 
csigoes for fifty or sixty shipfl yearly, besides what is carried to 
neighbouiiTig Connttios in amall vesaols, and there are vcesels that 
bring Saltpetre from Patna, above 50 yards long ai:d five broad, 
and two ami half a deep, and can esrry above 309 tons . . To 
mention ell the particular species ol goods th-it tHs rich country 
produces is far beyond my skill; but iti onr East India Company's 
Biloa, all the sorts that are sent hence to Europe may be found ; 
but opium, long pepper and ginger are commodities that 
the trading djipping in India deals in, besides tobaeeo and 
many sorts of piece-goods, that are not merehantablo in 

Europe.” 

T^de suffered greatly during the wnra waged between 1740 
and 1760, but revived with the cossioii of the district to the 
English in 1769 - The trade of other European ttstioDB fell off, 
except during the long wars £u Europe at the olcaa of the ISlh 
century and tho beginning of the 19th oentniy, when the Britioh 
wore only loo glad to ship their goods in ueatral vessels. On the 
whole, however, the 'volume cf trade was diverted to Caleuita, 
the fMult being that the «»> duties of Hooghly fell from 
Es. 8.39,548 in 1757 to Bs. 62,644 only in 1783. 

Throughout those yoara the Esst India Company held 
a monopoly of the aea-boniO trade -with India. Ko Britidi 
subject, either abroad or at beme, conld eugoge in it, 
except 'with the exprees perndsmon of the Company, 'while 
noU'-ofiBoisls were debarred from mtezoal trade by not being 
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allowed to reside in the mofnfiftil mthout iho epedhl penmssicin 
of the Govoruor-Grenecal. The only goDoml ersception to tho 
rule made id tho ca£e of tka eoDnuandam nod ofiioera of the 
ehips employed iu tho Compaiiy'a aenicie, who wera ellowed a 
oortflin proportion dl tonnage freight lioe. The Company’s 
European &eiY4^iLt6 iu Bengal abo traded privately in tka interior^ 
either with the taeit permiaaion of their atiporiora or oIiiDdeatiDely l 
hat lhii3 was ati infringement of the monopoly of the Company, 
which had factorica or ooinmeroizil roeideiioie for the maunlactnro 
or ptirchaEKii of exportable g«Jods^ at Golighor (aear Magr4 
ami Haripil in thifi difltrioL 

In 1793^ on tho roDOwol of tho Company's eharteri private 
individnab were permitted to trade in all artioles other than 
pieoe-goi.ids and military or naval atoree; and British resideDts 
in India were allowod to aqt for foTeigaera and to export ammally 
a oertain q^antity of goods in the Company "a ships, la oonse- 
quence of this nieasiire, the vidae of the Companyexports from 
Bengal feD from Its 1,14,09,151 in 1792-93 to Rs* 34^65,199 in 
1806-0^^; while the value of goods oxpoxted from Bee gal to 
London by private persons and by the Company*'fi com- 
maoders and offieera ineroafied from Rs, 84,08^800 in 1795 to 
Ea. ],31,97,400 in 1801. Tho artieloB usually exported on behalf 
of tho Company wore piece-goods, raw ailkt flaltpetre, sngar^ 
opiam, hemp andp ooeariniapUyt indigo, 

Ai3 the Company's sdniiiibLrative work inereased with the 
expanrioii of their territory* they withdrew more and more from 
trade. PDblio opinion in Eeghind also pronomsoed elrongly against 
the Compiiny'fi dual posdtiod as Governors and traders. By the Act 
of 183^ip re Dewing their charter for 39 years^ Parliament deprived 
it of all its oeramermral privileges, and by 133G tho eommemal red- 
deneioa and atiTmigi or fnotortea wore aboUBhed, losvidg private bade 
and indoairy free from any rivalry on the part of the Company- 
In 1827 the post nf Cnatoma Collector at Ilooghly was. abolished^ 
his duties being amnlgamnted with those of the Collect or of Land 
Eeveutio } and in 1837 the castonis duties were aboUshed. 
Figures given by the OuUactoi^ of Ilooghly for tho dktriot trade 
between 1819 and 1833 show a gradual iDcrense ld irs valne from 
Ea, 39*99,799 m 1819 to Es- 99,41,490 in 1833, tho exportfi 
oltvjiys largely exceOfUsig tho importa and being on tho average 
five to sis times as great. During the next sixty years (1840- 
1990) the trade of Hoogbly grew steadily- In the first, twenty- 
five yeoTii its grovrth w^is rapid owing to the oponing of the Bast 
Indian Eeilway. the naproveEient of roads and waterways^ and^ 
in a minor degree, the e^abUshment of steamer servinea along 
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tlie llcx^ghlj. Iq tho tieit thirty "five yezuM tte increnfle 
bIqWj for ihe people Buffeted terribly from Hurdwiiii 
fover. 

At the [ire^nt time the imde of the district h elmoBt entirely 
with Caleiittu and UoTiTah, the priiici[jal entEop-te being ooEDcetecl 
vii!h thow plHicea by road ox river. The chief exporta are: - 
rice arid paddy from the Arimbagh eubdivkion and flue rice 
from the other two sabdiviaioctii; pula^, vegetnblea oiid fruita^ 
sold at 8hoori|‘huli and BbadreaiWBtr; ootton cioths from the 
Senjmporo milK ^ad hand-loom elolba^ KpeciuUy thoee called 
FoTAfiilfit'ga; jnte, ropEm and gunny-baga from Ibo mills of the 
Serampore aubdiviaon; bricks arid tiles from the brickfielda along 
the llooghly; tiiaaer olotlis from Bili Diwingiinj; bmsftAvaro 
from Bin&beria; and fine aand qaarried from the SBxaawali near 
Mogra. The prindpal impotts are riee+ wheat + gM, salt, lobicco, 
apiees, jute, piece-goodfij kere^no oib ooal^ timber aiid lime. The 
crops of common rice and wheat raiecnl in the Sadax and Serani-^ 
pore EUibdivisions being inanflicieot for local omsnmptioPp those 
grainfi have to be imported from CBlcntta, Bihar and the neigh* 
bouring districta. Salt is br.:ught from the gi>id4 at Salkbia, 
kerofione oil from Bndgo-BadgOt jute from E&rtem Bengul, ghi 
from up-eountry or CaleuttEit English piece gooda, yams and 
apices from Galcuttai coal from Bnrdwin and MAubbum^ and lime 
from Buidwip and Sylhet. No reliable staiiatiea of importa 
and exports are available, but the general impreerion ia that the 
exports hugely exceed the impoits^ thus leaving a balauee of 
tr^e in favour of the district. 

All the xiparian towns have bexam or daily markets for the 
gale of goods, end so have msny of the largest villages^ 
MagragaiJj, Guptipari and Boirchi in the Sadar subdivirion, and 
Bhadreawar, Harip&l and Tmkeswar ia the Berampore sub- 
divirion. i.#., periodit^ marketfi held once or twice ia the 

week, are, how'ever, si ill common. Of these, the most important 
are MwUik K§sim^s Adf at Hooghly and those at Mabanid and 
Kajh&t in Polha thdiiaj at l^&ndoa, Dhauiakhili and Sheorfiphcli 
in the Serampore than a; at Singnr, Chnnditali and Biakhsla 
in ChandiLal& tb&oa ; at B^jbalh&i in Kristanogar lh&n4,^ at 
Krishnogor and Bondar in Khanaknl thaua; at Arambagh and 
at B&li l>!wangaoj in GoghM Lh&na. Bhadreawai' and Shooriphtdi 
ore the ohief marts for fruits^ vegetables and fish \ Mallik Kasim^s 
MagTiganj and Dlwaoganj for riee and paddy ; Dhaoiskbalif 
Seiampore. ESjbalhit and Btli Diwinganj for dotba, and Bill 
for tnsser fabrics, CoEBiderable soles al^ taka place at religioiis 
festivals of which the larged and the most important 
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Rre hold at MAbeah (Semmpojie) during tha ear fojitiYal 

nt Tarftietjwsr during the Siyaritri and Chirah featival^ and at 
TnbenT dariog the Utteirayana aud BAnmi featiYala, P&iiduA 
ako attraefa a oonaideii^ble uombor of Mnsalmin pilgiima in the 
months of Jannarj and ApriL 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

MEANS OP COMMUSICATtON. 

RoADi. Thr (tiiit Tnap fihowiDg rOEda in. the tract of country of wbiolL 

Old district fonns part is that of Taleatyn^ which was based on 

data coUecied hy the Dutch GoTomor Van den Bronoke 
(1668-64)p IVo roads are aotered on his map—ooop a PAdishahi 
or royal roadt eatteodiog throogh Bind win to Mldn^ipors^ and tho 
other^ a BmoUer imd, which ^riing from Burdtr5n^ pa^ed 
through Salim&bad and Dh&niAkti&li to Hooghly, The former was 
an irDportaut mititaij rontOp being osed by troope in the rebellion 
of I606f m the ruaich of BhujA-ud-dTn to Murahid&bad and bx the 
ware of All Vurdi Khan, Wiih these two oxcepticxDaf tho district^ 
when ceded to the Britiflh in 1765^ had no rood worthy cf the 
name, hut only fail-weather traohe hardly pasgablo In the rain a . 
Bridge a were few and far between^ and thoee that o^tsd owed 
their origin to the gonerOBity end publio spirit of some w^thy 
individual rather than to the Mughal Government^ During the 
next twenty years these tmohs were repaired and widenedp, though 
roughly and irr^gttkrly* Prom ReuneU's Atlas, plate VII 
(17701, it appHors that the moat important roads were those 
connecting SMkhift ^Howrah] with various places iu the interior. 
OnOf running northwards along the west bank of the Hooghly 
toAtubuA near Kihiat paeaed through bally, Allnagarj Seram- 
pore, QhirettI, Chandernagoro, Ghinsura^ Hooghly, Ban del, 
BaesberiAp Trehen!, Nay&aarAi, Dlrga and InchnrA, A secosd 
road paesed north-west through Ghanditala and DhaniikhaU. to 
Salimabud in the Burdwan difitriot i while a third went west 
and then north-west through Kristonagar and Kajbalhit to 
DiwEnganj. Between thcea main roads lay numerona crosa-roads 
connecting the more impoitaxit villageSp more than a do^n such 
orofifi-toads being eutersd in plates VTI and XIK* None of the 
roads appear to have been metalled. 

In May 1830 the following were reported as the principal rc»idi 
in tho district (Ij Bili to Kalnl r*d luchurA, (2) the Omnd 
Trunk Hoad from Hooghly to ihe north of India ri4 BurdwAu (3), 
the Old dienares road, (4) Ghiretti to DwAiMta, ^6} Bard win to 
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Midnapoie tia Eoerganj, {6J EUiptu via Siugor to Hooghl/, and 
EToo^hlj’ to Sh&atfiia r/a Polt>fi< The Magistrate repocted that 
those roftde wore oonatracted hy QoyemmeDt many yean hefore for 
ootnmemal and military pniposcw. It is oloar that, having mada 
the loads, tlxo Government of the day paid little attention to their 
nuintenanoe, in spite of niLmerone complointe. In 1796, for 
example, the Court of Cironit called the attention of the Governor* 
General to their wretched state and to the encroachments of 
zamfnd&rs and onltivators on the road-way. In ISIS a similar 
repreoBUtation waa made to Government hy the Supetintend- 
ent of Police, L. P.; and in Pehninry 1830, after an extensive 
tour though the district, the Magistrate of Hooghly reported 
that with the exception of the old BenareB end Grand Tmiik 
Boado, ho “eoconntered nothing deserving the name of a road. 
Thoroaghfarea are even frequently entirely obliterated, and I have 
made my way tn euocession to several vUiagos over no better path 
than a ridge through intervening paddy fields," The militeiy 
authorities were loud in their oomplainta, the justice of which Wns 
admitted by the Megi^mte, who in 1837 wrote that he could do 
nothing without fnnda. "1 am sorry to aiy that, with the 
exception of the great lines of eommunicatiou which ore kept up 
by Government, and which, by the way, are frequently in a 
^■tched state, no provision whatever exists for making or repair¬ 
ing roads or bii^O!! in the interior of the district . There is not 
a single road in the difitriet which a European vehicle could 
traveiso, while the niimber passable for hackeries in the rains aio 
lumentubly few.” 

Of the roods mentioned in the list of 1630, the Bali-lBchui* 
road was the old Muiahid&bad road, and the Burdwftn-MidDaporo 
road was the old P4dBhi!ii road, both shown in RonneU’s Atlas, 
The Old Benares Bead was a later addition, being eensl meted by 
Government as the most direct route to the Gpper Pruvinoe* 
The work was under the charge of Captain Eankin, who had 
to face a tiiuuber of difficulties, e.^,, we Snd him ocraplaining 
in 178^ of obetrootion by the B&mgarh snmlnd^ and of damage 
done by ryots, and asking for an order on the “ renter" of 
Bnrdwan for Rs. 10,000 and for p 'riednat on the samlndAra of 
PAnohet, Bishnupnr, Bnrdwan and Hooghly to supply him with 
coolies; this request wua granted by the Board of Bevenue,* 

Wtis in charge at least up to 1797, for in January of that year 
there is. mention of his being very angry with the Damga of 
Haripal for not getting him cooliee. lieutenant (afterwards 

■ BcoaB) Vkawfijit Bcccrdi, Fgl* I, lattan llS'lS, 8*4, 840-1, SfS. BSs, 
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Major) W. D*Playfdr, irho waa in from 1&10 to 1B38» put 

diiwn mil6-«4oiios and dmded tho road into 7 or 8 aoctiovB, euoli 
iindyr ft lOttd The rowd waa then 14 foot ^dOj but the 

Military Bo ltd rooommoiidcHl thftt it aliould bo widened to SO foot. 
In 1828 the road wia made owr to tho MagiMmtOi and two years 
Liter the then Mu^atrato, Mr, (afterwards Sir) Frederiok HalUday* 
reported to Qorerament the extent to wkien it had BTilfered 
from floodst oepedally that part of it west of the Dimodar. By 
1840 the troops had ceased to iiea the road, aud it had| at least in 
the flooded parts, beoome no better than a fair-weather track. 
Even thrc-e years before this only 32 out of o8 hridgea li^ero 
atandiug, aud their arohes were bemg fast worn away. Tlio d&i 
bnngalowa were out of repair, and the furnituio in them was 
being atolen pieoe by piece or going to decay. 

The road now known m the Grand Trunk Boad ia that run¬ 
ning from Howrah to Euidvan r^d Hooghly } but in the forties 
and fifties of the last century tbo name was applied to the rond 
from Cslcttttfi to Burdwftu r^d HoogMy town, which crosfied the 
Bh^lrathi at Pa Its Ghit. Still earlier» only the portion whEoh 
branched north-weat from Hooghly to Bnrdwan waa euUed by 
this name. Hooghly town was, in fact^ a junction, from wbkh 
one great route ran norlh-wcet to Benares, while another road ruu 
north to Kslnjl and then to Xadi& and Murshid^bAd along the 
Ganges. 

Xhe history of the present road begins in the early years of 
the I9th eentiiiy+ In 18U4, the riTer brnying enorooched upon tho 
portioD between Serampore and Chanderungoro, Mr. R. Bleehyndcn 
was appointed to snrrey a new aUgnmeni with 500 oouTiots under 
an European setgeftnt. In 1820 the part of the rood north-west 
of Hooghly was deaoiibed na yery indifforent. nad in some places 
next to impassable^ speeiuUy west of Panda A/’ Its reoonatmetiou 
was takon in hand eevcral yeiirs later; and in 1839 tho new 
road was Grrf used by izcops iu preferouee to tho old Benares 
road. The BajA of BtirdwAn in that year gayo Bs. 36,000 for the 
construction of a bridge acrc^ the Knntia Nullah at MagrA ; in 
tho following year the road was metalled between Hooghly and 
IfagrA j and by 1836 it had been extended beyond BnidwiTi* The 
work is said to haye oost fifty lakhs, and ia one of the monninents 
of I^rd William Bcntinck, who* it is said* wae nicknamed 
William the Conqueror because pnrtfl of the road were metalled 
with kankar f 

The older road to MurshidibAd rid Inchuri and K&luA was 
also much used by troops and travellers going to KadU, Mniahi- 
dabfid isnd Mcnghyr, It was apparently uiibridged at fiiat, bn^ 
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in 1828 Prin £riiihiia Haldfir, jtMiiTiidir (tf Jagdieparj gfiT6 
Ea l{j,000 for a pueea bridge over ihe Saraswali at TVibebi. 

Pran Kriabua ITaldflr wee feivarded for LU liberality by the 
Govetuor-Getieral eUowiog him to poet 6 eepoya ea sentiiee at tlie 
gates of hia house. A auepensioii bridge was ftlao ooUKtracted at 
hlayisarai froiu mooey Titieed by publio sabaciiptioDa; but both 

btidgee were swept away by a flood ill August iSM, and it was 
Bot till 1839 that the Court of Diieoloia penoitted the surplus of 
the herty Puud to be expended iu recouatniotiiig them. 

Begarding the rood from Hooghly to Dhaai&khalip 
Mr. Toyota write®:—■* A very epeoial interest attaches to this 
road, as it was maiiily ooastruot^ by funds raised by pubHo 
subsenplioD, and because u the eopemsioti of the expenditure of 
those faods by a oommittoe of Indian gontlemoo we have Ihe 
germ of Hie Bo,.d Cass Committee and of the Loonl Self-Goveru- 
meut soheme, which was brought to mstnxity some 50 years 
sfterwiitds,” The amount raised was between Ks, 7^000 and 
Ra 8,00(1, sud work was begun in 1838, the Hagistrata appoiat- 
ing “l ooran Babu, sejuiadur of Maklialpure, ChAker Bam 
Singh of Dhorampore, atd Boy Eadhagabiuda Singh of Hiiti- 
abab^ to saporinteud this groat publio work, to see that the 
mcmey of tho subiieribers is well laid out, and to settle all disputea 
which may aiiso regarding kad." 

Oatfflde Bmaioipal areaa tho niacflgemont of the publio roads Mod,,* 
rosta with the District Board, which provudea the funds for”"*** 
their maintonance except in the case of two PioviBcial mada 
Whiqh are nmiutaiiied from the Provineinl Fuad under the 
supervision of the Engineer of the District Board. These Pto- 
vbcial roads are (1) the new Grund Trunk Rood from UtUrplri 
to Pdta Ghat, 12 miles oj furlongs long. Its average width is 
25 feet, of wUoh 8 feet are metaUed with stone, except Si 
mthin urban areas, where the motolling U 1:3 fs,et widej 
it oioBBf» the Dinkuni drdinsge obaimei by a small bridge 
This is an old road shown in Ronnell'a Atlas, slightly altered at 
plaoea. i2} The old Grand Trunk Road from Palta Ghat, r/a 
^ghly and P4ndui to Buidwsn, with a length of 38 miles 
vrithin this diatnot, while 3 miles pass through tie territory of 
French Chandernogore. It has a width of 24 feet, of which 
8 feet are metsUed with atone and laterite; it is oarried over the 
SaiQSWdti at Satgaoii and theXunti at Mugri br iron lnidi 74 ia 
This ia the old road from Ghiretti to Benores S 

The District roads ue grouped under three heads, via., ©uuid 

metsUed, unmetalled aud viliage roads. In 1908 the District®®^ 
Board had under its direct oontiol 512 milGs of road, hf which 
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B early 80 milefi were metalled^ Twenty roada were partially 
metalled or metalled throoghcnt, nine being metalled thronghouL 
Mod: of the latter are ahort in length, the principi^l being tbe 
Faadnt-KyDa road (13 inilea}^ the Ult4irpara-IUlipnT road (41 
zDike}» and the Arainbigh-NayABaT^i rond (6 milea) The 
metatliDg h danjilly 8 feet mde, and eoDslata of atoDo^ hn^k 
03f both* The amoUor reoda are usually 10 to 14 feet wide 
and the larger roada 14 to 20 feet ; bat the width rigee to foet 
in the enee of old roacU like the Benarea and Niigpiir roadai 
while the metalled road from Chanditidil to Janil (I mile 2| 
furlongs) ie 30 feet wide. The meUUing b oxpen^ve, repaira 
alone ootitingi in I907«08^ lia. 44B per mile ob against Ra. 4o m 
the of umnetallad mada. 

The Difltriet Board roada converge chiefly on the through 
roada^ euch as the Grand Tiunk^ Old Bonciies and Bnrdwan- 
Miduapore roids, and on the ripaiiaD towna on the Uooghly^ 
(wMoh are aerved by the East Imlian Bdlway)* or act as 
feeder roads to the braiiob and light roil wuiya The best roods 
ate the Crrand Trunk Road and those joining themt wlnoh^ even 
where iinmetaBed, admit of wheeled IrslEo throughout the roins^ 
The roads in thana Qogh4t sre also in good eondiuon o^ing to 
the kankariferoaa soil, and cost comparatively little to keep tip. 
These in the mterior of the 8adar and Bommpoce subdivisions 
are much cut up by water channels, and, being generally mSmetaU 
led, with a surface ooropoaed of sticky earth, are hardly pafisable 
during the rains. The worut mads, however, are those lying in 
tbanus Arambftgh and Kh^nftknl, whieh are not only mtcrsectod 
by uumemus ehannels, but akp e:£peeod to the aimuul floods of 
the Dimodar* Hence, for half the year, wheeled trullio is next to 
irupofi&ible | the roads are few'er m number than elsewhi^re | and 
their upkeep is more toatiy* 

The principal Bistriot Board roads arranged according to 
subdivisions o re as follows. In the Sadar subdiviEioii:— 
(1) Chioaura to Khinpur rid Dhsniikhali, with a length cl 
24i milee, of which 11^- miles ore metalled, with tlxreebridges over 
the tiamswai], the Knnti and the Ghia* This is the old road of 
1838^ (2) Hooghlj to Majnan, 18f miles, with a bridge over 
the SaraBwati and two bridges over the Knnti. (8) Ohaka 
Singh's road, from tbe Grand Trunk Hoad at Miigra to Khinpar, 
Sli milee^ with three bridges, of which two are built over the 
Kantnl and the GhU. (4) Fandui to Kilni tid Inchurl, 
13 miles, metalled througbont, with a masonry biidge, over the 
BahoU and a suepention bridge over the Begnl. (5j Boiuchi to 
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DaE^b«r& tia DlKtnUkhAli, 18} mileB, 'with 0 bridges. (6) 
Dhftni&kliAli to Harip&l in 8or»iapore, Of milefi, of 'wMch 
7 iziil«s Br$ motalled, 'vrith a maflooiy brid^ over Iho K&na Kadi. 
(7) Ch&udaraagoiro to BholA^ 12 miles, witli a mssoaiy bridge od 
tbe Sara swat 1 . (8^ Hooghly to'.Satgaon, mile& (9) r&DduB to 
Kalyanpart nearly 8 miles. (10} BamnathpiiT to Har&l, 0} nuloa. 
(11) liiobai& to Bidigarh, 6 milai. (12) DamnrdA to Balagarh, 
7 miloa. (18) Triboni to Glnptip&i^, 16} miloa, 'wilh an iitm 
soapensioii bridge at KayaaaraL This road is a put of the old 
Mar^dsb&d road vta Ii]Qhiii&, (14) Sheya to Alwflin. rui 
Malip«r&, 8 miles. 

In the Serampoio eubdiristoD:—(IS) BaidyabStito Tuabeswar, 
21} miles, of which 10 miles are metalled, with 5 masoiiry bridges, 
of whioh Olio is ow the K&o& Dsmodar. (16) Nabagi&m to 
Charpor, 18} milea, with 8 masonry bridges. (17) Koooagnr to 
Kristarflmpnr, 9} miles, Trith one moBoary bridge. (18) Uld 
Benares road from DevipirA to Kbattil, lying partly in the 
Ariimb&gh eabdivision, with a length of nearly SO miles, of whioh 
only 4} miles are metalled; it has one wooden, one briok and one 
light iron bridgo. West of the Dflmodar, the 23id mile is very 
sandy, while from the 35th to the 3dth milo, the road is a mero 
track, being washed away every you by the Damodsr floods (19 
and 20^ Bhadreaw'ar to Kssibpar, and Nnsibpnr to Janti, 13 
miles (21) Dlrghaoga to Siogor, milea, with s light iron, 
bridge sod a small arched bridge, (22) G'sngtdharpiu to Naw&b- 
por, 8 j milea. (23> Singtir station to MssAlj 6| milos, with a 
wooden bridge. (24) (raja to Bajbslhit eii Dwerhlti, 7} mitea, 
with three bridges inola^iig a timber bridge over tbo KkoL 
Damodu and an iron bridge over the K&aAbaiid Khy. (25) 
Antpnr to Sitapor, 7} miles, vdth a light lion bridge over the 
KhorigAohi Kh&l. (26) Masit to Bhitpnr (Howrah boundary), 
6 mileB, 

la tbo Arimbagh sabdivirioa the principal roads ue (27) 
Arimbtgh to NaySssrai (BordwSn bouuduy), fl miles, metalled 
througbout, with two arohed bridges; in the runs iluB is the only 
pa^ble road to Burdw&n. 128) AxSmb^h to UdiAjpui 7| milea. 
(29) Ar&mbAgh to Tetulmari, 17 miles, with a masoaiy bridge; 
this is the old NSgpnr road. (30) Pundait to Maodali (Midoapore 
boundary), 15 } miles This ia the old MidaaporO'Biiidw&a 
road. (31) ArambAgh to Arandi, 5} milea. (32) UlyApur to 
Jagatpur rid KhADikul, 16} milea; the greater portion of this 
rood is ander water during tho raina (33) Bigdas to BAli Hat, 6} 
miles. (34) Qoghat toKnmirganj, 7} mile^ 'with a timber bridge 
over tbe Baghubiti Jalla. (35) Badsoganj to Sutnrohak, 7 mUeit 
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vsiiigfl Th© village trhidti Brenniider the Xjcwal Boartk, are fnii 
weather mada iolended fei eonuDuuicntion between impeTtapt 
villages and mu'kete Severnl of them in the AriTobligh and 
Seranipore aubdivtaiona are 5 to 8 milea in lengthy nre provided 
with oalvert% end have an average width of 10 to 12 feet. They 
ore thus nearly eqaal in Importanee to the Bmaller District Board 
roada. In 1908 there were 190 village roads under iho HoogLly 
Local Boards 75 under the SemiDpore Locnl Board and 51 under 
the AranibUgh Lociil Boarci—in all 816, with a total mileiige 
of eouio 600 miles. The average ooat of ropaira In 1007-08 waa 
Ea. 15 per mile. 

liatpfletipu There ia a cirouit-hoiue at Hnoghly, formerly the residenee of 

wfT the Judge-Magistrate, Mr. D. C. Smyth, which was pmrchpsed by 
Govertiment for Bb. 16,000 in 1856. The soeond storey of the 
Seiampore aubdivisional court ra used us an Inspeetioii bungalow. 
The Biatrict Board haa iiiepcction bungalows at the following 
placefi;—in the B&iar etibdivision at InchtirS^ Pandni, Magra 
(attached to the poet-offleo bungalow) and Dhauidldifiii; in the 
Serampore Hubdiviaioii at Ilaripal, DwarhAta and X^srAhes- 
wat; in the Arambngh RabdiviHioQ at Arambaghp Muyapur, 
PareuiAp KhAn^kul, KomArpuMiur, Eumirganj, SjAmbo^r, 
and Burul Chanmstha (a hut). The land on w'hioh the 
TirakesWiir inBpeetion bungalow was built was given free of 
cost by the Habant of the temple. The more important 
railway Nations, auoh aa Seramporet SheoraphnU, Cliaudema- 
gore, Bindel, Faudna, and TAiaheewjir, have waiting rooms for 
psEsongem, 

CnpToy. Until comparatively recont timoa roads were few id number, 
except in thAna QoghAt, and generally only pafiSiible after the 
raias. Horses were mre^ being uaed only by MusakuAus or np- 
eountry men. Elephants wore still rarer, being only occasionally 
brought down from Northern India by Musalman UoTeruors or 
the chief r^amludArs. Moat traveUera went on foot, bat the well- 
to-do used itf,, crescent shaped litters covered with 

camlet or Bcarkt doth, and home on poles, to which they wero 
attached by iron hooks, they resembled the moderti chffnrdcfAs^ in 
whidi brides and bridegrooms are now carried in the mofmail 
They were eventually replaced by } or palanquids carried by 
bearers chiefly Oriyfis or BAgdis. Pnikis were at one time regarded 
as insignia of mik| in the English factory at Hooghly 
one pnlanqnlu was aFoived for the Chief and another for the 
second Factor, while iu eubordiiiate factories only one palanquin 
wsB allowodp and that was rceervod for the Chiefi. We ejo further 
told that Muiuhid Kuli KhAn, NawAb of Bongal, forbade tho 
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iiae of liy HiaiJii s^irijcdiro.* BuUofnk carfa we^ alao iiac 4 
by respect able people^ ond a deaciiptioo of I he Engliah Governor's 
procossion to tile English gaides^ 2 lullos Eorth of Hcroghly, 
states that the meaibers of the Council followed him m large 
coaches drawn by oseo. Eeepeetable Indies were carried io 
palanquiris or covered ballook earts. Goods were brought to 
the towns or luorkets by coolies or pack-bollocks. All thcsse 
kinds of conveyances have survived to the present deji but have 
been supplonjented^ and in towna largely repbeed, by the 
fatniliHr iftrkd f/Sr^ and bicycle* 

The river Hooghly has been frotn time immemorihl a Wim 
highway for the commerco of Western Betigab ITie Biraodar 
and Eupnftrayaii are also waternnsys of importiinoap while In 
the rains alniost all the creeks and chan cels are able to oarry 
boats of at least 10 mauuds harden. Heuee^ during these niODth% 
when most of the roads become itnpsesahle, bouts axe eoustoally 
in use. 

Of the ntrsnerous rivers and creeks {khd/a) boundiug or Riven 
intersectiug the dietriotj the foUomug are the most important 
{1} the Hooghl>% navigable by bouts and ordinary river steaniere 
throughout its lergth along the district, 50 miles ; (2) the 

D&modar (25 miles), navigable by boats up to 1,000 msuiids in 
the rains; (3) the Eupn&riiyBn^ navigable, from Bandar downwarda 
to EAiiichbk (6 miles), by river steamers in the rains and by boats 
of 20inaaiidft at other times of the year; {4) the Dwirakeewar and 
Dholihisorp 20 mileadonii to Bandur. uavigablc by hmts of 500 
nmundfl in the rains; (5) tho Behula KhAb 15 miles, by boat# of 
got) Tnannds iu the rains j (6) the Kuntl KhAl or K&ni Nadi, 40 
miles, by small boats for about 20 miles up to its junction with 
the Qhi&, and by large boats of 500 manods thronghout. its course 
in the raios ; (7} the Saraswatl^ 22 miles, by boats of 100 maunds 
in the raif.s; (8) the DinkntiL driiinage ohanuel by boats of 20 
maunds ; (9) the Bally Kbal, 8 miles, by boats of 10 luaunda in 
the dry season and of 50 mauuds in the rains; (iO) the Mundes- 
wail or Kanl DwArate^swar, from Bandar northwards for 10 
miles, by boats of 100 mauuds in the lainsv 

The country boats now in use along the rivers and streama Coamtry 
are much the same as they have been for oenturiea puat* ^u- 

Among thorn may be mentioned budgerows or ** gteeu boata,** 
r.ff,, flat-Wtomed boats with a moftt and low-roofod oabin ; 

Wrirs or country boats of light draught, with broad bows suitable 
for carrying goods, and Mau/ffa or emaUei f s., pae^agor 

* R!jmxi]-i-S«EAbia^ lra£dUt«d by Msulsvl Abdat 2AS. 
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tottta wi(h s oabin. Tho moat ootamon boflta^ however, Are 
the iTfitpi nnd doHffd^ which haTe been in use firoro time 
immemoriiil both for fishing and for carryipg paefieiigera end 
goodfl. Djftgds or dng-oata are scooped oat from n dogle tree 
tmok. mango, sdt tjree, eotton or palm. Thej' have a oapa- 
dty of 3 to 2d maiiTidfi, aitd ere maanged by one or two men. 
They may he bs lurge as 30 feet long tmd 2§ feet broad, add can 
carry, if deceBsaiy, more ihan 16 men. The dingi is 25 or 30 
feet hy 4 feet^ with m arched roof of mailidg in the middle and 
a bamboo It is UBaally managed hy two meo, one at the 

bow ai d the other at the at era, aiLd its aTerage burthen ia 12 to 
15 manade. These sniidl boats ply in tho interior during tha 
roina and for eeTeral motithfl after the raide, until tha ahanbelii 
dry up. In timoa of flood tempormy rafta, made of three or 
four plantid atema, are aaod for pasaing over eireama. 

Formerly ahipa^ sloops and pitidnoes afioanded the rirer 
Hooghly aa far np as SltgaoD and Hcoghly^ and mention la also 
made of bigger vesaela like men-of-war oomiiig up to Hooghly 
and ChBjjdor&ngore. As eirly na 1828 a lioe of steimiera 
nid daily between Hoogbly and Caleutia, currying the mails 
and OijIliDg at Chinsnra* Chandornagore, etc. At pr^fient there 
is a daily servioo of Eteamem, bolooging to the Calcntta Steam 
Narigation Companyi betweaii H&tkhola Gh^t, Calcntta and 
Kllrtftiti Bnidwin. The Reamers are elem-wheelers of %hl 
draught, and curry paagengers nod Emaller goods They leaye 
on W 0 ek*diijat tonchiiig at Uttarpiri, Beramporet Shnor^phnlij 
Bhadrcawut, Chanderdagoco^ ChinBump Hooghly, BanabariA, 
Tribeni, Sije^ Jiret., Bilpnr, Somr& add Gnptip^ra oo the west 
bank. Thia line ia a conveniedt one for pa^ngefs for Tribeni 
and ploeea further np^ ps they aro eUnated at some distance from 
the E«iBt Indian Ruilway, which from Magra junctioii diverges 
ftWay from tho river. On SEindaya a iteainof of the same 
company leaves llir Bahar Ghit (Culcntia) direct for Hooghly, 
string at noon and retnining before doak^ Another line of 
steamers runs from the Armenisn Ghat (Calcutta) to Ranldiak 
in the Midnapore dMrietf opposite the poLat where the bonijdaiiea 
of tho IIcMjghly and HowklIl dlfitricta meet. This is the most 
convenient way of reachieg Khanakul and Krishnagar* 
During the Hammer end tho btter part of winter, these BteamerH 
stop at Teyftlis Ghit, a mile below Il&nichak. In ihe raiofl amall 
stoamerfi go np to Ghatfll, touching at Bandar in thiH distriot. 

There are a ntunbor of feriiefl acrc^ the Hooghly, most of 
which belong to the zamlndarB end the muuicipalitiefl* Two 
only hate been made over to the JHalrict Board of Hooghly, viz*. 
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that at PftltA Ghat and that at TolinipiTaj of which, iho firsst m 
Yaluahlot havings an avi^riige rental of moro than three thoonaad 
rapeee. It h is four country boale for paaseugen^ and two for 
cattle; while the eecond has n green host and two ordiuary 
couutry boats for poRfiongers ^nd cattle. On the Old Boores 
road there is a ferry at PaTstira atuoss the Oamodar, which plies 
only ID the rains. Further alocg this road there are forriofi at 
Balaranipnr^ at ILu rinhholi and SodpuTi where it efosses the 
Mnneswari^ And at Ilaraditya oa the kh^l of the Baioe name 
The AssdhhoU ferry on the Burdwin ItidnciporB roadt though 
dccliired a pablio ferry, has not been farmed ont, na the stream is 
generally fordahle iu oil seasone. Tho followirpg h a ]Lt ehowing 
municipal ferries nud the proportions in which tho proceeds aro 
diridod:—Hooghly Bazar and BabngaDj (ftha to Hooghly 
and fths to Naihiti)^ Ninipiitala iholf to Baidyabiti and half 
to Gk>vemment); Kauhaidiw^autala, Court and Jugamiath Ghit 
(half to Semmpore ai-d half to Govommout)* and Uttsrpaiai 
(half to Uttarpftr^ und bilf to Goventinont) . 

The main liue of the East Indian Hallway entom the dJatiict 
at Uttarplra, crosyang the Bally Khil by e large iron bridge^ and 
loanee it a little beyond Boinchi, It has a length of about 41 
miles in tho district, and in this length there are IQ ^utiona. 
There are also 2 brunch linea, viz.^ from SheoraphuH to 
T&mkeswar ^33 miles] and from Bandel to Nailiati (d miles); 
whtlo snothor Large branch from Bandel to Kdt^ is under 
eonslrudion. The Bengal Provincial Eailwey from Tribenl to 
Taiakeswar, 33 miles long, is praotiooHy a feeder to the East 
Indian BsilwaylinOs w^liich it erofises at Magra jimdiou. There 
are also 2 small linea in the aonthp ylz., the Howrah-Shidkhald 
Light Bailw^y and the extension of the Hewrah-Arut^ Light 
Itailwaj from Barg&chhia to ChdmpAdanga, 

Tho Eiiist Indian Railway line fpom Hownh to Hooghly was £ut 
opened for paseeeger traffic on loth Augu^ 1854^ and was ex- 
tended to Pdndnfi a fortnight laterj and to Binfgatkj in Fobmary 
of the following year* Amorig the suhfiequeut odditiona to the linOj 
the following may bo mentioned :—(Ij The opening of a branch 
line to Tar^oewaf, a noted place of pilgrim b go. The line was 
constructed by privafe enterprise and houded oTcr to the East 
Indian Railway to w-ork on the Ist January 18S5. (2) The 

eonetrudioa of a branch line to Noihati (3 miles) on the Ea^ern 
Bengal State Railway oTer the Jubilee bridge at Hooghly* 
This great bridge^ as yet tho only permanent bridge orer the 
Hooghly, hoa a length between abutments of 1^300 feet and is so 
called becaiiBo it was opened by the Yioerey^ Lord Dn^exiai in 
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the Jahilee year, I&87* i3) The ooostnictioD of the Hooghly- 

Katwa bmndi^ Ga milea long^ which la sow in progress, 

^ The Bengul ProTindsl It ail way line, on the 2 feet 6 inches 
woa huilt by a oompany formed through the e^eitiooa of 
Mr. A. L. Ewy. The first eedion from T^rskeswar to Eaaua 
(13'5 mileflj opened to in 1894, the eecond aediDD from 
Baati^ to Mngra tl813 milea) in 1895^ and the third section 
from Magri to Tribeiii (2 15 miles) in 1904. This railway 
line ia financed ^-nd m>inaged by Indians. There are altogether 
Jfi aintiooH on it, end through coTumnnication with Calculta is 
afforded by a jetty with a gangway at Tribenl, which cfonnecta 
the line with the steomera of the Caleutta Steam Navigatitso 
Company. The working of tho line is eenied on under the 
Bengal Tramways Act of 1883 and la governed by two cootraetfl, 
one relating to the main 11 mo concluded with the District Board of 
Hooghly in 1890, and the other concluded with the Secretary of 
State for India in 1994, by which a feee grant of Land waa given 
for the Tiibenl extenaJon under oertnin oouditiona. 

The Howrah-Shiakhala and a branch of the Ilowroh-Amta 
"^***l»- Ugijt railwaye traverse thanas Chsndital& and Kristanegar in the 
Serampore Bubdividom Both are on the 2 feet gauge and st^irt 
from Howrah^ The lino to ShiakhalA is 19 miles loug, of which 
more than 10 miles are in this district^ there is also a brauoh line 
with a length of 3 miles from Janfti to Chanditttla* This lino was 
opened np to Chauditela in Angnsi 1897, and up to Sbilbh^ in 
November of the same year. The Hooghly District Board him 
given the company the use of its roafla for the line and guaranteed 
interest of 4 percent on the capital; in return for theao eon- 
eesdotiB it receives half the net profits above 4 per cent. On the 
Howrah-Amta line there is a branch from BargachMi station 
to Chimpfidinga on the Dimodar, which was opened io 1998. 
Both these light railw'aye are under the management of Messrs. 
Martin end Company. 

Fost In 1907-08 there were iu this distriet 341| miles of postal 

OFTJcii, communication and 105 poet offlees, or one post office for every II 
milee. The number of postal articloe delivered was 3,&32,724, 
viz., 2,093,260 poet csris, 1,136,018 letters, 118,872 packets, 
169^338 DOWEpapers and 15p236 psroela. The valne of money 
orders isened was Ea. 14,66,885 and nearly equalled that of m oney 
orders psidp viz, Esv 16,02^320, and there were 15,785 Bavings 
Bank accounts deposits, the amount deposited being Es 11^33,340 
Trtt la the first quarter of the 19th oentuiy an experiraental 

omcEs. ^^aphore telegraph system was tried between Calcutts and 
Chunlj.^ The experiment proved a failure and was abandoned 
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before 1830^ ia which year some of the sam&phore were 

atilized for the Trigouemetrioal Surrey of India* In thk distriot 
fire ef them still aurrive, dtnated at Niliktil, DilfithiiSj Hyatpiir^ 
Mohirakpur ond In 19€7-0S, beddea the gcaeraL 

telegrupk office at Serampore^ there were fire postal telegraph 
offii>es, at CbiasnruT Ueoghly, Chiindemsgoro and 

T^rakeawar^ which iffiued 6,SB7 ineeaagefl. 
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CHAPTER Xin. 


LAND EttVENTTE A DllINISTEATION. 

TiiEiiK U BO detailed reeord of the Hledo system of lacd 
rOToone ndnuoietr^tjon ijx Bengal, nod a sketch of it oun ooly 
1>e givea by piecing together the ^ragtoontary iijlormatioa whiob 
mey he gathered from insoriptioDs and written works saeh m the 
It would appear that the ffrd*n or Tillage was 
tie unit of adniini stmt ion, md that excludiog waste or un- 
caltiTuble lands and loads occupied by houses or set apart for 
Tillage cemtuoi s, the rillage laods fell into tw'o groapa, rii., those 
which paid rent, and those which did not. The latter included 
brahmo^t^r Or land grunted to BrAhni.ina^ ifeb^tfar or l^d 
dedicated to the gods and their worship, and rAdkrdn or eerrice 
lands. Among aervire lands may he onumomted those held by 
Tillage servints, each as barbera, washermen, oarpenterH, smitli^ 
etc. I besides watchmen and eocouutants^ whose duties to the 
eommuTiity were directly connected with the laud and ita 
erope. 

The headmou of the Tillage^ who was called ttanda/^ had 
also n aharo in the village land by virtuo of his office^ tie 
ooUooted the rente duo from the villegors, the smount of which 
Toried according to the custe or position of the tenanta, being less, 
for instance, in the ceise of Biihmaos and other high castes thaii 
in the case of the low caatts; it also varied aeooidiag to the 
puttire of the produce of the fields, rixose growing epediil 
crops being assessed to a higher rentoL The nfiu»l fehmre reserved 
for the king was one-aLxth, rising to one^fourth nr even one- 
third m special instances; the village Eorranta also received 
small shares of the produce at the time of reaping or threshing* 

The viliagee ware grouped into tisiiiytfi into 

mattditk* or ckcles; and mundaiat into AAfiALs or povinoea^ 
which had oocosiouaUy smaller dlvirioxia known os bbdgaM 
or snh-proviuoes. Each of these groups was plaoed under a head 
called, respectively, ufandfiUta or muh^-m&ndaMnt and 

Baj& nr goTemor. These officers collected the revet ne from 
their i^n^idinatee and sent it on to the Idrg^a tjeaauiyj probably 
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&ftor dodnctm^ a commiGsioiL They veiBi oTidoiiiljf rsioiATAblA 
at the king’s pleomre, bnt the pofit in ooniw at dme became 
bereditaiy m. manj familiee. 

The early Mohammadan ruleie were KhAlj, (>,, Ttuka, 
wheee object it was to get ae miicb out of the eoiintry oa they 
could. Iboy oared Uttb for any organisjed aysteni o£ collecting 
ila feventteo, and the aocoanta of their rule point to irregular 
exactiona and onforeod tribute rather than to any regular 
assoBament. By the time Triboni with the north of Hooghly 
wag conqnered, Bengal bad come under the iwaj of the Balbani 
Baltins, a aomewhat more driliaed set of rulers, from whose 
time ouirards we meet with attem^ at some organized sjetem 
of collection. Judging from inscription^ the country appears 
to have been divided into levonne diviBiona called iiM/titn wiuob 
wore placed undor officers known os lAikdOr,. The maAd^t were 
grouped into tracts known oa at^taAi under tariaiiAkartt or militaiy 
commanders, who had often the title of Vazir. The word 
jfumjdir WM aometimea employed to denote a military oonimander 
in contradistinction to a iitkddr or revenue officer, and the word 
thdmiA was aUo used, meaning a standing camp oaiabliahed in a 
newly conquered area. The details of aaaeesmept are not known; 
but probably the old system of collecting through village head¬ 
men was left undiatnrbed as far as possible. 

Far-reaching rhaugoa were introduced by Sher flhali ; and the 
revenue rent-roll of Todor Hoi, for Bengal at least, merely 
recorded the now or altered system adopted during the Afghin 
rule. The revenue division began to bo called pargam and titrkdr 
in preference to mdhdl and artah, though in the Avi-i-AkbuFi 
the word \mahitl was stiU used. Shot Sh4h appointed in every 
parsaut, an daitf, a » god-fearinglAita treasurer, and two 
kdrkum, of whom one was to write in Peisiaii and the other in the 
local vemsctilar. He ordered his govemors to measure the lands 
evo^ harvest, to fia the asseesment with regard to the kind of 
gram they produced, to give one share to the onliivator and luiTf 
a libare to the rnttkaddam or headman In every pargtjna there 
waa also a kdnvnyo, from whom was aaoertaiaed the present, 
past and probable future state of the crops and revenue Iil 
every tarkdr be appointed a chief and a chief tnantif 

to watch the oondaot of the imiU and of the people, to 
eee that the amU\ did not oppress or injare the people or 
embezzle the king’s revenne, and also to settle disptites between 
dmiit regarding the boundaries of parganai. It is said that the 

changed the every year or eeoond year to prevent 
their oppressing the people or embeBzling the revenne. 
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According to the Afn-i-Akfitttij the people ia Bengal -were 
snhiDieeiTic and paid their rents duly. The dcreanda of ortch 
year wore paid by inatalinents in eight monthB, the rjote 
thoinselves bringing mohara and. rupees to the place appointed for 
the receipt of revenue. The hrnresta were ubundent; moaaare- 
meut wue not iaueted upou; and the revenae deninBda were 
determined by an eetimiite of the cropa—a onstom coiifirmed by 
the Emperor Aibar—so that an actual diviEion of grain between 
the GovernmeDt and the ryots waa not usual. 

The detailfl of niahAtt given in the Ata show that tho districta 
of HoogHy and lioeTuh were oeinprised in three via., 

Sulwiaitiibid, Satgion and Madaran. The original tarkdra 
were evidently Sfitguon on tho east and UadSran on the west j 
but during the Afghan rule a number of tuahdh were tuken 
ftom both and grouped into a new named after tho 

Sultan bulaiman Eararaui, which cat through the middle of 
Satgnoa. Roughly, the two dist riots as now constituted appear 
to acOOUnt for a third of the three ftii'A’drr, whose total 
revenue, icduding customa, amouiited to 43,768,088 dams or 
Ea. 10,93,952. The landlorda belonged to various castes, and 
besidee paying revenue had to fumi^ a force of 300 cavalry and 
18,000 infantry. In addition to the rnmindais, there wore 
holden of aka or ^gir lands, of whieh email allotments were 
eoattored iJiroaghont tlifi ^rkdr*. 

The Avl Tumaf Javid of Todar Mul remained in force till 
tho aecond vioeroynlty of Prince Shfib Shuja (1648 A.B.). 
That prince revised the aettlemont chiefly by adding the revenue 
of new teiritoty in the north-east, of the Simdarbans i v the 
south, acd of Midoinpore and Balaeore, which had been detached 
from Orissa. Some increase of revenue waa also obtained by a 
now tnutabud valuation of old MrAdi-j, amounting to more than 
& seventh of the former esscasnieot. No change was made in 
the revenue diviaiona or in the other anangemonta for roUectiona. 
By 1722 a third revision was carried out by Nawab Jafar Khftn 
e/ieiMurshid Kuli Khan,which wi^B known ns Jamd Kamti Tauiori. 
The fisoal divisions were re-grouped into 13 ciakli* or large cinlea, 
while the number of parganan wra increasod by gubdividing them. 
The Hooghly and Howrah districia feU under two cAeWd#, the 
riparian strip under t/ittkid Hooghly or Sfitg&on, ^ 

remainder under ckakid Burdwaxi, theae two chaklds being 
sBBeesed to a revenue of Ba. 37,83,816 That amount was 
increaaed, howovei, by more than one-fourth by mer ua of annul 
Attsfaiiid tceouiits andresumptiona of lands.^ During Jafar 
Khanka rule, the smind&ie were fotmeUy recognised aa regular 
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Iundliolders and Md prsonollj mponsibta fot the land leTeiina 
uf their elutes 

In 1728 Mnrahld Kuli KliAn's auccessor, Nawab Shuji-Tid-din 
cwrried out a hesii ^tttciDeDti known as the JaBrd Tiim^ri 
Tai^ka^fi, The tkdha landa weto now divided into larger 
and am^kller aftmlndanRi the present dklrtcts of Hooghly and 
Howmh being eomprised in the larger zamlndAri of Buidwin 
(revenue Es 20^47.500)* and in the viiiriurj or fioiAller sanuodana 
of Mandalgh&t (Esp l|46,St>J)i AireA (Eb. I,2&j3ol) ftiid Muhammad 
Aininpar 140,946). These ^amiod&m did not include the 
small JdffltAf chiefly mKdadmd^h or anbsistence landn^ given to reli¬ 
gious and learned men. Besides Laud revenue proper, the lands 
were assessed to varioufi extra eesaea known ss dbwdbf of whieh the 
number and rate Toricd in diffoTent dialriote. Mr, J, Grant, the 
Chief SanshtaiMr of Bengal ist hia iAtt Finmt $9 ef 

enumerated po leas than twelve^ including one imposed 
by Murshid KuJi KhauT four^ imposed in the time of Sfauja-ud* 
diHi threo in the times of All Yardi Kban» and four mom by 
Mir KAftitn AITp Those diird&jj fluctuating in demand and 
gradually increasing in amount, were higWy opproBsiTe both to 
the lyets and the zamindira, and could only be realized with a 
great deal of tronblop 

After the establiahnient of Biitish rule a now system was 
gradually introduced. By the treaty of 1780 A.D, (cenflnmsd by 
sauad*) Mir KAsim All ceded to the British the Bcngjii zamindAiis 
of BurdwAUj Calcutta and Chittagong, beridoa Midnapore (thou 
in Orissa). The samlndari of BardwAa included the present 
districts of HoogUy and Howrah i Oiccept a sreaU ^rip on the 
west bank of the Hooghly river ■which formed port of the 
somindari kUrttai of Mii hsniTtia d Aminpor. This etrip^ with the 
rest of Bengal, finally came under Britidi adrainiEtratioii with 
the grant of tho DiwAni in August 1760. At first tho collectioDs 
in the BnrdwAn zammdiri lands were supervised by cots- 
nantod serrants of tho Company, but this system proved a feilnie^ 
for after defraying tbo expenses of reducing the refractory EAjA» 
the collections amounted in the first year (1760) to only 
Bfi. 6,23,691 or one-fifth of the demand, and they were also email 
in the second year. In 1762 the zimindiri woa let out by pnblio 
auction to temporary farmers for three years. The latter failed 
to discharge their agreeinenfa, and, to help them, an impost of 
9 annas per ti^Ad was levied on all the zamfn lands or 
revenue free aUenationai TTkis impost could only be pattisKy 
realized, and not unnstuially made Mr* Johniton, the Saperin- 
tendenti thoroughly unpopular. 
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lo 1765 Mr, Terelat wm appointed Sapemaor o! Bordwia. 
He xeetotred the old system of maDagiag the revenue, and 
giaditally improved the Asitabud coUeotions, until in 1770 the 
reoeiptfl nmounted to Rs. 47,18,SIS, end the ohargos to 
Ea. 6,61,486, leaving a net income of Ba, 40,57,432. The 
of that year caused a oonaiderabie diminntioa in both the demand 
and the oelleotiona, which continued for several years. In 1783 
the gross demaud was Rs. 43,58,026, the net damwd being 
^ 37,35,766, hut the ooUecdons were only Ra. 36 06825 
including aneais. As regards Muhaminjid Anunpur, the revonue 
(with abuAbt) amounted to Es. 3,38,560 ia 1765, the year of the 
grant of the Riwini, but by 1783 bad fallen to Ra, 2,65 113, 
How heavy the ditntfSi wore may be reoliBod from the fact that 
in the latter zamiudari they aggregated, in 1765, Es-1,34 425 on 
a total revenue of lia. 3,06,336, or no loss than 65 per eent. * 
while in the BnrdwAn zamindiii they amounted in 1760 to 
Es. 8,49,009, or newly 38 per cent, of the revenue demand 
(Re. 23,51,306). 

In 1784 Pitt’s India Ajot ordered an enquiry into the oompbinta 
of dispossess ZRmindirs, and directed the Company to take 
sbps forthwith '* for tettling and ostablishiog, upon principles of 
moderation and iuatice, aeoording to the laws and oonstitntion of 
India, the permanent rules by whioh their respective tributes, 
rents, and servioes shall be in future rendered and paid/’ In 
1786 the Court of Dirwtora sent a despatch on the system of 
troosacting business with the zamindiis and other landholdere. 
It assumed that suffiflioat information had been coUeetod during 
the 31 years which had elapsed since the grant of the BlWAui to 
enable a permanent aesesemout of land rereaue to be made It 
therefore, ordered that an aasesmaent should bo promptly 6x0d for 
ten years and that, if it proved satisfactory, it should be declared 
permanent at the end of that period. Iq the same year 

I/)td Cornwallis sent out as Governor-Geueial with instruo- 
tioDS to cany out the Direetors' orders. Oo hk arrival, however, 
ho found that the information availnble was insufSciont for 
the purpose. He therefore continued the annual eelUements 
Jen m vogue and iortituted further enquiries. These enquiries 
disclosed tluee faett “ Air*/, that the Mubammadim revenue 
sjrtem of a fixed rate, varied and inereaaed by oesses, the system 
which the WB, appointed to administer by the Imperial 

of 1766, Jd broken down, and no longer afforded protec¬ 
tion to the cujvat^ Ha breakdown had been due partly to 

e Bccumulatf^ weight of its own exaotions, and pertly to the 
altered economy reUiions of land to labour, resulting from the 
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depletion of the popaletion by the famiBe of 17C&-70, StcoTtd, 
that the record of cnstomaTy ratea had reased to be a piotcolion to 
the loeident eultiTatow, and that the Tillage reglafere had bcconiB 
to them a record ol ercahiag obligatioBj rather than a record- 
of-rights. Thirds that the people had themeelTos made n 
tnoTemoot to readjust renta to the altert^d economla cooditioDs, 
by developlBg a body of non.readfTit onltiTatore or tempormy 
tenauts, whose preaencc in almost every vUlsge tended to redtioe 
customary rates to the etaadard of supply and deniEiiul, and 
whose atatiia had by 1787 legiitmatlred itself, "• 

These enquiries led to the Pennanent SettlemeBt of 1793, by 
which the sesessmeEit of land revenue wss fired in perpetuily. As. 
regards fhe dlatiibutloa of the assesament. Sir John Shore eali- 
matod that the British GoTernment received 45 per cent, of the 
gross prodnee, the samindir and hts under-Tonters 15 per cent, and 
the oullivstor 40 per eent.t As regards the poraona with whom 
the ASBcssmeDt was made, the tJovemment got rid of all ootu- 
pleiitiea, whether of origin, status or title, by establishing a 
uniform tenure for all Eomindftre; and, in addition to old sllow* 
ancee, made over to them in perpetuity whatever increment mighi 
be obtaicied either from the improvement of their eslaiee or from 
the reclamation of waste lend. As regards the cultivators, it waa 
intended lo protect them from enhaocement of rents and esao- 
tionof oesses by giving (hem a statutory right io paliai stafiugthc 
qnantity of land held by them and the sum liable to be paid for it. 

At first, the Permanent Settlement proved disastrous to the 
landholders who, one after another, broke down under the strain 
of having to pay their revenne pundnally and in full Among 
the defiaulteiB were some of the oldest and most respeotable 
families in tie country Such were the Eijto of Nadia, lUjahAhi, 
Bishnupur, Suaj'om and othore, the dismembermect of whose 
eatatee, at the end of each succeeding year, threatened I hem with 
poverty and ruin, and in some instances presented ditEcultios to 
the revenue officers in their endeavour to preserve undiminished 
the amount of the public ssaeaEmeiiit.'’+ In this district the Baji 
of Burdwan eacej^ the ruin which fell on other zammdirs by 
lossiag out hia estatee in perpetuity to middlemen. Such a di- 
vestment of responsibility wasdiametrie4illy opposed to the purposce 
for which the Permanent Settlement bad been framed, and to the 
declared eipectaiion of its Berners that the landholders would 

* Beu^al MS. Hunter, Int toiitaetiaD, Ch. Ill, p. es. 

t MinnSit af SbctF*, ftth Dfieripbn-1789^ f'int Btp«t \ Midnj 

Berrint (1BB3> pp. 650.000, 

t Kllh B«port &f tlia 3 «]act Hndre* fteprmt, p, 71, , 
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devote themfielvea to impioviDg the oondition of the huabaDduim, 
Nevertheless, it was geaeratljr dUeovcied that thia eyetem formed 
the only meaaa of oecape from niio for the old fsmillM of 
Bengal, who, eaaumlwred with the oostly paraphemalia of petty 
oouits and militaiy retaineie, ooold not suddeoly traDaform them- 
selTes into puDciual lent-ooUeetorB and leveaue-payerB. By 
Regnlation Yiil of 18i9 this pfilnt aystetu of subinfeadutioa was 
placed on a legislative basis. The Gnvemineat also Bnne 4 l the 
landholdent with new powers against the tenania^ for example, the 
power to selsa a tenants person was granted them by the Hafixim 
Regulation tVII of 1799J, and the power to distrain a tenant's pro¬ 
perty by the Panjum B^nlation (V of 1812), But these powers 
came too Ute to save the eld zamlndSrs, whose estates were sold up 
or who ware reduoed, like the Bs]& of Burdwati, to the position 
of annnitaDta reoeiving ereiy year the fixed sums due from 
patm^rt. 

The Permanent Settlement also failed to protect the eoltivalors. 
It endeavotued to substitute for the villaga reoord-of-iighta a 
new system of deelaratorj lesees {patlat) ; the aystem of kdttmngoH 
was abolished, and the patwdris heoame pioctioally the zamindAis* 
servants. The result was that the practice of giving pattas could 
not be enforced by the Collectors, who had Ultlo time and less 
InfcrmatiDn; while the paixtirit^ village registers ceased to exist 
or were instiumenla in the hands of the samindars foe the 
coercion of their tenants. As early os 1819 the Court of Birectote 
drew the attention of the Government to the state of insecurity 
and oppresson in which the great mass of cultivators are placed 
but it was not till after forty years further ooirespoitdenoo and 
enquiry that the customary rights of the cultivators were legally 
reoc^eixed by a scries of egraiiaD la\vs begianing with Aot X of 
1859. 

The various forms of land tenure found in Hooghly are for 
the most part the same as in the neighhouilug dlsliicts and 
a detailed description of them is not required, pracUoaUy the only 
peculiar tenures being the servioe tenuiea held by ph&nriddrt. 

The n amber of Eevenuc-payiog estates borne on the revenue- 
loU of Ho<^hly (which for this purpose ioolndes Houvah) was 
4,300 in 1907-08; while the number of revenue-free estates 
sesesaed to cesses was 538. Of the revenue-paying estates, 3,973 
are pertuaLently-eettled, while 101 are temporarily-setHed and 
235 are held direct ondei Government. Among the estates last 
named, the most interesting are the Chinaura and tierampoie “KTim 
M ahals, which passed to the British from the Dutch and Danes, 
respectively, Among other estates, mention may be mode of the* 
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aima ostatea, whicb were origimQj teDurefl giiiaiited at a quit-raat^ 
They were, in fact, fiefa osgaased to a small rereane^ and date 
back to the rule of the Hnhammadaaa^ 

The number of estates iti thJa diatriot has bcreased eonsider- 
ahlj during the last half century owing to the aubdi^aion ol 
proprietary rights. Li l&Sd there were 3 J84 leTenue-paying 
eatates held hy 5,775 proprietory and in 1870 the aambor of the 
former was 3*050 and of the kttar 8,215. In 1873, though the 
area of the district had beeu couddeTably rednood hy the transfer 
of estates to Burdwan aed Midoaporo, the numl^r of reroQUO- 
paying est ates had increased to 3*573 ; and, as already stated* there 
are now no less than 4*300 euoL estates on the rsTeuue'roIl. The 
eeaa returns show that the number of menuo-paying eetatea 
aaaessed to ce^es ie 7,053, in addition to 536 ^flTetjue^f^eo estates, 
and that the number of recorded ahareholdera is 37,686* 

One of the most oonunon tenures U that known as the 

which had ite origin iu the estate of the Maharijk of*^^“*^ 
Bonlwan and then spread to other permanently-settkd estateov 
A p{j£ni idltd is defined iu Begolation VIII of 1819 as ono 
created hy a zamiotlir and Held at a root filed in perpetuity* 
the tenant furnishing collateral security for the rent, and binding 
himeelf to certain conditions regarding the Bale of the tenure for 
arroi^ra, and also to the osle of hia other property in case the 
proceeds of the jaale of the tenure are not sufficient to pay off the 
entire eum due. The records ahow that there are 1*397 palm 
tenures in the district, psying to the tamindars a total rout of 
Rb. 9,09,310*8. 

A is an uudcr-tenure created by a p^iufddr^ to whom 

its holder pays rent* and is Bimilar to a pcihl tenure in all reapeutB^ 

The district records return tho number of these nnderdonureB 
iu Hooghlj at 300, S^-paiii^ is a painl tenure of the third degree 
creuted by a iiarpalnydru 

Other tenures are the usual i/drds or leascy wHch haire no 
specisl choxacteristics. Among them may be mentioned fl) 
ft^ukm arv ijdt’ds^ permanent or loug-tenn leases grouted si a 
fixed rate of rent for a Tolusble considemtion, (3) ordinary {jdrds 
or leasea held for a Urnited term, (3) orsab-laases 

snbordinate to the foregoiDg* aud (4) lAjiff or txeufruotimry 
leases granted for lepayment of ioane by ooliedions of rents from 
the estate or tdtuk so let out. 

Rent-free tenures are exijeptionally numerous in Hoeghly ; 
in liicf, pcTbape in no other district in Bengal are tenures of thk 
class Hoaitored o¥er sneh a largo area. The fonowing are the 
principal varieties of rent-free touurea:— ^^1) LdihirdJ, oF^uc-&efl 
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land granted $a & reward for semoee porfornied or for aoroe other 
epecial porpoae. (2j D^^ottar^ or landa granted for the werahip 
of varioma Hindu gods, arid Tested in nr^i^iVi or iniEteeap who 
have 00 right to olietiato such laiids. (3) Brahmoiiat^ or 
lauds granted for the support of learned and pious BrAhmaus. 
These a re liable to be alienated. (4) Mahatirdn^ or lands aseigned 
bjzamjodatsfor the maintenanoe of religions and learned men ^ 
or of poor moo other than Brahmans* (6) or 

Ucdfi granted for the support of TaishuaTaa. {6) Firaiiitt^ or 
laada resembling the deboifar lands of the Hindus, being 
grants made by Muhammadauis for the mamteaauoo of the 
worship of pirg or Mnsalman ssiutsH (7) IF^A/, or lands grafted 
hy pioue Muhammsdaiis for the miinteuauoe of moequea or 
ntasjidti, and for the purpose of feeding Mir* or religioua 
mendioaiits. (8? CA/rdffhif or lands granted for defraying 
the eicpenso of providing lights at the tombs of MohaminAdati 
sfiinta (it) or lands presented for the uimutenanee of 

Muhammadan saiats ox holy moii, and for deirajiDg the expenses 
of feetivnla. (10) Kfimrdii^ or lands granted solely for ehaiitable 
purposea. (llj Khdndtidri\ or lands granted rojit-froo as aites of 
homestoads^ 

There sio a number of Btnall private aervioe-tenures held by 
or vtllsge prioete, ndpite or barbers, or black¬ 
smiths, or gardeners and makens of garlands lor deoorating 

idols, and dhobd§ or washermen. 

The only peculiar service tenure is that of the phd^riddr*^ who 
were originally aemi-military police holding ront-freo lands and 
performing police duties. They date back to the early days of 
British rule end were describe as follows by the Magistrate of 
Hooghly in 1828:—“In the miihdh formerly attached to Zil& 
Buidwiu, and generally throughout this district, there ore in each 
villige two or three police ^haukiddr* who have each an allowance 
of ateut 8 or 10 Ai^kdit of thdkidn land; and besides thie establish¬ 
ment of pdik*f there are certain individuals, denominated pkanri* 
ddr$^ nmdnadir* and difftrdr*^ to the former of whom in soiuo 
oases a naib and gencmllj several chauktddr* are attached, in 
proportion to the e^ctent of the pkdftriddr* juriedietion, and who 
are allowed from 60 to 200 biffM* of land. Th.m& phdnriddrg 
arc authorized to apprehend robbors and house^breskers, to report 
the oQcoiTciice o| crimes to the police th&uas, to patrol the villagee 
aitaehed to their phdnrht to observe whether the ^Aaukiddr* per¬ 
form or neglect their duties, and generelly to render every 
asi^auco to the police ddrcffds. The total number of pkmriddr* 
existiiig’ in this diairict amounted, from a voiy ooircot register 
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that I liod mude tip m tlie year 1825| to 175} tcg«tliBr mih 32 
Miia and 808 paiki Md pijddct, and the total quatititjof endkrd/t 
latid attaohed to th& pAdnris amoamted to 14}7&3 The 

total number of vOJbgo thaukidit^ amottnta to 10^000 

and 12,010 mom and the qiiautity of land set apart for 

the maintonance of the whole body amoaotB to betweeD 80,000 
to 90,000 of land. The abo?6 anaDgemgata haTe eiifitedp 

I nnderataud, from time immemoiial ia IMa dMrioti ae well ae in 
Band wail aod Midnapore, and were fiaally adopted by Goveni^ 
moot about the year 1763 or 1763, when Mr. Johuatou waa 
Collector of BurdwAn.** 

Aa the phdnri ajetom had long beoa superseded by newer 
ayatema, aud waa of little use, GoTemmODt in 1881 aanotioned 
an airangeoieiit by wMoh, when any of theee meti died or dls- 
mUaecb tho vaoaooy ahould not be filled up, and their lands, whiiih 
were fipeoklly excluded from the Permanent BettlemeDt, ahould 
be taken charge of and settled by the Collector. The roTeaue 
deriTed from thorn wag to be deToted to maintaiiiipg a foroe of 
head-cTOnstablea for patrolUug villages and eeeiag that the 
cAaakiddrs did their dutiea properly» The abeorptiou of the 
phdnriddrs Ib still prooeeding, bnt the prooeedfl of the rofiniuecl 
lands are no longer entirely applied to the maiatenance of pahrol 
bead-oonstablos, for it Eoams that the money was transf ezx^ to 
the head of land reronuo by ordora of the Board of BoTenue in 
1886, the origin of the fund haviag, apparently, been lost 
sight of. There are now only 54 pAdiinV/drt la pOAemon of 
pkdnriidri lauds. 
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general administration. 

nATTri ^**** ^dtnidtttTativ© porposefl the dJatrict' is divided into three 
acbdi^doM v»ith headquarters fit Chieimra, Serunpore add 
Ax&mbig^h. The headquartei^ (Saclr or Hooghly) aulxiiTimoa 
Lfl atidor th© direct auperrieion of tbo Collector, t^Iio lina a tegular 
^aff of five Deputy Collect om^ witli one or two Sub-Deputy 
CoUeefoEfl, Tbe Soronapore and Arambfigh aabdiyiaiona are each 
in choigo of a Subdiyisioual OfficoTp tho lortncr being assisted by 
a Deputy Collector and a Sub-Deputy Collector and the latter by 
a Sub*Deputy CoUoctor* The Collector of Hooghly controls 
the admiQistmtioa of land reTenne in Howrah, and also the 
collection of road and public works ceases for eeUtcs lying wholly 

tti r ^ 

l^ud rerenue and ceas nceotiut^of the Hooghly district 
still include those for Howrah, and it U only recently that sopomte 
accounts of the roveime from other eouroes hare bean kept for 
the two districts. Tho rorenue of the district (ineludlng 
Howrah)^ ueder the main heads, increased from Ba. Sl,flOjOOh 
in 1880*81 (when the inoome-tu had not beou imposed) to 
Be. 25,99^000 in 1890-91, During the next dcoade the acoounte 
for stsmpa, excise and income-tax in Howrah were separated, and 
eoDSoquontly the rcTeoue of Hooghly M to Es* 33*78,000 in 
1900-01. In 1907*08 it ^onated to Es. 24,83.351* of which 
Rfl. 13,33,812 were derived from land reyenue, Bs. 4,50,792 
from excise, Rs. 3,05,527 from stamps, Es, 2*33*232 from ceesea, 
and Ra^ 09*998 from incomedax. 

wUoctioDs of land revenue increased from -Re. 13,37,000 
lu 1880-81 to Es. 14,29,000 in m^U bat fell again to 
Ba- 13,36,000 in 1000-01, In 1907-08 they wnonuted to 
Bsu 13,33,812 collected from 4,300 estates. Of the total number 
of estate®* 3,973 with a cuireut demand of Ha 13,06,756 are per- 
maneutly setilod* lOl eHtetes with a demand of Be. 20,946 am 

estates with a domand of Rs, 34,321 
are held, direct by GoYemment. Of the cstatoa borne on the 



dK^jERAI. ADJttSUTRATSON. 


Sir 


tevenBfi roll of thia district, 871, witii an aasqal demand of 
alxmt lakha, Uo wholly or partly in the Howrah district. 

Next to hind roTeniie, the most importftat source of reTenno ia Exm^. 
oxdao, the receipts from wMdb inpreafled from Ea. 2,90,434 so 
1897-98 to Re 4,50,793 io 1907»08, when tbey reprosoated an 
eipeoditnre of Re. 4,013 per 10,000 of the popolation. Neorlj* 
half of this stun wae ohlained from the sale of conn try spirit, which 
realized Es. *2,09,119. The mannfsicttire and sale of country 
spirit are cairiod on tinder what is known as the oontiaet-supply 
Bjetom, which was iatiodaced ie 1907-08. Under this system, 
tho local marmf scture of country spirit Is prohibited, nod con¬ 
tracts are made with diros of distillers for its supply. The 
Gontractors are forbidden to hold any retail llcetisee for the sale 
of tlie spirit. The spirit is brought by them to the various 
depots, and ta them blended and reduced to oertiria fixed 
atrengths, nt which alone it may be supplied to retail vendors 
and sold by tbe lottor to consumers. 

According to the raturns for 1907-08, there ore 103 shope 
lioeascil for the retail sals of contract liquor, i.e., one retail shop 
to every llj square miles and 10,187 persona; the average con¬ 
sumption of the liquor is 24 proof gallons per l,0(]i0 of the popula¬ 
tion, and the incidence of texstion te annas 3'2 per head of the 
population. The income from this eouroe would ^ nioro, but for 
the smugglirg of illicit liquor from Ohandsroagore. In spite of 
this, the rceeapts from the license fees and duty on country spirit 
and idri ore larger than in any other district to the Bnrdwau 
Division, except Burdwao, representing Rs, 3,627 per 19,000, as 
compared with Ra, 1,616 for the Division and Ra. 2,298 for the 
whole of Bengal. The revenue from jwcArot in the same year 
amounted to Ka. 8,663 and the license fees on imported liquors 
to Es. 13,074 ; no other district in the Division had such large 
receipts from the latter sooroc. 

The receipts from opium and hemp drugs account for practi¬ 
cally all the romaicdei of the eioiee roveoue. The ^ter 
portion is derived from the duty and license fees on opium, which 
in 1907-08 brought in Be. 1,14,493, representing Rs. 1,091 
per 10,000 of the population. Thifl proportion was higher 
than in any district in the Province outside Orissa and may 
be compared with the average of Rs. 656 per 10,000 returned for 
the Burdwfiu Division and Rs. 616 per 10,009 for the whole of 
Bengal. The oonsamption of gdttjit, i.u., the nnimpregnatctl 
dried fiowering tops of tho cultivated female hemp pluit ^Can . 

HBtw (sdini) is also eonsiderable, the reoeiple being Ra. 65,197 in 
1907-08, The total incidence of the revenue awru&g from 
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hemp yras, howeTer, only Ea. 675 for oTory 10,000 of the 
popnlatioD, while the uumher of ahopa liconsed to by jetoil 
was one to everj ^^626 pafsone, 

Spetifll arrangemeati are mada for tbo supply of opiom to 
French Clmndcrnagore^ All I he optmn $liopfi there are held by 
ono fartQerf who pays hia foe ^o (he FreEioh GoTemmeixt, Under 
a ooDVindoo conehded betwwa ihe Britiah and the Prench 
Govermnenta, the opium fanner is ellowed to tak^ his enppljoe 
from the Ilooghlj tieaenry up to a limit of 12 tnanods per aonum 
on paymeBl: of duty ; the conveiiticjn ig for a period of 0 yeare 
with offeot from 1st January 1907, The export of opituu to 
French Chnndernagoro does not materially affect (he inddenoe of 
duty and license lace, os the quantily aolually taeued to the 
farmer is* on an aTerag'e, only 9 Tuatinds 33 seen per anonm. 
In 190^^06* oat of a total clearaoce of 9J maands 31 seers, only 
9 tnaanda 36 seers wt-re taken by the French farmer. 

The next importtmt soaroe of rovenue is tho sale of stamps, 
the receipts from which amoautod to Be- 3|95,637 in 1907-00, 
as eompared with Eft, 4,74,538 ip 1897*98. The sale of jndidal 
stamps alone realised Eft, 3,34,091, ae compared with Bsv 3^94,739 
ia 1897*90, while (he receipts from non-judicial atezupfl were 
Es. 61,436 and Es 79,799^ respeofiTely, Comrt*fee stamps among 
judidal atampSp and impressed stamps amorg non judicial stamps^ 
aecouDi for neerly the whole of the leTonue under thin head. 

Bead and public works eefiaoB aros as uaual, levied at the 
mn^imum rate of one anna in Ihe ropee * iho figiirea given 
below inolade thoee for Ilowrflh, an the socoaDta for the two 
difitiiota have not been separatedu la 1907-08 the ooUeotioBS 
amonated U> Ra. 2,33,332, the eairent demapd being Ba. 2*38,462, 
of which Re 1,86,961 were payable by 7,963 revenue spaying 
estates, while Es. 11*789 were due from 536 reveouo-&oe 
estates, Rs. 38,*377 from 13*601 rent-free laadsp and Be. 1,335 
from 199 hdtt and fairs. The number of re nl^ free lands is 
greater than ia any dJafariot ia Bengal except the 24-Par- 
ganas] the amouats duo from them are genersBy BTOftll^ 
and have frequently to h© realised by certificate procedure- In 
1907*08 no less than 10*983 certiGcates had to be issued; this 
wofl the largest namber issued in any district in the Provinoep and 
exceeded the total number of oertiGoates issued in the other 
four difttriotfi of the Buidwia KvisioD. 

The number of eatntoa assessed fo cesses is 21,289, and the 
number of rworded fihareholdeii la 27,685. There are 30,026 
tenurw asaeased to ooaseg with 30,845 ehareholdeia; and there 
are thus nearly as many tenures assessed to ocesos aa there are 
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estates. The total demand of ee&aea (He, 3,3141IJ U equal to 
Bearlj a qoarter of the demand of land revaiiue (Rb 13^96,350), 

Id 1897-90 the ioeome tax yielded Ra, 50,417 paid hy 1,988 
afisoBseee, and in 1901-02 the amou.nt dorived the tax W 
moreaeod to Itfl, 50,852 and Ihe miizibef of eLasosaaea to 24 ^^- 
At lliaf time the mLnimuin imwine aMo^hle was Ra. 500, bat 
tbia wna raiaed to Ra- 1,000 in 1903, thereby affordiag relief to a 
number of petty tTadere, nioney-lendera e^iid clerka. The number 
of BMMseea ooneequently fell in 1903 Rs 1439* In 1907-08 
the tax brought In Ra. 69,908 paid by 1,311 aBgeBBe<e& 

There are 11 oihoea for the registratiDu of ossnniDoes under n^giiLm- 
Act III of 1877. At Hoogbly (Chioaura) ihe Dialriet Sub- 
Regiatrir deals, oa usnal, with the doeumentaprofieuted there and 
a^ials the Diatriet MagiatratOp who ia Distriet Registrar, 

iQ auperriaing the prooeedinga of the Sub-begiaLrarE iti eharge of 

other legiatration 
offioQfl. In the five 
years 1895-99, the 
average nmuber of 
documents regis¬ 
tered annually 'was 
33,752^ and iu the 
next quinquennium 
(1900-04) it ivaa 
28,418* In 1907 
the number rose to 
29477, sa shown 
in the marginal 
etatement, which 
gives the eaUent 
Etatiatica for that 
year. The in¬ 
crease is attributed ohiofiy to renewal of aettlemeats which 
hod beau held over from pievioos years on aooouut of heavy 
floods, and to the settlemeut of fallow and wasto lands to meet the 
increased demand for jute and paddy caltivation* 

This difitrict wiih Howrah is under the |iirisdietiou of the 
Difitiict and Sessions Judge of Hoogbly- The Additional Dis- tmteoit 
trict and Seasons Judge of the 24-PargJiims is also Additional 
Judge for this dietriot. The subordinate civil judldal o^cera 
are:—a Judge of the Small Cause Courts of Hoogbly, Seram- C^vU 
pore and Howrah; a Sab-Judge and two Additional 8u1^Judges; 
two Munsifs of Hooghly^ three Munsifs of Semmpore, a Munaif 
of Serampore and Ulul^ni, and Lkee Muneils of Ar^mbS^h. 


1 NiVi. 

li 

B A 

B • 

(3 " 


EipcD* ; 
SilQ-ra^ 1 

j 

tf<IQ)chlj H.* 

Arimb^li 
, DtiJiiiii kliAU 
itiiglsii 

Dll ic 3mat (Sb^iabour) 
HiHpil 

J^dbi 

Ebiaikul... 

Uniijuii^fcr 

Pilhlul 

Sfllumpaifi i,* 

Totui 

SpSSS 

1,-He 
2,62^ 
l.SCS 
237^ 
a,753 

a,Qos 

3p2l7 

3*933 

1 

Bf 

7.30? 

l,ei4 
' 23U 

1.587 
3,729 
3J09 
2,727 
2,401 
2,470 

r 

kiu 

8.924 

lp900 

1,431 
1,60 £ 
SpOSe , 
U94S ' 

2 ,ooe 

i,8ea 

lpD47 

2^265 

2P .177 ^ 

30^70 

25p37e 


















BfMOnir, 


Gnminfll jiutioe is adminlBi^rdd bj tbe Dial riot MngiAlftte 
and the v&riotu Ma^etratoB snbordiTiate to him. The sa&otioned 
eraff at the boadqairtera oonsuts in pdditioo to the Dialrici 
Magistrate, of four Deputy Magialratea of the hint elm aod one 
Deputy Msgiatrate of the second or third class Boeides these 
ofSceia, one or two Sub-Deputy Hagistrates with third olasa 
powers are geDenlly pooled to the herd-quart era Btafion. The 
SubdiTiriocial OflScera of Arambagh and Seiampore are almost 
invariably Mngistnitea of the first olnss, the former being 
ns^ed by a Sub-Deputy MagUtrato vested with seoond or 
third class powers, and the latter by a Deputy Mogistrdte with 
first class powers. In Addition to the stipendiary Msgistrutes, 
there are Benches of Jlouoioiy Magistrafoa at Cbiosura, Hooghly, 
Sersmpore, Uttarpiri, Baidyabiti and Bhadreswar, and two 
Honomiy Msgistratos at Arimbigh. 

tVnic*. For police purposes the district is divided into 13 Lhanaa with 

IS ontpoets as 
showu in the 
margin. The 
regular police 
foToe ooneisted in 
1907 of the 
Superinte □ den t 
and a Deputy 
Superintendent 
of Police, 8 Ins- 
peotoia, 53 Sub- 
Inspectors, one 
Sergeant, 84 
Head-Conatabl as 
and 712 cons¬ 
tables. The total 

„ strODgth of the 

feino was, therefore, 860 men, lepreseutiog one poticoman to 
every 1-3 square miles and to every 1,320 of the population. 
The 0 Company of the Bengal Military Police is posted at 
Chinsura; it aonsisted in 1007 of one Subahd4r, one Jonisdir, 

4 Havildars, 4 t>aih, and 86 sepoys. The rural police for the 
Watch and ward of villages in the interior conristed of 302 
^4dar» and 2,694 dutvkldars, representirg oue eJtflal-ida-- to every 
5©0 inhabitants. ^ The new panehdj/^t system has been introduced 
thioi^hout the district, except in two thAnas of the Serampoio 
mbdiviaoD, vis, ChanditalA and JCririauagsr ; under this system 
presidonts of paHchdj/<tti are vested with the poweis of a 
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Magistrate of the tliiid elauaDdor certam aeotioofl of the Otimiiial 
Procedure Code. 

Ttoro ia a district jaU at Hooghly and a aabrndiary jail at Jut*, 
each of the outlying AuMiTuiooal bead-quart on, via., Arflmbigb 
and Soranpore, *lho sub-jail at ArAmliigb Lao accomniodatioa 
for 15 prisoueie, vis., 13 male oonvicta and 3 female convicto, and 
that at Seiamporo for 38 (22 males aad 6 femalea) under-trial 
prieonera; convicta sentenoed to ;iinpriaonineid of more tban two . 
weeks ore transferred to Hoogbly. ahe diatriot jnil baa, ftiVfoid iT' g 
to tbe returns for 1908, aoeommodation for 485 pruotnon, via., 
banrar-ks for 868 male eonviota, 23 femalo oonviets, 14 under-tHal 
prisoners, and 8 oivil prisouerB; Ihero are also ooUs for 6 main 
ooDvict} and a hospital with 1«^ for 56 patients. The ohiel 
jail indostries are t^-presoiiig and the manufaeluio of ootr mats 
and darjt. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


LOCAL SELF-Q0Vi:a5^MENT. 

DzanicT The ripancin atrip on the we&t h nk of the Ilooglily from 

Be^ip. Xriheni to the BjiUy Kh&l i& ao niban t»ct cootauiiDg no Lose 
than e&Tou miuiiciLpAlities (exclnraYe of Prk^iiehCliaiideriiegoM)jaitd 
fhero k ako n mniiTcipELlitj at ArtmhAgh. The rest of the district 
k rural in chsm^ier^ and the adMmktmtion of lU local afTnirs 
ifl coot rolled Tjj the District Board. This Board has 27 mt^mbera, 
of whom eleven sro nominsted, ten are ^Leoted^ and six nre 
members, inoluding the DUtrict Mf^gislrate, who k its 
Chaiimao. According to the retorua for lOOT-OS^ the land¬ 
holding clsesea pr«doitLLtiate among the membem, repTFsentiDg 
37 per cent of the total nmnberr ^hilo pleaders aceottnt for 
29^6 par cent- 

incotDfr. The iocCTtie of the Diatriol Board flnetoatea coasiderably from 
jrear to jear^ but the nverege of the ten yearn from 1892-93 to 
1901*02 Was He. ljS0,S44, and the avers go of the five years from 
1904-03 to 1908^09 wsa Ra. 2,03,23L In 1907-08, excluaiTe of 
the oponing halsnco (Ha. 97,872), the receipts nggregiited 
Rs. 2»L0,510f of which Rs. 97,013 wm reolised from road 
the total LDcideooe of taxation per hend of the popnlatipn aveiag- 
hig Re. Kd. Among other itema in the receipU were Rs. 7,271 
from pounds, Ra, 22,814 from mifiCfUaneoiifi sonreei, Rs. 5^918 
from ferrioB, and Eb. 28,107 eontiibnted by GoTfemmeDt- The 
reoeiptfi from road cess, which form the priacipal aoome of 
income, averaged He. 02,015 daring ibe ten yeire ending in 
1901-02. A tcvibIod of the aasi^aameot was competed in 1006-07, 
and the receipts ooneequently rose to Rs, 97t0l2 in 1907*08 and 
to Rs, 1,05,720 in 1903*09. Rtceipta from ihc leases of poimds 
are, on the whole, declinlcg, faUiiig from Ra 8,734 in 1892-93 
to Ra. 7,271 in 1907-08. The #motint obtained from femes 
and tolls flactust^Sp beings for exsmplep Rb. 4,449 in 1902*03 
and Ra. 6,461 in 1905-06+ Fart of the miscfiliaiicoae receipts k 
derived from rtcoverics On aci^nnt of the cost of ooUcctirg nnear 
cesees, and part from the tdiare of the profits paid to the Dktriet 
Board by the llowrah-ShiakliaU light Railway, The Govern* 
meat cortriWtiaDs abo vary considerably from year to year. 
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The ineome from tint floujo# ponsiflts of (I) the emooiit aseigiied io 
efitahlieh aa eqailTbrimiL betwet^n the mcome and the espendltuie 
tiaoBfeiTcd to the Board feom the Promidal accoaota, and (2) 
soma allotted for impfoyeinent of roada in OoTeromost (-states. 

^unag tho decade endings lu J 901-02, the STetage anotial 
expenditure of the District Board was Ra. 1,79,165, and daring 
the qninqueanitun ending in 1908-09 it waa Rs. 1,97,220. The 
chief iterea of expea dit are sie estuhliahmout, education, medical 
and dvil works, the amountfi spout in 1907«03 being Rs. 9,016 
Rs. 37,853, Rs. 9,403, and Ha 1,13,630, reapectiTcly CiTil works 
account for the Uigeat diabiireenieiita, in eluding aa they do ex¬ 
penditure on new buildings end repairs of old buildings, the con- 
struct ion of new roads and the maintenance of old onps, the exca- 
Tation and lepsir of tanka and wella, arboricolture, CHtublishmeot, 
tools and plant, eto. In ihe quiaqaenniuin ending in J9O7-0S the 
totel annual expenditure under thia head averaged Ra. 1 , 13 , 580 . 
In 1907-08 the District Board had under its charge 783; 
miles of mete lied roads and 428 miles of un metalled roads, 
befddes village roads haring a total length of 588 mihs; the average 
coat of repairs in that year was Re. 446, Rs. 45 and Re. 15 
por mile, respeetively- 

Aftcr civil work^ edncatioii entails the hearirst charge pa Ihe 
Board, including the oost of inepeotion, mritdonance of Middlo 
schools, grants-in-aid oapecjally to Primary schools, and sdiolar- 
shipx The expenditure on the re object a is, however, met from 
the sums tranifeTTed from Provincial revenues | and since the 
tisnsfer (in 1906) of the ooulrol over Sub-Inspectom of schools 
from the Board to the Education Deparlmoiit, the charges under 
the sub-head “ Inspect Ion " have been reduced by 60 per cent. 
In 1907-08 the Board employed 12 inspecting pandits, maintained 
two Middlo schools and aided one High school, 42 Middlo 
schools, 105 Upper Primary schools, 866 Lower Primary schools 
and 21 oiber sohoolr, such as tAhs and mttklnbt. 

The ms^ad work performed by the Boardconaists of mnintain. 
ing or aiding dispeiiBarics, deputing doctors to treat patient a at 

markets and fairs, moating the coat of vaccination, mgapiring 
meesures to check epidemics of disease, and improring the sanita¬ 
tion of eelected rilbges. In 1907.08 the Board maintained four 

dispensari* e and sided five others, besides deputing a doctor to 
the hit at Pindua; while it spent, mainly through the Lod 
Boards, Rs. 11,000 oa improring the sanitation of vilLjgd A 
Veterinary Inspedor is also employed (o treat sick mttlo and to 
inapeot affected villogf 8, besides working sa an Inspeotor unde; 
the Glaadoia and Farcy Act, in which oapadty ho inspects* stables 
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and calHo in thn ripariAn municipalitiee. There in aa yet 
no Teterinniy diapenaaryi bnt it ia propoaed to ea^ahlidi one. 
A oontrlbntiop l^a boen uipde during the Inat two jpajK to tho 
Agrienltdral and Induafrial Exhibition htld at Oliinffoift during 
the cold weather. 

Under tbo iKafriet Board th^ro are three Local Boards and 
five Union Committwa- Local Boards ba’vo been conatituti^d for 
each of the three embdirisioDe, Hooghly (8adar), SerainpoTe» 
and ArlTnb^h, and oonsisi o! IS, and 9 inom’borjj roBpootiTely, 
In the HoogUy Loeal Board five meipbeni are notninnird nod ten 
are elected; in tbo SemUipOTe LdcSiI Board four are nonilnatod, 
ten are el+^sted and one ia an momber ^ the ArAuibigh 

Local Board has one and eight noniinatcd menibera 

The Local Boards here, aa elaewbere, have only a f w miimport- 
ant ftinetioiaB to disrbarge, being in charge of poands and 
expending the aim* allotted by the Distriet Board for viUnge 
roads and the improvement of rillsge sapitation+ 

The fermaitoD of Union Coininitteea was the result of an 
attempt to provide for the improTemenl of village aanitation in 
smaller areas. Ceniinitteefl for Hariptl^ Chnndjtali and Bali 
fUlw&nganj} were eonatitnted on Ist July 1805 ; while the 
Panduft and BaUgarh Coremittees were formed a little later, via ^ 

on 3rd and 8th Decomhor 1895| 
reapectively. The marginal table 
^ diowa the ares and population of 

CbuidiuJi s each of these ucioiifi, ine income 

a of the eommitteea u derived 

ABdoi fl 8,4 partly froin the receipt a for 

pounds and partly from small conlribntioca made by the DLitrict 
Boaidf the maxinfuim not exceeding E&. 400 a year ooch- 

There ia a large urban population along the west bank of 
the river Hooghly, in the nairow strip extending from BaBy KhM 
to TribenL HoogMy contains the higest number of mueicipAtitica 
of all ihe diairiets iu Bengal except the 24'Pfli^nBS This 
riparian strip contains no teaa than 7 nmnicipalitiest via., beginning 
item the aeutb, UttarpAri. Kotrangk Seramporoii liaidyohili, 
Bbadreswar, and then, on the north of French Chanderiiagerc, 
Hoogbly-CiuDauia and BftnsbeTTA; while there is only one 
mmiiripiility m the interior, vii., at Arimbigb^ The oloctiva 
system ia iu force in aU the ripsiiap municipaht;^ two* 
thirds of the membem being elected; bat in ArtmHgh aU the 
members are nomipited. The bulk of the municipal income is 
derived from rates on hnldinga, except in Binsberii, ArAmbAgh 
ud one* ward of Bhmljeewar, where they aw replaced by a tax on 
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poreona. XAtrioc and oonaarranoj fees ue oot lQTi$d in B&twberia 
and is a poition of Kotmig, but in tbe other maiiioipditleB they 
form the eeoond laigeat aonroo of income. A fair utnonnt ia 
obtoincil ia all the muoidpjlitioe from taxes on animals and 
Tohicles, taxes on profeoaioDa and trades, pound receipts and tlaes 
under the ipal Act, while femes yield a cwnsideiable sunt 
in the Hooghly, Baidyiboti, Serampore and UttaipArA municipal 
litiea. The average incidence of taxation per hesd of the popaU< 
tion in 1907-08 was highest in nttaip&r&, vix., Rn. 2-4-1 (the 
highest in the Division except Howtah) and was lowest in 
Ajr&mbSgh, viz, annas 10-1* 

The hist attempt at miiniinpal sdauaistraiion in Hoogkily was 
made in the beginning of the last century under Beguistion XXIT Chin*™* 
of 1816, which contained provisions for conservancy, lig htin g np j 
other nrhao requixementa. In a Minute dated May 183,3, grant¬ 
ing tbe sniplus town duties for tbe impruvcment of tbo town, the 
Goveiner-Detieral in Conucii directed that they shonld ho ex¬ 
panded io filling up hollows, stagnant pools and uaelcss ditohoa, 
in tbe ooustmction of pacnt drains and bridges, the opening up 
and widening of the public rooda, aud in other minor improvo* 
meata." A Local Committee under the control of tho District 
‘ Magistrate was formed, the road near the CoUector'a Dataheny 
WAS widened, several rosds w^ere metalled aith briok, tho fine 
casuarina trees which may still be seou along the toads were 
planted, several tanlu were excavntod, scavenging carta were 
brought and a stuff of scavengcie employed. Owing to finan¬ 
cial eiringotioy, the QovenuDeut withdrew the grant in 1839 
and dissolved the committee, tranafening its fanctioDs to the 
Magistrate. 

On 5th Jano 1840 a pnblio meeting of the inhabitants wm 
held at Hoogbly, at which a committee was appointed to taho into 
considcratbu measores for the mmudpfd management of the 
towns of Chinsura, Hoogbly and Ohandom»goro. The committee, 
which oontuted of nine momberz (thne from each town), reqaested 
the Magistrate to rnnha ovw to them the full control of the 
conservancy and thitakidAri eetablishments, bat this the Mngistrato 
could not legally do. At length, after a year's ooncapondence, 
tho oommittee a^ed the Magistrate to move tho Oovermnent to 
define its duties, powers and reeponsibiUties; and tho outcome 
of this request was the pesneg of Act X of 1842, Thin 
first pnrely municipal law in Bengal, did not, however, not into 
fair working order till 1846.* 
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IIooghIy*CliiflfiiiT* waa constituted a regulu mtinicipfiEty in 
1865* and is now governed hj tho Bengal Mnnidpal Aet III of 
J864 C+) ae amended^ The munlcipdUty has an area of 

atoul ftix fiqnpio miles and is diTided into ets wank, the rate- 
pajere numbering T,346 or 35 per cent, of the populiition. The 
Municipal Board eon data of IS CoTnmiBaionera, of t^^Lohi 13 are 
nlcrted* 4 are nominated and 3 ajo fx-o^cro menihers. The 
aTCTOge iinuuiJ income of the municipnlity during the i^uiiic|neiinia 
ending in 1899^900 and 1904-05 wereEa 49,197 and lla. 58,147, 
respectiyely; while the nTerage annual expenditure during thcsee 
perSodm rimounted to Its, 40,476 and 65j474. In 19D7-0g the total 
iooome WiHB Hs, 56*071, the incidence of taxation per heed of the 
population being He, 143-5. The chief souiceii of income ape 
a rate levied ni 7|: per cent, on the annual value of holdinga, 
which realkeil Bb 39,559, and coneeiraucy fees tEs. 15,603) In 
the fismo year the tipentUture amouated to Ra 56,460* the chief 
disbursements being ou oonservancy (51*3 per eentp) and public 
works (16 9 per cent.)- A propoeal for the supply of filtered 
Witter to the towTi ia under consideration.^ 

Serampore is the most: important municipality in the dlfitrict * 
baring both the largest popolatiou and the greatest income. It a 
local adminiatnation pan be trsced back to 1845-46* when the 
Inhabitants h*=ld a meeting and naked for the mtrodnefion of 
Act X of 1842. It WflH oonsUtnted a regular munidpulity In 
1865* and in 1873 was granted the right of eleotiog Oommk- 
sioners, bciog the first ciofoMil munioipality to receive that 
privilege. It hiLB an area of about 3J equare milea and is divided 
into four WflTik; there are 7,931 mte-payers forming 15'8 piiT cent, 
ol the population. The Committee consists of 18 members, of whom 
twelve are oleotod and six are nominated. DuriEg tba quinquentiia 
ending m 1S99-1900 and 1994-05* its annual inoome aTcraged 
Rs, 5^*541 and Bs-60*634, respectively* while the annual expendi¬ 
ture^ a^crftged^ Ra, 53,779 and Es* 57*105, re 6 p 0 ctivf 4 y+ In 
1907-98 the tnoome aggregated Ra, 65,809, the incidence of 
tuatioji per head being 1-4-3, while the expendiinco was 
Rs.^ 76,365. The main Bourcea of income are (1) a rate assessed 
^ 71 per cent- on the aunusl valuo of holdings* w'hich brought 
in Bfl* 31*348, and (3) latrine fees at rates Tanging from 
annas 13 to Rb. 4J per cent, on the aimnaL value of holdings, 
Ra. 16*070, The municipality Is slightly 
lu e , having horrowed Rs. 30*909 from Government lor 
nogs works iu 1891, of which Rb, 9*054 remained utipsid 
a ^ 1007-08. A propoail for supplying filtered 

a er ^£rom the Howrah waterworks* the intake of which 
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from the Ilooghly river lieawithia thia muaioipality, hasheen 
hitLctioned, anH work is in progress. 

Ar&mhSgh Tma constituted a luiinidpaliiy on Ist January 1886 
its old name, JiLhankh&d, was chstiged to Aritabagh in 1900 in ^ 
order to avoid confusion with the town of the same name In the 
Gaya difitriot. It ts the most rttral of all the muoioipjilitiea in this 
dial riot, ojuaisting of a group of 17 villages, aprotid orar 3 squero 
miles. The rato-payeta number 1,750 or 21' 1 per cent, of the 
total population, ^e elective eyatem is not in force, and of the 
10 members servitig ou the Committee, two serve er.ojfleh and eight 
are nominated, the Subdiviaional Officer being the Chairman. 

The annual income averaged Ke^ 5,30D in the five yearn ending 
iu 1809-1900 and Ita, 6,454 in the subsequent five years . 

In 1907-08 I he total income amonuted to Ea, 8,066, the incidence 
of fuisfioa per bead being aunas 10-1—the loweat iu the district. 

The main sources of income are a tax on persons osacesed at 
I {12 annJis) per cest^ accordieg to their circumstaroea and 
property, which yielded Es. 3,234, and oonaervancy fees 
(Rfl. 1,114). The oipenditure In the same year ameunted to 
Ee. 7,341. 

Uttarpars, the southernmost and smallest of the nniniolpol UitanArm. 
towns along the Hlooghly, was made a mnnicipfility in 186S. 

It has na area of If square miles and is divided Into four 
wnrcla with 1,350 rate-payers, reprcseuiing 19-1 per cent, of tho 
populiition. The Hunieipal Committee oonsiatB of membeia 
viz,, four nominated and eight elected. The annual income 
averaged Rs. 13,675 imd Ra 14,770, respectively, in tho quin¬ 
quennia ending in 1899-J 900 and 1904-05. Ju 1907-08 it 
was Rs, 16,567, (Mefly derived from a rate on housoe ond lands 
assessed at the rata of 7f per cent., and from latritie fees 
levied at the rote of 4f per oeut. on the probable lettiug value of 
holdings. The expenditure in the same year was Ha, 14,283 
and the incidence of taxation per head was the highest in the 
district, via,, Rs. 2-4-1. 

Kofrang, immediately north of Ultarpari, was constituted a Kotf-cii. 
njaniapality in 1869. It oovera on area of 2 square niRea, and 
is divided into two words, the rate-payers uumbering 1,275 
or 21*4 per cent, of tho population. Of the nine Municipal Com- 
misaionerHi three ore nominated aud six are elected. In the 
quinquennium ending in 1899-1900, and in the subaequeut quin¬ 
quennium (1900-01 so 1904-05), the average annual income wes 
Rb 4,276 and Rs. 5,133, leepf'ctively. In 1907-68 the reieipfi 
were Rs. 7,588, ohiofly derived from a tax on holdings levied at 
the vata of Of per cent, on their aimaal vslue and from tax on 

Q 2 





22B 


UOOOHLY. 


betl/ 


wmt. 


profeamoua and trades, ihe ioddenoe of taiation kbg Ro. 1 4 per 
hMd. CoDseiTftncy or btriae feet have been levied b some porta 
of the nmnimpality qom 1908, This muDicipality hm the 
ffloallest popalatioa eod the least iacooie of the TaUDicipalitiefi ia 
the district. 

Beidjah&li, lyiag iminediately aonb of Serampore, was 
coBstitated a mamcipeUty iu 1869. It has ao area of oi 
sqaare toilos and is divided into fotu vniida; the ratO'payera 
ottrabei 3,953 aad form 23 per cent of the total poptdatioa. Of 
the twelve ComaussioLera, eight aris elected aad four are oomiaattd) 
Daiiog the qamqaeania eodiag in 1899-1900 and 1904-06, (he 
Bttuualboorao averaged Es, 20,462 aad Bs. 22,120, respectively. 
In 1907-08 the bcome aggregated Ha 25,083, the moidonoe of 
taxation per head boiog Ra, 1-4-4, while (ho expeadJiure was 
Eb. 26,066. The bulh of the neoeipts Is derived from a tax on 
hooses and lands at the rate of 6 per oent, on their annaal value 
(introdu^ in the second quarter of 1907-08^, a tax ou animale 
and Vehicles, and latrine foes at the rate of 6| per cent, on the 
annual value of holdlDgs. The amount derived from the tax on 
animals and vehicles is very eonsid^rahle owing to (he fact that 
the important Ait of Sheonipholi ia held within mimlcipal limils j 
this tax yielded Es. 5,249 in 1907-08. This municipality haa a 
small reserve fund, Ea, 2,600 being invested in the 3| per eeut. 
loan of 1864-65, 

Ebadreswai lies between BaidyahSti (on the south) and 
French Cindernagore Joa the north). It was formed into a 
mnnicdp^ty in 1869 and has an area of about 3 squaie miles, 
divided into four wards. The rate-payers number 2,417 or j6'9 
per oent. of the population; this small peroentage is due, as in the 
case of Serampore, to the pnsenco of a large number of mill 
hands who do not pay raU s. The Munitiipal CommittM connsU of 
12 members, of whom eight are elected and four are nominated. 
The average annual income in the quinquennia ending it 1899- 
1900 and J 904-06 was Es, 11,805 andEa. 16.656, respectively. In 
1907-08 the reeoipte amounted to Ea 20,709, the iaddeuce of 
t^tlon per head bebg Re. 1 - 2 . 1 . In three ward*, Bbodreswsr, 
Oauilbti and TeHnip&rl, there is a rate on holdings at Oi per cent, 
of their aunnol value, and in the fomth ward of Mfinkundu there 
IS a taxon persons, for which there is no fixed rate, but which is 
generally 7 per oent. on the annuel icoome of the rate-payera. 
st^e feea also have no fixed rate, but are generaUy assessed 

0 rate of Re. 4-11 per oent. on the annuel vaiuo of domestic 

TQ(w^ ^ annual rent of oooly huts. In 

19U7-0B be eipendilnie aggregated Es, 21,407, the bulk being 
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spoilt on confiBrroxK^ and pablie works Altogotlier Be. 30,000 
Me iDTested in S J per cent. OoTMomont paper. 

Bftit8bori&, ths inoet nottbeily of the mimioipal towns, was EficibiRi. 
constituted n muuieipaJity in 1869. It baa an ana of 6| square 
milp8 and is divided into four wards, witb 1,499 rate-pay era or 
281 per of tbo population. Of the nine Mimioipal Commis- 
aioners, aix are vlcoted and three nominated. ^Cbe atinital inoome 
averaged Ba, 6,722 and Rs, 8,082, resppotively, dniiog the two 
quinquennia 1896-96 to 1899-1900 and 1900-01 to 1904-0S. In 
1907-08 it Was Ra. 8,487, the incidence of tasatlon per bead 
being annas 12*1, while the cxpeuditura was Ha. 9,7t^0. The 
main aouices of income are (1} a tax on peieona at 1^ per cent, 
on thflir annual income, and (0) reoeipta from burning gAdit. 

The income under the latter head ia conaidfraUe owing to the 
unctit j which a'inches to cremation on the bank of tie BhitIrathS 
at Trib«ni^ 
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A fttir id^ft of Ihe oxtent to wlijch «!iic4tioii is difftifiod msy bo 
wDFe*. obtninod from tho figarea mmpiled dmicg tbo oensos of 1901, 
vludi nil pomoiis able to read and write wero retuincd aa 
literate. According to ihj^ teat, 197 out of oTarj 1,000 nwlea are 
literate in this district— a proportion e^cceeded only in the diatriota 
of Howrah, Midoajiore and the 24>PiitganB8, and in Calcutta— 
w^hilo tlio ratio in the oafia of femalea la 14 per mille, tha 
highest ret urn id by any diatnct in Bengal. Ajs Tegarda 
hnowlcdgo of English, the ratio in the osse of mnlea (3*5 per 
mille) ia the Ligbeet in (he Prorinoo onfeide Celoattn and 
tiowrah, where oondltioiis are exceptional owing to Ihe munher of 
Europeans resident in those two dtiee. 

The largest naiDbrr of litanitee is foand in thttvas Hoogbly 
and Serampoie, where they represent 20 and 16 per cent., respec¬ 
tively, of the total population; out of 18,843 persona able to 
read and wnte English in the whole district, nearly half (9,376) 
are inlmbitan-s of these two ihauss. - BalSgarb thona is the !eaet 
^Ttoced. only a pereent, of its population being literate, and 
OogMt thMa has the smallest proporlioo cf perwus knowing 
^gMi. The reasons for those differences are obvious. The 
Ilcoghly and Serampore thanas wntaiu all the lipariaD munid- 
pahUes with a progresaive population and large iudustiial works, 
rm ^ * Md Goghat ere out-of the-way thanas with few roads, 
little trade, and a pepnlarion consisting mostly of low castes, 
su ns, ag^ flij4 Kaibfliltflfli. The eabdivieioiua show little 
^ ^ erenM in i le pero^nt^ge of literatra, the figures fqr Scjrumpore 

«ig pir cent., Arimblgh 10'4 per cent,, and Hooghly 
8-9 per cent. 


According to tie retiiros compiled by fie Educational Depart, 
mont, uenrlr two-thirda (63-5 per cent) of the W of school- 
goi^ age attended schools of vsiious kinds in 1893-94, but a 
*.^*#^ 1.0 ^ In 1909-01 the lowest level was rasched 

■n ^ dowly until 

it was 60'2 per cent. The number of educational 
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iafltitufiOD&i exetiLBire of ooUegea, iiko fcU from l*76Siii JS93-94 to 
1^319 io. 1900-01 j and tlieo itiew alowly to so 190S-09. Xho 
deoreasa ib due maialy to the Lower Primary aciLooUi \h& tuimh^r 
of which Ml from in 1S93'94 to 1^001 in 1900-rL 

After thifi the deelmo wm arreBted^ the mcmher rmlng in 
1908 00 to Ip 165, iiieludiog Io9 girls' sdioola and 76 night 
$chf>oU; thf-re waa tliits a doorea^ of 237 aehoola m a decade and 
a half, while tha attendance f^sll by 3^368, On the other hand, 
this loss was partly compensated by theiaereaso of Upper fhimaiy 
schoola from 108 to 136 and of their pupib from 4,000 to 6,110. 

The decrease in the number of ecbooU and scholars is due to a 
variety of caiiscB A number of Lower Primary scdiools have 
dissppeartd owiog to ioeffieioncy and their inoapacity to come np 
to dcpartmentfll standards, but the mmn eause most be sought 
elsewhere. Owing to the continued aabe ilthiness of the district, 
a coniidemblo number of the better educated clasifiCB Iiarc migxftted 
with their families to Calcutta and other places. At the some 
time, up-country people haTS migrated into ibo riparian muni- 
oipalities in seaiohef employment in the mills and elsewhere, while 
a body of aborigianla, Santfila, OreoUB, etc., have found their 
way into the uioftiBfiil- The necesEoiy confoqtioDco is that a 
portion of the old refddents, mostly literates, have left the 
dial riot, while a larger numbeif of immigrants, mostly adults and 
illiterateSp have come to Uto in it* In this way the ratio of 
literacy and of boy^a attending the schoola has been redm^ed^ 
neoeasitating the closnre of a certain number of Primary and 
other schools^ 

Oo the other hand, pr(^:ress is noticeable in tho education 
of girlSf the ratio of female literates rising from 4 per mWU ia 
1881 to 9 in ISO I and to 14 in 1901. Tho cdacBtiomil retuma 
also show that tho number of girls school reprinted 6'3 per 
oeul. of the number of girls of school-going ago iu 1903-09 a* 
against 4 4 per cent, in 1893-94. Some progress is fEuther 
ahown by the Muh amine dana, the number of aiich pnpils having 
increased from 7,609 to 8,470 in the same period. 

Tho bulk of tho Bocondfiry schools lie in the Serumpore subdiri* 
Bion, whtro ihe population hne increasid, and trade and manufac¬ 
tures thrive. The Sadst subdiTision has fewer Bchools of this 
dafs, probably because tho interior is severely affected by mwloria. 
The inland Bubdi'^irion of Aidtnb^h is the least advanced, having 
only three High English schools, whereac the Seramporo sub- 
di vision ooutoiDs 16 such schools. Thete schools are natnrally 
located in the muDicipalitiea and in villageG in which the middle 

classes bulk largely, s.j,, those lying along the banka of tho 
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mere ftDd mam braBohes, such ss Ihs Sdiaswatl, the KauS 
BSi^ar, the Kanakt. the Kina DwiiakestFar, etc. 

m luepeetiag rtefi coaaieta of one Deputy Inspeotor. 3 
ad^honal Deputy Inapeotora. 10 Sub-lBapeotore end 3 Aeaistanl 
u - iiB^coiBi heeidee 13 Guru Instnicton era ployed by the 

There are two eollegea in this dislnEt. the Hooghly College and 
the Ultarpari College. The former, which is located id Cliirn?unii 

1^6j^according toa atone tablet in the 
conege, but WBarenlly first eet abliahediR its present building sonu* 
time between Metch and hfay of the following year. This fine 
^building, whieh bod been built by M. Perron, the geuerel of 
Soindia, about 1 waa pitrohosed from Jegamohan Seal, who hid 
bought it in e,^eouii(}ii of « decree egainst PrSukiaaen Haldir.yThe 
^ege was originally maintained from tha Mohaio Fuud, so 
^fid bcoahse it owed ile crcafion to a pious nihiia 

^Tuhfttdinfld Mohsin, The latter iuhented the large propsity of 
his fitep-siirter, the widow of SaUh.ud*dln, Etu^^r of Hooghly, 
and being heirl^ executed on 30th April, ISOfi, a trust deed by 
which he appointed two trusteea to numage the property and to 
epend the proooeds In the semoe of God and the maintenance of 
the Imimbftra. After hjajleftth. i n 181 3, complaints of mia- 
munsgemenl and embcszlcmont were made Against the ; 

and in 1817 the Board of ReTOnue stepped in and took chsiga of 

0 property, appointing a Muhomniedan gcutleman os mauegpr 

0 e property and the Imimbara. The dlsmiased trustees insti- 
u a suit| which lasted till 1835. la the meautime the 
Uovemmont let out the Saiyadpur estate io /w/wj, and eveiitually 
e emouD^t pud as ee/dMU with the accumulated intereol sggre. 
ga ^ Ra 8,61,000. The suit of the truateca, which was taken up 

the college waa 

estobhshed from (his suiplua and a on^'-ninth ehe^ of the trust 
income. The income made aTeilable for the mmuteuance of the 
allege ^dually rose to Rs 57,000 per aonum, but objections 
were raised to the approprialiou of this fund to a college open to 
mem ** o oR oommumtics. Accordingly, th e Gor emment of 
» %»lutionJated_ 39th Jdy 1673, act the 

ttod for the exclnaiTe promotion of education among Muham- 
l^na m Bengal, aud^adethe Hoc^hlxCpUcge^e GoTerument 
to be maintflu^from general MTcnuea. ^ ~ 

OoUeee importanceToThe Presidency 

BwLki the. late Ml Jjwtitt 

^ 1886 advomted The Finance Committee 

^ ooated its abolitiou, and in 1891 it waa decided that. 
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if po96i'bl<>, tho college ehould 1» Laaded ow to local coatroL 
Tbiastep waa riot tabes, bat it wee agreed that io fature the 
atail ahoald coDUSt: onlirely of men locnuted ia India, This 
deniaion me carried into affect in ISfld. In 1899 a iDemoiiel 
olgaed by a large number of zamlndars, retired GoTcmirierit 
Ben'aiite, High Court pleaders aod former pupils, waa submitted 
to OoTernm«‘iit reiiueatmg that some at least of the staff 
of the college might be members of the Indian Educational 
Serrict*. As a reealt of this memorial. Sir John Woodboro, the 
then laf'uteiionUGo'Pemor, ordered that airangomeule diould, if 
poouble, be mad<:^ by which the semees of a member of the 
Indian Eduealional ^rvice or s European officer with the degree 
of an Engtiah Univereity should be msdo ayailable for the post of 
PrincipaL 

The collie connsls of two departments, an English and an 
Arabic, the fonuer Ving open to all students who have |]omcd 
the University Eutranoe Examination, Under the old regula¬ 
tions of the Univtraty, it provided for education np to the II. A. 
examioAtioii. Under the new regulations, it has arranged to 
teneh certain sperifled sabjecta of the Intermediate ssamina- 
tion in Arts aud Scienoe, and provision has been maiTo for 
teaching Engliah, Sanskrit, Persian, History, Mathematica and 
YernacuUr ooniposition up to the B. A. standard, ^The adminis¬ 
tration of the college la entrusted to a goye minfl- body with the 
Commiaao nor aa . Pr esident aod the Prioeipal m Semntm^ 
foes are Hs. 8 a month, but Muhammadans pay only half that 
sura, the babneo b^ing met from the Mohriu Fund. ^Awlfogisto 
aehool and a tf iodrrfs d ore attaahedto the college^ the TattcFST 
which is maintainid from the Ifcjbia IKore mo a hostel and 

mess for MxihammadauB, and another hostel and mess for lliudue. 

The ooUegfl has a valuable library of old books, ^he number of 
atudenta on ita rolls on the 31st March 1909 was 117. 

TheUttari^CoUege is the outomne ofthe pubUo spirit ofmmiiii. 
(he late Babu Jayaktisbnn Mnkhcrji aud his eon Bab Piyfiri 
Mohan Mukherfi. In 1846 Jayahrishna Mukherji opened a Gov- 
etnment school at Uttarpira, which was endowed with property 
belonging to himself and hla brother Babu Rijkrishna MukheriL 
yielding an annual inoome of Bs. 1,200. After long eoulinued 
efforts to have thesdiool raised to the status of a ooUege, hesubmitted 
a proposal to Government, in 1887, for the establiahmeiit of an 
Bided ooUege in connwiion with the Govemment aehool. The 
Government conaenfed to this proposal, provided that the school 

waa taken off its hands, to which he agreed. The terma of the 
tranafei were finally eetlled willi Bija Piyari Mohan Mukherji 
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in March 1889 ; and the collega and fhe collegiata Reboot weu 
than placed under a gowrjiing bond, consifitiDg of the CoUwtor 
n G Pff fitdf'Ut at'd aeveiiil of the M^ikbeijiB a a repreaeutatives of 
the fpiiuily. In 1897, the Oovemment regained chajgo of the 
^ool, pf et whieh the college ’was mairdniued by Eafa Piyari 
ohnn Muliherji fill 1908. In tlie following year the latter 
made over an etidowement of Rs. I.SOO a year to ihe college, the 
managoment of wluch wpg then vested in nn eoluiged goTeming 
body, wiih the Prindpal as Sef-retaiy, The college teaebea up 
to the Intermodipfe Ksaminaliou in Arte and is located in a sab- 
atantial two*fitoreyed building dtuited on the river bauh. A 
hostel is aUarbea to it. Thera wore 33 studente on the tolls ou 
tllO 3I.Bt Mnifcli 1909. 


Xo ncrount of collegiate ediieation in Itooghly would be 
complete without n reference to the late S erampnre College. 
wUch its csteblidiment lo [ho three Bnpiiftt 
^\raiiflia Carey, ^o ahaa i^ishi^ at.d^illiani. In TSIT 

(hey bought a jiiece of ground ndjoiuing the mission premisea, 
aad oti Irjih July 1818 issued a praspectns of the proposed 
college. The Gchome received the hearty approval and support of 
the Governor-General ord of the Danish Govemor of Serampore ; 
and Ward was deputed to mahe colleetioua in hliiglaud for ifa 
aupporl. The bmlilii g. however, au Ionic eirnclure. which cost 
about £‘13.900, was built entirely from funds contributed by the 
nua^iouar cs themselvoa. The sourcoa from which this money 
came v^iere mainly the salary that Carey received dr Frofeasor 
m the Government Oollego of Fort WiJUam, ibe income from 
the school estabUshed by Dr. and Mrs Mambnan, and the profits 
of the progft sot up hy Ward. 

In 1827, the College was gmuted a ehoT:er by the then King 
of Denmark, hrcdeiie VI; and when Senimpoie was tianafeiTed 
to the Fiitifih in 1^5, the treaty of parehsse couteioed a clause 
reserving all the rights and immuniiios granted to the college 
by ilie King, ® 

The original dcaign of the instil ulion was “ to promote piety 

and particularly among the native ChrisEian population 

India For some years Sanetrit and t he vomaralara were 
the medium of mstrucfion. though European science was taught 
a^ English was shuUed os a Gpodal subject Sonimpore^tis 
h^e a centre of Onontel as diatinot from Euglish Xeation. 
Pmm tte outna Corey masted that theological riudents. while 
^ey should above tU “be imbued nith a knowledge of Z 

, cient manner, and ^ mode as fully acquaiated 
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Wirh the phUosophio dootrioes which tom tho sonl of tbo 
BuddhUt and Poranic i/aferafl, aa afe the leanjcd in India them- 
aelves.*’ But bj 1824 EngUjih began to assert iie aupromncj as 
the medium of oduoatiou and tianskrit dowlj receded into ihe 
background. 

The Sorampore misaionarios were alrcadj old men wheti they 
establMied the college, and they paaaed away before they 
oould realiso thoir ideals or get sofEcierit endowment and support 
to justify thoir organizing it On uaivemty lines. For the nost 
fifty yoatSp howevori the ooUege, at first indopcndently and then 
in affiliation with Calcutta Univeraity, gave a sound geneml and 
Cbriatian education to a large body of HindUp EmufiiQxi and 
ualivo Chiifilian yputha^ and was admittecUy one of the moat 
successful institutions of the kind in India. In 1683| in conse- 
qnonee of & changa of poKey on the part of the Commiltee in 
England, ihe college, and praeticallj also the school daBsea,mre 
closed to nou-Chrlatians. Fodf the past quarter of a century 
the college has maiutsined a boarding-school for Christian boys 
and norinal and theological chissas for Chiisrisn teachers and 
praachers, retaining Its conneotiod. wiih the University only as a 
high achooL 

In 1900 Dr. Howells (at fhat tiiue FrofesBor in the Baptist 
Mission Society Theological SeminaTyj Cuttack) began a move- 
luent for the reorganissation of the College on the lines laid down 
by its foundersH Dr. Howells w-roto a Bones of papers and 
pamphlets on theological and Christiaa education in India;, and 
brought the subject up for discussion before various Indian mis- 
(douary oonh^renees. Baptist and iutordenominatiouaL His pro- 
poeak were sympathetioiilly discussed in the CaIcutt<Lp Mockas, 
Bangslore, Poona and other ioterdonominatioual missionary con-^ 
ferencas; and^ while there wjis considerable ditference of opliuou 
in regard to details^ pracdcally all Indian million arias sjmpa- 
thiied with the main objects in view, vk,, the brioging of 
the study of Christian theology into closer touch with genfial 
culture, and the securing of aeademio recogoitiou of theological 
studies and effecstivo co-oporation in the production of iheological 
and other ChrUikn literature. The subject was further difioussed 
at the Madiufl Deoennkl Conference of December 19D2 and at 
imponaut oonferencee csf Baptkta held at Serampore in July 1907 
and in March 1908* 

As an outcouia of tbeae dkouaeiona, a r^pmsc-ntatlve body of 
Baptists with the College Council have recently i^ned an appeol 
for £250,000 with which to Eramsform the college into a Christian 
Univomty. Th^ mala object is to reorganise the college into a 
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UniTemty MufemDg its own divinity degrosa, with a 
firat giad« CoU^e of Aita and S^eaoe in iffilintioa wilh the 
Lnivmity of Calcutta end open to all alndenls, ky and tbeo- 
A tion-Clirialian. 'ihe TmaVefi of the 

Arlnngron Pnnd have made a grant of £7,000 towards new land 
and buildings; nrd the Baptist Itiwionsiy Society Lea guaranteed 

European profeasora.* CoUegiale 
ela$8ea teaching up to the Intermediuta have now {1011) been 
Opened, ^ 

e4x«a, 1P to the Eatmnoe or Matricalation atundaid of the 

Uaive^ty; and the total (lUmber of papila aindyiag in them 
Tin8 6,87U, reprasentingan overage of 168 for eodi eohool In 
no other^di^et in the Biird^'in Division are there so mony 
^ooU of this ctasfl or so many pupils at this stage of edneation. 

are Govemmeot schools, pii., the Hooghly CoUegiato school 
the Hooghly Bran oh school witJi the Model school, and the Uttar' 
psrt school The Ho^hly Branch school is the oldest of aU the 
existing High schools, having been founded in 1834 by Mr D 
C. Bm^h, then Judge of HoogUy : the funds for the bulling 
and other espensea were raieed by eubscriptiona given by tlw 
pcnteipel samindara of the district. 

No than 17 High schools reoBivod aid from Government, 
the Djstnct Board or the Municipalitiee in 1908-09 Itothe extent 
of Ba, 7^71 out of a total cost of Es. 58,698), r»a, Aiimbtoh 
Bftgftti, ^dyabiti, Bnl^rh, Bhadreewar, Bhandlrhftti, BhasStfi, 
Uutrt Chi^ Fr^ Church, Dasghari, GnpGpari, Hchhobft. 

Si “o/f? ’ Serampore Uniou and 

Ot thes^ the Chinsura Free Church Institution (situated 

flSTin ?b ^ mmUi of pupils 

(o08) in that year and the Uigeat grant (Rs. 960). OVelve 

tatT fT Sitari Lil Free, cLndernajore gA- 

Garelgichha, Gopfclnagar 
limitation, Hanpfil rtichena, Mahanid Free Chu^ 
Bheakhlli, Bi^krpur K P. PM’s Institution, Singiir^ 
Serampore E. M. Shftha's FVee Institution. The CMnsmS Trata- 
Academy with 424 boys on the rolls has a largsr attendanoe 
eetooh but in the Entr,^ Examination 
H!V sehools wore most siicoessful, psasing 60 

»tadeuta ^th four m the 6«t division; the aid^ Shoolf cJ 

lii c>wiu 
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Serwnpore town, p/f., Eonnagar.ChAtrfMniBflrainporo Union,did 
nlmoiit na well, passiiig ;4 Btudeata, ol whom nine were pkced la 
the first di'fision 

In 1U08-09 the Middle English sahooU numbered 55 end the Miifdlo 
Middle Vemaeulai schoola 12 (os agninat 26 in 1893-94), !Fhe^^'*' 
dwiine in Middle Vornacnlar schoola ie not pecnliar to this 
diatnct, and is Inrgolj dae to the general doaiie of perente to 
have thoir children taught English. Of the 55 Middle Englicth 
schools, two wero managed by the District Board, 44 were aided 
by the District Boanl and the Municipalities, and nine were 
u^ded; of the 12 Middle Vernacular achoola, alt but one were 
aided. 

For the elcmantary education of boye there were, in 1&08-09, pmujet 
12G Upper Trimary sehoola and 930 Lower l^rimaty eohooU, 
the number of pupils at which was 6,110 and 28^123* 
ros^ctivdy, giving on average of 49 hoys to an Upper 
Primary school and of 30 to a Lower Primary Bohool. Of 
the Upper Primary schools, aii (attached to the Gum Gaining 
aebools) were maintained by Govemment, 119 were aided and 
only one woe unaided. Of the Lower Prinmiy schoob, 818 
received grants m-md and 112 were unaided. The average cost 
of an Upper Primary school in the same year was Ks. 188 
and of a Lower Primary aehool Ha. 78, Seven 
are allott^ to boya on the rsaults of the Upper PrinmiJ 
Examination and 28 echolor^ps on the lesulte of the Lower 
Primar.y Eaominarion Seveuty-eix night schools have been 
opened for the bbonring dasaca. which were attended by 1,298 
pupila; they are mostly oondueted by the teachers of day 
iAchooh, 

In 1908-09 there were 159 femalo schools with 5,573 papiL Fsasu 
(eselusiva of boys , beeldHiss 959 girb reading in boya’ schoob and 
520 reading in rntthtah: in sH, 4,852 females. Foaneen of 
these schoob were unaided and 145 were aided, tndndir^g two 
zanana agencies in Hooghly town, one under a European and 
the other under a Mnbaminsdim femsb toseher, and two Model 
Primary sehoob at BaiocM and ShonkhalA, The girb* schoob are 
generally conducted by mole teachers, except the saoSoa ogendes 
and some schoob under missiouaiy management; thirteen ol the 
latter reoeived grants-in-aid and five were nne i de d . 

Under thb bead may bo menlioned the Hitshori 8ahha of gnu -fi 
Uttorpara, which was founded in 1863 by the late Babn TfnWK., . 

Chatter]! of that town, it a chief objecta being to odacato the poor, **'*'**' 
to distribute mediciDca to the indigent dek, to support poor 
widows and orphans, to encourage female education by the* award 
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of srholarsliipa to ^irbit and to ameliorate the social, moral and 
iulellectuai conditio n of the inhaMt&Dta of Uitaci>ir& and 
neighbooring^ places* The income of the Sahhi ia deriTed from 
the subscriptions of the members, donalieoa from others^ (JoTom- 
ment grants, interest od Government securities and annniLieH 
from the estate of the late E-aba Piyiri Mohan Baoerji. It holds 
annual examinationa for girls in I he Burd^'in Division, isstiing 
cerlificates to Ihe suoceffiful oundi-datos, and nwarding priisus and 
scholarships. 

An important teehnioal inalilaiioti has recently been etarled in 
the district, ns., the Govemmeat Ceatral School of WoaWng at 
Sernmpore^ ihe object of which is to teach improTSd methods of 
weiving on hand-looms. There are to be two classes of studeals 
to receive ioslmotion here, (I) a higher ckge consLtirg of 
men of the Sibpax appreotiee type, who will be trained Eo be^me 
teaebcTs, maanfacitUTers or assis'aiiEB of maDufsotuierai sod {2) 
a lower cloag consijiEiog of weavem and their sons from Seramporo 
and the neighboiirhooiL 

Id order to attiaot stadoDts GovemmcDt hos oSered 30 scholar- 
ships of Us. IS each tenable for iwo years to ihe elndents of the 
higher class, and 20 scholarships of Ea, 0 and 30 more of Hs. 4 
each tenable for four moolhs to pupils in the lower cIsbs, The 
liemghly District Board haa idso offered 10 seholAiships of Es. 6 
each for local weavers. The eehool w'as opened Id Jannaiy 1909 
under a Enropesn Prindpal, aud the cksses started with G free 
students, 17 students holding scholstBlups, and 10 teachtrs under¬ 
going a oouise ol training, 

Wiih the exception of wluch are referred to below, 

the only olher public sducatioinil institutions caUing for mcnlion 
ore thetfitniiIgsehoolafor teachers. Themis a first-grade train* 
ing school at Ilooghly, which had 105 pupds on the rolls on 3lEs 
March 1909, and in she interior six Quni traioing schoold liave 
been started {two in each subdiTisioo) with 69 ^nrwa on the rolls. 

The private inariiutions inelude Sandrrit Musalmin 
Kor^u schools, elementary ecbooU mot oemfermiDg to 
departmental standards, and schools having lesa than 10 pupils. 
Ill 1908-09 there were 48 'private Sanscrit lok with 256 pupils, 
39 Korin schools with 331 pupUs, and 44 non-dcpsrtmental 
schools with 914 pupils. The iiumber of private tok and 
is declining, as they are gradually acceptiDg dep.iTtmeatnl 
standards, and are thus being conveTted into publio iust it unions 

In 1908*09 there were 8,476 Musalm^ii pupils at aohool, 
representing 63"5 per cent, of the number of Mubaminadan boys 
trf echoel-going age. Im makt&h they loam the Koran and the 
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nulimonis cl Peisinn end Arabw ^ a TOflM iidvnDccd ednoatwn is 
givea in four which teach Pem&tt, Amhie and Vida, the 

etondiod laid dowu for the Calcatta Madras t bring followed as far 
OB pnotioahle The madrata attadied to (he Ilooghly College ia 
nuiiuteintd from the Mohidu Fiiud, while throe are aisder prirnle 
maiiagomeut. The Sitftpiir a i d Pliurphati ftiadremo* have applied 
for lecogailion ne upper grade schools. 

Higher Saiakril edacatioa ia give a in a namber of reodgaued Pstf, 
Mt, which send up caLdiduttB for the Sauakrit Firjit, ijecoud 
and Title Eiftiamitioas held annually under the auperTiaoa of 
maueging oommitteea with the PriiKipal of the Cedcutta Sanakrit 
CoUrge ea Soorttary. One t9(, the Viawanalh GliatuapUiii at 
Ohinsura, iawirinsged by a committee, audio Tnaiiit:iiai:d from a 
fund loft by its femader, the kte BaUi Bhuder Mukherji. The 
other foU ia ihia dialriot ere pHTate, and ore moaily found in 
old places, such aa Triheu! iindudiug Baosberii), Bhidreawior, 
Baidyabiti, TJitaxpara. T^rakeawer, Kh&c&kul, Kriotanngar, etc. 

As Tcgarda the nature of these ioti, (he following exiraets are 
quoted from tho Eeport of the late Pandit MohesH Chandra 
Xyftyarotna, c l-E., Piineipol of the S.tuskrii College, who in 1891 
iospeoUd the tiif of Bengal. **The word tW ia n Word of non- 
Sanakrit origin, and ia in use only in Bengal, where tof4 are also 
colled fAsitj'.d'tt or (hauhdtli, from Sauakrit cftotmpdtM, a plooe for 
teaching 1 ha four Yedaa The ^6/is an institution of a peculiir 
ohuMotcr. It is a school of learning where pupils are not only 
taught free of charge, hut arc likewia'^ lodged and boarded free. 

As the name tal is conitned to Bengal, so is the practice cf lodging 
and hoarding pupils, es a rule, oonflued to this Province. Tho 
only dvperl lire in Bengal from this practice is to be found iu 
the toh of Kadia, where pupils till lately were almost uaiyeiOBlly 
not fed by their tenchera. 

<*A^o/iB generoliy located ouiside (ha linilis of inhabited 
places, villages or lowos. It consists of one or more long bnts with 
mud or wicker walls and thatched roofs. Each hut is divided into 
ooniparimeufs, tho partilioas, however, not resohLi g to the roof, 
Theoc oompsrimects, in which tiic atudaufa are quartered, are 
of small hraenrions, generally about seven feet square, and raised 
of earth j,rerf/) within very often serve for bedstesdo. The 
part of the compartment thut is not occupitd by the tvrfi is reserved 
for cooking end criber purpesea. All the pupils in a hi, however, 
do not cook for themselves. Some get their meals free at the 
hoosT of the teacher. The pupils who oooh their food receive free 
gifts of rioe and other eatables from their teoeber. Pupils not 
belonging to the same dess of Brtihmaaa as the teael^er always 
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cook for tlieniBclTefl* All the pnpilfi iu, a Ui are not i free hoarder^. 
Some oHhe pnpilfl iim 7 be local refiidciib who attend the hi sa 
day-ficholoia Some pnpila egiLD ^rho ere not local reeideiita may 
be freely boards d by load xeddentA, Beginnora or grammar 
pa pile genera lly are the pnpila who are ao Ix^arded. in addition 
to the htita that huEtiah qnartere to the etudentap thert! k a hut 
called open on one aide and aheltered on the 

other throe. It meaanrea about 20 feet by 10 feeJp and k the 
place where the teacher tetehee tia pupik. The t eacher tak^ a Ma 
seat heie on a matp and the pupilii take iheim on Boparate mats 
before hitn, seme on hia right, aeme on hk left, and seme also 
facing lump if there k no more room on the right aT^d the kft, 

'* Tho work begioa at about 7 o^clock in the momingj und 
centLDneB to about noon. All the pnpik being afifiemblird together, 
the teacher begins with the least advanoed and gradually pasaf a 
on to the most advanced. The object of iLk arrangemi^nt k ihat 
the more advanced pupik may have the beoefit of a revkion by 
means of the Irasone of the leoa advaaetd. Pupils or^ dkniksed 
ns they finish their leeaona. If their day's work k not finished in 
the morning, the teacher and the pupila resnme work at about 4 
ID the afternoon, and continue it till dusk. In the evening again 
pupils ate allowed to bring their doubts and ditfienltiea before 
the teachpr for BOlution, and nt this time the teacher also qnc siioos 
the beginners. There is very little of eksfilficatioa of students 
in a t§l^ each pupil, generally qpesMng, having fcia own lisson. 
Only in occasional iuataoeoft have aome two or three pupik the 
same leasoAH Not more than ddc book is read by a pupil at a 
time, and the quantity of w^ork done eaeh day is but modemte. 
Thk mokes It pofidhle for a singlo teacher to teach each day a 
number of pupils, each with hia separate lesson. The work dDue, 
though moderate in qunnKty, is done iu a thorough style. 

At Tribenip in the Hooghly diatriotp long o famous seat of 
Sanskrit learning, such leamiug is now in decadence. JsgannLth 
TarkapanchaDun was a native of this place, and a long train of 
eminent Pandits before and after him are associated with tho 
name of Tribeni. Its one tol now repreaenisthe "‘seven or eight** 
that existed in 1818, as stated by Mr. Ward (Adames Report on 
Ternoonlar ^ ducatioD in Beogal and ftehar, edited by Rev, J, 
Long, Calcutta, 1868, p 40), Thk soHtoiy hi k tought by a 
learned Pandit, Ambik& Charon Yidy^tna, Efth in deacont from 
Jagonn&th Tarkapandifioan, aud with hiadonufiO the traditional 
reputation of Triben! as a seat of ksmiog will have passed avray. 
In the rest of the Hooghly dk^riot, tbinga are no better than at 
Tribeni. ■ Khan&kuLKrktanagar, long aoted as one of the moet 
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but four«t pwarnt, 
none of them in a flomiahing oondition. ^or do ds pwsant 
Pandifa onjoj the i^putoUen that theii p«deoe«BOra dii Peah- 
pur nod Narit, TrUleh too bad for numeroua goner-diona bwn 
plaoefl of Sanskrit learning, hare now to have a angle toL 

Binebarii with twelve or fourtom ioti, Bhadre^ with lU ten, 
and Gondnlpflrft with its ton in 1818 {oU eownUng to Ifo 
ennmomtion ea quoted on pages 40 end 4l of Adams Be^l. 
Long’s edilion), have almost wsaed to have any 
only one good iot now at Binsberfa taugbt by PniL^t M^ondra- 
nUh Terkaponchinan, and another (a nominal one) at Bbadiea- 


wari 
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The atadente mostly live with their fronts or reco^^ iso uee* 
gnaidiaas. and only a few whose born® are m the interior Uto m 
hostels and mesata. Thi re ere two hostels in Chinsura attached fo 
the Hooghly College, one IB.idu and the other Mus^Sn, both 
of whioh are under Goveromeut management, while there are t-i 
messr s under private management in Hooghly town and tlaewhore. 

In 1900-09 the total nomber of booidere in bofltela and messes was 

Ubrarios are reported to he in oTtietenoe m pie disWot, of 
wliieh that at Ultarpatfl is the most impoitant It m loMtod m a 
doablt^storoyed building, siluated on the liv^ bank, ^ c^taina 
a large mimber of velnable old hooka on Inia. hbrnij 

was founded, in 1859, by the Uto Biija JayaknshnaMddierji and 
has an endowment coosbtlng ol Unded properly and Govenimont 
semrities ; the fund is managed by five trustees. Among other 
libraries may bo mentioned th, Hooghly public hj^^y founded 

in 1853, and the Sotsmpore public library estabUshed in 1871. 

Two Bengali weekly papers are issued at China^, 

founded by the late Bhudev Miikhor|i, which 
deals ohiefly with educational and literary topics, and the C^nsura 
Vdr{dcah„. Babu Akabsy Kumar Sarkftr, a well knowm Bongsk 
snlbor, for several yeaiH edited a Bengali weekly named 
&’dd4drdnf, which was published at Chinsura. , 

The Sorampore mi^iotiaiies were tba first to east typo in the 

vernocular linguages and to employ native oompoaitOrt: and the ^ 

earliosl vernacular newspapeiB in BengsU were ismd ^ this 
press at Sersniporo in 1818- In April of that year John Ckrir 
Maidimnu, c.6.j.. eon of Dr. MarHhmsn, issued the first monthly 
Bengali magasino, the and nest month issued the first 

wee&y. the Satnikhar Durpun. The /V«arf of India woa also issued 
by him and Ms father in 1818 os a monthly, then m 1820 as a 
quarterly magazine, and next in 1885 OS a weekly paper The 
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good'wUl waa paKhafied by Mr. Bobcit Enight in 1674, and it U 
now the daily paper known as the Statftwufi, " It waa” wn^ 
Uiiiflyft Krialina "the Stnmipore niisfiion^^ wiio 

horaldod the growth and development oE the Veraaonlftr Pie». 
^^ot QJily was the fi«t newepaper, *SjwnicA((r Zhw/^wM, itarted hy 
them in ISIS, hat Bengali printing typea and press were first 
saoccffifglly introdaced. The late liev. IaU Behniy I^y 
writea*;—‘The printingprtes hrought from England by Mr. Wot 
was set up. A foaat of Bengali type was neat through the assiat. 
ance of a Beneali hlaeksroith named Panohinan, who had learnt 
J^ent ^hc! from Dr. WilMna. On the 18th of Ma^ 1800, 
an eTar-memorihle day. Carey took an impreasioc of the first pep 
of the Goepel of St Matthew. The last page was printed oa the 
10th Fehmary, 1801. Then wsa the Now Teal amen t i^iDted. 

Christian inwtafoUowed in rapid .J,"" 

’Raiuey.t the Bengali typography was introdnoed in 17 jS, aad tue 
fimt hook, a strammar in BengsU rhemotp^^ was pnnlrf at 
Hooghly; it was writteu by Mr. N. B. l^lhoadjan e^nen 
Orientaliat, whoso patron waaWfirreD HBsUnga. The Bengali 
types were first prepared by OWlea Wilki^, then a laentenant of 
the Bengal Army, from whom Panohinaa learnt thm art.+ 


* The Eebgftl FcbrtJijyj IS r Se 

t Rabiff'i Tci^iiraplnwl Slelctn etc- 

TiTht|.EKT3; iad Qftrtitt of <L'fllraUii PP^ 2^3-*. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 


gazettbbb*. 

J^“itLt«iia 2 a« 59 'N....d 87 * 4 T'Soa the 
riwr. hWllllI.rf.poraUtIo®?' W 
8 366 in 1891. Th« lown codtaiiis tiin ngoal pnblio offlow 
found .1 . mbdmionol Wqnnrlon-n nunrf. oourt, »nb- 
iKl. poVra XtHon, reVrogioTy ,.^PT7’.v'^» ^ * 

{but Tot n teUpopk .“'“nirSrf 

(b«Lo»lB««rf nnd th. Municpobly, red n Diiinot ^.td 

bnugolo*. It in di^indly Wfl I" '>« 

„.inly M. nod nioet oI *» »>nJ« r°"S? V.^ollL^^ bot 
WotMdoorinduBtty. II ™o fomunly onUed JiJitotbl d. but 
ll?atm.™diiingndio 1900 to Ajfimblgb, W iiToi.^!.inson 
,i,btb.tomol Jri.«»bsd in .ho ^yi d.^ru!t Th. no^ 
,Hcb nnnn »b. g«d.n »i 

''■“^to’SS'htailSy 

“ &r.^lS"“by"t 'll 

V ^ito. nl .bo yoor 

od, n>.otie(d>l. moon. ol Kwhing Ibo pUo. m to go by . round- 

CL z 

Sd^?ch»p*dtog» "«.^®^“rTbr°'Sn"t 

K«h.bpur. Thor, in . Pnblie Worlo Dopor^nl bnn^low ot 
S!^.3L.. ,6 nulo. fnnn T.rd.ow.r) ond n D.o.not Bo;^ 
S^lorr « Mtylpnr (12 milo. tom TirJoo^ror ond 6 nulo. 

'“ArioS.gifi nn old pUco, orhioh om* ol tom. importono. 
..if:rto il. rilnnliu n m. th. Old rtdJJhl pmd tom Burdortn to 

.W..--U ..t-mrf.* «•'B.a.tbn.i.o.. 
r«r bit kwliM" I" ^ 3 


s 





aOOOHlT, 


za 

Midc<iporp. In 1590 A D,, Mkn Singt, tkfn GoTemw of 
intendipgto inTidtt Orifla*. marched via Burdwin to this place 
and cantoned his trooiffi here, wailing till the end of the rama 
would eafttle him to take the field.* No old remtiiis, howeTor, 
hate survived, presumably oa account of the encroatUmenla of 
the river. The niiuB of two indigo factories can fit ill be seen, one 
at Kali pur west of the river and unothtr at fftml ia the south' 
east. Near the latter, in the second mile of ihe road to A^n-di, is 
a Idirgo tank, a (Quarter of a mile square, called llaujit Eai’n tank, 
about which the following story ia told: t 

“ RanjitBai was a big ramiodar, called by coorlssj a ttaja, 
who lived Iq a viHngo named Garlilj^ri, on the north of 'ha Old 
Benams road, about a mile east of ArAmbagh. Ue was a devoted 
worshipper of the goddeas DargA, who on one oooaaiou pkyed itio 
part of hia daughter to show him favour. On tJic morning of I ho 
day of the Bfirani festival (thirteenth day o! tho nioon in Apnl], a 
ifiiHkfiAfi or dehUtr iu coBch-ahell oruamentB, while passing near 
the tank now known as Ranjit Bai’s tank, felt thimly. and went 
to the tank to get a drink of water. On leuehingtho bo tiow 
n beautiful maiden bathing ihere. Tho xmdden etiquired who he 
wrtfi. On hoaiing: that be waa fl shdn!ikdr\ sbe pfitd TrheUier 
had a pak of tAiiMia, or ahell brooelets, which would suit 

He fiaid that he had such a pair, hut they were eipenfiive, I be 

girl theu came out of the tank, and asked the man to put the 
bracelets on her wrists He did so, and told her that thetr price 
was five rupCM. The girl said that she had no i^ney with her. 
but that, if the man would go to her father, Ranjit Rai, he womd 
pay for the brawlota. She fuit her told I he lAtfwAAerl to tell her 
falhtx that he would find, in a niche in the room faciog Hjulh, a 
pniftti boa with Eve ropeea in it; and added that, if her father 
made any demur to iMiyicg, if the man returned to the ffUt and 
colled for her, she would piy. The thdiikMri accorditgly went 
to Ranjit Rai's house, told his story and caked for the five 

^ Ranjit Rai, it happened, had no daughter, and at first he 
thought of simply dismiaring the man pa a liar j on second thoughts 
he went to look for the box, and found it, with five rupees iofiide, 
iu the place deacribid. He thou thought that soma aupomatural 
agency was at work, and went with tho thankASri to the ghjtt 
where llie girl bud been b&lhiugs Tli$ Oalled out for 

the girl whom ho bud eieeiij Buying: * Whure are you, Oh bcaatifiil 
mAitloDt who took a puir of ihdftkhd* from me tliia morEiiflgf In 


* KU&ui, Vuj, VI. p. flfi. 

t frrurfDilip Iiriff MUiviy 
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answer a pair of bands, wearing the f 

fnrai the Lt« in the contro of lbs tent. The B&J& threw bi.eeelf 
on the ground and prayed to Durgi, «id m the evon^g cele¬ 
brated a great imjd nt the tank. To tlufldaythoEftranlt- 

bathingfeatiTflliacebbratcdal EanjitEaiatonk^ . 

Arlmbagb SubdiTision.-WeBlcm enMiviaoa of the di^ 
trial, lying belwean 22' 36' and 23" ^ norih klitnde. and 
between 87“ 32' end S8'“ 1' oast longiitide, with an area of 406 
square mika. It k lo^igbly triangnkr in 

riling on the Dimodar in the east. On iKo BOnih-west it ^ 
bounded partly by tbe Rupnariyan and Dwarakc^ir nveni and 

partly by the GbatSl and 8;idaraubdinsiona of Midna^re , and 

^he noith-weat it ia bounded by the Bialu.npnir i^viSion of 
B&oknrft and the Sadaraubdivision of Bordwao. Tlo wealern- 
moat part, which is indnded in ihana Goghat, la nndulaUng ^d 
has a Lparatively high level; bnt the rest of 

which is bounded on the ePHi by Ihe Dsmodoi, on the ^ 

the Dwftrakeawar, and outhoi^ulhby ihe IlBpn&rayan, la low. 
lying and liable to the annual floods of the hrsi two 
branches apd tributaries. In lOOi the snhdivuiou had a popu¬ 
lation of 327,389 with 808 peHOua to tho squMo mile, it is 
rural throogbout, even its one town, AiiimUgh, f 

Qon-arbao/ The pweent Bubdivision was formed in I8i9 and used 
to he known as the Jahinabid subdivision. 

Badaaganj.—A village in thanu Goghat of the AxftinMgh 
Buhdivhdop, situated on ihs estremo western bounds^ of the 
district. It contains a poUce outpost, and is the oeotre of a consi¬ 
derable trade, chiefly in timber and insser Bilk, which IS woven 

locally. There is au old serai hero with an inscnption dated 

1125 H. (1713 A.D) , ^ , , 

Baidyab&ti physiciao, and idsce)^A lo^ on 

tie west bank o£ the nver lleogUy, atuated iti 2^ 47 N- d 
S? 20'E At the census of 1911 its population wse returned 

f aw o7 w ti-n m (Ml. «- <1. 

the mBdo DopahitioB is m conaidcrahie csoess, 
“TwWri ta tierlte .f mai-b».d.. BJdj.MiL™ 

S «“ .tB.idj.MiL .Wooiby .t 

Cere art aho a smsU disF^^^y out-Frient^ a High 
w r b school two Sanskrit tok teaching Sfltnn (law), two 
ikist Indian Railway, ris , Shwrii^ali and B.idF* 
f^YTTL^T of which ia a iunclion for tho Tkrakeswu hue, 

The town Orient d^efly 
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alcDg the liver bank. North (JhAtrA boin^ oq th* souths ivhile the 
rest of Chitrit is melnded in the Serarnpore Muiiidpnlity+ Above 
ChStra IB Sheorftphuli, which ifl a great market for juEo aod vege* 
tables; in fact, iho larg^^at in Wefitera Uongal i next, separated by 
the Bflidyahiti which drains the Dinkuni marges and falls 
into the Ilooghly* is BsidjabSti propr; and loatly^ to the east of 
it, IB CMmpdini with a large batii of mill*handa. The branch 
(Jrand Trunk Bead, whidi starts at Blbpur, paeees through the 
town and croBses the railway from west to onst, joinitig the taain 
Grand Trunk Rosd at Ghiretti^ Baidyab&li w'aa fonnerly a place 
of considerable impoitanoe and had a thAna, which was tranaier- 
red in July 1878 to Singox. It stiU oontaliLB general intenstiDg 
old places, notably Sheorfiphttlij^Niinai-Tlrths GhSt and Ch&mp 
daai. Baidyabati is the dte of the first Bengali novel, Aidkr 
OAar^r DiiMi, written in X858 by Pyiri Chand Mittra (under 
the of Tek Ghind Th^kiiT)i whioh wm translated by 

G. D, Oswell in 1893* 


Sheorfiphali, onoe an insignifiofint village, first rose to import¬ 
ance owing to ita being the seat of an mfinential zamlnd^ri family, 
whose estate waa oDasequently called the Sheoraphidi Baj* Its 
history is as foUewa. Fsrgam Arsha of S^rk&r SargAon belonged to 
two K&yasthsp B&meswar and his brother Vaatidov*. BetTVeea 17;38 


and 1740 A- D. a portion of ih^ pargaua^ eompriBiog strips of lard 
on both banks of the Hooghly river from Hooghly to Calcutta, 
w'sfi coaetituted a separate mmMdari under tho uame oi “ ^lunin* 
dAri Kisniat Muhammad Aminpur*” This was subdivided betw'oeu 
the second and third sons of Bimeawar and his two nephews. 
The second son Makiind got a nine-annas and the third son 
Bimkrishnii a seven-annasshareof Muhammad Ami p pur; tho elder 
nephew M^nohargot 10 unoaB and the younger nephew GangAi* 
dhnr six annas of par^mm Boro \ the remainder of Painam went to 
the eldest son of Bameswsr Baghudev, the ancestor of tho 
BansberiA fsinily. Manohar remov^ to Sbeoriphuli and QangA* 
dhnr to Bally (Howrah), where ho died childBsB and woa sue* 
ceeded by DtirgAprssid, son of the yourgor eon of Maaohsr, thus 
founding the ten snuaa aud six enuas branches of tho Sheorfiphuli 
family. 


The members of the family boro the titlo of SutiratHnni or 
jewel of thoBudias, the origin of which is aecoanlod for as follows* 
In the time ol Moishid Kull KhAn, a BrAhman zamindAr, having 
fa tie u into arrears with his ravenuei was ordered to be dragged 
into I ho NaTvib's Baikutitka (paradiso)| i.a,, a tank filled with 
BrAhman from this ignominy, an anocsior of 
thifi family paid up the oniiro arrears—^nn act of generority which 
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pkaasd Uie Nawib so much that he batowed on him tho title of 
Sodramani. ITiifl diBinteirested actioo is attHbated by ooe writer 
to hCnnch&r; bat be could not have been the sfunimUr in the lime 
of Mumhid Kuli Khao^ who died in 1725, and it may be attributed 
with more probability to B&mesworV eldaet son, RagLadev * 

Among the desoendanU of Manohar, the best-knowa was 
Uarish Chandra Roi, who flouiiahcd ia the beginning of the 19 th 
centary. The groat Mt at SheorSphuli owes its origin to him, 
and he else built the fine temple of R&mchaudra at CuptipirA 
He specially patronized the worship of Jnganoith at Miheeh 
(Seiampore). Csnally he rode to the shrine with holf a dozen 
oaf riders and a long array of followers j and the hnnual ceremony 
of bathing •TagoaD&th’e image was postponed till he atriTed 
and issued orders for its performance. About 1530 a Teli 
family of Secampore baying come into poaseaaion of a portion 
of the land formiog the temple endowment, by foredosure of 
a mortgage of the Bally zamindflri, tried to nsurp this honour. 

Tbt> priests, being bribed by the Telia, hsd the image bathed 
when the latter gaye the word, and the crowds began to dispeme. 
Harish Chandra rode in haste to the temple, caused the chief 
priests to be bound and earned to Sheorfipholi, nrhea he subjected 
them for three days to many hiiids of indigaity though not to 
actual riolenoe. At last, on tlie iaterccesion of other zamindan 
and of the wealthy desses of Serampore, he released them on thdr 
giving a protniise to respect his rights in futurcL 

lu course of time the estate beosJUB involred, and it was 
eventually purchsaed at an anctiou oaltt by the late MaliArajft Sir 
Jotindra Mohan Tagore and the Esjs, of Dighipntia (llajahihi). 

The Bheoraphnli family is now iu reduced dicumstano^. 

The best known place iu Baidyabftti k a ghoi with a flight of uimit- 
eteps OD the UoogUy river, known na NimAi-ltrtha Ghit. It ia 'Tirtta 
mentioned by the poet Bipra JDas (1495 A, D ) the place 
where the merchant ChAnd found a nim tree with rosea hloom- 
ieg oil it. It ifl mentioned several times in the 16ih cpntuiy 
biographicB of Chnitanya and in other Becgali poeuiB j the uame 
NtmKi (changed from luw) ia probably duo to this QBaccialion 
with Chaitanya, who siia addressed at home as Nimii, Two large 
tu«ias or religions fairs are held at this ijAdt at the time ol the 
R&mai and Fans Sankrantf festivals. 

In old maps a place is shown herBabouts under various uemes 

fT.p., Degooa in EoWray's chart of 1688, Begon in the Pilot chart 


• Ctth*Ha Stfuip, Vol. IV (Jaty-Dennbe^ 1*^1, p- bj, 

1908. pp, 3*^0. . 

t SmiWt Vvli IV^ pp, 
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of And DigiitD in Eennell^ij wlfh a flaj^ donoLing^ a 

I»oUoe fitAtiDD. Thifi bas been idc=nifified by Yule nitL Dirgliangn,* 
a TjUsge aboYfl Baidyab^Hj ircm which a Dislrict Boord road 
nutfi West to Singur, But^ according to a Bengali poem of the 
ISth oentnryj onTTBiing the legend of BatyanflifayaDf and in that 
tonneclion ihe voyoge of n merchant down the riTer Hooghly, 
I ho hotter ia said to h^iTo touched at Degangft (below ChInBara)i 
where flowed bloomal on the aim tre&.t This is evi¬ 

dently the Nim&i-Tirtlia Ghdt of Baidyab^li. 

Chttinpdani h mentioned in the poem of Bipra Dk^ fA.D. 
I49u). It waa granted by Mir Jafar^ the Nawab NSaim of 
Bengali to Colonel Coote^ afterwards Sir Eyre OootOj Ooinmander^ 
in-C^ef ip India.The claim was recognized by Warren 
Haeidga^ in gpite of the protesta of Sir Philip Francis ; and her® 
^t^esided w-ith hb youcg wife {ni* Snsanm Hatclmifion). 
At ChampeUsni, in J78dj Warren llaBEiagg neview^cd the remnant 
^ the troops thnt had left Midnapore in Januaiy 1781 under 
Colonel Pearse to joitt ia the war against Baidor All J The jute 
mill at Chiniplaui is one of the oldest in the l*xovineOp having 
been built in 1872, 


_ village in th&na Pandna of the Hooghly subdi- 

^aiou, situated 1J milee oast of Baluchi atation on the East Indian 
Keilway^ with which it ia connected by a kaicHa road. It con¬ 
tains a High Englbh school and an in-door diapenaaiy* which are 
mmLtmncd out of a trust fund of Ka. 1,50,UdU left by Eabu 
Bihin Lai MuldieT}i, zamind^ of the plac^. On the death of 
^ widoWj in Dcceiuber lf)05f the whole estate came under 
^ 1 .* 6o?tTomeDt as a troBt to be Bdraioiatered for 

(■hantoble puipoaea. In 1908 the st-bool was mored into the 
zanmi^E and the diqieiissTj wm transferred to the 

old Echod baildings. Wilhia its compoutid are two templeB 
^ doors, oit one of which there is an inscription 

awnbing ita erection to Saha 1604 or 1683^3 A D. Uainohi is 
^owH in KenneUa Atlas with a flag mark indicafing a poUce 
Hatton, 8^ ihe Grand Trank Eoid passes bj i(. Iq old days 
the neighbourhood vyi noiwioas for robberies and dacoities* 

ooo ^ Hooghly subdivision, situated in 

^8 K and 88^88'E. It is situated od Ihe west bnok of the 
U^Uy,and isiisuQlIy reached by the Kibi steamer of the 
Bteam Navigation Company, which touches at Sripttr. 


- iJto^. ToJ, iij 217. 
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It is slao Eerrud by two ku/eAtt roads, one of wLioL {aboiit 7 miles 
long) oonneeU it witL Dunmrdft and tho other (0 miles loog) 
with IncLuxi. A ziniintUri ferry plies betireen Baligarli and 
Cblldah in NadiS dislriet; and (he new IIoogHy-EaiW’fi line, 
now under ooDslmcdoD, will pass near the place. The tillage 
itself is smiiU, havijig a population of only 703 persons, according 
to the oensns of 1901, but it is of some importance owing to its 
being a centre for the export of Tcgotables, which ore grown 
on the efittr$; boat bniliiitig is also carried on. It is the 
head^quarters of an Union Committee haYing jaiiediottoa 
over 30 miles. The police station of BalSgarh is at Chandift, 
and there is a tUspensary at Tenlulii between Chindra and 
Balignrb. 

BalagarL is a fairly old plnc^ irhich is ahowo in EeanellV 
Atlas as lying on the river, bat it is now a mils inland. It oontoios 
ft temple d E&dli& Gobinda, and is inhabited by many Kudu 
Brahmans and X&yastlis. About a mile from tlie river bauk is a 
thatched brick temple of Chandl, in the walls of which are brick 
panels each measuring two feet by one foot, and finely oan'ed 
with flowers and hmusn figures. Kot improbably I hey were tskea 
from some old ruined Becgoli temple. The pilkia and 
{of jack wood) are also carved with figurea and tracery. 

Bali (/Sfdff, sand).—A village in thAija Goghit. of the Aram* 
b«gh eabdivisi>.ii, rituated in £S°49'N. and 87°46'E. It lies on 
the light bank of the river Dwarakeswor 6 miles from ArambAgh, 
with which is is connected by the Ghstal road, To distinguish it 
from BaU (Bally) in Howrah, it is generolly called Bali- 
DiwAtiganj from a Ullage of that name a mile to the south, and 
sometimea BaH Hat from the fact that a big Ajt is held in 
DiwAngiinj twi<» a week. Silk and cotton cloths sro woven in 
this place and its neighbourhood, but the raauufaotuie is declining. 
It is the headquarters of an Union Committee, and there ia a 
rablio Works Dcpsrtmont bungalow about two miles south, at 
the village of Bara Dungar, ou an isUnd between two bracchoi 
of the UwArakeswar river. 

BallAbhpur.'-^A quarter of Serampore town, situated between 
Maheeh and Serampore (p. r.), 

Bandel—A quarter of Ilooghly town (y. rj situated in the 
north of the municipality. The name is also home by a In 
station on the Boat Indian Railway, a mile to iho west, from 
which the branch Hue to NaihAti starts. It was opened in 1904 
and has been made the tenninns of the Hoogkly^KAlwA line now 
under const motion. The name la a corruption of hantfar, meaning 
n wharf. » 
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BiiD^beria bam Wo sud placs).—A tows In the 

Hoogblj tMos, HoogMy Aubdi^ioa, fitjiated in 23^ 58" K. and 
88“ 34 E. Populaiioa (1911) fijOS* The town extenda along 
tlie west bank of (he nwr IJooglilyj froBi Sfaahganj in Uooghly 
town northwjmla to about hulf a mila north of Triboni ffhdt; 
on the West it ia bouuded for sooxo ilistanca by the Eoat 
Indian Rail way. It ie truTersed from south to north by the 
Hooghly«Kaln^ lOadj wMeh is matalXed up to Tribeni| whe??a 
there is a suapensldu bridge of 8 spana over the Saraswati. 
I3&uabori& la connected \nth Triabigh^ atalioa on the Ettet 
Indian Railway by a croaa-road a mile and 3 furlongs long^ 
and Triboni Ib oonneoted with Magrfi station by another abort 
erofi$-mad* Between Magrfl atuHoa and the Grand Trank Road 
the latter road maa below a high embankment known us Jdmdi 
i,e.f the Bondn-ijiw'i embankments A abort branch of the 
Bongil Proviudal Rail way abo oonneots Magra with XribeaT, and 
there u a station at the latter place. Both Bat4fibenl and Tribeai 
am further ficrred hy the Ksloa fiteameiB of the Caloutta Steam 
NaTigatioE Company^ for the traffic borne by which there is a 
pontoou at TribenI railway station* (anmll boataj alao ply 

frequently betw&eu these places and Hooghly-Chiusura^ carrying 
passeagers aad light goodss Bricks are manufactured along the 
iiT^er bank} while beU-metal and brass uten^ala are made in 
considerable quantitieB for export to Colcatta, the chief place* of 
manufacture being B&nBbeiia and Kbim^upiFft in the extreme 
south. The public buildinge located in B&nsbeiia sre the 
municipal office^ a police outpost, and a High EagHsh schooL An 
outdoor difipcnaaryi which is to be maintained by the Baiuchi 
estate, ia now (1090) being hnilt at Triheui near the railway 
fltation. Formerly the place was a centre of Banakrtt learoitig, 
haTing 13 or 14 toh in 1813« Both B&nsbsnA and Tribonl 
oontalu fiOtno old remains, of which an account is gi^eu beiow« 

The Tillage of Binsberia came into prominenoOi according to 
tradition, in the time of Righsb Dutt Rai Chaudhri of Biituli in 
the Burdw&n distiict^ He i* said to haTe been giTen the title 
of ChfiudJiri in the roign of Shih Jah^n^ the date of tho 
being 1066 H* (1656 AD+) He was sdao made ^anundir 
of 21 par^anm lying mostly in ^rkdr Sitgaon, for the manage- 
Mout ol which property he made thia village hia headquaTtera^ 
clefliing it of the bamboo jungle with which it was ovemin and 
building a luge house in it. Hhs son Ramsswar made B&nabenS 
hifl permanent home^ and brought in famiHce of Br^hmana 
Kayaathfl and othors^ Ho also founded several fo/t or Sanskrit 
Bchoola,*aiid built the finely carved briok temple of A^ant Heva 
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CUT VUiau In 16/9-80 AJ>.: tiiB moat rouad tta puluc# ia ascribe 
to Mm, Aa a for his apmoos in fittaclnug defaaliiag 

Kamiodaxi^ aiid nmkiEig tho Emperor 

Atiraagiffeb gave him the k^ikl of Fanja Perc^fa (five dnsEfiee of 
honourj and ilia lieroditaTy (itlo of Mdia^y*^ by n tfimd 

dated 1000 H. (1670 A-D.) Ia the flame year, bj anol^(?r mmd^ 
ho wee graiitcd 401 6iijhds of buid for hie rmdoriee^ aod the 
fliftniliidnii of twelve more p^r^anas, iooliidiug Oakutta. Iq the 
Ahalsa recorda Rameswar is oolored as the zamlndlr of prtrffmas 
Arsha^ etcM and he eertaioly bed the entire s^ariijudi^ under 
Ms managoment^ 

After his dontli^ some time before 1723 A+D., the estato 
appears to have heoa partitioned between his three aoDSi two 
nepbewfl and a Brihinan dependant, and was divided into two 
majkdrl (small) JsamlaEMria, vijt, AndiSp eto.^ vdth 11 
and Muhammad Amfapur with 14 ptrri/iintti. The eldest eon 
Eaghudeb got Aralia, nto.j aa hia one-third Ahare^ while 
Muhammad Amin pur was divided into hve taluks, the revenue 
being, however, paid jointly^ The two younger sonsp Mainnd 
and E^mkrishiia, received 9 and 7 annas shares^ reepeotively, of 
Muhammad Aminpur proper; the two oephews^ Maiiohar and 
Gangfidhor^ got 10 and 6 annos, zespedively^ of Boro ; and the 
Brahman Santoeh came into possosaion of pavgttna Answarpur. 
lUghndeh made large grants of rent-free lands to Brihmana^ 
and exoavated a moat in the Garhbatit w^hioh h now ailted 
up, Aa rclaied in the article on Baidyah4ti, the title 
a^ ii-Uftiaui (jewel of Siidrasi was very probably conferred on 
him. Ho was succeeded by his eon GoviitdadeVj who died 
in 1147 B.S. (1740 AJJ ), Ue k eaid to have lost Agradwlp 
owing to iho timidity of his agent at the NawSFi Court* who 
would not admit hia maater^s ownersMp of the place for fear 
of his kriog puLished for some loss of life which had ooeuned 
in n tmlti there. 

When Gohiiidatlev died, he bad no child livings and on thia 
account the Burdwan EAj* with the sand Ion of the XAwnb, took 
possession of Arsha, etc.—in fact, of the bulk of fhe 

properly on tho west tide of the Hooghly river;while Hfija 
Xfifth na Chandra took possesdou of pargana Holda on the east 
bank of the river. Three months after Govitida^s death, his 
wife gave birth to a son, who named Nrisinhadev^ By this 
time the family lelained only one flmall iwaMfti, Kolihandi, 
which the Ftfyfidr of Hooghly would not permit the Burdwiu 
Rdj to appropriate; and whtn the posfhumoua boy had 
attained mauhe^^ the English had taken possession of all the 
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property. After various ptddons to the l^ngliah Govcraia^nt) 
the then Governor-General, Warren llaalin-js, diieottd iLat 
thoas of his anoeator (Imt bad not been taken poflBeflsion 

of V the Burdwan iamiudto, but bad bot-n ineladed is the 
24 parffcin/ia^ ^ated to the English GoveratnoDt, should bo 
restored to ^nsnihadav. AocoidiDgly, hewaa given possesaioa of 
tiiae parff'inuB from 1779 A.D. Nriaiuhadev Itai was a man of 
sorao vorsalility. He built in 1780*89 A.I). a small totople d(>di* 
cated lo the goddeas Kfill or Swaynmlhava. made a mop of Bengal 
forWt^u Hastings, translated tho Uifttisi-i/tutia inio Jiai gali, 
and assisted llijs Jajjifir4y(in Ghoehil of Benarea in trjnaLiiing the 
Edii-k/iniida into Bangali verse. He left hia homo for Bauarea in 
1792, there beoame initiated in Tonlric rites, and i.,daraed in 
1799. Ho then began to build n large temple iu bon our of 
Hanseswari, but died iu 1803 before it was fichbed, 

Nriainbodeb left a minor son, dtuii.g wboso yoatb bis raotber, 
Einl Sankaii, maosged tbe eatato. She completed iu 1814 tbe 
temple of iianseBTVait aud ChatarduscswEir, wbicJi coat nearly 
five la khs of rupeea, expouded nearly a Ush of rupees iu tbs 
oeremony of itita-jiuritsia (widgliing one’s person), and spent 
mucb in ebarity, but otherwise led a aimpla and unostentatious 
life. There was au estrangcmeitt between her and her son 
Kaiiishdflv, who uldmately brought a. suit for recovery of poeaea* 
Sion of the estate, and obtaioed a decree in the lower court. The 
EanI then appealed to lie Saditr Diw&nl AdSlat. At length, both 
aides grew wesry of tbe liugatiou, and iu 1826 entered into a com* 
promise, by which tLo property became Kailaflhdov’a, bat 16 mavssai 
were left to theH&oi for petformiug dtp shelrd, XaUashdev died in 
18J8 leaving s graudaon Deboodradev nod three daqghteis, one of 
whom was mairiisd to Sriairayaa Singha, son of the well-known 
Lils Babu of tbe Biuk[Ar4 family. Bebeudia’s sudden uod prtma* 
taro death in 1853 hub a great shock to bis old grandmother, who 
fsix months bter executed a will, by which she deiTsed Uei estates 
to the goddess Hasstswarj, nominuting her three grsat-gnindsona 
as IStbdilt, and appointing their mother, llani Kiidswarl. as 
executnx, A few dsj's later, on tho night btfore tlie day of the 
E&li Puj&, aha died at an advanced ago. 

Eioi Kasiswuii managed the estate until i’lirnendudov, her 
mn, attained hia majority, Pumendudov, who had been educated 
in the nMgbly College, was diaringuiBhed for bis UbeiaKty and 
public ^t. During tbe Mutiny of 1857 he supplied the local 
authoritiee ndth a number of coolies and one thousand carte. He 
induced the East Indian Bajlway sutborities to open tiie Trisbigha 
station, and bore a large part of the oost of metalUag the 
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feeder road leading up to it. He coutiibiit«d talf iha M«t of 
metalling the Strand Road from Keoti (north of Bandelj io 
Tribeni, and made a free gift of a strip of laud along the CookoreLl 
rwd in Hooghly fowit. IJe further maintained a tLuriiable 
dispesaary, kept up au old Alnia>bouae at the pAlace, and did 
much to enoouraga rdcoalioii, the preapnl High Engliah school 
being opened by liini in 189.1. Ua died on S-jtli July I89H. 
leaving four sous, Stdiadr^dev, EjJufiudr.idflv, Maniadiadev, 
and Kamendi^dev, all of whom arH* etiU living-* 

The scene of Nlt<i-daFpnint (Minor of Indigo), a Ben<»ali 
drama by the lata Babu Dinnbandhu Mittia, is said to have 
bsL-n laid m an indigo factory of BanaberiA. For translating 
this work the Revd. J. Long was sent to jail for a mouth and 
was Qaed Re. 1,000, a anm paid for Iitth by a Bengali gent Ionian, t 
Cloa# to the river the Tativabodliiui SulihA of Calcutta, the 
original name of tho mcklern Adj Brahma Saiuaj, l^ad in JS43 
a floarifihing aohwl wirh 200 boys; bat as soma of tha loyg 
beeume Tcdauftele, many purauta withdrew iheir eoijs from the 
aohool, and Dwirk mSth Tagore having died in Eogland, hia son 
was uniible to mnlutain it. A perpituiil lease of the grouod 
with the bangalow w'as then purchased by Dr, I)aff with Rs. 6,000 
supplied by Major, afterwitKls Sir James, Out ram. The Afisaitm 
School staned Loie by Dr, Buff was in existotico fill 30 yoais ago * 
Before this, there was a Church nt Bansberia said to havo been 
tha Brat duialian Church in Bengal with an ludian hfiiiisti-r* 
the latter was one TArAchAud. a wtll-iuformed man who spoko 
English, French aikd Poclugiiesa with flaei.oy.?i 

The chief objeots of architoetuTiit iufemt iirti fouud withifi 
the Qiirhb.iti, i, s., tho fort oompouDd of the Bansberia zaraijidira. 
It has two monts, one dug by Rimeswar, and tbs other by 
Raghudev, but the letter has more or loss ^ted up. The other 
raont is orosied by a causewuy, ending iii a fiuo gateway (both 
said to have been built by Nrisinhodev), with rows of ctfiul 
tret a on both aides forming a broad avenue The old palsco 
hsa disappoarrd, being replaced by a plain double-sloreyed build- 
ing wiih a long range of rooms. 

To the cast and north'eaat of the Dioderit palace are the three 
temples of Viahuu, Swayiuubhava or Kilt, and HanscawsH 
The Vishnu temple ia the oldest, being built in 1679-Sd A D, 

* S, C> 7Uf.iiSiijAen4 Saj, Ciledtta, l9(t& 
t CtAtlCtTlp. ZITnfe nUcf Oidy 3lCi»l7. 

It Lif* of Dr. Dtrff; Dr. ^taiihy YoMT, 

Frrttml, VqJ. p. flip 111, |h iSi 

S VcL Vljp«40G, ■ 
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If* With a tower on the roof 

'f f tiupretoHdoua flat-ioofed temp]/ 

bttilt m 1/88-89 and d«<iicated to Swajonthhava ^ ' 

*ho oast, and is the 

large^ of the three. It was completed iu 1814-16 after 15 
yeare work? aeToral Benares maaona 'were employed, and the 

roof of the Bonfire, atyle. It Lae 13 onX^1^“”tiiM 

.0 feet high On the gmnnd floor ia the ahrioe with a 
FCMadah on ea^ aide dirn^d into moms. The preaiding deity 
w nanaeawor, who« image la of nm wood, pabt^ Unefiifl ^ 
^ated on a lotu^ower, the .talk of which aprS^ 

prcaimte. The verandah on the aonth, which forma 
the front is eupporled by 12 ornamented erchea, Thg painted 
filing the latti^.work above the ceiling and the alone fountain 
below, have a pleaaing effect, in spite of the circiunflcnW apace. 
In of the ei:pol..fl above the roof ia a marble image of 
Siva to that there „a in all 13 images, which with the^Sivn 
m ground-floer make np the fourteen refetxod to in the 
Sanaknt mBmptioii as Chetnrdaseswar. The upper fioom am 
^esaible tl^i^h stairoaaee in the north vemadah- The 
ground block* mcludiog the ahrine, ia 44| feet aquara ■ the front 
^dd. „n U.. Bath, ,hi<J. i, edlrf* ;, ,h' 

^nang-hall, le nearly [square, meBBuriog 82' 2* bv 21' 10'* 

^agh .poat ly th. gBUad a«rl.h.g*di,tJtoL.Ui; 


t "J: The placeisBo namedfrom 

floli trench out at this point, the Bhagirathl 

flowmg to the ^th, the SsroBawatl to the w^t (right) and 

tb«'^” Kanchrapira mt to the east (left). This jSc ion of Se 
three e^ « meniioued in the Parana^afam, a Sniekrit poem of 
^e Wqus^r of the twelfth century, butthoMcctity of thTpb^ 
w^ rtoqgnmed much eerUer. In the early Muiin jS 

of orfiriizabid. With the lomoval 

th. »&ai he^'lIS^th' '* Ju 

'ihwnci 01 tfte thirteenth centuiy, Tnbeni ioet ila 
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import.a« r. the ^ddl. of th« Bi..teenth centuiy it eppea« 
to hftTo pased into tha hands of tiio Orij-a kine, jratunda Hsri. 
trofld flight of stops on tho ri^or and the 

® had reconquered this part of the 

ttntiy, tet Tvithin a decade it pnaaed tmder the mio of the 
Moghal Liuporor Aibsr. 

Bp and do™ the nver, which is mentioned in the poem of 

m^ M^r, Wiliiflm Hedges pasaed hy “Trippanj*' in hia 

CrT 5L ' ™ Coaaimba^sr. and in m7 L nephew 

lioDert: Hedges^ na PresideDt, received, in smnt u^at« ^ * 

ha return from the co^ 
?T FamkksiyAr. ITio Dutch Admiral Stavorirtua a^ 
ns.t^ lu 1,70. Tribenl with Bansberift had soTcrsl 

Se“ti ’“r’^ J«g^nn4th Tark«psnchtnan, 

the tutor of Sir WiUiam Jones and compiler of a digest cf Hindu 

laws was one of its diatinguiahed aoholan. Tim doroiion to 
Sanaltnt learning has bow nearly died out, Samskrit being tanaht 
Only ic ^>D& M, kept up hy one of Mu d^uoend^nlu 

Th6 easting remains in Trifeni are few. The only Hindu ^ 
romaiBs I« immediately north of the iunotion of the iSsms^tf kZ 

“’"i s^®Pa ai^e by side loading 

into the nvw bed, each ooDasting of more than thirty stew m 

a group of sOTon smaU temples, aO yarda from the river, of wWch 
the oentral one has a tower about 30 feet high and 13 feat mua™ 

^U.. UnpMd, Ti. i. ™ te 

liver bank south of the Saraswati Khai. They oonaat of Si 
^n ^Unn witt two ondosumB, and {3} a ruined ufosque, 30 yaS 
to the west of ^e dstdaa. The Brat enelosnie ia built of krjye 
basalt stonM j its east wnU faces the river and oontaipa mutikt^ 
Hindu idols nnd dragons; in it is fixed, at a height of 6 feet 
a piece of iron said to have been the handle of 2afar EhiiiV 
battle aie, The second enolosuxe is of flandatone end contains 
four tombs, said by tradition to be (hose of Zafar Khin of his 
two sons, Ain Khan Ghazi and Ghain IChAn GhJzi, and of the 
wife of his th^ son, BarkliAn Ghari, Bnikhfin Gbizi himself 
waa buried in the first endosnre with his two sons, Bahlm 
KhAn aud Korim Khfiu. The mosque beyond the second en 
clmars appeals to have been built with materials obtained fn,™ 

Ilindu temples. The low basalt pillars supports g its sr^hea are 
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uDusiiflllj Btid ih& domes hoiiEontpI sr^liefi {HiDdu)t 

are inade Up of suoctflsiTo rings of etorieSf tte diameter of 
earb layer boirg somewbat less thou that of tbo layer beloTi?'; 
the w1id 1& b oappid by a eirculftr ^tone, eotering the email 
aperiure at the top^* Some of the domea are broken, and ee^eiffll 
basalt pillars lie soatlc-red about; the foarLdeiioDs of other 
etructures may be eren oloeo bj^ A good deal of the jungle bos 
now been cleared, and the bmldingfi are visible froin the 
road. 

Six old inacTiptionB in Arabio have been found on tho 
wcalero wall of the mosquet and two io the eoootid enchjaave of 
the ^sidMU, The meet mtereeliug of the iueeriptions are one in 
Ihe molqnoj dated 698 H. (1298 A. D>). rscotdiiig the erectioa of a 
moaque by Zefar Kh&n, the Tiirkt aud another in the enclosure^ 
dated 713 H. (1313 A. D^),recocding the erection of a madrma 
named Ddru^ KAairdl (house of benevok-aoa] by Elhan Mohammad 
ZbIat Khin in the reigu of FiroJ Shsh- The Inseriptiona nra in 
black baaalt with the Latte re taiMd, nud the charooters arc mostly 
in Tiigbr&^ On the of the basalt macrip^ous ia tho second 

enclosure are carved Bcveral aeTpentB and dregons, from which it 
appears that the atono ‘wm taken Iroin eome lllndti toinplB^ 
According to a genealogical chart preamed by iho mutairnUh 
of Zafar Kh&u^a tomb^ he k said to have come tom Marglon in 
Murshidabfid Th^ traditions dcclato that he was HUi^d in n 
battle uith Raji Bhodeb. Hk third sou, Barkhau 6hlzi!i is said 
to have eonquored the Bajft of Hooghly {?) and merriod hk 
daughter, who liea buried in the Bccond caoloeriro^ ZniA.t ICban 
k eonnoGted with Shih SBB-ud'dlu of Pandua, being represented 
aa elthiT his uncle or hi^ friend and assi^ciatei and k also oon* 
neottd with Saiyud Fskhr^ud-dln, father of Saiyad JoniM*ud-dip, 
who built a mosque at S&tg^oii in 93(i H. or nearly 240 yenra 
later, 

Serernl important mtlfU freligious f&to) are held &t Tribeu]. 
They ere chiefly ooncenied with bathing ia the Blilgirsthl on 
aiiepieioiis days, (I) Dasshira, in honour of the Oauges, 
in June} (2) Saukrieria, espedally UttarlyaD, when the atm 
enters the Tropic of Capricorn, on the lest day of the mouth 
of Paua (in the piddle of January), and Mnh^-vlfihuva, 
whue the year ends (about the middle of Aprilj * (3) Biruttl, in 
honour of Bam oa, the god of vrateis, in Chaitra (Ifatch^ April) * 


• >]. XlkiiLRiinfti, J, A* S* B ^ lt?lOp pp. 
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(4) EcUpec-daya. Large crowda vkit the place during the 
nUorayan-SutikT&nti and BAtildI feetiTals. 

Bhadreswat.—A town ie Ihina Serampore, of the Senmpote 
giibdtvisioD, situated in 33* oO'N* and 88* 21 Ti. It is bounded 
by the Ilooghly river on the east, (he East Indian EaUway line on 
the west, Froncli Chand^msgore on the north and Baidyabati on 
the south^ It forms a mnrioipolity divided into four werda^ ris,, 
Oanrhiili (Gihirvtti), Bhadreswar, Telinipdra and Minkuuda. 

The Qiraud Trunk Hoad from Calcutta paases through the town, 
while the Eoet Indian Eoilway toaohea it at two etationa, 
Bhadnswar and M&nkuudu ■, and there are four ferries, two 
of which belong to the DUtrict Board, e/i., Tehniptra to Sham- 
neger and Paltii Gh4t to Gihirctti, while two are zamlndiri. 

I( contains a town oulpoet of Serampore rhilna, the Municipal 
office, an outdoor diapeusjiry and a High Eoglish sohool. 
Sanskrit is taught in a tot at Bbinlrpstvar and in 3 (cl« at 
Gauihati, gtammar being tho favourite subject of study: 
there were Iti tt/t in It^ 18. Ehadreswai is practically a mill town, 
the Victoria Jute Worts being aituated at Telinipiri and ths 
Dfllhonme and Norlhbroot {recently opuedji Jute Mills at 
Bhadreawar. The population has grown firotn 7,417 in 1872 to 
24,353 in IPOl, the bulk of the iDcmose beii-g due in inmugiatioa, 
as indicated by the growth iu moles from 3,518 to 15,863 and 
thdr large oxot-ss over females who in 12U nnmbericd only 8,491. 

BhndrcsWQT io an old place, being mentioned in the poem of Biiadrw. 
Bip» Dks 11495 A.D.) ond shown [a the Pilot chart of 1703 
asBuddesy. It is so called after a temple of Bhadreawar, a 
title of Siva. I’hs shrine is largely frequected, chiefly by females, 
in the hope of ohteining cure from illneea or the attoitiiient of 
some cherished nish. In old days Bhadieswar was a great mart, 

Betring Oeloutta and the surrouading e-unfiy within & mdina 
of 30 miles, but the competition of Sheorkphuli has greatly 
reduced its importune*. It bos now three markets, one in 
the Victoria Mill tratii neat the river belonging to Ii4jk Kyiiri 
Mohan Mukherji, and two others in Teliaipira and Bhadrwwar 
belonging to the Banecji family of TeUoipkri. The chief arlioles 
of trade are jute and rice. 

Oaurhati or GiuTerii adjoins GhAmpdkni on the north, but not abirottu 
all of it is British territoiy. A long strip, is b the possession 
of the French, and is known as Faraei^anj^te., the French 
market. French Ghiretti lie* almost entirely between the Grand 
Trunk Eoad and the river \ in Lis jioplhem comar are the ruins 
of the con [dry house of the Qovernon of French Chsnder- 
nagorc. It ta shown In Bolt’s map of Bengal {firea 1770 

s 
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A.D.) M French Garden and in Joaeph'B 0 / th* Socgitf 

A£ Old French Garden. According to Iradition, tho hoUfie-wofl 
built by Ihiplei*, and it eiisted in the time of StaTonn^, 
when the Dutch Governor Tifoa leceivod hera in at ate by the 
French Obief M- ChovaUer. ‘‘Sbworinua teljU na that on the 
32iid of Pebmary 1770 the Dutch paid n nntiomil visit to the 
French Governor, and aa f ht ae vimts wcro accotnpfl^ni* d with mneh 
ceremony when the guest woe received at iho chief factory, the 
Dutch Govemot preferred p,i.yiug it at th« country aeat of GhmtU. 
The party set ofl from Chinsura at four o’clock iu aij cainii^ 
and Whod the chateau at sbr, where they were revived at the 
bottom of the Btnpa and conduct ed into a large fialoon ui which ^e 
principal l.diea and goctlemm of Cb.redcniagora were aa^mblod. 
At sewn the Dutch guests were invited to witnCBS a play in a 
Blight htiilding which had bean erected for the purpose. Ihe 
play was over at tea, when they wore led into a Inrge room, 
in which a hundred ladies and genilenien sat down to an 
elegant supper. The party broke up at one, and reliimed to 

Cbinsura.”* ^ ‘--a n’t sfi 

The place fignicd aomewhat proiniueutly in liyo-aT. ittoi 

the mas^ of Ihe Bkck Hole, some of the English wetd up 
to the *' French liardens,^’ where Mr. Young, iho l^niseiaa super- 
bargo resided. In Hay and June 1767 CUvo halted at the 

"French Gardena, Chanderoagore “ waiGug for the conErmahon 

of the secret treaty with Mir Jofar j and it was from this placo 
that on the I3th June Clive startod on his momonloos march 
toward Miiifihidiib4d,t 

South of the Preach Gaideca is the villsgc of Ghiretli proper, 
where a ooneiderable portion of the Bengal army need to 
be quartered. From the rroocedinga of the Calcutta Council, 
dated 21rt March 1763, we find that it was resolved to place 
the Bengsl army at Gbirelti and the other half at Fatoa wtiBe 
Stavoriuua 11770 A.D.) noticed that at ■‘Garelty" the Fngliah 
had a niilit^ fort, often oontainlng a thousand or more men. In 
BenneU's Atlas, piste ih* "Cantonmonta ** are uutoied 

irut below Ghyretty. It is not known when the troops were 
vitMia^ra. 

Bhitargarh—(Wifir* itcer, and tjurh, foitb A purt ol Mi4Q- 

4(hr*TigArK See StMndiieitii 

—Sm Beidyabiti- 


* J, C- aliiMmutT » (JIf 0/ fid Cvleulle Kiriiw 

1V, SOT* 

t Hill* Tda L F- ^ ^ p pf- 
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Cli&nderndgor^.—A town oa the ri^i'er IIodgM^f HitnatKl a 
^(irt dietincQ b^low Oiiuiura id 32^ 53'N, and SS'E. It 
eoudfita of two pnitfl^ th'tt to tho eouib l>ploniging to Frooeli 
And timt td tiio norib to iHe British ^ tlwy oro Hcparatod bf a ditcb^ 
which tbo French weru oUowed to dig by ih^ I3th article of tbo 
treaty of Yersaillvii lu 1733, Th'^ Prencli tonitory Ia about -1 
milea long and one mllo broad p ert ending aloDg the xiver froizL 
TcUnipflrA to British Cbandornagore. Ita biAtory bna been given 
in Chapter lU ; a fnrthor deaniptioa of thia fortigti eetUeineni 
la beyond the aoope of ihis work. British Cbanderirngow fonna 
the aoathernnioat ward of the Hooghly-ChiDAura Muoieipalliy 
(pide Hoogbly,» The name Clmndornagore ia deiived either from 
^liandi'Q^ moon, or aaDdalwood^ and town. 

Ch&ndltaiar—village ia the ^erampare JsiibdiviaioD^aitnated 
OD the right bank of the Sjiraawatl^ It it the h^dqnaifera of 
a poHee station with jndsdiolliQii over 72 square nule&t and of an 
Uoioti Oumnuttee with sn ar^^a of 3 square nules. It is touohed 
by the Huwnih-SheskhiU Light Eallway, and the siatioa fonuA 
a itmction for a short briinch line to Jausi* The- villege it an old 
pliiee shown in Rcnoeirs Atlsa is the aito of a police ststion from 
which several roads mdinted 

Chinsnrai iVemacular Cftunthurd^ derivation not traoeablo) 
part of the Hooghl 3 '-ChiiiffliTii Mnnidpslily* See Hooghly. 
Dodpnr,—A village situated on the GhineiLra^BhaniAkhtii 
roadt with an iodependont ontpoii. Some *hikan (embroidoivd) 
work is made in the neighbourhood 

p hnniakh kli.—A large Tillage in the Hooghly iiibdiviaion 
and the hoadquirters of the largest Lb&na in either that or the 
Sonunpore BubdiviBioo (135 aqu-^rei milai). It ia a mile diatmt 
from the railway station of the s^me name on tho Bengal Provin- 
oiol Bail way t and contains a District Board bupgalow. In the 
middio of the 18th ceniu^ the £abI India Compaiay had a largo 
or weaving factory at thi a pUc^e, which was referred ie as 
DooneaooUy. In ihoeo days it was a more inapodaot plaoe, tbo 
main rood from Hoogbly (o Silimatb (Salimibad) passing by 
Douiarbali (wide Valontyii’s map pnbliahod in 1725). In 
BonnoU's Atlas BeneaeoUy is fibowD with a dflg indicating a polioo 
station and as the joxictioii point of several roads. 

Dfw&ngnnj^—A village in the ArimbAgh sabdivision and 
ih&na, oontigiiouB to B&li (q^ v.), 

DwftrbaflinL—A village in thlna PauduA, of the Hooghly 
aabdiviaioD. It is |eh of a milo from the sUtioii of the same name 
on the Bengal Ptoviocial Hailwayi and conUiDi an onl-door di^n- 
eory and the kackahri of ibe samludar, Bijl PijAri Mohan 
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Mukliorji. Tha name >* tliat of a goddess and is derived from 
dipflr, A door, and Adiwi, reaideiit. The foUowiug t radii ioiia 
connootod with the place are quoted feom Cra-niord’s History ol 
the Hooghly DisitrioU— 

“At the time of the Mnsalmftu Invarion of Bougal a 
line of Hindu kings ol the Sedgop oaete had iheii capital 
at Dwirhisini. The last of them w^s ntimed IhfAr PH. His 
dominiona were invaded by a Miiaalman genera 1 named 
Muhammad Ali. The first battle fongbt was indeoieive. In 
UwU Ffil'a palace endosum was a tank called the AVind, 

which had the property of coring tbo wounds of all who bathed 
in it, and even of restoring lo life the bodies of those killed 
in battle, if they were placed in the holy water, A Musaimin 
BJiiut, named Saha Jokai, obtained pormisBion from Dwir Pal 
to bathe in this tack, and entered llie water wiih a piece of beef 
concealed in his garments ; the pollution thus caused deatroyed 
the miiaoaloua propertiee of thu fauk. Deprived of its help, Dwar 
PH was totally defeated by the ioTadeis in a second battle, eftcr 
which ho and hie whole family burned themselves on a funeral 
pile within Ha paUoe, which was thus reduced to a heap of 
^nins, kuown os Dhon Pata. Bofow bk death he predicted that 
whenever a reepec‘able Hindu of the Sedgop caste should come 
to live at DwirbAul, be would beoomo its king. It ie said that 
os long aa the Musalmin dominloa lasted, no Sidgop was ever 
allowed to settle there. 

“ The tank now ahowu as the Jihat Kami js simply a (small 
shallow pool on the south side of a much Larger tank known 
aa Kimana (prayer-fulfiUing). A small tomb on the east of 
Iho Jibat Kujid is said to be that of the Pir^ Saha Jokei. 
Another large tank, a Uttlo to the east, now divided by otobs 
bindhi into three small tanks, is known as Chandra Kup ttank 
of moousHue). Some distouoo farther north ore another large 
tank, called Pdfiharan (mn-njmoviiig}, and a scries of seven taois 
osUed Sit SaiiH after the Rija’s sei on wives. On the sonth^east of 
DwAihaiDi is a aUghtly raified mound, oompoaed of broken brick, 
known as the (jnjrA, or fori. All over the villsge, a little below 
the surface, »ie the remains of brick houses and WhUb, with many 
filled-up wells ; and local tradition says that much treasure has 
from time to time been dug up, as well os many broken sculptured 
stouea.'’ 

Oangadhnrpnr.—Ac estate in the Semupore subdivisicn 
(/dMi number 4b), with an area of about 2,343 acres, the rent- 
roll being bts- 62,l7U aud the land ravenue Re. 47,602, The 
eetate is to called after a village of the same nemo i>i the Rsl^aih 
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til Ana, and the present pjfoprif^tore are B^biis Ohfmdra Mohau 
Bauerji, Hari Mohan Banerji and thetr co-eharans, all df^soeodanta 
of Boddi Nath Banerji. The early history of the cst-oto will be 
found in the orliole on Saraa^ 

Ohiretti or Gaarhiti. —A village in Bhadieswor town (q. v-) 
Qoghat (6&t oattlo nndyhdfi^ bill pm] —A smBU villiige 
in the Arambkgh subdivision, aitnated 6 milea weat of ArambAgh 
lawn. It h the headquarters of a Ihatia, and lies on l ha Old 
NAgpur road, not for from Bhitargarh and (Jarh htandsrEiD^ and 
mUtfi ertfit of Kamitpukhor, the home of EimNkriflhna Pamm- 
haoea, whero there is a rest-house of the Distnot Boards 

Ouptipara {ffa/i-iii ooncenled ood quartais)*— A large 

village in ihina BnJAgarh of th-n Hooghly eubdivision* in the 
f-xtrLTue norlh^eiiat of the district, siluated nboat 1J miles west of 
the right bank of the Hooghly* Tlie houses extend along 
a wide rood for about a mile end hslf, and include some 
fine njodem buildingg belonging to the Sen family. The village 
ia connected with Dumurdi by two District Board roads^ but 
the usual way of renohitig it is by the KslnA steamer* which 
stops at the river bant neniost to it. It contains a High 
English school, and was formerly a centre of Sanskrit learning. 
Mathura Bbattacblryo* the auihor of Knipa 

an anthology of religions poems in SanAkrit* flourished hero, 
but there are now no M$. 

GluptipfirA was a well-known place in the Iflth centuty, 
**■ Guptapara ” is shown in tho map of Stavoimus (arcff 1770 
A. DJ* but on the left bank of the river. This^ if corrsctp indicates 
an older site * for in the Bengali poetus of the 18th eenturyj, the 
viUtige is distinctly mentioned as being on the right hank.* The 
former itaporlanM of the place is still attested by the number of 
BrAhmona and Baidyae reriding in. it, and by its femplea and 
religious fairs. The Bevd* J. Long in 1846 remarked:—“On the 
oppofiite side of the river (i.e. right bank) ia Guptapnra, the people 
of which are famous for their activity and wit and Iho purity of 
their Bengali i there arc 15 tolas (^ois) and muoy Panditia who 
study the Ntjdp^t Shdslrts (tfc) \ it m also notorious for thit^vea and 
BiAhmans. In 1770* Cterinjib (Chiranjih; BbattAchlrya of 
Ghiptflpaia compoBed in Sanskrit I he Fidi/<fwModii(a) T^rangmiz 
it treats of Hindu philosophy, and is in high repute among the 
natives. It was translated into Eoglish in 1033 hy BAja 
EdUkis&cn of Calcutia,’'t The village used to bo suiraundcd by 

Fsfl3, Sakif^BrjfatUAad Tai VIH, Jh ; 

CXindrakautm, Ila VqL X, p* lOO. 

t Vd. Vl^ 1^, 41tli ^ 
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woods which were infeatcd by monkoyB, Stavoriaos mentions 
having swa a great naaiber of moakeyHia a wood near tho^illAga^ 

It ifl a±id th&t Eftja Kriahnft Ckandrii lUi procured uioob&ya 
from ihifl place and bad a ceremony of nifliriago performed for 
Iheia at Kriabaagar, inYiting many pnudiiM to the oeietaony^ (ho 
expensas of which Bmonoted to aboat half ^ lakh- To aak persona 
whether they come from Guptipari k proverbudly tantamount to 
B&kitig ifchethe? they are meakoyH. ThcHo woods and the diatance 
from hesdciaarterB naturally favoured the corajnksion o£ *Uefta 
and dacoitka- 

The chief object of iuler^^st k & group of templea at the 
end of the nUago. Ranged round a quadrangle, and enclosed 
within a rather high wallj ore four ahriuea known aa the tempka of 
ChaitanyadeT, BrindibanchaBdra, Ramchaiidra and Kriahna- 
chaBdro, aU io the Bungal alyle oi architecture- The oldest la that 
of Chnitnuyadev which faces ewsfc and baa a door on the wcat | thero 
wercthree cuspod Rxchefton lha east, but they have been YTHlied 
npi leaving a amuU door. Its roof k of the ^yp®» 

two iron rock to represent Bplrcs- It containa the imagea of Chtiit- 
anya and ^lilytoand, the two great Yaiahoava preachers of Refigal. 
Aocording to a uote in the records of a loc il Paudit, the lempk 
wee built by Bkeewai Eai in the reign of Akbar, and therefore 
apparently in (be beginiung of the ITih century , thk ebim 
to antiquity ia supported by i(H thiu bricks and nrehaic appaftrouce- 
The Bhriuc of Brindi-bAuchandra k the biggest of the temples; 
indeed, the whole group is often called Brindabauchandra a 
Its roof is Qorvod lita that of a Bengali thatched hut snd is 
capped by a duplicate thereoL The entrance door and the iuaido 
of the sanctum are painted with figuroeof Krishna, R&dha and 
Gopie, of trees, folkge, etc. In th^ sauctum are wooden imagcfl 
oE Kiishna* B§dh&p Qnrud^ JagannSih and Balarftm. The fiae^ 
of the gronp, however, k the temple of Rimohandra, It is 
madi^ of led-colouitd bricks, and has a curved roof ; over the roof 
k a tower-like stfuctuie, to which aocoas k had by a slsirca^. 
The front wall of the verandah, and also, to some extent, of the 
Banctum^ k covered wilhbiiok pauek finely carved in the best style 
of Bengali art* <with figures of gods and goddeea^ aud aceoes 
from the epics and Purinass ohiefly Vm^umvite, The temple 
is said to have been built by Harishiidtandra Rat of Sheoriphi^i 
probably trowaidfl the end of the I8th century^ It oontaine 
painted wooden images of RaTnehandTS^ Lakshman (to the right) 
aqd Bits (to the left), the imsgea being the largest of all those at 
Quptip^. Just opposite thk ehrinCi on the other side of the 
quadrangle, Etanda the fourth temple of Krkhunehaiidre, with ^smaU 
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of KrishuAi ftnd Rftdiii,* It is said to bsTo been built by 
Daiidi MadJiufindin In tha time of Nairtb Aii Vardi Khiti. 
The story is tliai the Dandi, vho waa ia charge of the mat At 
fell into nireers with his revenue, upon which the Nawib 

satuiiioiied Sri Riindabanjiu tolIuishiJib&d. The Daodl, fearing 

deaecnition and losing nil hope of getting the god back, set up a 
now imago of KnsltQu and Rldhaf and built ibis uoTf temple 
for it. 

ThsffiatA has tffbeUftr property yielding an iaoome of Ba. 1,000 
a Tuotitb. The founder of tho tnniA was ^ityadev Saraswati; 
Biawtswnr Roi of Guplipija, who built the temple of Ohaiunya- 
dev, was his disciple. Salyadev U said to have induced the 
zaminditrs of the dliiiriot to build the maui temple of Bn-ndiban* 
chatidiu. Tho ruath remalticd ia ehstge of Mohaota, who bore the 
title of Saraawatl, up to 1903. The last Mahant was dismissed by 
the Civil Court on aooount of imsiinanageiiiieot and inoapaoity, 
and sinc^ then ihe estate has been under the ohsige of a 
Munoger. The chief Vaishaava festivals, vis., EiSj Dol, Rath 
and Ulta-Eath, are observed here, the two last named being 
attended by large orowda 

Haripal— A villsgo in the SBrampore Mibdiviaion, lying 
between the K5na Nadi and the Taiateswar branch of the East 
Indian Railway. Here are located a police statioa, a Union 
Conunittee, a post office, a HlghEogliBb school, a railway atadon, 
and close by a District Board bungalow. There is also an OUt-door 
dispena'iry opened by i be District Board in 1908 ; Srimati Suibita 
Sundaii Dasi, widow of the late Bims Cham Bhar of HaripH, 
contributed Es. 25,000 as an endowment. Cotton cloths are 
manufactured on hand looma in considierablc t^uantitiea in the 
neighbourhood, llaripil and DwfiTh4f4 being oentries of the 
industry. This industiy ia evidently a enivivnl of lha manu¬ 
facture carried on in the 18lh century, when the East India 
Company had a Inige 'aurutig at weaving factory at Harip^. 
In 1755 Rs- 65,443 were advanced to Wfjaveia ia this aumaff, 
while it ifi noted in tho MiDutes of ConEultationa of Fort 
Willinm of the same 3'ear thst the Balssore mutmats purchased at 
this place had been much improved. In an official report on the 
flwrttBiTi in 1767, it is said that at Dw^haW the Company's 
affaire were in a disiressed situatiou,’' nearly Ra. 50,000 of the 
last year's □dvacoea being outatandiug. After this, the Company 
kept up aCommcrchl Rtsideocy at Haiip&l from about 1790 to 
1835 for the purehuae of cotton fabrics. About the latter year the 

* Sengnli Ttmplt*, M. M. Cbalnvortt, J. *. S. B,, ISO®, jp. 141 —mU 
flgi* 9 md 0. • 
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Eesidducj wBft abolidied and ite rite wilh buildbga aold off. 
ii Hfeppanl appeals in Bon noil's Atlaa^ plate vu (1779 AJ).). 

Hrldayr^piU:'.—An estate in the Seimaporo anbdiTleioii wirh 
an area of 19^1 aarest a rent roll of Ra- 54,6flo and a land 
reTenufl demand of Ra* 44j?40* Tho eata<e formerly Wlongfd to 
the zamfnddia of Singar,but wna bought from ihem by Bii’bii Jay a 
Krishna Mnkherji of Uttarpirai originniiy a focord-keepEr in ihe 
Hooghly CoUeolorate, whoBo dcsoendanls are large landed pr^ 
prielore. It aubeequently paesed to Eij Kriahnn Mutherji, 
brother^ when (here was a partition bc^twoon (hem. It is now ia 
^ poeaeefdon of Bfthu Manohar Mtikherji of IJttar[:i4r^ Bibu Siinftih 
Chatterji of KaItiA, Bibu Giriji Nith Rai Chaudlni of Satkhirl 
and other co-ahareiB. The estate h so called after a village of 
the Ham s name in the DhaniikhAii ihAna. 

HooghJy.~ThE beadqnartera of (he distneti rituated on the 
west batik of the river Hooghly (EhAgirathl) in 22"° 55'' N* and 
88 24T3, i'opdUtion i 1911 j 28,916. The name U probably derived 
fmm a rood which once grew abundantly in ihk lowlity. 

The Grand Trunk Ro£kd paBsee through the totra, of which it 
fomis the westtni boundary for ^more than two rndfs^ and (he 
Kalna steamors of the Cilcntta 8teaici Navigation Compatiy touch 
it On their Way up and down the river. The town ia, howeverr 
mo€t easily reached by tuiL The East Indian Railway runs near 
the western boundary and hsa three etatione wiibiu the limita of 
the town, viz., ChinEUxa, Hooghly and BandoL Junction- The 
Eaatem Bengal State Railway pagans on the other side of the river* 
wirh a station at Naihlti* which ig connected with Ban del by a 
branch line croedng the river over the J ubilce Bridge i tbe river 
ean also be crossed by boata plying between Haihati and Hoogly. 

The muoieipality whi<ih was created in 1865^ oonsiets practi* 
cally ol two towiua* Hooghly and Ghiusura* and is consequently 
often called Uooghly-Chinsura. It exleuda along the river bonk 
for more than five its breadth varying from half s milo to a 

uulo and half. It is dividi.'d Into wards* the northoru three 
falling within Hooghly and the southern three wiibln Chiu^ure. 
The wards are foimcd by grouping together several par^^ or 
quBittis of ihe towns. 

sbibic&nj Tho first ward contains Sbahganj* EcotA and BandeL Shah* 

afi4Kcbii^g43ij^ which contains a police out-poet, m a place of some 
trade with a large miukeh The prmcipfll gunje^ or graneriea 
of the tovrn w'ere formerly located here: these granaricka were 
looted by the Brilish forces on 15ih January 1757." The 


3. 0; Kkll, im 17^6^7, VoU III. pti. 37, 43 ; VdL II, p. 190. 
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place is named after ShAli: 35 dih A5im*-iia-SliAB, the giandeon 
of Anrangzeb^ and Naw6t of Bengal from lti97 to 170T* to 
whom an old moeqne in thia {^uniter is attributed.* Bontli of 
Shlhgaoj ia Keota, which ia probably ao colled from a colony of 
Kewata or hjahermen on the river bo oh. 

Further south ie Bandelj a name evidently derived from the lianttui^ 
Bengali word iGudar^ meaning a port. Bai dal appears to have 
been the port of Hooghly town in the lime of the Portugnese 
end the Uughela^ while Tieffenthaler {l7S*i) ref era to the whole 
towm of Hooghly na liandpr. The wrnaculiii name i$ Balagarh 
(the atroDg fort). 

The only romaius of inlereat are the ohurch and monastery- 
The former replaced an old dmreh built by the Portugiiese 
in their fort at Hooghly in 1699, whith wna razed to the gronnd 
by the Muhammadaos on the capture of the town in 1B32* 

The Pofltigueaa were aoou afi.erwiirde allowed to rfturp to 
Hooghly and appear to have settled in Bandclj Bowrey remart- 
ing (1679):—“They (the Portugnoae) have a very large town, 
about one FngUfih milB above the Er^glkh Factory ; it ia called 
the BandeL I judge It is 2 ELgU^ miles in circuit, very 
populous of men, women and children. They are for the 
moat part very poore.^'t The pri'seut church and monastery 
are said to have been bmit in 16t 0 by Gomes do Soto, who 
had the kej^one of the old ohtireb (with fhe data 1699 on 
it), which hid haan saved from Ihe aaek of Hooghly* set up 
over ihe eastern (river-side) gate of the monastery^ In 1908 
it was removed to tho western aide; and there it may be seen 
over the weatern gate. 

Bowrey relates a curious atory shout a Portugacfie church 
of his time. " Anno DominL 1676 the Portoguessra (of Hooghlyl 
haveinge collected s good aurnm of moneys to the End tliOj 
might build a very targe and decent Churchy they now made 
preparation to begin the worhe. Havaingo provided atone, brick, 
lime, timber, they pull downe the old one, and begin the now 
foundation, but ere one-fourth finished the Moota, by order of their 
Qovernour, stopped the worke, commandinge the workmen upon 
paine of imprisonment not to proceedcp to the great griefe of 
the Fathers,^ Itia not known to which church these romarfa 
apply; it may have been the Church of Mkeiicordia* which 
ato^ clcfle by» Thoro was also a Jesuit College at Bandel on 


* tnnri., py Dotv 1. 

t C^n(ri4i rviid flit of 
t id., pp. 
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the way to EootS, of which mention ia made in 1723. This is 
tOiown ill Tioffenthslof’s sketch (1785) sb lying 
BAodol town with an asplapatoiy note “ Aedcs Sacia l/oli*]^ 
Sac. Jesiu’* In JanUory ITS?! whoa the Briiiah niiaoted 
Uughly foit, they ‘'landed at tho Bortugueae CU^b above 
llooghly ** and * saw from the top of the church two niUes into t he 
couBiiy}” while Sir Eyte Ooote noted in Mb journal tiiat he 

“took poffioamon of a rorlngneae convent."t 

The Church, which ia dedicated to Noesa Senhora di Ro^no 
/Our Udy of the Rosary), ifi Btanewhat siiigulur in being hiutt 
north and flottth and in having its priacipol idtar at the north 
Bi.il llieh up in a nieho under the cro^s m the centre of tiie 
„udn fei^n is statue of tho Virgin (Our Bleesed I^dy of 
Happy Voyage, and child. It ia mid to have boon origtnaUy on 
the alter of *110 old church which the Mnhnmmodans destroyed. 
Leeend rolatoa that Father Da Cras, whose mlracukua cseap lum 
W mentioned in Chapter Ul, and a piouB PortugiUbo merchant, 
,1x0 won a doBo frier d of Lis, used to spend mony hours m prcyCT 
hoforo this imago. After tho oaptnro of the fort the metchant, 
fearing sllS^ jumped r.do tho 

tiver and enam actoa-* with if, but was Boeu no mom. One night 
after tho rortngncBO retutoed a great storm borcl, amt the 
rosnng of the river awoke Father Da Cruz. Ha heanl » 

Uke that of Ms friend crying “Hail Our luidy of Happy 
Yoyoge, who haat given ua the victory. Arise, Oh I? ather, ood 
uraV for OB aU.’' On looking ont from the window he so pt that 
the river waa Ut up with a atnmge light, and it seemed as if aor^ 
ouo waa comiog towards the church. In another moment ^e 
Ifeht disappeared, the noise ceased, and eTciyilung wbs aWh 
Eariv next morning wme nativeB were Roen near the church 
oomiiind abonting that J/d (their name for th^s Yir^n 

Mar^ had come to reign there. To his great euiprise Fator Oa 
Crus fonud the image a few yards from the gate. He placed it 
on tho prindpil altar, and, to commemorate thia miraculous eFont, 
a Bpeeial fostival was bfititutod at which the image was earned 
in piocfEsion. Some yeais afterwards it waa removed to the plaoe 
which it now oceuplefl. Below it is the model of a full-ngg^ 
ship, a votive offering of a ship’s captain, who ihua commemoiat- 

td his escape from ahipUTceck. , - , 

In front d the eheich stamhi a ship’s mast, of whi^ the 
foUowiug story ia told. While tho religious ceremonies in con¬ 
nection with the diBcovay of the imago were about to begin* 


* t a, c, Hin* in Tol* lllp pp* Hi 43. 
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B lirg* PorlagTiew sMp Bndtiemly spjwaxEd at tbe phm facing 
tile CbuTth. The Bendce being over, Ihe Captain had an 
interview wiib F*vther Da Oruaj in the COurae of which ho 
related how hia wa«l had epceimtered a terrific Blorm in the Bay 
of Bengid. The Captain had then iiinde a vow protuiidog the 
Viigin an oiforing, if they reached harbour in a^fety, Hia prayer 
waa heard, for the atctfni Boon began to abate and after a eliori 
time perfect calm autceedtd. Favourable wind aid tide then 
brought liieta to the Bandcl ghdt. Iti fulEhnent of hie vow, the 
Captniu had ono meat of hia Tcsael removed acd preaented it to 
the church. 

TJio ohurcdi has three Bitaia, a small organ and aeveial tomb- 
Btones, the oldoat being that ol Eliaabetb dn SQva who died iu 
1756: a lAtin iuaeription statee that she died borne down by 
trouble and weeknesa etmaed by the war waged by the Moors 
ngainat ihe English. The churth property of 777 iighdi of land 
greohd by Sh6h Shuji in 1046 hue now decreased to 880 
biffhit, yielding a rental of Re. IfS-lO per annum. In the 
monaetery is a ^cioua hall built 80 years ago by Mr, Baretto 
and other Cotholica of Oaloutta. which waa intended to eerve 
as a fisnatcriumlfor invalids. The monastery used to be ocoupiod 
by Auguetioian frinra, the last of whom died in 1869, and it is 
now ia charge of the Parifih Prleet who, however, retains the 
title of Prior. Betwt'en the hall and the chtirdb there is a 
picturesque courtyard, with a grotto of Our Lady of Lourdee, 
Buiiounded by clobtera. 

Four feetivalfl are BpeciaUy observed in the Church, vis., the 
feast of Ihe Bheaed L«dy of Happy Voyage, in the month of 
May} the feast of Saint Auguatme, in August; the feast of the 
Blee^ Lady of the Rosary, in November; and in Lent a 
solemn procession repteaenting the joiimey of Christ to Calvary 
with the cioBB on his shoulder. 

'ITie only other building noticeable in Baudel ia tbe old Ciicuit 
House, which stands on the river bank iu an extensive eompoued. 
It used to be the rcKdenw of Mr. D. C. Smyth, the Jadge- 
Msgistiate of Hooghly, and was purchased by Oovemment in 
ISaO for Ra* 16,000. It was occupied for a long time by tbo 
Decoity ComtniaBion«a, and for some time towftrtlB the end of the 
19th Century by the D Company of the Bengal MilitBiy Police. 
The men, however, suffered from fever, ard ooneequenily in 
1901 the company was removed to the Dutch Barrack at 
Chiu aura. 

In the early days of British rulo Baudel was a favouiito rvaort 
of the EnropauuB of Caloutta, referred to as “ sweet Baudel,'' “the 
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plenaant at.d healtliy seltlemoat of Bwidel,” eto.* Sow-a-da^ 
it is fi.r from healthy, (-'raim eheesw ai?e mada here and edited 
to CaU’«it*a ai d elBewhere; this induBtry dales book to the tima of 
the f^ortngaeM- 

Wtud No. II. which eouliiixia Bali, Hooghly town proper, 
and Oolghit, is tha oldest atd was at ooe l ime the most populous 
part of tho mauieipJity BaU is separaied fa»m Bandel by a 
deep diUfh, over which is a bridge built m the imo of Hr. Sm>'th, 
and a smdl part of U to the north ifl incltid-d in Wind No. i. 

It ia probably eo caUed from the fael of its haviiig been formed 

by sandy aceretions tlit/i, sand). - 

Barts of B6li are known by difftrient names, e.j,, Rairayan 
Bassar, and {round this baser) Tewaiipara, 

Pslpara), BorAlpArA elo- HAirajan Boijar is said to have boen 
«tabliahed in the days of Mughal mU by an up country t^n 
named Alamchind, or according to unoTher ocoo^it. by 
Mallik who bore the title of lUirayAu or chief of nobloi^ii. He 
not only istablished the baasr, which in time btcme 
m-rket in Hooghly, but also a Wri dedi^t^ to 

Krishna. The bazar baa now diwppearod, but the wo^p 
continues in the shrini*, which ia under the charge of emAiiw a or 
abbots. These abbots ace riot eeUbstes bat married men, and 
tho BUeoesrion paaai-a to their lineal deececdanU os in tho oaee o 

temple of RSdha-Krishna w the flora dA^Ard or 
religious meeting plac. which h^ a suW^Bory sAArd 
pill, the eoulheramoat part of BAnabenA ajoimng Sbahganj, 
^ Bar. dtArd is asoribed to Ohattirdia 
to B4U three hundred years ago, clewed the jungle and 

aatlled there; his tomb is revered V ,'l 

ftil etory ia told of Bhiksridia ,(he fouodw of the dkhrd at 
KhAmeiara. One morring, it is when the saint was 

deanlng his teeth, Daraf Ghasl of Tnbew tprobehly a cor. 
ruptioB of Jofar GhAzi) name to vittt him n^og on a tiger 
Becing him, BhikfiridAe patted the waU he was sitting on a^ told 
it to move. The w*ll, with the saint on it, moved forward until 
he came face to face with the Ghi^ ^ 
iheii seats, and embraced ench other. The 

the eupniority of the Hindu saiot and praised him, wl^h 
each K&ned to his pUo^. Thenceforth Daraf tihAzl, from being 
a hater of the Hindus, became an admirer of their reUgwu, 
studying Sanskrit and compoeuig p rayers in that language to the 

• SdfeHnu JVmi til4 Cott^tla Qntiltti, Hh AcjEinl iJaA, I, 42*1. 8 kI 8«¥te™- 
bv 1792,^01.111. 
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goddcflfi Qaages. U Durai Gbas ie idenHcal with Jofai Kbaii, 
who hailt a moBqi.i« at Tribani in 1398 and a in 1313, 

than Bhik&ridia of the Ingecd goes back to the bfgiatiiug of thu 
14th canlniy. His (JWrd eamo into the hands of tho abbot of 
B<iye-^l''}>rS by the terms of a will. 

In Boi&lpfira, east of the RKir4y&n's Bazar, reaided, sccordiag 
to tradition, Ganri Sen, whoea n«mi» ia pct-aerred in a proverb 
referring to hie liberality. A Snberaabanik by caste, he is said 
to have lived about three hundrod years ago, hegiuniog Ufo as a 
trader on & smell soale. One of bis chief customeca wos one 
Bhoirdb Chandra Dutt, a Kayaflth of Medoisankarpnr, a plFioe 
not yet identified* On one oecaaioa Gaiirl Ben eent him seven 
bouts loaded wi'k zine. It so happen'd that an old tddhu or 
saint e sa prooeadiug on a pilgtimego to the aonlh On one of these 
boats. the boats cams to their deetinafiou, Bhairab Dott 

found to his surprUe that the cargo was not zinc, but pure silveT, 
and megnauimonsly sent berk i he bo its. with their cargo intact, 
to Gauri 83en. Juet before the arrival of tho boats at Hooghly, 
Gaurt Son dreamt that the god Unhfideva oppeored before 
him, informed bim of the striings transmutation of (he motol, 
and directed him to build a temple. The next day the eeveu 
boat a arrived laden with silver, and Gauri Sen found himself 
immensely rich. He built the templo of Siva as directed by 
the god, end spent his wtalth in relieving the poor aud the 
ueeiiy* Hence the proverb " iflye iikd, deit Gauri 6c*,” m., “If 
you want Gauri Sen will give it,'* His descendants who 

are iu reduced circumstances, still keep up the worship of Siva 
in the temple. 

Besides these religions ioBtitutions, Bali has an at’iA^adtd or 
Alma-houBo for ascetics built by Kenda Lol Khelii. On the river 
bank are aeversl oae of which has recently been built by 

Piy&ri Bibi of the family of Hands Lai, ond a burning 
boilt by the Pil family of Maliiiri. 

Hooghly prop>r lies south-east of B4li and ia stparated from 
it by a large drain. It used to be the moat donsley populated 
part of the municipslity, and beddes a laige bazar contained the 
Civil and Criminal Courts and all the oiEces. In 180t> the Courts 
and offices, and in 1909 the office of the inspector of Schools, 
were removed to Ghinstira, and now the only public institutions 
am the brenoh school, the normal school, and a polioe outpost 
opened in 1907 ot Chak BezJir (Hooghly Chettk). Tho Iroaafer 

of the offices and courts has affect id the prosperity of Hooghly, 
which has still further waned owing to the ravages of msliiial 
fever and the dedme in trade. • 
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The Stiaud Road mns doee to the liver hank, and lo the tvobI 
of it iBoeiirlr I he whole of HoHighly town: hcM ew several 
qmitera having nanits reiuioifleent of the Moghul 
®ichasTaramg.rhaod Shaiirtabid, and further weet bonWi^, 
KsbiBaftnga, Alipor, de. Mngh.lpira, which Use 
pieiiont Chathazar road, was Moopied hy Mogul 

Snd is 80 named in coutrsdis-mction to T..tAnig.r^ 0*. ih- 
east of the Strand Road there we only the Magistrate a 
Ibelmimbara, a garden aiKl ihe tomb of Mohamad Mohan, 
and a biusar; this quarter ifl called Imimbuaar. Thpre ifi a dno 
ghdl on the river bank near ibe soboole called Sni^b'a Ghat alter 
Mr. D. 0. Smyth, Judge Magistrate of Mooghly, which was 

built in’ 1820 by private aibscriptiom * , x„ a 

The Imambara ie an imposing edifice oourfmcted out of funda 

which had accumulited from uu endowment left by ft piona and 
wealthy Muhaminadan, Haji Muhammad Molisin. By a deed, 
dated 30th April 1806, he created a trust nnd directed that the 
proeetda of hia ImT property ahouU be divided into oiiie t qiml 
diares. I hme sharfs wt re to be appUed to mbgiaua eelebrationa, 
fedivala, and the repairs of the ImamUia buiidiuga and 

cemetery; four Bh»rea were asiigaed to the expeuffcs of the 

„d -a h™ j«m-. to U» two Iroii^ 

^.todoo Oo .coou.. rf Ui. o^j.o.g™..t oi 

to»t.» Oov«n»ot ,o, d»o»»d Ihoo. .o 1818 

„dtookov»cl»rg.otl8«pt=l»i‘5-- DimogtioWIil^too 

,HdcUoD,<i«llotw«.»Qovorom.ot ...d th. dumooed JhMI.. 

(1818 lo 18S81, . loigo "“““ololoa. 

gi in 183S- aurploa was devoted to the ealsbliBhme:it 

of theHooghlyCoUege,andto the oonatmclion oi ihe p^seat 

Imimbaia buildioga with a m« 80 nry revetment on the nver bank. 
The revetment coat about Ra 60,000, and the Iniftmbam bniliu^ 
Ra 2 17 413. including a large clock procured from AngUnd, 
wUch’ coLt Be. 11,721. Work began in 1841 and waa oempleted 
in 1861 the Imambira repUomg an old building emd to Mvo 
been er^d about 1664, or, according to another account, about 


The buddings extend from tho Magietrato a residenoe on the 
west to the A4( on the east, and occupy the !tp««e between tie 
Strand Road and the Hooghly river. The maiu entrsin* oonaiBlB 
of a wide gate flanked by a tail tower on each Bide. The towers 
am about 80 feet high and have ataiioaaea ioaide loading to a 
gftUery am tk& top from whidi an esoettent tiew of the Burrmflcl- 
iDg lioumtry lor mmny milta ijao be ijbtflimed+ Between them ifl a 
maffiite dock tower, Tho gate leada to a large quadrangular 
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c<niity>inl paved wiUi marble, in the oeatr® of ’which is a masoory 
oistom atooked with gold fish and with foimtaina playiag in it, 

Oa two adca of the q^uadiaiigle suo two-storied rangea of rooitia, 

□nd OB the north ado staTids the moaque proper. Its roof is 
Bupjiorted by filend< T piUiira, the floor la paved with marble, ai>d 
the walLa iiredeeoratodjwith texts from tho ^oi'ati in blaok and 
other colonri Tho iaterior Is rich with inlnid msible aod obct- 
ings, chandeliers and lanterns, and there is a pulpit coated with 
silver pistes, 

"Weat of the eatniiioe gate are rooms eet aside for a YunSni 
dispeusBiy, beyond which ia the ha/ndm~jfhar or Turkish bath. 

East of the gate rtinfl a range of djonblo-storied buildings, whiob 
coidaln the office and qmixtcXS of the Matatedili. Further oast is 
a gardi*n coataiiiiug several tombs, inclndirg thoeo of Miim 
S^a-ud-dia Jlnhanimad Kliin, Fiiajdar of Hooghly, his wife, 

Mauti Jftii Khauam, his father.in-kw, Age Mutfihaf, and his 
brolher-in-law, Muhammad Mohain hJiOBelt. A pathway throagh 
the garden leads to u suite of looma facing the rivei, which ate 
now let oat on hire. East of the garden, end separated from it by 
a drain, is an enclosed Adt established by Saloh-ud-din, in which 
a market ia held every Tmsday and Satnrduy. 

Tiic ImanibAiu la a Shiah Inadtution, and ia under the 
uiansgetBcnt of the Mutavdlit or trustee. It is maintamed from tho 
grant allotted from ihe Mohsin Fund- One-ninth of this sum ia 
made over to the 3ttiidHziili or trustee as his pay, and a three- 
ninths sheiw (pills Us. 7d0 a month), which ia^under the control of a 
committie of Mtihammi^dau gentlemen, is devoted to the upkeep 
of tho Im^bara and ila religious celebrations. The present 
Syod AH Nawab, was appoiuted by Government in 
IflUfi. bfltig the fifth so appointed sinoe 1818, 

South of the Imamb&ra oomes Golghat or, as il is eometiuita'Oulithai. 
written, Gholgh&t- It was so called from the fact tlmt in the 
^■nlr here there wee a senu-cmiukr cove (flc/, cirouliir and 
landing stage).* This quarter of the town is Lraversed by the 
Kaihali branch of the FLuet Indian Bailway, and is oonucetad 
with the other ude of the Hooghly by iho Jubilee Bridge, the 
Hooghly GhAt station k-mg close by. 

The brfdgo, which ia so called becanse it was opened in the Jabika 
Jubilee year (18S7), is ooastruoted on iron oaiasons, sunk below 
the bed ef the river and filled iu with briok and mortar. It is 
built on the oaulilcver system and has three spans. The oentml 
cantilovei span rests on two piers in the middle of the river; 


* lltM CO VO I* ilioiva In chut cf nuA tho plkt di^ict 170 ^ 
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tli« second ftnd third spans project from mHnr ^nk The two 
pleis are each sunk to a d*pth of 100 f^t below mean sja. 
level, or 73 feet below the river bad. Tbs height of the hn^ 
above hiirheat water nuirk is 36J feet, «> ss w eUow wuple^s^ 
beneath for the paaaage of river slearaers and native co^ boa a 
Its length is 1,20U feat, wnabling of two spans 
the banks, measuring 420 feat each, sod o„e 
feet Ail heavy Iraffio mtatded for esport ovemas, Bttch ss cool, 
;to U.«U. wheat, Ac, posses over this 1*-KaihsU o^ 

Jheoce by the Eastern W S^ata 
^^\\\ IrbOTi to Kidderpotrf Do<^kH flouili ot t/*klouttft- 

"• ii„^a mriin, .i.tomtoit.D«ii.u«,! th.i.«»^v 
ot Ih. mid. Th» Sti.»d B«d POMM ulong a* ^ 
front ot the joil and conmondl » 4no tow 

kUlorioidlTao mat intoRSting,«ltompme4t^ oUlomrf 

flauurre oi ^ . L-.i, - ^U It xtjfia into uoportauM when 
thsD mostly oovet^ ^,?^tde*here about 1S70 } by lofiO it had 

SS^lii a o-P^™ of iho PCnguoro foi. bp a. f»« 

tongolNoirtb. Tb. PoiiuguTO 
” 1 if' wa aoeapt the account which states that 

Ilw^oro J^roroithonrond^of Chiiottoa. in it ol thotunoot it. 

It *„ bonodwl on ono rid, by th, n..r. 

oSTtbiro rid» by . drop niool M Oo«'Jo 'bo^P 
droin which goes down to the nver north-west of 8m^ Ghit w 
Drobfthly uftTtd this moat, and also possibly the ^ros south of 
Kri CWi and south of the roUw.y bridge. The fort cannot 
now be traced with any certainty, bat soooidiag to some, two low 
broken wsUs that run into the river op^te the joil gate are 
remnanU of it. A part of the north wall, “7^'^ 
j Y ft ffwt in the lemains which may be eeen on the ass an o 
uioiU that hounds the Hooghly post office on the 
In the second quarter of the l^.h oen the 
a factory in Golghit, and by 1651 ihe 

factory about 20 paces north of it The I^t^ Mary and 
Btore-houBcs were swept away by flwxJ^ after which t ey ramov 
to Chitisara, where they btOlt Tort GusUvna obout ltio6. The 
Bnglishrislso finding thsii factory eiposed to floods, built eooUicr 







273 

a quiri&r mile higher up^ uBmg the old feoSozy for etoiiug bally 
goods. The MaghsI Qormior li^ed m Uooghlj pniper^ and n 
targe hhStiiT Uy between. It; wsa in this baziir that on 23di 
Ootobei 1663, ihe qus^el aroae between the English eoidieie and 
Mnghel peons which compelled Cknrnocik to fight with the Mughal 
Goreruor and, Uter on, to giTe up Hooghlj sa his head-quarteHi 
la this fight tha old factory was burnt down- The portion south 
of ihe fort was thickly peopled, and the English are said to baTo 
burnt down four to five hundred bouses during their attack on 
the battery and ibo GoTcmor'e bouse.* 

After the war Charcock eettled at SuUaatl (in August 1600), 
and the English factory at Qolgbst was practically abaudoued. 
The New Conipiuy (‘"tha EnglLah Company had ita head* 
quarteis at Oolgh&t for seme time; but after omBlgamaliou with 
the old Company! it leftGolgbM for ColoaEta in 1704. The Gol- 
ghAt foetoiy then gradually went out of repair. A private Knglioh 
m^iehantt called iti those days an ** adventurer/^ visited the 
factory Iowards the end of 1713 and left the following description 
of itGolgntt, an English factory, subordinate under Calcutta, 
ia ae<ated iu the city of Hoghy on the banks of the riveii it here 
forming itflclf into a Cove, being deep-water skips' dding 16 and 
18 latbom not a atone^e oast off shore. Being landed and 
asoendM the bonk, you enter the factory through a forge gato, 
beautified and adorned with pillars and cornicea in the Chenum 
work ; and on the top of all ia ihe fixed into tbo bdek 

worki whereon they hoist St. Gporgo^s flag. Being entered the 
gate you come into a TizoiLda for the guard; you asoeud into 
the house by steps, having under it two square collars with 
ofoircjaes to d^eoand. The hill is indiif^rout forge; besidas two 
iodifforout apBrimanls with obinineySi there are other rooma and 
elosots in the housep the whole eomrioting hut of one story* 
Behind the house is a garden, in which grows nothing but wocd% 
iu tuiddla i» &a ttgly well and «t ona comer upon tlie waU 
\A built u round sort of a building like a amtij box, but muiob 
Uigt*. Tim eacend it by u nfixtow Chenniu atoinmee, which 
hoB no or fiiDoe to koep you from tumblisg into the 

garden, and whoa enterad youeeo aothiog worth obeerfatim, 
Huviog a door, but never a window tho', it yields en excellent 
echo, it being contrived, as I have bean bfonaed, ne a msganoa 
lor powder. 

“ At the and of tha garden on tha mina of Bcteral apertments^ 
the roofs being fnllen is, and indaed ell lheoat*hmses are in the 


• U.^' l>uryt Tele II, &4-SEi. 
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like oonditiwi, oI which there Ko BeTexfll. Toti 
Ihe top of Iho fwtoiy by fl.Q old wooden .f 
terxaa’d with eeote oU ronnd end o 

by itaelf, from whence yon have a ^u^^^Sn iB not the 

ooucltide, it is an old, ngly, iU-oontnved ediBce, 

le«t ep«h «*beauly, fom, or Older 

dull milanoholy hole enough to give one 

one eeeing it/The dW end 

resident here, being left in the charge of a Hol^ and ^ ^ 

Punes, though in truth it is hardly worth Ennlidi 

wAnrillTlSl thebiiilding w« abaudoned by tlw Engine, 

worth. «iid thot U would he ioiponMo lo pio'eol d '*•“8 ' 

‘"^i^&rMKUhh. a»ti.™l.d B.06.U1M1),‘ui 

V 2l^S^hom Bunl^hn, th.ir ally Mir Hahib captured the 
Hooghlyfort. 8ibliao,a Mar&lha, wan i.-flt.llod 

K Dh^oh., r ir"^hSS^" 

and retreated to liii^apt^-+ _ ^ ^ ^ 

the fort wan tl» 

“ho™ -ho uagh.1 (ort 

deficnptwin* given m t g ahane with a bifllion at 

Bppvure to have h^n q . ■'^ it from the rivet eide 

wS^nearthe^uth-eaflthselion, The msin gate 

feod modo o heoMh Hoiith.wefit. Tho BOrtoyo oifido 

loyowlholmd ad. lomrf. Ih- ”"“’„ -„j,yotoi;,dM- 
.dhwk oo it h..»«n -hht -ho 

mt^ ol 1 ® *■ IweW'h ou kbUok Inddoio and entortd Iho 

i^s'fho’ijrh 

who wTh.'"My^:to.ndiog tm, ol 

wUehthoEoBUth 9.*'“.,^,, ,v, Miigh.1 foil 

Fron. th... «»»-..U it ^ S onmU* 

lay ootWy within Hooghly I.rt.p.t, ™ S. «nd-«i»» >* 
than the rottegncfle port, and had po nioate, inifl _^ 

• C. B. W5l*an, lari’# .^aitatt of (*» ** H* VP* 

t Wiliigi.ll,p. ll4a 


t 11^ p. 114w 

% S\i3£M^~ 190 *% pp» 34a'fl^ ® 

I im i75G~^, Ih 201^ Ul. 13| lAp 
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cono'bor&tcd by Tteffeothftlor '0 sketch of Hoog^hly B^dep 
vhich shows a smtiU. quadrangular fort with bashons at each 
comer (but no gates) attiated od the riTer bank at BOme distance 
from the Bandsl ditch On the bank amlh of fh© fort two hoi^e 
ate shown, the larger one, which was doiible< stoieyed, being 
probably KhwajA WAjid's. To the east of the fort ran a wide 
road lined on both sides with honsea The Mughal fort tbereforo 
occupied the site between the ImambSra and the B&li drain. 

In the early days of British mlo the Khinja^ 

k'hAn lived within the fort in a splendid, bouse. In 1770 
Stavorinus wrole It (the fort) is not very defensible, and 
has little worthy of observation within it except the boose 
of the Fausdar and the stables for the elephants/’ On aqconnt 
of the princely style in which he lived, Lk name passed into 
a proverb, itfawdA Kfidtji Khin," i.s., "the follow has 

as tuauy tint ss if ho were NawAb KhSajahin^IChin. The 
post of fttvjiiar was abolkbcd by Lord Comwallla, bnt bo was 
aUowed to live within the fort. In 18C9 ibo GoveroiBont 
advanced Es 8,000 to him for the repaiH of tho V4.rionB building 
ioHdo the fort, and these buildings were not given op by bis 
family till August 1831 after his diatb. In 1823, a gang 
of priflonois was employed to pud down the fort and the FttHjddr’a 
residence and to level the grounds tho materials were eold for 
Bs. 3,000. Witb its demolition all trace of the Mughal fort 


diaappeiLrud. 

Hwghly WBB li fftvourite teiort of well-to-do Eturopoani of 
Calcutta during the early days of British mTe, and the old 
Cakutla Qastift contains several advertisements of houses to 
let at Hooghly. Bandcl and Chiasuta. These places, in fact, 
were looked upon as anhurbon retreats by the Euie^ans m 
Calcutta Mr. and Mw. Motte, frionda of mmu Hasting 
and bis vife Marian, used to Uv© in HoegUy, whore Ihmt 
residence was known as “ Hooghly Hpuse’ j nasdngs wife 
fteqnently came np the river to stay with them. Jlia. Grand 
*ko lived for tome time at Hooghly, after her divorce, under toe 
protection of Philip Francis, who sent bet to the house of hw 

oousin, Major Bi^gs. , .. , «.* - * 

Ward Ill oontsiiiB GbutiibaMir, PlpsIpSati and Bibujanj, 
The tail k the noithercmost bnildicg within this word, and 
Bonto of it comes Ghntiabazar, a crowded quarter, largely in¬ 
habited by that woU-to-do caste, the Subaraabanika. They 
bolong to the section known as Suptagrsraiya. and are said to 
have migrated from Sitgion eome 300 yeaia ago. iiouto of 
Ghntiibasar is TAmlipAii, and atfll father south ato Bibugan] 
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houghly. 


and PraUppuT, all lying along Iho iiT« bank and w^t of Ike 
SlwiQd Road, irluch mua Iw twoeii and the nvvt. 

Pii-ipavU To the wcHt Ufs the more imporlant quarter of PipiSpaw, 

BO called from the roam o! tall p\pai tr«» that Uoo the rw^ 

It is travciwd by the Cockerell, Pankhituli, and 1 sp^lFti 
roads, near the juuclion of which th(*w is a pollw outp^i ; a 
little north of it is the munieipel office. Cloaj by a» the ho^ 
of Rai Ishio Chindra Mittra Bahidtir and of his brother, Babu 
Mahondro Chandra llittre, the Ute and prewnt CoreTOinuat 
nlwdirs of Ilooghly. At the arathern extreuiity Malhk Kamm s 
is held on Thursdays and Sundaj^ It is the larg- et market 
in the town, a Urge Iroio in rice and poddy, pulses and poUtoet^ 
htioR earned on. The hit, which stands on the trust property of 
the Chinsuia Imimhim, « probably named after Mallik Kfiaun. 
Governor of Uooghly from 1668 to 1672. whow garden w 
just outude the town in a Dutch map of Hooghly dat<d lo7v. 

CWn«r.. PsBsiiif on to the south, one comes to Chiosimi, 

along the river from Jotighit [U, double yAat) BOFuthwurd to the 
ditch and boundary pilUrs sepjjrating French Chandornsg^ 
from Biitish leiritory. The oortheru pert of it is sit^tcd 
in Weid No. IV, which also oontoios BarabaMr. Barabasnr 
is the name given to the quarter along the river bank 
which the Strand Road rune. On the river-eide ere a number of 
Urge housea with high revetments, not the least pronunent among 
which is the house of the late Bhudev Chandra Mukhei]i, o.t.B,, 
a noted educationist West of the Stnmd R«d aro 
Mnghnitotit a“d FeringhitoU, names reminisoent tho Mughal 
and early Brtiiah days, when the trade of Cbiaaunl floured. 

In the Mughaltnli lane is an Imtoibixa f™wi« * 
rich Peiriau merchant of Cbinsura named Hiji Karbalni 
Muhammad, who in 1801 eieculed a frost deed endowing the 
Imitnbara with liJthtriJ property at Kiaropar (now klaU^ 
Kiaiin’s and Dinabeiia, Haji KaTbalai died in 1804, and his 
Xm&mhfira is now in a dilapidated condition. 

Am]«hi»n In ArmcnitoU are the Ainieaian and Roman C^ohe 
Churohea. Neat to the PoitugueM Church at Bandoh we 
Aimcnian Chnroh ia the oldest Chrisdao ChurA in DengaV being 
bdgiiu in 16&5 and coinplsted in 1697 hj KhwAji Josepb Margor. 
It is dedicated to St. John the Baptist, of whom there ia a wige 
oU-pdntiDg OT©r tlie oltnr st the east end. The feast ef St. Jom 
on 2&U:i Jaimaiy is btrgely altend-ed hj the Anuetiian e^mniii'^ 
of Csknttai Attached to the chojTch ts a eemotery with many 
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tomK <li« olilrtt haivg thit of Khw4]'S JohanesB Margsr, father 
of 1 ho founder Itt his epitaph he u described in Armenian as 
** f he famous Xhnrih (i. a., foreigner) Xhojeh Johanesst the bod 
of Mmgar, an Armenian from Julia in the country of Shoeh^ 

Ijfi was a ooDsiderahle merchant, honoiued 'with the faToura of 
Kings Bfid of their Viceroys. He was hftDdaome snd amialilo and 
had travelled north, aoutb, east and west, and died suddaoly 
at the City of Hooghlj in Hindttslan on the Sr^h November 
1097, and delivered up his socl into the hands of the Angel’ and 
r(S''ed herj in a foreign land seekiDg his home-” The Homan 
Catholio Church was eomploted in 1740, chiefly from funds 
bequealhed. by Mrs. Sebastian Shaw. 

In Fctioghitol*. which is probably so called after the Veringis 
or Voitug^ese, is a house of th» BuidwAn Bfij, and near the latter 
is the Hooghiy lhana. West of these lies Khagriijol, evideuily bo 
oalit'd from n jol or ebannel bordered by ftfidfrd reeds; ’ho 
channel hss dritd up, but Um adjobing lands zire low and somewhat 
Wfttnrbgged. In KhSgrajol, NasmtuBah Khan, oouain of NsnAb 
KhsTijnbio, built a Urge house (aow tn ruins) and amostine, which 
is in a state of disrepair, with an inaeription tlatetl lS!i9 of the 
Bengali year (1832 A. D.). He further excavated several tanks 
tn the neighbourhood, the hugest of which goes by the name of 
Motijhil. probably in hnitolion of the weU-knowa Motijhil of 
Muishidibad. XaBtatullah’s tomb lies in front of the mosque. 

Further west lies the European cemetory oi$ a road oslled after Rnmpfeii 
it Gorastao road. It otigbally the old Dutch cemetery and 
Wi.B added to after the oession of tbs Dutch aettlement io 1825. The 
oldest grave with a hgihle epitaph is that of Sir Corttelins Jonge, 
who died on 1 Uth October 1743 and the oldest English grave is that 
of lAouteiiant Dent (June 1782). Among other tombs, may be 
mtmiionod those of Nathamel Fomy^ (1816). “ the first faithful 
and zealous Protestant minister in Chiosoxa,” of tDanid Ovwbedc, 
the I>u.tch Gktvemor (1846), and of his son (1831), which has 
a paihetie epitaph etaling that “ his father envies hint grave. 

The massive tombs or msnsolvtuna, so eommon in ibi bunal grounda 
of the f8th oentnry, in seme mstanoes contaio ooffins, whith 
wore placed in the bricjcworlc and not buried.* 

"Ward V, at present the moat importanl put of the muoicipal' 
Uy,esteada south of the fourth ward. It oonteina the greater 
port of Chinsura proper, with Kharnabasar, Kimiiparu and 
Ohaumilha, and has a large m/tMn (iu front of the oouits). Un 
^be rivet bank, east of the Strand road, lie the Free Church 

* an Ibterwtin^ iWcoDot of the Aatottety will hi fitiad la " CNS CliigMUilit 
thi Qanlra ft toft awt Prm^, Januiy IdOS. 
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KJsflioti buiWinga and mWI, which «c sepwa^by a part of 

frem thThoiiw of the CommifHioiiw, The la a lar^ 
douUe^toreyed bouBC wilh a fiae btaiicaae, oojjuch 
bcariLfi ihc date leaTcndamonogifMi ‘ V,. 

O T a: the^e leUeraataDd for *'Oetiodicbe Veieemgde Comi«aio, 
.■^*,aie miUd Eftrt India Company, The ^me monogram 

appeeia on the oypper coinago ifeaod by m 

^ This ia heUeved to bo the honna whiok Shivonnua d^h.d m 
erected by Mr. Siebtermon, the Dutch Governor, about i he year 
1744 Tha gallBiy mth a doubio row oi piUors pwjwtmg o>e 

ae wmer, a.,|tho^elegaat terrace and h^^oy. 

the finest pioapeot at Chiosura^’ have novr diaa^a^ snd ^ ha c 

the garden^daligbtfuUy ahady and ^ ’ir^T^StWJl' 

ieotLr into the river," which w-a mentioned by Hodgesui i, 

L liU be traced, however, as well aa the remaim. 

on the river bank. To the wnth e£ the house u a long two^oteyed 

building, wbiohuaed tob« the officota* barracks ; it la 

by the Civil Surgeon, the Supermtendeut of Poli^. and 

Jmeof the r^ms are reserved for use on a Circoit,Heuse and 

the officera’ bnirsclm stands the old Dutch Chnrd^ 

now KnglMi rrotcatant Chiirch. It is octagonal mjhape a^d 

has an altar at the north end. A Latin 
that it was bnUt by Sir G. Vomet, the 

Before this, however, in 1744, a steeple with a doc .Ji-™ to 

been erected by another Governor, Siohtennar., thus, 

Mr. Marshman, reminding 

Frenehmeninventedthe frill ardthe 

The fite&pb iell down iQ the ojelone of 5th Ootol^r ^ ^ 

the wells we hung hatehments with the anna end epdap^ of^e 
Dutch Governors fud other ofBcera with their vrivea, the oldest being 
that of W. A, (ledi), and Rogier Van . 

Further on is the Hooghly College, a 
building witbin a Urge cmupound, wbieh is walled in on f 

Bod the river on the east; the garden 
been cnltivsted from the dme when Dr. Watt was 
Botany here. The btriMing has several huge rocm^ m one of 
there L a vsluahle Ubrary, and a broid flight of steps down to the 


HTer. 


The «)Uege was eeUblished from the 
the Mohain Fund, and, sc oording to a stone tablet m the entrao 

'CoU n. 0 . Crtwr^td, Llt.l., BrKf SUtvrf ((T ^ 

« A Uxx< |rf S»T grwlta, TiL 

ODW wtriifi# Iq Ihs ctnrt* uoa haa MW own wt ap >» ^ 

ItguM. 31 ii ptfi««uwblj ofhe ot dxi tUiom wludi wort "S* 
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h*ll opened on M 1S36. 'I he p«BeB h^xng ^ 

ocenpSed ie 1837. having been boogbt. ^th three oi W, 

between Meieh end Jnly of that yeer. Itwneboilt ^ il- 3^““^ 
the Freneh General of Seindio,' who read^ at €Thandcrn^^ 
for a veer and a half tl803-05) after his aatmuder to Ijjrtl I^ko 
and beforo his departure for Europe. Subsequently it tamo into 
tlie poeassioo of Bibu rraokiBsen IlalJar, a ratuindy, who 
used 10 giTO Bsutehes and onteitsimnents m it. and «ho m IS^ 
contributed Eb. 13.000 for a tnaamry bndgo over ^o Bamawat! 
at Tiibeni. He wk« ultimately eonviokd 
aenleuoed to tmnsiiortatloD for fourteen yoara, 
ofChineurafnowjopiBsented by Babu Brajendia Kumfir Beal, 
a iTtirtd Distriot Judge), had lent him money on a mortpgo ot 
the house, and when it w.,s sold .^t an aochop s.b of the qfU 
court in 1834. bought it up. The SeaJssold it m 183- 
ment for Ba. 20,000. Tlia Mui&mmfldan pnpb liava a m 
a large block south of the eoUege, wJiile the Hindu studen^ live 
hostel erected in 1903. on the extreme eoulh of the 


in a 


n,a!da>, and m several hir.d houses near (he oouite- 

About hnlf a mile from the college is the temple of Slmude*- 
xcar This b a smaU temple of Sivs, the I^rd of Bulls, muated 
cu the bank of the HoogUy within a w.Ued enclosure In t^ 
enoloenre a mli or reUgioUS fair W held m^o mon^ of Bsirikh 
(middle of April to middle of May). The woi^ppem ba^e 

io the Gangee. and then pour Gauges water on the imy*!. which 

is 14 foot high. Only Brahmans are allowed to pour Tvator 
in lUiii. Sudraa employing Brahma proxies <>“ « 

a few pice. The shrine ia fairly old, being menUonad m a 

Bengali poem of the eighteenth oei.lniy.t ..f *k*cv ^ 

Ty..iDB b«k and (..r-DB *• '"■l« 

Btiuvd Road, we come to the a-uirfds, iht old pa^ g^und ^ 
the troops, which U bounded on the newtb by ^ 

3 barrack runs east and west foraWtSOOj^ ^ 
has an imposing effect. The eastern end of uppe* sto^ 

Ws the rSeuce of iho District Judge > with ^ eioeption, 
whole building is occupied by Government offices and wurtt 
The rooms below the 

it in the upper and lower Boors are occupied by the office of to 
CommiasioU; to long suite of rooms in to middle is occupied 

■ 1 

.Th. CbtcK-Oa='«* of ui 

bp-e SI Cbja.e™, a«w o-rly tuUW. 

A_„l w,rt«P, 

f asftifya.;'*Bl, f* ***, 
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by th* cnmiiial courts and t]» CoUectorata and luagieteiial officea, 
tba treoEuiy being looited ia tJifl lower aJotey; five oi si* roo™ 
next to ihom on the upper stoiey ore tdlolted to ibe Dulrict 
Itnard; wblle tbe suite of rooms at the wefileca end is oocupiod by 
the ovil coQfls and ihe office of the IHatrict Judge. 

Ou the (MrBBon of Chiosura by the Datcb, Uue bsmok was 
ooiutructod in order io Bocomraodate troopa on first lauding. Two 
tablets offisod to the middle of lbs upper storey on the south aod 
ibo noitb wallfi giye aomo detnila of it a oosstriKAioi]. That on 
the south records that it was begun in January lfiSt7 by lieute- 
naut J. A. G. Orotuineliii, Executive Eagioeer, and was coiu- 
pliited in Uecember 1829 by Gaptaiu ‘William Bell, Aililli*? 
Execuiive Officer; wbib that on tbe north (m Beugali^ mea^ 
tions tbe nanios of the mBsons, Kfcmbari S rhar and Sheikh 
Taau Dafadar. This building wss occupied by 'bo troops until 
18rl, when all the barracks were vaoated by the Kilitaiy 
Department. 

Io tbo Dortb-east eorner, at right angles to the nuin baildlog, 
is another bairaek that ruia norib and south nearly parallel Io 
the rivfir and the Strand Hoad. It formed part of the Ihitch 
bartachs, and is thn oldest of all the boitaeka. It is a two- 
itoreyed bmldiog and has two racquet courts at the itcuth end. 
It was ooeupied tor soma time by the post office and the Hiudu 
hostel, but siuoe 1901 it has beeu occupied by a company of the 
Military Police. 

At the north end of the court orvmpound ibaro are several 
other baddinga, one of which, near the racquet ooiirta, aoootn- 
medatea a club for Indian offioeis and others, which is named 
after Mr, P, W. Duke, i.ca, o.a.i., sometime District Magistrate of 
Hocgbly, To the wvst of this, boyoiid the Cutcheiiy Boad, comes 
a block of buildings, contaioing the ImtnibBra hospital, and 
the lisdy Dufferin PeiaialB Hospital Close to the Civil Courts 
at the western end of the compound is the Bar Ubrmy. South 
of tbe main barrack is a fine lank reserve for drinking water. 
"West of the Court oompound is snother barrack which was 
oiipnaUy a hospital for the troops and is now oocniued by the 
poliee and the police offieea. To the west of the police barmck 
ta XharuA Bazar, probably so coiled from ihe large quantity of 
straw (JtAor) that used to be sold there; this ia now the most 
importAUt bazar In the towa. Opposite the police office is tbe 
Preo Miasion Church and girls' echool. 

Beyond the tfiwiidii are KSmIrp&ri (on the west) and Chau- 
mkth& (on the south), two quartom inhabited by IftoJea lotf 
ineluding Sbrcral Sabsrnabauik families, such M Se al s, Mauds Is, 
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L4h4a aud MftUilta. Among other, may be mentioned the Shorn 
fanilj and the fnmily of the Cnlcntto merehxnlB, DieiraBith 
Lihi and Co, 

At ihe eatremo wwtoiJ boundary ot Ihia ward, near tao 
25th mi'* of the Grand Tmak Road, ia a Urge Dutch tomb. 

It ia an arehed eharnWr, 16 feet Wgh, with a dome and 
fltaeple. HoiiTid ibs domi are inscribid lu Urge thp 

name and the date of death, via,. Suaiuiah Anna Maria Yeatea, 
who <Red on 13th May 1809- She heqwathwl Ba. 4,000 aa a 
troai faud, the mta»at of ichich vtw to bo capeiided on the 
mainteeauce of her tomb, and the Borplaa, if any, givno to (he 
Cbinanro Poor Fund. She aUo bequeathed a goidon. nnmed 
Ayo&ha Bag, to be used aa a hniial ground f<« Enmi^na. 

The Dutch DCCBpied Chiusura from 1656 to 1735, In 1656 oul Cliui* 
they founded Fort OnalaTua, of which the following deacriptioa «“»■ 
jB giirau hy Sohouten, who Ttfitod Obiaeura in 1665. “Thei** ia 
nothiag in it iHooghly) more imigni6oeut than the Dutch factory. 

It W 48 built on a great apace at (he diatnnce of a muaket ehol 
from the Qmige% for f»T ^ umnda- 

Uoii of the watera of this river might endanger it, ot cauM it to 
fulL It haa, indeed, inoce tha eppcaranceof a large caall-.- ihan 
of a feolory of morchanta. The wuUa are high and built of atone, 
tnd the fortifioatiooa are also coveted with atone- They are fur* 
oiahed with cannon, and the faetory ie surrounded by ditdiaa 
full of water. It U huge and apiicions. There ore many rooms 
to aecommndnta the Director, the other olfiows who emnpoae the 
CouLcdl, and aU the people of the Company, mm are large 
Bhoio hudt of fitoue, where goodn that are bought m the country, 
and those that our Teaaela bring there, are pL^" 

This Qcoonnt la confirmed by the Ettglwh Agent, Slreyu- 
flluim Miiat«r. who visited (’hinaura oo Slat Kovember 167G and 
:—** Visited the Dutch at their factory, wHch la very large 
Bud well-built, with two quadmoglco. The Directoie ^ very 
oblhricK and showed us the new-built warehouses, which we 
thr2 very huge, that make aide of one of the quadrangles 
next to the Riverside. They are escelbnlly weU-tunbered, 

^ch wna all brought from the Coast, Alsoo he ehow^ ns 
other eccommodutiona d their Factory, their ^na A^ch art 
Tcrv anstioua weU kept with Terreas walks and fuU (dj 
Lotticoind good herbage and adjqyneing to their Factory 
{fey have o^s for all things needful to them, w a Cerpeo- 
tere Yard with stores of good Timlny brought from Batavia, 
a Cooper's yaid where they make many casks for &e Pork, 
which ^ey kiU and salt up downe the river, a Smiths forge, 
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a Grannaiy and apartment for a ^p&l many WfiaTtijap 
where they ha-ve aett up Ijooiuefi for the weavitig of fiaite 
tlollxp and a foild to mate ropes iaJ* * 

The aketeh plant of Ckiasura (1721) giTen in Du Hois' ** Lives 
of the Govwnois Geniral of the Dutch East India Company 
shows a quadrunguki fort with two gatea* one to (he ncsrth 
and the othcx to the east on the riverside- Within the fort 
Wfc-r^ various ofEc^, houses of otEoers, tanks and gardenfi, Outsidn 
the fort a bazar lay to the north-eaBti the fkgataff to the 
east on the river hsoki gardena to the south and aouth-w^est, 
and a cometeiy to the north-west,t 

When Stavoiinus visited Chinaura (1770)^ the plaoa had 
undergone many changes. The fort, an oblong in aim pa, OSO 
feet hy feet* hod three gates, nuu by the river, auelher to tho 
norih, and tha thirl to the sonlh leadiog lo the Cumpniiy'a 
garden, in which there is neither a bnah nor a blade of gmaa."" 
The stone wnlU were about 15 feet high, but in a ruinous state. 
The cemetery to !he w^eat had been levelled and w'as occupied 
by a powder magarine, a new burial ground (the pTsaont 
European cemetery) being opened In another part of the town- 
In the soulh-ssst corner the GoVBrnor*^s house (the present Coiu- 
Tuifflioneris hnuse) and tho Church (the present Protostant Chnrok) 
had been built. Southwards, at a distance of more than a 
quarter nf so hour's waUtj i£r. Temot had built a liouse for 
fret msEOLEkp called Concordia. 

When the Britiah took posaceeion ia 1835, tho Dutch were 
found to have been psying the Mughal Government rent for the 
area of the fort (a^ut 65 Chlnsum and Mii^pur. 

Not long after wards, the stones of the fort wall were utilbed 
to metal the towm rouds^ and with the exception of the Dutch 
barrack and the present CoimniseioneT'a house, sU the build¬ 
ings iisfiido the fort were dismantled to moke room for the new 
barracks. The Church and the two cemeteries were made over to 
the Lord Bishop of Calcutta. Up to that time thorn was at every 
outlet of the town a gate guarded by poUoe offioera, whoso duty it 
was to lealku onstom duties and to prevent tho desertioa of 
European sailors belonging to tho Dutch ships. Tho tolls were 
abolished^ hut a place on the road near TaldingA towards 
ChaudeniAgoro is still known os (toll-gate)^ At 

present, except for the CommiBsioner^B honm^ tho ^motery, the 
barracks^ and mmuo drains, bo memorbl of the I^leh rulois visihlo, 

* r* iB&p itatfl 1. 

t It i^rm^ tl» frobt^piM q1 Hajtkhtt** m4hA of the Adinb dF 

Dirtrict, 
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Word yi, Boiifh of the fifth word, contaios the Btiliah i!riti»h 
poition of ChapderBsgope, which is separated from the French 
portioQ by some meds and a kDP, It is sparsely populated, and 
contains a police outpost. Along- the river bank a long that has 
formed, which is Khla Mahal property; it ta f&mied out fd 
leasous, part of it being used for hrick'fields. The chat upprars 
lo he of soma age, bah«i and other trees growing on it • but during 
ibe last two years (1908-09) it has rapidly cut sway, and nlmost 
all the babut trees hive fullen into the river. Naiid Kumar woe 
prest^nt at a psrado of I he BiitUh army held by Clive on the 
Chanderaagnre plain to the northward of ‘ Taldangy gaidvn ’’ on 
2drd April 1-57.* 

The town appears to be decadent. Ira population Ml from r-rt-Kiit 
114,761 in 1872 to 39,-183 in I96J, and waa 28.916 in lon . 
during the decade ending in 1902, the death-rate (o0‘42 per 
mille) Dearly donhled the birth-mte 1 28*42). Very Utile of its 
old trade has survived, and it lias no mills or factories. Ilooghly 
suffers much from fever, and the inhabitatils of Chiusura from 
ehohra and bowel-oomplaints. A scheme for tJre estabUshmout 
of water-works at a cost of about 4 lakba hsa been mooted, hut 
its initiation de|)eada on the funds (ha muuicipaliiy can provide. 

It may be added (hat Hooghly<.Chin^a acd French C'hatder- 
nagore are the only pieces in Bengal proper outride Calcntta where 
plague lias broken out iu apidemio fotrui. From Janusto Slay 
19U5, (here w>re 254 cssea, wilh 204 dealhs, in llooghly-Chinatim, 

Bnd22J cased, with 174 deaths, in Frouch Ohandernagore.7 

Hooghlj SubdiTision.—The headquarteis subdivision of the 
dUtrict lying between 22® 52' aud 23® 14'norlh latitude and 
beiw'een 87® 58' and 88® east longitudf. It erttends over the 
whole of the north of the district, and with an area of 442 square 
miles, it ia the leigeat of the subdivirione. The land, which 
has been formed by the sUt deposits of the Uooghlyon the east and 
thellimodar on the w«et, is flat and alluvial, but haa a riight rise 
towards ihe north and north-west. It is inlerseoted by Qumerous 
channels and creeks, and there are numerous depreerions, the 
remaiiis of former river channels. Henoe it is water-logged, 
and all the (bftnaa are very mskrious, the death-rate enoeeding 
the blrth-iato conrideiably. In the aisties and seventies cl the 
19th century Burdw&n fever raged, carrying away a very large 
proportion—esLiniated at one third to more than a hall—of the 
population. Though this fever has disappeared, the population 
has not increased, numbering 308^17 in 1881 and 308,715 iu 
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1901. The Iftud la^ fertile and yields cropa of 

paddy (rioejp palaeat potatoes, vegetablpa fiJid jnte. 

Jachara. — A Tillage in Salagarh thina in tie f3otbi*eaat 
of the Hooghly aabiliTiKioo+ It oontaiaB an outpost, is tbo 
juaefion of fieTeml roads arid oontaina a IMsltiet Bo&rf bungTif 
loTT. It isp bowoTer, somewhat dif&ouU of acoess, as the roads 
are mostly f air' weather trabfcs } the Pandnfi-Kslnl^roiwi ii, however, 
a good metalled road. The old rosd fromTribouT to Ki^loa and 
thenoe to Mnr^d&bad p&saed by this Tillage, and it ia sliown 
ifi Eennell fl Allas with the flng marh of a police a*o.tioia. 

Jau&i.^A large tillage in thAna GhandltBlA of th? BHiiimpore 
anbdlTi^on, si uai^ oo the right bank of the old Samswati. It Is 
ooo&eoted with the ChaudftslA Etafioa on ite Howrah-SheaHiilA 
tight Railway by ■ short branoh lino 2| miles loog. Tlie vdlAge 
oontains the reddenno of the ssamiodir family of MukherjiSp once 
an iDflneinliftl fiinily, hat now in rcdaoed clreumstanoea owing 
to partition and UtigBiJonp There ia a High Englisk School here, 
and the place has a looal reputation for a spi^ciea of swe^tuteaifl 
caLl^ iftf rtofuTf-B. About a mile off is BaksbA^ also on ihe right bank 
of tlw Soraswati, which contaiiis a Navarntna temple of E^ghiLnath 
biuit in 1703 A- lU and a group of twelve terapU-a. nanied 
IsAiieawar, hmlt in 1760 by Bhawmoi Chamn Mitra * Adjoining 
the group of tomplei La a fine iank with abroad ghdi^ A »Mid Is 
held here tnuiuilly on the bet day ef the Bengali year in April. 

KhEuakoL — A large vilbge in the ArAmbigh subdividon, 
situated on the right bank of the Xini Hwlxakeswsr^ in 22^ 43' 
N. and 87^ &W E, It is the headquirtt'xa of a police elaliout and 
oontains an outdoor dJsponsiiry and High English school It 
tuny be reached from MAjtpur [w. the Old Benares road } by the 
MayApur^ogatpar road, a knie/ta fuir-wtiather rO-id; but the 
easiest route Is il) by the B-mgal-Nligpui Euilway from ilowi-jjh 
to Kola (on ihe Bupnlriyaii}; (2) by steamer on th^ ROpDar&yan 
to Hanlcbakt and (3) by boat from Banfirhflk to Klianekiil. On 
aocoiint of the BrgnA fareach, a large quantity of the DAmcdar 
water has been passiog through the Lower part of tbe Kini 
DwAiakeswar ef lata years and has deepened this port of the 
chauneL It te new naTigohle by boats of conaiderablo siso 
for eeTeroI miles bayand KhAnekul | and a Iniga temple of 
Ghiuiteewar SWa, standing oa the riTer bank, is in danger of 
being cut awey by the dcopr^ned siroem. 

KhAnAknl is the centra of a coDsidorable trade in brass-ware, 
Lufeiicr cotton fabricap ulk threeda and cloths, rioe and veget¬ 
ables. The at KhAnskol is the largest in the sabdiTiKon^ 

• M. M. CliA^ratBnlp TfMfpUt, J, A* S. U., 190D* pp. 144 6> %.6. 
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The mana&ictiiie of ootton and $ilk fuhrica hafi Loirg been oomed 
OD in the neighboiuhooA. Tha Eaflt lodia GoEnpanj bid bige 
sitrttnj^ or iaotori^ lor ihf^ee teifuree at Khlipii and IladhAongaf 
In the adjoining Biibdividon of GhAlal, and wo &ad ibat in 1750 
Mr. Watti, Re^daiit of '^GnttauV^ oomplained that the 
at **OoikuakooL'’ had detniDf d fiome silk ^inderi who were indehiod 
to him. 

XhaD&knl m inUnhirod by many iamilii-B ol the higher caaEo«» 
Epocially SrahinaDE and KAyosEhs^ a sure sign that it Li an old 
place. The Rr&hrnana of KbAnakul fom^ a dlsfioet Samij, 
noted for their lejiruiog and itniHei in grammar and aatronoiny. 
Iq Yalentya^s mop ^'Caiiiieoti'^ aod above it'*8jftoabatti are 
ahown on ib^ wtai baiik of a large stream^ which tbongb mi 
oatued, ls evidently the Khnh Dwaiakeswar, Ihoa the main 
thanael. 

Konnagar.—Tbo aouth^emjoet part of the Berampoio Mudl- 
cipolity {if. Sfcrrampoie). 

Kotrang.—A town in the Berampore anbdivijBOD, ail noted in Sy 
ir N, and 88"^ 31" E. ropulation {mi) 6,574- It hea l*lwe«i 
the Ilooghly rivEft and the Eaet Indian Sailway, with Konuagar 
on the norih nnd Utterp4ri on the aouEh. The lown is amall 
and gsnerolly nnhoalthy, its death-rate daring rhe d™de end¬ 
ing in J903 being 42^21 per mille or more tb(in double the 
birfh-rate (19"77); Ui<? low-birtb-rate Eb largely duo to a consi* 
demble hoating populition of nkaloe, who am attracted to the 
town by the brick and tUe mating indiiitjyj for there «e n 
number of hrick-fields along the bank of the Hooghly* The 
Calcutta CorpoTaLion had a large brick-dtId here, wldcb ia now 
sublet to private pfiaone; a lii tie jute rope and s^trieg are also 
nude by hand- The town is of mod^ creation, and is not 
shown in any old maps ; bat the riUago of Kotrang ia mentioned 
in the poem of BIpra Djis (1490 A.D.); aikd oiia part of the 
town, Bbadrak&Up in a Bengali poem on Bafya^drAyan Pir 
(18th oentnxy), Bhadrnkili ia go culled irirai an old tmnple of 
the goddesa K^. A religious fair ia held hjer« about the middle 
of January in honour of a saint named Mfcaik 1^. 

Eriahnnnag&r.—A large vUlnge on the left bonk of the KAn& 
B^odaip in the Berjmporo Bubdinflioii. It is ihe head^naiierE 
of a th&neatkd ooeteliiaa s^a'ion on the ChAmpidingi brnneh 
of the Ilowrah-Amla light Railway^ ** Kiatanagar ” appeaia 
in Beimell's Atlns with a Hag mark indicating a pcdice stniiofi 
end is therefore a hirly old ritlage, 

Xiishnaiiagar^—A large rillage on ihc right bank of ihe 
Kina Dwinkeswor in the Aiijcabagh aabdiTisLom It lies about 
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two mil«a norlli of KlifiiLikiil police atfltion, and is oftop distin- 
guifihcd from other plfloefl of the eaine npioe by the de^igoftlion 
Kh&naknl-KtitihTiatiagan In the dry Bieaeoa it topj be readied 
from the Old Beniiw road by the Mfiyipar-Jegalpur road ; there 
ie a Dielrict Board bungalow on ihia road Gopiliiagar;, a mila 
south of KrifibnaDagar^ The ea^+fit way, bowtver^ is to go from 
llaiiieh^k by bostp which brings one to Krishnauagor iu 6 or 7 
hours. An out-door dispopsary is maintained here by the 
aamindar^ and there aie three Banakrit A large teniplep 

snrrouDdtd by a dossau mmller ernefl^ sUnds on tba river bank i 
it is dedicftled to Gop3n&ih^ and was viidto l by ^ho poet Bhixat 
Chandra Ray about 1751 A-D. In the village of NAptip&jfA^ 
close bjTp lived the anetstora of the late Bftbu Bhudov Mukberji^ 
the first Indian Inspector of Schools end for some dmo a 
member of ihe Lri^gieldiive Coundl of Berf^gal. 

Rddb&nagar or liaghnnithpur immediaiely norlb of hrishna- 
nsgar^ w«8 the home of EA]4 Eimmohoa lUi, the well-known 
rcfonavr and founder of the Brfihmo Sam&j. It ie now (he 
property and reeidouce of Ida grandson^ R&ja Biyari Mohan R&L 

UAgra.— A large village in Ih^ua Hoogbly of the Ilooghly 
subdivisioiij eituaUd in 23’ 59' N* ai d £8^ 23^ K. on the right 
(south) bonk of iho KAuA Nadi, which is here called (he Magra 
Khal. The Grand Trunk Road passts through the placoT which 
also contains the junetion Elation of the Hoet Indian Railway and 
the Bengfcil Provinmal Rail way j the latter h-iving two stationsj. 
MagrS and Magragaoj^ The or mart (s an important onoj a 
OQOfiidcr^ble traffic poBEiiig through it by railt road and river. 
Au onepost and a post offiei are located here ; and there ia n 
Public Works Department bn’ngalow oji ibe Grand Trunk Road. 
Cotton fabrics are mannlsctured by hand looms in some quantities 
in the neighboarhood | hut (he chief esporte are paddy, rice, 
tobacco and fi^ne sand. The latter is taken from the btd of rhe 
Xan& Nadi near Mbgr^gauj and need for building. The river is 
evidently an old chai.titl of (he Dimodarp which must once have 
run straight across to Triben!* The Msgra sand-beda are ncirly 
oshausted} and sand is now dug up oil along ihe line of ihe 
B^-agal Provincial R"ilwaj at Sult&ag^chi, Dwirbiidni Milki, elc., 
whouoo it is railed to Trihieni and exported by b<^at to CslcuttB* 
The manufacture of cotloii cloths at Wagi^ dates back a long 
lime forlhe Minutes of CoosuHstionS** of Port WiUiam mantlou 
the despatch of gumdufflsi to a kiga aur^n^ ot factory at Golor 
gore, near Mpgri. lu 1755, il was reported that Rs. 38,518 hsd 
been advanced to the weavers at Gologore; and in 1767 an 
inapcctii% oflioer visited the there and reported liial 
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ttiDgs were going oa well. The early rewria of Hooghly 
ihow that the aurtiHff was replaced before 1795 by a Com- 
meivinl Eesidency at Golagoie, the road from N&yAsBral to 
Burdwin eia Golagcro being the boundniy between the urea it 
commanded and that of Ilaripil, Later, it fappeara from a 
report of the Eeadect in 1810 that a considernble trude hud 
sprung up in m» or hemp at GoUgore. The Eeaideopy ie men¬ 
tioned in W. Ilamilloi/a Hmdcwtan 11820), and was abolished 
about 1835. After its abolition, though the manniaolure of 
cotton and aillt declined, there was a development of trade 
owing to (he oonrtniotion of the Grand Trunk Road, which 
croescd the Kaoi Nadt (old Daaxodit) at Magri e« route to 
BurdwAu. This improvemeiit contipued until the East Indian 
Eailway drew off the bulk of the trade to the north-w^st. The 
trade beesme local, imd gradiinlly dwindled, !□ recent years 
the local tmdio bss been oonaiderably developed by the Beagel 
Provinci*! Railway with its Tribenl hraach giving direct access 
to I he Hooghly rivet; and it will preatmjably he fnrfhor 
devt-loped when the HoogMy-Kfttwa lino, now under oocalruoLioB, 
is opened- 

In Renncll’s At Isa “ Moggiir.^ Gout" le shoum as copiieetcd 
with “Terboaes” or “ Benaberia" by s road that passed on 
to Burdw&o. When the Grand Trunk Road was built, au iron 
suspension bridge was built over the ,Xutiti NtUloL at a cost of 
Rs. 36,000 oontributed by the BuidwAo Raj A in 1S39; and in 
1830 the portion between Hooghly and MagrS was o^etnll-d. 

Mahanad (JMd, groat, and ttaih lord).—A large village 
lying partly in thAua Fsndu& and partly in thana Polba of the 
Hooghly sabdiviaioij, aitusttd s mile north of the station of the 
enme name on the Bengal I’tovinoial Railway. It eonfaiue a 
ststion of the Free Kirk Hunl hUflfiion, which has establishecl 
an out-door dispenseiy and a High English school. The village 
also containB temples of Brahmsmayi and SivH; on the Sivuritri 
day (Februoiy-March) a religious fair called MshAnttd Jdira 
is held in Siva’s temple, Awortling to the legends of Pandaa 
MahAnfid was eoiiqueri,d by the Muhammadans together with 
Pandua (q-v ). There is a tank here known as the JfianMufuf, 
where it is said thit dead Hindus were restored to Ufa again' 
until it was dcfllod by the Musalmins throwing cow’s fiesh in it! 
Here too the remains of a high embaniment from Tribeui to 
Mtab&n9d, 8 miles, ean stiU be seen, which goes by the name 
«f JdmiijSitsdl (son-in law’s embankment). 

Haheeh (Msheah, a title of 5ivn).~A quarter of Serampore 
town lying between Rishri and Ballabbpur. See Serampore. 
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Mandalai.—A tillage in thana PanduA of the Hooghly 
eubditidoa. It ia 4 milea from the Pondua railway atatloii^ wjd 
IB acc^ble by the PaodtiA'Iucbuia toa*! It contaiDg an oat-door 
diBpenfl&iyi whiok provide® medical relief to a malaiiotifl tiacir 
lU cost is met from iho incfome of a Traat pand left by 
I>r. Bbolaotth Boee* lato Ci\il Mtdicel Oifioer of FnridpaT, 
Maodalai being tiia wife's anotitral bom©. The pluoe ia coomoiily 
known ee lUoba-Maadelid, 

Mandiran.—An old plaoe lying in iMna Goghit of the 
Arambagh fiabdivinion, 7 or 8 milcB W. S.-W. of Arambagh 
towOi The name ia probably dt^rivtd from 3iai*ddr^ a ueme, nTid 
flienfj traetj * bat anolhei dmTaiioft is givoa by Mr. Bfiames, vk^ 
mumda^ bad, and arany^r, forest, t The JJnjdwan-Midnaporo load 
posecB west, and the Old Nagpur road a Utile north of the place. 
It (?oiitain8 Ihe xaina of two forts, the northern one ctillcd 
Garii Memd&nui and the Boathtm one Bhiteigtubt of which 
the following deemption in qnoted from an article by lientcnwit- 
Colonel D. G. Ciawfoid, i.u.a., on ^Tlacea of Hiatorieal Interest 
in Hughli Dmlrict " ptibliehed in Bentjal Fuki iVoi 

II, pages 294-{17)t. ’"An earthen ramp, some tea to fifteen feet 
high, encloeea a apaco o! about 500 yards square, roughly 
quadrangular with Ihe corners rounded off- The river Amndwmni 
(Amodar) enters I his plaoo at the northern corner of the ramp nnd 
flowB aeroffl it, paasLog out at a gap in the enstera side, near its 
south end. The south-eastent ooruer of the quiMlraPgto shows a 
distinct bulge outwards to ihe southH&ast, the reason for which is 
not apparent. On the right or south-w«st bank of the river stand 
tho ruins of the **inner fort or Bhitargarh. Theeo mins oondst 
of a mound some 200 yards aquare, and I ehouM think 30 to 
40 feet high in the oeutre. Mo-re or lees bU round this mound, 
bat specially on the oorthem (riTer) and southem fsccOp may be 
seen tnioes of a waU, built of lateiita blocks below, brick above. 
The sides of the mound are overgrown with jungle, both tree and 
scrub; m thick, that it h difficult to get through. The top is 
more opeHu, thongh it also is coveted with tre^. Tho wholo 
menud apparently consists of broken brick, more or lesa, bat no 
trace of any definite bnilding, even in rmoa, is visible, except a 
Mosalman tomb on the highest point* 

** This tomb oousists of three lerracea 16 pao^ long from north 
to south, 12 from east to west, and each tiboat two feet high. 
They are bnilt of eld stones, and apparently have been patched 

* 1. c., Ind., Act. XX, p, $20* 
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up from time to lime. On the Mghi-et temoe ia the tomb itself, 
Bomo flijc feet long and three feet high* A yard from its northern 
rad if a. simill briek pillar, with a niohe ia it for a lamp. There 
wt'TO many clay horses round the tomb, mostly very small ooarae 
clay images, but one quite ortialio and much larger. The apace 
betWL'en iha northeru rsnip and river is high grass land, Tlie 
reat of the eneloeuro is mosQy cultivated as rice fields, except its 
Bouthern end, which is a swamp. Just outside the aoutbem ramp 
lice a long narrow tank, which probably was once a moat. From 
the souihcm end of the outer ramp projects a seoond fortifioation, 
atent 300 yards long from the south to north and 300 broad,' 
with a high mound at its south-west angle ; this mound consists 
mostly of masHes of roughly out laterite and must have been a 
strong bastion. 

*' The idtaation is well chosen for defence against an enemy armed 
only with bows and arrow's or even early drearms, Even if the 
outer ramp wens takeu, the garrison of the inner fort were sure of 
a water-supply from a river, which does not run diy during the hot 
weather, wasMeg the northern walls of the fort. The ramp of the 
outer feit is now only some 10 to 15 feat high, and ptesenls an 
cosy slope on both inner and outer sides. Cavalry could ride 
over it; indeed, it would now hsrdly check them in q gallop. 
Bat thia ia after the raiua of a century at least, probaWy much 
longer, have acted oii it. In the days when the ruin was a fort- 
rcaa, it was probabiy much higher and sleeper. This fort k the 
scene of the slo^ ‘ bui-ffeid A'srtdini,’ by the Celebrated Bengali 
novelist, Bankim Chandra Cbatterji, who was Bubdivfaiounl 
Ofiicer of Jah&uabad about 30 yania ago. 

“A liltle north of the northern romp Ue tha ruins of Qarh 
Afandaraii. These coDsist of large monads, 13 to 30 feet high, 
covering a space of about half a mile square. A poor modern 
village covers part of thia area. On ene of the mounds towards 
the south stands s mosque, of no particular antiqalty or interest." 

Historically, Manddran is a place of much interest. In the 
Orissa copper plates, (he king of Uandfir (the old nome of 
MandAraij) ia slated to have been defeated by Chodogaega and 
driven to the banks of the Ganges. Ysiioastmditiona conneot 
the place with Isnkil Ghftzi, a famous general of Husain Rbab, the 
5ult&u of Bengal, from whose lime it beoams an important ^a- 
tior station of Bengal commanding the old BMishahi road from 
Bnrdvi'4i] lo Orissa, MadAraii appears as a Sutkgr in the Aui-i- 
Akbarl, its headquarters Haveli-i-Msdiran being a largo mahal 
with a revenue of 1,727,077 tiann (Eb. 43,127). In aecounts of the 
wars between the Afghans and the Mughala in Akbai^S(eigu, it is 
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meuliontd Bfiwml m Imug on tbe royal road i& Orisea; 

ita importanoe in ihcNie ia olao dear from tha faot that it 
one of the very hw plnoea ahowo in the mapa of OadalJit 
Do ]Janos and BlaeT. With the snbjngation of the Afghans 
, in Orissa^ ila inipOTtanqo gradoally declined; and by the 
second half of the i7th oentnry it dbappeared from European 
mapi The chief traoea of ita etatiiB as a frontior town now 
conHist of the remsina of its forts, and the stxrvivtil of a consider^ 
able number of Muaalmln dtmdfMn^ bolding lands rent-^freo or at 
quit-rents as a reward for military and other senioee. 

Seyeral quaint livgenda aitaob to the pbioa ; its old rerUBina, and 
ako its romontio site on the Amodar^ induced Babu Bankim 
Chwidru Chatterji to select it aa the soeue of one of hia boat- 
known novels, the Darff^ta^madinl or the Chieftain^a Daughter, 
The following atory about tho headless rider of Msndaran is 
quoted from Blocbumnn^a aoooiuit* i— 

*‘Ia days of oLd^ Ismail Ohiss!^ a General of 

11 uaaiu SbAh of Qaur, wos aout \o fight the mfidels of Ones*. 
After gaining a signal viotoiy, lamaii retunfd from Katak to 
Bengiil, and halted at a small place called MadAran^ aouiK-west 
of Bnrdwin. He waa pleased with the auirouiidiDg country and 
stayed there for some iSine. Oae nigh% while saying hia prayers 
in the open aLr* he waa disiiirbed by a noias above hia head. Ha 
looked up, and saw a long lino of Dova pasring easiwardfl to 
bathe in (he Bhsglratt ^You have disturbed my prayer/ 
aiclflimed Ismail to the Deva, * ooine down and perform the 
ft^xvice which 1 ahaU impoae upon ^you as a punishments * We 
canuot interrupt oni flight to the IiTe^^ replied the Devs* ‘but 
on OUT return wa wnll do whatevcT thou oommandeat/ After 
aomo time the Dava ciamo bock, and presontad themaeiTea before 
lEmillf who commanded them to build, at the place where he 
waa, au iminanae fort, after the model of the fort of Lanhi 
^Ceylon)* The Deva at first objected, becaua» they hud never 
been in Xianki; but, oa Ism Ail remoiued fim, they quickly des¬ 
patched one of their number to Lank*, and before morutug 
dawned the Fort of MedAran was coinpktird, 

**Btit ihe oiicQit of Ihe Port^ which the Deva had built in 
one night, wea ao great that much land belonging to Hindna had 
been taken away for it. Now there waa a Brahman ia Brahmon- 
gAuw, half a. mile north of BhUargoth, who had some influenjoe 
(rrffdi) with Husain fihih; and aa a tank belonging to bim had 
been taken whhiu the new fort, ho want atimight to Goar and 
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told Uufiiim Shah lliat I?rniUl propoi^d for a revolt* Had ho not 
built an iminonag fort near tlio f^nUer of Onssaf wilhout toUing 
tht^ king ? Xliia uppcar^d coavinciog^ and Huaain Shah aeut a 
nitfiaopger to MadlraOi to recall lamAil to Court* Igrti ail 
WOE jufit euperint^adiDg iho digging of a tank near Cloghatj abotit , 
four miles oaat of Misdarau^ wtau tha order t/kr/udu] oamo* 
tho tank ia even iiow-a-daj'a oalLed Farmdndtphit tho 
Tank of tho Order. 

Ismkil obey&d the call of hia king j but no sooner hsd he 
arrived id OauTi than bo was executed by lIuMiu Shah. ‘Wlion 
the head hod boon s&med ieom tho body* Sliaoga to behold, the 
headless trunk mounted q hoiBe that stood neer^ and rode ott iu 
the direotioD of Madarant whilst tho head flew up and followed 
the rider, hovering higli iu the air perpeDdictiliuly above the 
body. At eight tho headless rider arrived before the gate of 
Bhitargerh^ w^here two of his servants stood on guard. He told 
them not to be afraid, and explEuned what had happened to him 
in GftUr, and that he bad beeq innocently killed by the king. 
Ho then asked them to give hint somep^u. But this the men 
would not do» eaylug that his head was high above, and he would 
not be sble to eat. ■* Then it ie not Allah^s wilh' exclaimod 
lam&ih ‘that my head should join the body'—for he would 
have been restored lo life, if thoy had given him something to 
eaf~* go therefore, my hciidp go hack to GaiUj to be buried there*' 
Thereupon the head retunied to Gaur the same road it had come^ 
and the grave where it was buried there may be seen to 
this day. 

- - "^f^en the head had left, Ismail asked the guards to open the 
gstcfi. He entered the town and coming to a certain qwt within 
the Fort, he ordered the earsh to open herself, when snddeniy 
before the eyes of all, horse and rider disappeared in the yaw ning 
abyss. The earth then cIoa«^d agaio* These wonderful even^ 
were soon told all over the neighbourhood, and crowds of visitoEB 
oanie to see the hallo wad spot where the martyr hod dissappearal. 
About tho same time, the Raja of Buidw&u was at warfare 
with the Rajah of Bardoh, and the lati^ had made a vow that 
ho would build a Dfir^jdh or A^idnah (tomb) for Hasrat IsmMl, 
should he be suooessful against the Buidwan Raja. Fortune 
favouring him, he kept his vow apd built the tomb, which is 
fltill within Bbitaigarh at Mad&ran.” 

About two milea south-rest of Msdiran is a villago named 
Dlnan&lh. Two huge gateways are visible here loading to an 
endosure cxteudiug over 8 or 10 dtffhd^. According to tradition, 
the enclosure was a military baxor on the old Orissa rood* Both 
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the gaiewayiEi liave Peman mscriptiosie. That OJi the iouthefii 
gateway speakfl of the place being ealled Muhdrtik JIanwat by 
order of Nawab AMclnlaug (Nawib Shuja-ud-dia of tho Matorianal 
when ho encamped here on Me way from Oriaga to Bengal in 
113611^ (1723-34 AJJ.j; while that on tho northern gateway 
records the erection of a wrai by Mutamin'Ol^MuUEj, (f. Bbnj&- 
nd^dho) in 1143 H+ (1730-31 A-1>0«* It wae here that Shuj&-uil- 
dia waa informed of hif appointment aa Nawab of Bengal^ and tlie 
gateways were apparently er^otedm eoinroemoiatlon of the good 
newEL 

]]a&yapor.—A village in thina Arambfrgh ci the Arinibagh 
BubdlvisioQ^ It is eitimtod on the Old Benares road^ about five 
miles east of ArimbSgh town, and a milo north of the I0na 
DwSraktawar aiream. The rood to Jagatpnr aid Khan&kul 
btorte from this plaeni at which a mud-wallcd thatched hut does 
duty as a Disiiict Board bungalow, it ia an dd village^ men¬ 
tioned in the Ch^ntH of Kavikankun (citca lOOD A.il.) as the head-^ 
quarters of a aihifdr or vilUge-ownerp named Mahmiid Sharif, 
In the oarly Britiab days a conaiderable quantity of silk eloth 
was manufactured here * but it is now a decadsui viUagOf having 
suffered greatly from the epidemiea of Burdwin fever, 

Hohain Fttnd^—An endowment fund created by Hs]i Muham- 
iiLad Mohsin, who Inherited the large poperty of his atep-aister^ the 
widow of SalMi-ud'din, IhujdArol Hooghly. In 1301] ho exeeutod 
a or deed of appropriation of his property, in which 

it w^as atatbd that in the teetator's faniiLy, from generation to 
goncralioni certain chergea had beeu inoiUTcd and usages obgcrved 
in oonnectiou with the celebration of religious rites and lestivola, 
and that, aa ho had no children by whom tho perfortnanoe of these 
pioua duties oould be performedp he dcaired to make provision for 
their continued disoharge. Hoj therefore, made over specified pro¬ 
perty to two managers, with instructions that they should divide 
the net income into nine equal abarea, two of which they should 
keep for their owt» use, thr^ they ehould devote lo the e^iienses 
of celebrating xehgious fealivals and executing repairs in the 
Hooghly luilL'Enb&ra and bnxial*ground, while tho remaining 
four fiharee should be spen^ in paying ealaiies and pensious, 
aco^Htdiog to & liflt atiaohcd. The bequest included the following 
propeiiiea 1 —the ramindan of pm'^afia Eiaoiat Soiyadpur and 
Bobn&li in iDiulna and Jeesore^ the Imimbija building, the 
Imtoibara bazar and and ibc furniture of the Iiii4mbam at 
Hooghly. 
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It appears from the pFoc«edijDgs of tlie Yice-lV^^sident 
in Gooncil} PeisiftE Department^ dated ihe Sth Deeamber 
lS2Qf and from iba csorrespondenoe geoeiallj^ that these 
salaries and pensions were payable to the offioeia and servants 
of Ebo Im&mb&rat so that the ^hole endowmentt as far as 
its purpose was speeiQedp was for the aupport of that religious 
inatitut ion, of the ceremonies performed in it, and of the persona 
employed in it- The foneder added fhe provision that the 
managers after me will exercise their discretion and anthority either 
to continue or discontinue them (the allowances and penaions) as 
they may think proper, and I have made over the msnogfment 
generally to themJ^ No speritio direction^ however^ wqs given as 
to what use should be made of any savings which might accrue 
from the dieconlinuiinco of silariee or penfiiona under the power 
given by this last danse, the matter being thus left to the 
discretion of the mansgers^ A year before the exeenticn of this 
deed, a suit had been inslitutEd against Haji Huhsmmsd Mohsin 
by Mirza Buvdsh Ulla, claiming, under a pretended will, the 
Imds w'hich the former subaaquently const It nted an endowment. 
This suit was prosecuted from court to oonri up to the Privy 
Council, and lasted some 30 yeorSj. during (he whole of w*hich 
period it oontimied to be unoertaio whether the endowment was 
valid or not. 

Hfiji Muhammad Mohsin died in 1312, and the managers 
whom he had appointed seem immediately to have entered upon a 
conise of mismanogcmcnt and omfx^lemeut. Aocording to tho 
finding of tho Court of Sadsr Diwi,ui Adalat, the proper objects 
of the endowment were neglected, the Oovernment revenue fell 
into arresrs, w^hile the income was spent on quarrels between the 
managers, bribes to th^ polioa and and gifts to the 

managers^ relativea. Moreover, in order to inerease their own 
profits st the expense of the trust, they forged a perpetual lease 
in their own favour and that of their relatives, purport lug to have 
been executed by Haji Muhammad Mohsin before the deed of 
foundation. Tho Board of Revenue interfered for the better 
government of (he endownuent under Degulation XIK of 1819, 
at flrst saaocisting a Superintendottt with tho managers, then 
laying down rules for their controli and finally, in 18l7p os 
these milder mtssures had only made matters worse, dlfimiadng 
the manegera altogether* Aa the relatives of tho latter were 
implicated with them in tho fmuda committed, a Govemtnent 
servant w'as appointed to adminiatcr the endowment under the 
orders of the Board and Local Agents. Prom thia time the 
institution has been practically controlled by Govemmtnt. 
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The Board of Beveuuo in 1817 f(?titided n madr^a at an 
aiiDtuil coat of Ra- 6|000 paj&Ue out of tlie fundfl of tho endow¬ 
ment. But tlie leading feiture in iho Aral 20 yeara of Goveru- 
ment majiBgeiiientt waa the growth of a conaidosable fund Teattd 
ID Govemmont eoouritiea In 1821 the proptiiy wua eel tied in 
tetiiirea^ that in to aay, tenurefi subjoet to n quit-tent feed in 
pi*rpetiiityp aod about sis lakha of mpspfl wete roooived on tbia 
aeconut* As, howoirer, the suit qnostioniDg the TolidiEy of tho 
title woa then pending in the Vn^y OouitcilT ™3 mode a ooodi- 
tion that if that coae wert* lost* and the new owner refcuaed to couAim 
the the purchase-money ahonld be returned with interest. 

To meet tbie possible chaige. the proceeds of the paM sale wero 
iDveeted in Governiiient aeourJtica^ andp the interest being added 
BB it acora&d to the original prinnipalp i capital sum of n^ut ten 
Inkhs of rupees was aooamiilated, 

la 1836p shortly afijer the law sails terminated^ it was doddod 
by the GkjTernmeut of Indi-i that rhree-niaihs of the income 
from the zamindiri should bo aeaigaod permanently for the 
onrrent espensea of the Im&mbirn, Ac. Of the two-nmlha of 
the income aasigaed to the ono-ninth was oesigned to 

the agent or mviaMdUi appointtd by Governmentp and the romain- 
tng one-ninth was to bo availablo for general pniposofl of n 
beaefioent natnre. The four-ninths ahoro ol the EmilndAri 
inoome appropriated by H&ji ITuhammad Mobsiu to peosionB and 
cstahlidimeiits was to remain liable to those charges^ but when 
they lapsed^ the inoome was to be added to the aurplus fund 
appropriable to genoral ptiri;!Ofie6. Then thus remained at 
tbe dispoeal of Government for general pnrpOficB of a bene- 
Aeetit nature (1) one-ninth of ihe annual inoome from the 
Beiiund&ri; (2) the lapaed peodonaj ; and (3) the antiro D:^ount 
acciniag from the Internet of the aecninulated fund iu 

GoYernment promissory notes. It was decided that, sf ^er setting 
apart from f hi a Ust-mentioued fund Buch an amount as might be 
neoesaary to provide appropriate buildings p includiog the charge 
of rebuildiug or Tspsmng the XmAmbaia and other Foligious 
edlGcfis, if it ahonld bs found aece^ry to fanew ihemi the 
ramsinder ahould be oonsidered os a Trust Pundj the inirroat of 
wliichp With other itsmB apcctfied, might be “ appropriated to the 
purpose of education by the formation of a collegiate institution 
imparting instmotion of all kinds in the higher dopaiimcnta of 
eduoalioni.*’ 

After the poBBing of Ajci XX of L8fid a oommittoe was 
appointodp under eection 7 of that enaetmeot^ for the BuporviriDii 
of the endowment ofirigned for lotigious uses. This Commit tso 
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tiootrols th® erpeDditiiio oi a contritmtion equal to tiuee-nititlis of 
tha iocome directly derived fEOirt the original eatato In the form of 
rente and an allowanoe of Ra. 750 a month in respect of the 
charge for ceteMiahincDt to he borne by the fonT-niotha ehaifc 
The manager, who now deela only with the religioua asHgnment, 
having no concern wi>h the property generally, receivea one- 
ninth. The remainder of the estate, Lndndiog the whole of 
the interest on the accumulation, is held to be at the (iisposal 
of Government as successor to the manogerfl appointed by the 
founder. 

This fund was crigioalLy opiilied to the foundalion and support 
of the Hooghly College, which was open to raembere of all tcU- 
g^ous communities. To this arrangement the objedion was raised 
that an ii^timtioa almost esoluaively frequented by ffindus was 
not the moat suitable reripient of the income of a dUtinctiyely 
Muhammadan endowment. Accordingly the Government of 
Bengal, by a resolution dated 29th July ISTiJ, decided that ^e 
fund should be used exclusively for the promotion of tducaiion 
amoiJg Mukaminadans, the Uooghly CoUege being mmntaiued 
from other souroes. It bos sicoa then been devoted vfith great 
discretion, and with the best results, to caaisting the progress of 
Muhammadan eduoaiion througbout Becgal by various means, 
such as the payment of a part of the fees of Mi ih a nun adan 
students nt the Univeraity and at rilla schools, the appointment of 
Feiaian teachers at the latter, tbo foundation of scholaiahipa and, 

hostels, eto, . i x? 

According to tho Report of the Muhammadan Bduoational Eu- 
dowments Committee 11888), from which the above account baa 
been compiled, “the history of ihe Mobsin Fund may bo quoted 
with much efteot as an inBtanoa of the benefit wHoh may ocorue 
from bold and unoornpiomising action in dealing with endownientB. 
The original object of the fbundatiou, the Im&mbAra at Hooghly, 

has been rebuilt, and Is o handsome edifioe> where the Ireditional 

coremonica are maiotaiued with a degree of splendour which 
more than fuUilB the main dorire of the founder that ihe devotional 
practiDes of his family should not perish with his race. And tho 
sojplus income, amsll as it is compared with the worL to be done 
among MuhnminadanB in Bongsl generally, is so applied aa to bo 
of the greatest use, aiding thonsands in obtaining an education 
which they might otherwise be unable to secure. It must, however^ 
ba owned that it wonld bo impossible to treat all endowments with 
(ho freedom exercised in the case of Mehsin’s Imambaxa, us to 
which Government has acted with an eye only to utility, applying 
the BurpluB of a religious and local foundation at Erst on iha 
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appointed spot to aecalar pmpoaea withoat distinciioii of creed, 
and DOW oTei oU Bengal without TeftiTODce to any limit of place- 
ITiIe wide dbctetion has nere^r been elaitiied for the ruling power 
as such, and was uwd in this oa£e by GoTernment in the oBaumed 
oapooity of tnutotidttl or maeoger of the tmsti 

Unhammad Amlnpur.—A large estate in the Serampore 
suhdirisioD conaisiiogof obont 350 fWffifjffs, Its flica is 61,807 
aeirBaa<litsreut*roU is Be. 1,87,743, the land reTeim^. being 
lie, 80,112. The estate is so Colled afor iluhommad Amlnpijr, a 
BimiU TULigBiiitheKalii& sttbdivifiion of Burdwin. Traction 
relates that this village was foannhd by one Mtihaitimad Amin, an 
rfmfa uad<rrSh&h Shuja. After his death, the village, having 
fallee into arrears of reveatie, was acquired by the ancestor of t he 
Sh^or&phuU and BAnsheria EamlndirB, who gave the naiiie 
Muhammad Amin pur to the estate which he owned. This estato 
had been formed before 1728, the year of the land revenue settlemHnt 
of Nawsb Shuia-ud.dtQ, and, on partition, paaaeJ into the hands of 
the Bheoraphuli Baj, During the lime of lUja Purna Chwdra, 
the estate was sold and purehasi-d by the B4ja of Digbipauft and 
by one T jlraTiini Prasad, whose share was sabaequfiitly bought by 
Maharaja Sir Jotincba Mohan Tagom. llie son and heir, 
Mahftraja Sir Prodyot Kumar Tagore, is now in pcssessioD of the 
greater part of the estate, and the remainder is held by be Ilaja 
of Digh&patib. The blatory of Hue estate under the Mughal rule 
and during the early administration of the Pritish will bo found 
in the chapter dealing with Land Revenue Administraliou, 

Bitliknl —^A village in thiua liaripal of the Scrampore sub, 
dl^iaion. There is a station here on the Tsrakeawar branch of the 
East Indian Railway, and the village is also connected with tho 
Haiip&l thfcna by a short toad, 4 miles loog. Eorm^rly it waa a 
place of some importance, being shown in RennoU’s Atlas, plate 
Vll,{i8 Nallyeure with the flag mark of a police station and as tho 
junction of several roods. 

Kayit^rai (A’ayd, uew and wrdt, inn),—A village iu tliiua 
Bal&garh of the Uooghly sabdivision. It is situated at the ont- 
ftkU of the Magra Khal into the Hooghly rivet, and is about 2 
miles Dtoth of Tribetii on the Guptip&rA road, which ia hero 
carried over the Msgra Kbftl by a suspeasiou bridge. It was a 
place of eonsidetable importance in old days, aa the Magti lOiSl 
formed tho main choanel cl the D&modaT, and the line of traffic 
to Duidw^n ley through Nsyisaroi. The old roed to Nadii and 
Mnisliidabikd also passed through it ; and niontion is made of 
Kawah Siraj-ud dank baiting hero on the 19lh January 1767 
when he yas marching up to recover Uooghly, and ofr?Uv6 6 
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amval on the l3tb Jmie »Wff to Plaea-'y.' StaTomnu Tiatfd 
the ‘‘chftQiiel of Niasaetai” on 27th Jaousiy L / O and d^htd 
Ihe oounlrj- os " pleasaut pUuafl o£ aiiibla end psflture Innd, in^r- 
miiwl iviih gTovas of cocoanut, jwri, mango and olber ireea. The 
Biigaroana ™ Ukewifle cnlliTated in matiy pko< s and floimahpd 

- A large Tillage in the Ifooghly anbdiTiflion, situated 
in 26“ 5' N aod 8S“ 17'E. It ia Id iiorth-w.st of 

Hooghly town lK.ota) by the Grand iVunk Ko»d, whieh 
thro^h it. and am be enaily iSBoh^d from UoogMy m nc li™J ty 
the East Indian Railway, which Itaa a aialion here ■, it u furtber 

ootmected with Kilna in Bind win diatiiot by a ^weiM road r- 

rnchuxa. 'Phe village ia the heodquarteK of a poUeeJliana and 

of an If Dion Coimnitieo; and it coatama a poat office, neub- 

logistry office, and a PuhUc Works Department buega low a^ut 

^ Siila og from the roilivay aU«iou, It la the o^f oeutre of the 

Sunui lIuBalmAea iu the district aad la 

Ashraf ox respwiable families, including a number of 

i <, holders of land granted in reward for semw* In ihe early 

British period, when/fosi’i tiand to be appointed for aBsuling m 

the administration of jusliee, a cousidemble otimh^ were 
eruitedfroniPaddiii; the post of Eafl 

t,o«,iJitnrv for eome lime in a PandtiA family. l.allerly some 
"i b«a .ppotael Depot? 

Ito The® AshrUf families are said to be doEconded horn 
Kusnlmao officers and soldiers who settle heie iu the pi^ 
Miiffhal daVB. A large fair is held on the 1st Magh (middle 
of JftDuaryiandaiSctoii ^ho Ist Baisikh (middle of Ap^). 

mofltlT iXusalmins. The vilkgo ifi situate OQ a dead 

ri to K3W, ssd pop^^^- T 

™TO"^rs,222 person, dying 

“‘rrorntf .nujlS.n'ioto“tt f 

* nlaoos in the dislrlot. The chief lumams of anti- 

lufl a tower, two motti^es, a tomb, mid two tanks, The 
noTceaUe of these wmnins is the tower, which ofatida about 
“^inLd yards east of ihe fourth furlong of the 43iid iwle 
% fho Q^nd^nk Bond. It is round and has five atoreys, each 
in .Laetor from 60 foet at the base to 15 foot at the top. 


*l}e«S*i i* Hill, III IlOp fTt 
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The outer few ia oroaiDentod with oouTei flutitig, and the iasidfl 
WBlk are tDamellcd. To the ceulre of the huilding U a ciTe^ar 
Bteiroafic leading to the top, and at the hase of each storey le a 
doorwity lending to a uorrew terreco TUnning oU round the 
huilding. The total height of the tower, iadoding the pmnacl^?, 
naed to be 125 feet, hut the lopmoet port ion fell down m tho 
caithouake of 1&B5* In ihe tower wbb repaired at tho coat 

of Govemmeot. the fifth storey (abotU 20 feel high) with a dome 
and pinnade being rebuilt. The tower is now 127 feet high 
and has been replaaterod and whitewaehetL Tho loophoLs in 
outer wall having been cleared, and the indds dairoafie rebuilt, 
tho ascent to the lop is easy- , . , , 

The object with which iHo tower was built le not clear. 
Popularly, it believed to baa Miiiffiirn tower, from the top of 
which the faithful were called to prayer; and aooording to 
Mtififllinan Iroditions it was erected by Shah Sufi-ud-diu after 
ho gained a Tiotory over the local Hindu chief. No iiisonp- 
tion? however, bia bean found iu the lower iteeU. Tall towera 
of a Bimilar kind are found in various parte of India, s.y,, tbs 
Piioii Miu&r in Gwnr, which b elso five^eloreyed and haa 
ft base diameter of about 20 feet and a hoigUt of about 90 
feet, and the ruined tower at Minaaarai, on the west bank of the 
Mn^nandA oppoeitu old Hilda, which has nearly ^e eamo b«». 
meat diameter and tho aamo height,* The Kutb Minfir of Del^» 
With a hasenieat tUftflieter of 47i and a height (eicludiDg tho 
oapitol) of 238 feet, k still better known.t In those towtia tho 
ratio between the diameter and tho hp-ight ia about 1 to H ; while 
in the PanduA tower the height is reduced to less than half, 
making the ratio fthout 1 to 2*, la spite of this dilferouoe, it 
may be oonjeotnitd that they are of the same character. Aooord- 
iug to some, they are imitations of Hindu J^jfo-stam^hat or 
victory-pillars, a theory suggested by the local tmdilions. 

About 175 foot west of the lower stands a ruined mosque, 
which was in much better preservation 30 years sgo. It ia a 
long stiuoture, rather low in height inBida* The rtX)!, now more 
or less dismantled, had nmnerons low dome^ of wHeh 63 were 
oounted by Bloohmaiiin. Its roof rested on high pointed arches, 
supported by two rows of 21 pillars, each 6 feet high. The 
pillars am of hateU, with several horiMntal hands, in various 
pattema; about half of them have shafts ornamented in Hindu 
luiluon <not Buddhistic, as Blochmana conjectured) with 
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gailandfl ftud pndaut bells. The mosque walk aud arehra 
Bie made of amell %ht-Kd briota- Tha inner western wall is 
dieensified wilh KVeninow nichea. The mchee hnvo qimlrefoil 
flrohea and are finely ornamented oo the Bides with Helbsed 
net*woTk, with diamond pslteriiB below the arches and 
with a roeette on each side abo?e them. In the north-west 
Domor of the mosque is a high plaiform of solid msfioiiTy with a 
small room on top, which k said 1o have serred Shah SaH ss a 
QhiUAli-kHiiah^ t.f., a room used by henuitB for a 40 dnys ‘rttroat’. 
A few undnished ohloog pilkrs of black baealt Uo about. No 
inscription has be.m foaod in Ihe mosque* From iis low hciglit, 
thin brickfl, nuraetoua domes, and liindu ormuneuiaiion, iho 
mosque appears amhiUoluially to belong to tho early Pathiin 
period.' The biaalt alates were probably brought from the 
Rajmahkl Hi Ik by water. The ruins have now boon cleared by 
Goverumeut, but no restorslion has been attempted. 

South of the tower, on the oppoate side of the Grand Trunk 
Road, k the or tomb of Shih Su6-ud-dtii, a amsU white¬ 

washed structure, which is kept in repair by subscriptioiiB raised by 
the Mnhnm'madana It has no insciiplion. Several faira are held 
near the ditdnah, to which many people ooruo and present ofierings 
in the hope that their dcaines will ba fulfilled. 

West of this tomb is another ruined mosque. Its walls are 
omsmonled with patterns, partly Hindu and partly Muhsm- 
madati. On the outaida are three basalt tahleta having Ainbio 
inscriptions in large Ihighra charaoteri; they consist of verses 
from the Koi4n with blcsaiaga on the Prophet, Inside, on ihe 
oentrsl tablet high above the ground, is another Arabic insciip- 
tion. It records the ereotioa of the mo*iue by Ulugh Majlkri- 
Amm in the rcigu of Yusui Sh&h, dated 88211, (1477 A. D.). 
The characters of ihk iasoriplion, thoi^h in Tughrk, diflor from 
the earUer inscriptioas of Xribeni in having many round strokes, 
which bring them nearer to the Naatslik charactem of Akbara 
lime. There is a short ioecription in this mosque stating, corioua- 
ly enough, lUt it was repaired by a Hindu named Ul Kuuwsr 
Nath in 1177H. (1763 A.D.>. This shows that the wua 

Trtienited not only by MusalmAna, but ako by Hiadus, 

South of the tomb k a fine tank callad RjhmA pakftar. Another 
largo and deep lank in tho aortk of Panduft k dedkated to tlm 
saiot, and k called Pir pokh^>\ A large alligator lives in it, 
wliioh, when called by the JaUr in charge with the words 
* Kafer KhAu Miynn’ or simply ^Miyan’, oomea to the bank for 

• M, Mom^uU e/ J* A- -fl.j i9lQ, 
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lootL Hiodiiis as w^U aa MufiabninB eaorifice fowh to it in 
ftilfllmant of voira. Thero ift also a mo^lerxi nxosque ^^allfld the Kntb 
Sihib mofiqup^ It hflsa IVraian in&cription that rcoords its con- 
slmotion by Fath IChaOi an Afgh&n^ in the Oih year of the 
Emperor Muhammad Shili^a reign^ i.e,, 1140H. [1727-28 A.D)* 

The town ia aaid to bfiva been fortified by a wall and a Ironcht 
but littlo of them now remiitii except n Mndk to ihe Dorth. 
Tenons lege nils are told ftbont the Mub^M oocupation of tha 
placfl. The vor^on given by Blochmann ia quotfd below with 
hi& remarksSis hupdrod yenrB ago, whon ihe randiiah 
RAjah reigned over iho diatriot, Shfih SaBuddTn livrf at Panduoli. 
The R&jah was a powerful man, and reaided at MahAnath^ a 
viUego not far from Pandiiah. SKlh Safi was a man of illuBtnouB 
descent. His father, BarklitirdAr, was a noble of ihe Court of 
Delhip and had married a sister of the Emperor PiruK Sh^. 
Otico a feast was given in Pandtiah to Otlebrate the oircnmciaion 
of a boy, and a cow had been tilled on tho occasion. Tfca 

sacrilege WflS reported to tho Panduah RAfah, who had the child 

killod, Safi then went to Delhi, complained to his undo, ihc 
Emperor^ and asked him to give him a Buffident number of troope 
to puni^ the RAjah. Hia request was granted; but ae the 
ospedition waa a religioiis war, Safi before setting out for Bengal* 
went to Panipat-Earail to aak the blessieg of Bu Ali Qalandar, 
a renowned Boiot. The blessing was not withheld^ and the saint 
aasiued Safi that he hs^d ros^&ived the glad tidings o! victory from 
Heaven» 

*^Safi now moved to Panduah, In his army there were also 
two other men of renowni Zafar E3ian4-GhAzb whose flhnne is at 
Tribeni, north of Hugh, and Bahram SaqqA* who had impoaed 
upon hinkself the taak of serving as Bhlahtl in ft war 

against infidels. TTia shrmo >a at BuidwAo. But it wits a diEoult 
matter to crush the power of the Rajsh; for near his reBideoce at 
MahADftth he had a taut, the waters of which posae^ mira¬ 
culous powers; and whenever a Hindu had been kdliedp the 
Bauduah RAjah threw the dead body into the tank, "and We and 
health wore immediately restored. Safi soon, saw that hia efforts 
would be fruitless^ unleea the restorative power of the tank woa 
first broken. This was at last acoomplished by some /nqtra who 
had fttlached the*ni8elves to hia expeditioii. They killed a cow, 
aiid managed to throw the liver into the tank, when all at onoe 
the Dovbj upon whose presence the virtue of tho water depondedt 
went away. The Rajah was now obslIj defeated, aud hb power 
oompletoly broketi. Tho old temple in Panduah was nleo 
dealroyed^ and the present mosque woa built with ita materiiils. 
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Tlia tower wm used os B Manarah for the call to prayer, 

aud flTery Ilioda waa drlTou out of the town. 

“Safi soon after couliLued Hfi ware with the iufidela, aad was 
at laat killed in a flglit. Ilia cliildren buried bim at Paadush, 
and erected the vault, wlileh, togellior with his mosque, still 
exists. Ilis deacoiidaqla iucreased so rapidly, that Pauduah Boon 
hecams a largo place. The fame also of the nobility of its 
inliabitants, who nil trace their dcBcontto tho sister of the limporot 
Firiiz Sb&h, spread over tho whole of Bengal. 

“This is the legend. I have not met wilh Safiuddtu'fl name 
in any Indian history, or in the numerous hiogrephies of 
Muhammad^in saints. The story, however, oontnitis one historiosl 
personnge, tho saint Bii Ali ttolaudar of Panipat-KamAl, to 
whom, aa related above, SmB applied for blefising. This apparently 
most unimportatit Item ftimishes the clue to the whole legend, 
nia fttU name is Shaikh Sharofuddin Bn Alt tialandar. He was 
a follower of the flret Indian saint, Mam-ud*diu-i Chishti, whoso 
tomh is at Ajmir, nod wrote several religious vrorka, from among 
which a amali Masnawl, withoul title, has been printed. 
Bii All UalandftT lived at I’antpat, and died there, at an advanced 
age, on the 13th llamoain 724, or in the middle of September, 
1324 A, D. t4itt flhrino slill esiata in I’AnJpat. The date of the 
death of the saint enables ua to ascertain which of the three 
Emperota of Dibit that bore the name of Pfriiz Shah corresponds 
to tho PfrSs Shah of the Panduah legend. Firll* Shib 1 died 
in A. D. I33C; Firiijs Shah II in 1296 ? and Firuz Shfth III 
reigned from 1351 to 13S8 j and thus we see that the Panduah 
legend means Piruz Shah 11, or, a«ording to his full name, 
Jalaluddin i-EMji Firiiz Sbih, whose contemporary was 
Bu Ali Qalaudar. 

may thua safdyxeftrtli&fouiidfttioa of the Muhamniadau 
eQttlomeiit at PaBduah to the very tnd of the I3th wntuiy^ or 
not Quito lO'O years after the coiiQueet of Nadift and the overthrow 
of the Lakhmaniyah mlcis of Bengal by Bakhtyir i-KHlji, a 
date wilh which not only tho stylo of srohitcoture of the Pathan 
Diosque of Panduah, but also the inscriptions on Zofar’a tomb in 
Ttibeoi (A H.713 or A. D. 1313) fuUy ngrec."' 

In the 131h coutuiy, iheietord, Pandna waa a place o! some 
importance, and, as the remains show, its importance increased 
doling tho next two csiilurieB. The question nalnrelly arises 
how Pandua, an inland town, far from any river, and at 
some distonee from Tribcut or SfttgAon, could hare attained bo 


jjfoc* A. a. 0.1S70, p|j. laa-tt. 
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miMli important* The eaplanavion preUbly li« in iho hydro- 
grophy of the tract, whieh bus largely ohing^ in the lost fow 
oeiittmeB* The moio fitroam of tbs Damcidai flowed for isome 
time in ih .0 long tortttonfl channel now oiU^ lidnAot the dead ; 
but it wooiB clear that at an eorlter date it had a straighter 
course. The line of tlua straight course ia iudicJitcd by 
the depnwaiona in thifi thano, iaolnding the Kaaii below rimdua. 
^Ve may infer that Pandas was originally oontieoted with the 
Hooghly by the Dimodar, which debouched somewhere neui 
Kayaoer&I and oonaequectly it hod good water eomnuitdoalion. 
lAlor on. the Padiah&hi road to SstgAon appears to hare pasHcd 
through Pandua, thus fomlitating aooiss by Lind, so in the 

15th and IBth centtmea Fandui was able to maiatein its poeiliou, 
though the Daniodar shifted its coureo. 

Pandui was noted in the 18th oentuJ^ for its paper, which 
was prised for its thinnesa and duiabilily, la the 19th century 
the Magistrate of Hooghly was fr&iuenily sied by other Magis- 
trolea for suppUes of the Pandna paper; while the Hooghly 
Magistrate a^ed tho Cosloms Collector of Hooghly for free 
passes to import the paper for his own use. lu 1838, he reported 
t b^t - thin paper was not only the best but aUo the oheaf^t. 
The trade has uow died out owing to the in troduoiioa of machine- 
made paper manufactured in Bengal or imported fern Europe 
la tho early British mlo Pandua was notorious for its daooitiw ; 
and it took a long time, ftud required the employmoat of a special 
officer, to stamp them out from the locality. 

Fhnrphnra.—villoge iu thioa Chanditola of the Serwupore 
suhdiii'Uioa. It is situated not far from the left bank of the Sara- 
awaii rirer, above 6 miles west of Serumporo town. A cousideiv 
able eenlre of MusalmJna, it is inhalnted by many respeoUble 
iiTHidsti or rent-free tenure-holdcis. 1 bey are known as Ashraf, 
and are said to he descendaniE of Muhammadan officers and 
soldim, who receiving £teo grants of lauds settled here in t^ 
pre-Mughnl days. According to tradition, a BAgdl king ruled in 
Phurphurti and waa defeated in a battle with Haarat Shah Kabir 
Ualibi and Haarat Karam-ud-dJn, both of whom u'cra killed. 

In the neighbourhood of this place, at Molnah (or MtUla) 
SimlA, are au old low mosque and the tomb of H'>zrat Muham¬ 
mad Kabir Sihib, generally called Shah Anwar Kuli cl Aleppo. 
Nothing is known about this saint. Two stonee near the tomb are 
pointed oui aa ihooe on which the saint used to kneel at the time 
of diaving; aud it is said that ihe marks made by his knees are 
still visible. The saint is credited with having been fond of 
looking-gloBBca; hence pilgnms often place iooking-glaeses OQ the 
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tomb M offeringB, After buying thorn, the pilgritiis must not loot 
in ihom on their wny to the toiab^ or misforluiaea vfiU happen, 
as was the oaso with one man who, it i& saiil, fell down dtod, 
because be looked at his fneo lu the glass ho had bought for the 
sat lit i This ewriouB custom seems to indloate soma connectioa with 
tiio birth-phioo of Shih Anwar, ns Aleppo was formerly famous for 
its gloBBware. The tomb is vonersted both by Huidus and 
Muh&mmsda ns. 

An inscription on Maot basalt iu the Tugbrft character is fixed 
o?er ihe entrance to the Darg&h. It records the ereclioa of a 
mosque by the great Khiti Iflugb Makhlia Khin in the year 
777U. (1375 A. D,),• and is thurefore awiimed to belong to the 
mosque near by, which is without any ioscriptiom It is said that 
the mosque was built, after Shfih Anwar’s death, by an am¬ 
bassador, wbo also en-dowed it with lands ^ but, curiously enough, 
the itiscripliou mates no meutiou of the saint Shah Anwar. 
Judging from the architectural details, the mcaque appears to 
beloog to a group of mosques wluch wore built only within a limited 
period, viz., 865 to 935 H. <1460-1519 A D.). Acoording to tra^ 
dition, the mosque was built in lOOl H. by a meichaat, Caught 
in a storm on the Saroswad rivet, his boat was about to rink, and 
be was saved nnraoulouriy on praying to the saint Anwar, Xn 
gnditado, he had this mosque built close to tho saint's tomb.t 

Folbi.— A village in the Uoeghly subdiviaion, 8 miliiia north¬ 
west of Hooghly town. It contains a police atalion, the head- 
quaxteis of the th&na being transferred to it from Bansberia ia 
1878. It is touched by a fair-weather road from Ilooghly town, 
which hue bridges over the Ssroswull on the third mile aud the 
Kutui on the fourth mib. 

Poisura.—A villago on the right bank of the Dimodar, situ¬ 
ated on tho 34tk mile of the Old Beaarea road. It was a place of 
apwiM importBnee in old days, bring shown ta Eennell'a Alias 
plate VII <1779), aa Poorsara, but is now a ffinaU ^ggling villege 
accessible only efter the rains. It oontoica a police outpost and a 
District Ikiard buegolow. Since the abandonment of the em- 
banknicnts on the right bank of the Dimodar, about half a 
oentury ago, the village lands have become mote or lesa espoeed 
to the annual floods ol the river, end the road la breached more or 
lesB almost every yeor. A District Board feny pliee between 
Champidangi ond Pnisuri in the rains, end I hie foiry can be 
traced es far back as 1828. 

• BbcInuinDp Ji A. S', B., 1870, 

t M. Hb CliikiiTirti, Pr4^MM$kal pp- 2^, 
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Bajbalhat —A Mnasidemble viUcge on the loft bank of the 
Damodar tu tlifttid KrifilinanQgaJf of tlio Borompoto cabdiviiHon. 

Ill the oarly British poriod it was a plflw of impo^oco, 
litdecUd in 17W for the seat of a Comniefcial Ileaidqncy. Ihe 
Itesidency tv-as tianfiforreil to Hnripil about 170U. “Hajhsulhaiit 
arpeara io EoBiieU’s Allas as a police station and the itwoUon 
of Eeveral loadfl. After the diTorsioti of Irado to the east ^ 
the diatriot, the place lost ita importance ; and it also offered 
duiitig the cpidamicfi of Bwfdwin feTer io the seventiea. A 
weekly « U atiH 

"^'sanchitara —An estate in the Serampoie subdivisioii with on 
flioii of 23,72*Jr acres and atenl-roU of Ea. 59,074, the lend levcnue 
demand being Es, 47,534, The estate originoEy belonged to the 
EamindaiB mentioned in the article on Satsi, but Eamtiban 
Baneiii of TeUnipsra mortgaged it to one Blswambbar Sil, after 
which lishetra Nath BU sold it for Ee* 1,37,000 to Eabu Bojoy 
Krishna Mukherji. The pieaent proprietoia are his granc^u^ 
B&bn Efts Bibftri Mukherii Bibu Bifa Nftrftyan Mtikhetji. 
It ifl called after a -i-illsge of the oania nnme in the Panduft thiiia. 

Sarsa —A large estate in the Seiampore subdivision with an 
area of 25,170 acres, the land revenue demand being Ea. 47,033 
tod the rent-EoU Es, 50,303, This eslaU>, Snncbtftrft and 
GftBe&dliftrpuTp originally formed om estate called Gangidharpiiri 
whhi was parchaacd by Bsbu Boddi 27ftlh Baoerji of TeUnipftift 
from the Burdwftn Eaj. In 1850, thtre was a portirion among 
the dcfioendante of Baddi Natb, by which the property was spUt 
Tip into the throe estates of Sarsft, Banchitirft, and Gungftdharpur. 
The present proprietors are Bftbus Satya Bhupfil Banerji and 
Sfttya iiripsl Baneiji. 

The founder of the family was Bftbu Eati Eftnta Bsner^i, who 
was a in the Nawftb’s Court at MursMdibftd in 1160 BB,, 

nnd settled at Mftnkundu. Having helped the then Eftja of 
Sheorapbuli in poying his revenue, he received some property at 
TcUnipftTft as a gift from him \ and this formed the nucleus of an 
oatate which was further increased by hie grandson, Bftbu Boddi 
Kftth Boneiii, who served in the Commiesoriat end therj made 
ft fortune. The estate Is so celled after Sarsa, a small village in 
the Panduft thftna. 

Satgiion.—A small villnge on the left bank of tba Saraswatl 
in thftna Hooghly of the Hoogbly subdivisioii, about 4 miles 
north of ihe towi). The Grand Trunk Eoad passes ihrougb the 
village, the Slat mile‘stone lyicg between it otid the river; 
another read oonnecta it with Hoogbly town eta Kftzidftnga, the 


OAZKTTBSn^ 


30ft 

fiilo of Baadel station, and just south of tho place is lbs TrishTgLa 
statiuu of tho Kast Indian Itailway. At ibe time of Blocbmaan's 
^iait ia 1670, tbere irere only 11 hula beioi but lbs uDSTennces of 
the giouod belwooQ theiu and the Saraawali pointed to its having 
boon I he aits of an extensive settleuient. At one lilacs not far 
from lbs road the capital of a large pillar was Tmble, which the 
people called Fid^hihi filpiii. At presect a few huts may be aetn 
here and there amoog jungle^oovcied mounds. On the east of the 
Glraod Trunk Hoad, a oousid<-rabIe area is oooupied by some high 
ground strewn with broken bricks, which is locally called ihe Kild 
or fort; and further east are seTewl tanka, one of which, known as 
Jah&iigtr'a tank, is fairly large in axs. A pathway along the 
river bank leads uorlh^east to TnbenT at the mouth of the river j 
2^ inilt^B off. Satg&on is the Mnsalm&n form of the Sanskrit 
word. Saptagr&iu, derived from seven, aud j/rdwi, villages- 

The only lemaius of tbU famous ospitcl that are now extant 
are a mosqne and a few tombs near it. The portioos of the 
mosque still left ate the front or oast wall and the back or 
west wall; even these pertiona are not intact, and the growth 
of young pipat trees in the rsiaa threatens further destruction. 
The entrance in the front wall is arched (sami-cireulnr} in 
iho latest Fathau style; inride, there is a credent over (he 
entrance. The bock wall has three HJiArifis or nichee, of which 
two are large and tho third one (at the north end) small. 
The walls ere built of enmll bricks and are ornamonted 
iuride and outside with arabesque work, Over the entranoe is 
a basalt slab, 4 feet by 3 feet, with an Arabic inseription 
stating the that Jima Meajid was built in the rrign of Abul 
Muaitfaa Xuaiuh Shih by Sayyid Jamil Din Knsain, son of 
SayyidFukhruddin of Amul in Ramazan 030 H. (May 1529 A-D.); 
Am^ isa town on the Caspian 8oa. Afiooiding to local traditjon, 
f akhiond-dia ia said to have oome to Bengal with Shih of 
Pandui and Zafar Khin of TribenI, a story yriBia /««ineonristent 
with the inscribed date of the mosque. Ia ^08 the Public 
Works Department repaired the mosque, patching up the front 
wull, rvmoring the falleu rubbish, and dearing the eurround> 
ing jungle- The building is, however, too ninous to render 
restoration feasible. 

Near the south-east angle of the mosque is an endoaure with 
throe tomba, where Sayyid Fakhr-ud-dtn, his wife and his eunneh 
are said to bo buried. The lergeat tomb la ornMiienied with 
arabesque work, and has an Arabic inacription (now illegible's at the 
north end. tomb ie in good presorvaiion. The dber two 

tomba, which He oast of the first, are BmaUei and not in raoh a 
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good aUto of preaerfition oa F*klir-iid*dltt’6- Beade* Ui» toml)** 
ttere art thwe ipseiibcd of bwalt in the enolofliire* One 
epeaka of the eKotion of ihe edjoitting moa<iuB by Fakhr-ud-dln ; 
it is partly io Arabic and partly in PeTEnto, and was e^denily 
taken from that moettne- Another (in Arabio) woa fixed into t^ 
northern Trail of the tomb eneloauro, nnd is now btpl near the 
tomb* owing to the cramhling of the wall It wooida 
building of a mosque by Taibiyat Khiu in the ragn of Mahnma 
Shih in 861 n. (1457 AJ).)* ^ 

the building of another mioaque by Ulugh Majba ISnr» 
mander and Vinter during the reign of Fath Bhih. and le dutrf 
892 II. (1487 A. D.), Preeumbly, the two moequea rtfcired to 
in the last two inaoriptions were in Sitgaon, and when they tolh 
the inwiiptiona were removed by tome pioua person to thia 

Great antiquity U commonly aflcribed to Setgaon, but Hue 
aeemB hardly juati6ed by the known fecta. The place »ot 
been traced in any pro Ma^Sn Sanskrit work* or resoriptiOTiaf 
and it ia not meutionod in any of the oldest Mu»din&n works or 
inacriptiona of Bengal. The earlieat meni ion of it, to far sa m 
known, is found ou a eilver coin of the Bmperor Muh'imnito 
bin Tnghlak, dated 729H. tl329 A.D,), Before Mb time, tho 
neat of the Government of South Wtat Bengal wns at in^nl, 
where aaveral iiiflciiptioiifl have been diflcovered daUng from 
1298 AJ). The reftflouB for the transfer of the headquartere to 
S&tg&ou are not known, but possibly Tribeni was found too 
Hindtufitio for a Mosalm&u capital; imd Muhammad TugMi^ 
was fond of changea. From this Lima onwards Satgion flouriBhed, 
becoming the port of West Bengal and Dontaiiiing a mmt and 
Dustom houfle; there ore numeroua coins in oxistenoo ^Ih the 
miut-nnme SWgSon, a fiign that ita trade was brUk. On the dee^ 
of Sonaigiooin Eaiit Bangui, its Bsa-borne trade was deTeloped, 
attniuing its ssnith in the fiiat half of the 16th century | 
when the Portuguaw began to visit West Baugal tfrom 1335 
onwards), they found SfttgSon a great and popTdoufl oity stored 
with merchandise. The trading classes hod Beltiod there iti large 
numbere. some d ihem being uumereua enough to form dia- 
tinct endogamoua aeotions with the uania Saptagriimlya, r.y-, 
among the Kiussris (breea-dealers) and Subainabsniks {gold¬ 
smiths). By the time of Bipra Das (1493 AJ).) fiaptagtam had 
become SO oelebrdted, that it was deecdbed io his poem as the 
home of sevon saiota; an aoeoaut of the plaoe and iU trade 

■ uioctimkiin, J. A. 9, B., April ISTO; pp. 202-Dik *07.08; Cr»"t(ipl, 

VoL IU> ffb 



(JAZBTTEES. 


307 


ia ftUo pTen ia ihe poem G&andi of Moktttiiiarim Kavikankatt 
(eirc«f 1600). From deficriptioiiB of Saptagrim given in ika 
Cfitnxtl of Madliabicharya (1579 A-D.; and tlie SA^Bmi-mangal of 
Krifihoaiini (1687 A.D.), the town appeom to have exte^ed aa 
far eort at the book of t hs Ganges, and probably indadei Tnbenl. 
Its importance in those days ia also dear from the fact that 
it appears in nU the old maps, tacb as those of Gasteldi (1561), 
He Banos («Vfa 1670) and Blacv (1640). Eaninsio, nioreoTer, 
referred to “ Asedegam " as “a good port, with u wide entranw 
whero there ia a good and wealthy oily oontaining many 

ruerchants and about 10,000 heart bs* _ 

The decline of the city began with changes la the river 
conraea. The Damodar began to shift westwards j the nv«r 
Suraswutl also began to »li up; and the npper reaches of I ho 
Bhlglmthi becamu diKtcolt of navigation by >ho larger ships 
that began to visit B^mgal. Honco. wo find Ho Bsnws tmUng 
in the H/i Afk that ‘ Satgnon is a great and noble miy, though 
less frequented then Chillagoeg on aoooimt of (he port not 
beinit so oonveniwit for the ontrance and departure of slups.’ 
Cesaro dd Fcdeiici also tomarktd (1575 A. D.) that Sstgfion was 
■‘a Kssonablo foil city for a city of the Moots, a^n^ng with 
all thingB/''-o fitaUmont repeated by Eelph Fitch in 1587— 
nnd that (here “the merchants gather themselves together with 
their tmdej” but he added that ihe larger ahipa had to stop at 
Busier (Bator in Downib city), and that only mnoU ships could 
CO up to Bitgaon for loading, ns "npwardea the nver is 
diiiUowc and little water.” Even in Wa timo, however, the 
„n-botno trade was slIU forgo, for he found that every year 30 to 
35 ships, both forge ami were loaded in this port “ with 

rice doth of Bombast of ^iverso sorter Ueea, great abundanoo 
of fflgar, miiabolans dried and preserved, loog pepper, oylo of 
zeraeUne, and many other sorts of marchaudise.'"* 

Tho importanoe of Satgion as the port and hoadquarfera of 
Westem Bengal was farther recognfotd by eilendmg its name to 
the SartAr. In the Aia-i-Akbitri this Hirkdi- consisted of 53 
ii.aAal» with a rovenue of 16,734,724 ddms (Es. 4,18,118). Afa&at 
Batir&on itself comprised the city (Araha) and a po^oa of its 
snblirba lying on the west bank of tho river llawMiJ . The gro^r 
part of ibo suburbs, which bad been cut ofi from the remainder 
L the river ohannel shiftiiig and now foy on the east bank, were 
firnod into a teparate »tiMt called Havdi-shshr (now corrupted 

cf. MUm, Jehn Ha^gheiii w LiMchotoo^ 
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into Il^lJ^iihar of tho 24-Fargaii(ta). Taking M throo togolLer, 
the city m.d its aa'buihs were ass^sacd to a total reveime i f 737,230 
ddffis (Efi. 18,430’' 8J* In addition to this, cfiutom duties aud otlipi 
taxes were levied, the port duea {imudarlrdf^) nqd ouslom dufiea 
levied on booths beiog roughly totniled at 1J200,000 

((dm (Es, 30;^000}. 

BAtgilOQ w'115 connected with the cspital by a PadahOhi road, 
which on tho eon«iuest df Orissa was extended to Maudaran, and 
ifi mPdtioBid ficverul timos in the fiirly annals of Akbar. D&ud 
Khan iti his &rat war ogaiost Akbor fled from Tanda to Sd^gaon, 
and ihonce to Orissa. Muhammad Knl! Khdti pursm^d him to 
Sdtgdon, from which he invaded Jcasore. Next Todar UtsX 
followed the game route when maTthlng to Maudamn^ Wbon 
MuDun Khan died, Daud came by this rood from Orison f.nd retook 
Tdnda. Kbin Jahaiii after Diud's defeat and death at Agmahah 
moved to Tdndn and th^^nce to Sdtgdon, where he dtf;ated th^ 
remoant of the Alghdn army and drove them back to Orisaa. 
It was hore+ too, that Ddild^s mother osme to Mm os a aupplianti 
IJdtgdon also appears in tha account of I ho grout military revolt, 
being taken by and retaken from the rebels. 

About 1570, the Portuguese removed their faetories to 
Hooghly, and the latter town rapidly superseded Satgion as a 
tradiog centre, so mneh soj that by tho timo Ralph Fhoh visited 
this difitrict 1 1587)^ and tho Ain was oompilod (piren 1690-&3), 
Qooghiy hod oome to bo rocognizod as the ohiof port of Soui h- 
WestBengid. Sitgaoa, being more and more deserted by mcr- 
ehauts, lost its Bea-bome trade, but ite Inland trade iingored on for 
severaL yesra longer, as wo find the English factors at Patna writ¬ 
ing in 1620 about quilts of Sntgonge,''" plain or wrought with 
yellow mlt, being availablo for purchase in Patna,* 

Whon Hooghly was captured by the forces of the Bengal 
Nawab in 1633, all the pubUo offices, inclu ding the custom- 
house, were removed to that pboo-tho mint at Satgaon had 
slroady ceased to work towards the ond of Akbar^s reign* After 
this, the town rapidly dscliusd and soon fell into rain ; but 
its famo still BurTived in several la^er accounts, written in 
Ignorance of tho aotual facta, p.y., Do Loot 11631), Peter Hey- 
1 b>ti (1653), Admiral Warwick (1667) and Thovenot (1668), 
This error may porhape be explain.^ by the fact that Sitgiou 
wftH soiuctimia confused wiih Hooghly, Marshall TiVroto about 
16 j 6 that great port of the To who ^ Hooghly) was formerly 
called Sgtagaai/^t Accordi ng to the Bevd, J. Xiong “ tho old 

• ^^ihk Fmdotitw im ^Tp. Im’ ^ 

t TSoiMs tfiiii i>Wirr«i lOM, P. 6. p* ler, iwti: 3. 
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Dukh rtflideats At IIocgMj had their cootiliT aeota ot Sutgnnf 
aad were b the habit if lirBlking frcim Chlosara in ihe middle of 
the day to it and rtluniiiig after dlaiK-r , . . The people of 

Sntgan wire famed for wit, and often ooniendi-d fur ihe palm of 
wit with the iiihabitna'a of Mnhniud Shjih iathe neighbourhood.* 

FinflUy, with the rein sf the city, itfl name disappeared from 
tJie roTeaue occcunta of Murehid Kail Kb&n, the name Aisha 
alone being used for the putt'^oiifi and for a small zmaiiid&ri 
belonging to RaghiideT, which after 1741 wus annexed lii the 
Butdwan Bamindori. Sitgion is not shown in any mi.ps suba^i- 
qiumt to 1650 A. D., but la be 18th century and the first half 
tpf the 19fh century, ag.iin oanie into prominence owing to its 
paper manufacture. Considerable quaiitiUes ol poper Wi re ex* 
ported to Hooghjy town and to other disiiiefs of Bengul ; hut thw 
industry declined owing to the introduction of paper maanfaeture 
iu jails, and wus hilled by the uaporl of tho cheaper machine' 
mndo aiiiole, 

Seramporo {Stirdtupur., SrlrSm^s town),—HoadqusrteiB of 
I be Eubdiriai on of i he siun e uoms sit aated in 3ti^ 45 If. end 
8S° 21' E. It 111 s on the right bank of the Hooghly river, mid¬ 
way hot Ween Lho towns of Hooghly and Howrah (IS miles from 
eBch\ The branch Grand Trank Road oonncctfi it wii h Howrah, 
and I he Hooghly river with that town and Ooleutla. Heavy 
goods are conveyed to and from the metropolis in big bouts or 
bnrgea towid by ateam launchea, and passengers b p&fttit (small 
barges) or the Kalni steamers of tho Calcutta Steam Xavigatum 
Company. The town is slao well Mived by mil. The East 
Indian Riiilwsy touches it and its aubuiba at four stations, 
Konnsgor, Riahr*, Sorampore and Sheorfiphuli; Seramj ore is a 
BiatiOB at which oil trains stop except the Bombay and Punjab 
mails. It can also be reached by the Essteni Ifengnl Stole 
Railway {on the other side of the Hooghly', on which there ere 
three stations (Khaidah, Titagorh and Bsmekpore) at diatanoee 
of half a milo to a mile ond half from the river. There are 
public ferries at six plaow, vi*,, (1) from Chatra to Barrackpore, 
(2) Sorampore to Barrackpore. (3) BslLilhpur to Titigarh, (4) 
Msheshto Titagorh, {5) Rishra to Khaidoh, and (6) Konnagar 
to PiniKili. 

Tlift umnicipiJity, which was constitute lo 1865, ia diYidod 
into font wards* via.y proceeding £i:t)m noith to soiithp (I) (Jhjitrii 
(II) Seramporo, (HI) Mahesh and Rishri, and (IV) Konnspr. 
It has nearly doubled its population within 30 yeors, the numbers 
being 24,440 in 1872, 44,451 in 1901 and 49,694 in lOU. This 
increaBo is largely due to the influx of immigrants, chiefly males. 
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Tli& li 43 fg^e aUToler of mill a aod olher Itidofiinfll conoerms,. tho 
Aoarcitj of local labour^ and facilitiaa of conirniinioAtLou bflTo 
attracted iouEugiaDts frota up-oountrj on a cooaidorablc fioalo, 
with the result that parts of tbo town h&To b^ ^!OIlle overerowded. 
Malarial f^^ver la cademic^ nnd cholera broakfl out at 
A supply of good diinking water for the aod the area 

forlheat away from (bt liTer^ uud an improTod isyatem of dramago 
are at proaout the crying naoda of the town, A wntcr-^wotha 
Behemc baa been sancticned and aomc progress has been made 
with a drainage ficbomo, The iraeta worst drained are Ward 
No. Ill and those parts lying west of the Grand Trunk ilond^ 
whore the drainage ia ohstmoted by the East Indian Railway 
line. 

Cbati& and Nabagram in the nortbenimoat ward are more or 
loa^ aabnrba of Serampore proper. This ward lies, for tbe most 
pari, between a road running along or near ibe riYor honk and 
the branoh Grand Trunk Road, which meeta the Grand Trunk 
Road at Ghircti, Ch&trS is a fairly old TUlagCi being shown as 
Chatterab in Rennell's AtLaa, plate XIX (1781)- It is 
inhabited by many Bflrendra BrahmanS} and has a number of 
small shops on the liTOr lOu/L 

Senib-enat of CbAtxi^ fram which it is sepacatid by a large 
khdi or creek, is Serampore^ the nicwt important ward of the mTim-- 
oipality. It is diyiaible into thr^o seotionp,, the northern, central 
and Bontbem. The northern section is largely inhabited by 
Bdrendra Brahmans and contains the rosidenoefl of tbo Birondra 
Go?&in family* It is separated from the oentnd section by nnotbor 
khdl, whieb folk into the liTer and is creesed by a small bridgC- 
Tho oenfral section, wfaioh is tbo longoet, the most thickly po¬ 
pulated and the most importantj contains the publio offices* 
The old house of the Dankh Goyomor with ite hxge compound 
is utilized for the aubdiyiaional criminal oourta and reyonue offices* 
The building is two-storeyed, the upper sEoroy serving os an inspeo- 
tion hungalow. Oppodto the cour^ is the residenoe of tho Sub- 
diybioiud Officer, a two-fitoreyed house of modom date, and to 
the left oE thie are tbo Ciyil Conris. Sorvorfd other buildings 
are dustorod together in the neighbourhood of IbeGiiminaLOoiirtB, 
VWEI the old Danish Church, the Roman Catbolio Obnreh, the aub- 
iiogistiy office and tbe pewt ofBoe. A littlo diatanee oflE is the 
aub*}ail (formerly the Danish court-house and jail} with tbo date 
1655 over the entrance gato. Near tho railway station is the 
hlunon oemeteiry containing the tombs of Carey, Marsbinan and 
Ward ^ opd near the courts is the Danish cemetery* The 
Strand Hoad juna along the river bank for about a mBo* Most 
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the hig henfleB in the town iTo along tHa road, part of wHoh 

weU-eluided with troes- ^ 

Sorampore is one of the moat mtotesting towns in Bengal, 
becanao its birtoiy ia that of the attempt of the Danes to found a 
oolonial empiie, and later of English tdssionaries to establinh 
the Chiiatian religion in Bongul. The history of the Danes haa 
already been given in Chapter III, and it will ho sttffioieot to 
Htele hero that when Serampote tFrederkisoagore) wascededtotho 
English by the treaty of 1845, ihe town had the following publio 
baildinga, (1) the GoTennnent House, 12) the Seoretary’s house 
and (3| tto couit-hoase with the jail annexed, (4) the 

Ghoreh, (6) the bsear with godowns and (6) two small briok-biult 
gunrd-housea on the river bank. The town was GO biyhAi in 
ateiv; and atteohed to it were the ««A0/. of Se^pore, Atua 
ftfld Piflriipiir, for ’w'bich the Dar.ea paid to the mmlud^ ot 
S heoifiphuli un aiinual rent of stcojHe. 1,601/ Thiaeslateis 
now known sa the Piaripur estete of the Berampore KAdt 


As regards the Berampore miaaonaries, Carey. Marshman, 
Ward and their fellow-workore and suocf ssors, it will perhaps be 
snffirtent to refer the reader to ihe account given in Chapter V 
and to quote the words of Mr- J. 0- Marshman—» A feeUng 
of solemnity pervedes the mind in contemplating the e^ 
where the first Missionary press was establi^ed ; the first version 
of the SoriptuTBS in the languages of this Presidenoy, ^d the 
fii^traot in the language of Bengal, was 

Teraomilar school opened; the first converted Hindu baptise^ 
and tho fiiat eteam flugioe eyet seen ici India up^ in ota^ to 
manufacture paper for the priatmg of the s^ ^npture. 

Their remains now repoea in the same halloed ground 
iothe Missioii wmetny at Ssrampore, together with thoae of 
their highly gifted and sffcotionate amomste, Mr. J" 

The following ia a brief account of the pninapal buildings, 

beginning wilb the three Christian ehu^fa^ The oldest is the 

uSian CathoUc Cbtiroh, which was built m 1776 with the help of 
MinliibutioDa given by the rich Baretto family of Calcutta. It 
replaced adiaFl 0^^*^ 1764 ), which wss found too email the 

congregation nud wns therefore pulled do^. The Preteetant 
chureh. which has a lofty steeple sumouoted hy a glohe and cross, 
wca formerly the Danish duireh dcdicat^to SL Olaf. The gat^ 
viybam tfi e mmnignm lit FniJanok TI <il DMJurfc; ml tim 

; »»<». V* 
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ftitAT or commuoion table U at ibe wed: endp It iraa built by 
publio BubarriptioDs obtained ibioiigh thei exeftiona of Colonel Bio^ 
and was coiTiploted in IBOS at an erpenBo of lie* Of this 

Bum, Ra 1^000 was oontiibated by the Marquis of Wellealey^ 
who la aaid to hsve remaTked at the time that notbing was 
wjinting to the Barraekpore Park but the diatant view of a sloeple. 
Mr. Maishman writing in 1845 statedt—“No H^rrioe baa evor 
boon performed in it. by a Daniah clergymnn in ooneequenCB 
of the eapttiro of the town by the Engliah booh after lEa erection, 
and the amaU body of Dacea resident in it sobaequently 1o the 
reatoration of the town. The Borrfoo baa been gratuitoaoly 
condoeted by tbo Sersmpore MiagionBries^ and thoiT coUeague 
Mr. Moi’kp during ibo long period of lhir*yv&evsn years. The 
only properly bf-lougiug to the Church coaaifiEe of a pair of large 
fiilver candleelicks pri^eenled in 1803 by Mm. Schow.”* The 
third church ie the Misdou Chapel, purchased by Br. Car&y and 
hia colleagues in 1800, in which they and Hr- Mock preached for 
45 years^ 

One of the most inter Bating memoriBls of theao Mifiaionariea is 
Iho College, which they founded in 1818. The building boa 
been described as follows by Mr, J, C Harabman, c s.r^ a son of 
Dr^ Mor^hmaji:—The ooutro building intended for the public 
Eooma was 130 feet in Idngth and 120 in depth. The hall on the 
ground floor, supported on arches, and terminated at tbo south 
by a bow, was 95 feet in length, 66 in breadth, acd 20 in height. 
It was originally intended for the Ubrary, but is now oooupied 
by the classefl. The ball aboTe, of the same diiueiiaions and 

26 feet in height, waa supported by two rowa of lorno columns; 
it was intended for the annual examinatioir^ Of the twelve 
side rooms above and beJow, eight were of apaeious dimensions, 

27 feet by 3S. The portico^ wliich fronted th^ river, wa-^ 
oompooed of four columns, more than 4 feot in diameter at tho 
b&se. The stamjase room was 90 feet in lopgth, 27 in width 
and 47 in height, with two staircases of cast-iron, of Isi^e size 
and elegant form, prepsred at Birmingham. The spncuoiiA 
grounds were Burronuded with an iron railing, and the front 
entrance was adorned with a noble gate likewise oast at 
Birnuugham." The College contains ihe library and fioveral 
relics of the Seiampore mifflionaries, such as the pulpit from 
which they preached, th^ir chaijBp Carey^s erutcheSf iransEa- 
tioDS from the Bible and the rojsl charter of the College 
granted by the King of Denmark in 1827. One plctura in ihk 

• Nolfi on iht llodghij. VaiciUta Vol. IV, p. CW. 







3 ]» 


bTuldIi:g WHfl long btlieTed to In? n porliait of Mndiimc Grand 
(Inter riinmaa Talleyrand) hy Zoffany, but it is really a 
pietuio of Princetfl Augusta, sister of ProJeriek V of Deuninrt, 
Adjoining the college is iho bouEe in wbich Dr. Carey lived for 
many years and died. 

Xot far off, in the promisee of the Howrah waterworks, nra 
two huildingi known aa “Ahleect House and thi Tugodo. 

The former, which is now used as a remdencfl by ihe 
on^aeera attached to ihe waterworks, was once the property 
■od favounte retreat of the Revd. David Brown, sa related in 
Chapter T; it has been auggfeted that Iho bouse wss built by 
some Mulianmmdans during the period of Mughal role and that 
it was naed for the purpOMS of religion (Dta). The latter wna 
formerly a temple of RadhAballnbh, which wos purehaaed by 
Mr. Brown after it bad been ebindoned and (ha imago 
removed owing to the encroachment of the river. “ lu tliia 
cool old Pagoda Henry Martyn, on one of bk esrUeat viaila 
to “Aldeen” efter his arrival as a, ehaploin in 1806, found an 
appropriate leeidence. Under the vaulUd roof of the shrine a 
place of prayer and praise woa fitted up with an or^n, so tb>it, 

03 ha wrote, ' the place where once devils were worshippwl has now 
become o Christian oratoiy.’ , . As years wient by, the temple 
thus aa ^ Christian oratory became degraded in other 

hands. The brand “Pagoda Distillery ” for a time cnmo to bo 
known os marking the rum manufactured there. Tbo lisita of 
so many Christian pilgrims 1o tbo spot, and above all the desire 
expreased by Lord Lawrence when Governor-Go e era 1 to visit 
it led the wealthy Hindu family who own the Pagoda to 
fakve U at last as a mmpla ruin.”* It has lately been leetored 
by Government and a mamoriol tablet placed on it. 

Near the railway stalion k the Misaiou Cemetery oontaiuiDg 
the graves of Carey and hk family, the vsult of the Marabmnna 
and the graves of TVard and Mack, Mho beloved associate.' 

“No burying ground in India is coaflecrated with four such 
lomba." The Danish cemetery coatains tombs dating hack to 
1781, among which may be mentioned ihoee of Colonel Krefting, 
the Danish Chief and Director, who died in 1838 after 44 years’ 
aerviee in India, of Hohlenbergh, another Danish Goveraor 
(1833), and of General Msinwaring, author of a dictionary of the 
Lepclia language, who died at Serampore In 1893. 

Near the Howrah waterworks the river makes a bend towanls tuiisbh. 
the south-west, and faringe Ball ibhpur into view. Thk quarter of pa'* 


■ Cl* Csl-W., Ltyr. ctf Wiitlum , 
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Serampors ifl Bemi-tir^n in ckftw^ter and la known ckiefly for ita 
temple of RAdh^ballath and Rath-J&ttA. Tho following legend 
ifl told about the origin of tbo idol and tt-mple. About 
eight gonmtionfi ngo. Eudm Pandit, who waa related to a fnmily 
of distine^ioo at ChlTr 4 , a mile to the wf^ of Seriimpore, foreook 
the family mansion and retired to BiJlabhpnr^ which w'aa then a 
foroa^ whf^re ho began a mnm of rtdigiouB anateritioa The gods 
are nsver indifferent to ntieh acts o£ deTot4dnc60,iiDd EMhib^labh 
himatlf m aaid to haTe appeared to him 1 q the form of a religiona 
mendirant, an*! giTeo him ioaimotiona to proceed to Oanr* tho 
o ipital of Bengal and obtain n dab or atone wHck edorn^ the 
doorwny of the Viat-roy'a private room, and oonaimot an imnge 
out of it. He proceeded to that city and found th^t the Prime 
UiniBier and f avourile of the Tieeroy waa a devoled liindii. To 
him he announced the revelation ho had received, and was iBstired 
that no effort ahonld be apftrod to obey the commindfi of tha God. 

“ Soon alterp the atone began to eiuit drops of water and, by 

ft Bingfllor coinddence, the Vioerey hini^U happened to paaa by 

at tho Umo. The miniater pointed out the oLroiimsUnce, and 
awortod that the dropa thus diatilled were the leers of tho stone, 
and that no time should be lost in deliveritjg the palace frtm so 
inanspicioua an onieHj by the removal of this object. PormiBsioii 
was immediately given to this offcoti end Iludiu was bleesed 
with the gratification of his wishea- But he wefi greatly per¬ 
plexed about themcanfi of removing this treasure, when the Qod 
again appeared, and directed him to lelum forthwith to BaUabh- 
pur, and there await in paiicnea the arrival of the stooe^ Soon 
after he had reached his villaga, it wjs miraeobufily conveyed 
to the river sde, and floated down the fitreftm of its own uccozd 
to the landing Btoirs nt BnlUbhpni, where ihe devotee was Id tha 
habit of bathing. 

^‘Eudru set to work immediately on the atone, and by the 
aid of the sculptor obtained an image, which ie celebrated for ila 
beauty. The mysterions origin of tho imoge soon attracted 
woTsbippeiSi and the proprietor was enabled, from their gifU, to 
oonatmot tib temple. In process of time, the encroaohmenta of 
the river brought the temple within 300 foot of tho idge of the 
water, mud It became ueceasary to aoek some other abode for tho 
God, because no BrAhimn ia allowed to reoeivo a piofe&aonal gift 
or mesi within that distance of the aacred sArfiam^ The forsaken 
temple was Bubeequently purebased by ihe Beverend David Brown, 
and the image was removed to another spot* a quarter of a mile 
inland, where a tomple was built at too expense of tho wealthy 
family of toe Malliks of Calcutta. 
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“The fpl«idotti oi RadhabftllaWB estahliahm^i w* Iiow#t 0 t, 
of more racent origin than tlis cel«'brity of the inwg*'. Raja 
NulitikiBsen of Calcutta, (ho Matifihi of Cliw, and tU-} fifat natiTe 
who foae to wealth and diatinetiou after thn bii(h of fh‘t Btiliah 
empire in India, took a great fancy to tbia god. men ho was 
oaUed to perform the faaoral obaeqnje* of has mother, he employ*^ 
the great Lnflnenoe he enjoyed in the oonatry, to couToy to tns 
owiL reeidonce in the metropolifi the three imngoB to which 
Agradwip, Chsidah and Ballabhpur owe their diatinotion. They 
were cairied down to the river on a stage, on the ahonldens of 
Brahmans^ for it would be an act of sacrilege for any but the 
twice bom to touch an image inhabited by the spirit of theUoda 
and were conveyed from the gh4t in Calcutta to the Baja e 
resideiieo on the same sacerdotal shonldere, Jjf 

diamiwed two of the images, but retained that of mdhAballabh 
for a twelvemonth, and eihibited a strong indmpoailion to part 
with it. Ho offered large sums of money to the pncsta—accoiding 
to popular report, to the extent of Es. 10.000 or Rs. 12,000—for 
pennSsion to keep it; but they refnaed to part with the heirh^ 
of thtir family. They importuned him lor its restom^on time 
after time, but without snooefiiL An appeal to the courts of law 
would at ones have seoured ite return, but such a piooeeihng 
would have reflected dishononi eu them ihreugheut the ceimtey. 
At length, thov threatened the Ruj4 ftud bis fomdy mth a 
more Wol calamity timn a law suit in the Supreme Court,— 
with the curse of the Brftbmana, These luruacee are said to have 
readied the R4ji*8 wife, who besought hm to send away 
an imago whidi waa likely to prove so manspMniiua to the family, 
and^ was persuaded to relin^ioiBh it. At the eauio tune, he 
gave the most subefantisl proofa of hie geuer«dy to its 
propiietore by endowing them with the villa^ el Ballabh^r, 
ihioh iflsnppeaod to yield them au auunol m«me of about 
800 a yeaT The patronage of so distinguished a chareoier 
as Raja Nubukiasen tended greatly to inoie^ the populartiy 
ot the shrine, and itjs now one of the most wealthy m this 

of,Jag(mnath, whfah is ‘‘J 

Mahesh, a milo eonth, used to be hr^ht 
iShihUabh nt Ballabbpar daring the fe^val; but 
S disputes between tbe priests ef the two temples, another 
^mncpB of Jaeannith was up at Balkbhpni. 

BrthMiB, Witt 

UidrlKad, tU TtoBB or iniOTet "" Tlla 

-’ » Vot IT,^ 4^-4, 
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la^r fLT 0 a quiet hard wort mg duse^ wh.(^ fine oloths, inown 
a9 Faii^danga dotha, atill bold their own in the martota of 
Oidcutta and Howmb ; thej me an improv-ed loom known aa tbo 
S&rampOTO loom. A Oovorament mBtitution for the training of 
wofivGra Iiaa reomfljr been oeUblbhed hero. During the period of 
British mle two families of this locality have oomo to the fronts 
viz,, the Doys and ibe Goeaina. The Deya belong lo the Ttli eahie, 
originally o qasta of oilmen, but now mostly of Iradersi They 
obUintd thi ir wealth chiefly by e^tabliabiDg a private sub-mono¬ 
poly cl salt in the days when the gonenil monopoly wai held by 
the Eftfit India Company^ and then acqidred biudcd property by 
taking up mortgages and by ptm^base. Their diapnta with 
the Shtjoriphuli Raj about the bathing of Jogannilh at Mahidi 
during the SuAa-j&tra lias bean abfady deooribed in the aeocmat; 
of Biitdyab&ti in the article on Sheoraphnli^ 

The Ghoaaiua or Gosw^mis, the lea^ng family in the town, trace 
back their descent to Dhoradhlr, son of Ch&Ddor, who woa one of 
the five Briiimmis said to have been, brought by the king Adisur 
from Ksnauj. The original seat of the family waa at Pfituli, 
an old plaeo on the right bank of th-? river Bhagirathl above 
Katwa in the BurdwAn dishietp which was also (he original home 
of the founders of the Bfinsberi4 and Sheoraphuli Raj. 
L akfthm nn Chokravsrtl married into Ibe Goeain family of Sautipur 
in Nodil, su inlluen(ial family descended from the great scholar 
Adwaita, the colleague of ChaitaDya. Lakshman'e eon Bam* 
govinda suocoeded to tho zamindsri and other properties of hie 
maternal aucle snd assumed hia title of QceAin. Il is said that 
one dny^ his boat having upset, he had to swim ashore to Seram- 
pore aud, attracted by (he plooe, settled here peraianently. Not 
improbably ho was ako attracted by the foot that the younger 
branch of the Patoli zamiud&ra resided at Sheoraphuli- He got 
g^te of lands from the Sheoraphuli Rij, and the Ekjk o£ 
Bishnupur appointed him of threo idolfl* Radhamohau^ 

lUdh^S and GopSl, which ho had endowed tvith rent-free lauds- 
those idols oro now the family idols of the Goe&ius. Riuigpvinda 
was thus the founder of the Serampore family* 

B&mgovinda'a youngest sou, Horinarayan. bcoame Buedn of 
Customs Under the Daoish East India Company. At that lime 
tl7f3-83) the trade of Serampore was at its zenith, and Ilnri- 
naiftyan amaesEd a large fortune. His younger son RaghurS.ni 
was**banian” to the great firm of Mr. John Palmer, styled 
* the Prince of Merohants, * The firm failed in 1832, involving 
many pt*raona in min, hut it is said that Palmer gave a limply 
hint to Ragburam, who was thus able to realise his seonrilioB.. 
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linghtirfrm ftbso tmded luigt'ly oa hiB own ftcconnt, bolh b«loro 
ami afler tto failuntt of Palmor nad Co., and was a biiga 
fihaioboldi-r in tho Vulon Bank, an Indiati bank s^artod by fho 
lata Dw&rkan4th Tagore. Thu bank also foiled, but iM-foro it 
sospeDded puynient Ragburam bad told bja sliarts. lie tbua bived 
Kimanlf fiom iho misfortuno wbieb befell Dw&rkaaMb Tagore, 
Cbbitu. and L&1& Bftbus, and other prominent persons of Calotitta. 
Raglinram purchased exteusive zamirdaris and acquired sneb 
weBlib, that wbeo the DanUU Klog offered to soil Seramporo to 
the English in ho offered to bny it for twelve lakhs of 

mpoea; bnc this was not allowed by the EogUsh QoTeiDmoot. 
Ho dl^ a niilliouaire, and was the real nrohiteot of the pieaent 
fortunes of tho Goaain fmmly. 

Baghurani’a two surviving eons, Gangi Praaid and Gopj 
Kiisiina, inherited tha property. Gopi Kriabnn was b pious and 
orthodox IGodu, who travelled much on pilgriniage, and rndowed 
tho fcmily gods with lands yielding a net income of Ra. 14,000. 
This ninount ifi still spent on tho worship of the gods and 
on cbaritflt'le purpoBcs. Gangs Pissiid bai one eon, Hem Chandra, 
who died in 1907, leaving four daughteis, who inherited Iub 
largo property uadtr a will. Gopl Kiyinii Imd five sotte, of 
whom thne are now living, Kisori L^, Bajendru LU and 
n&dhika Lftl. The UonHelo Rai Kisori Lai Ooswami Bahfidnr is 
the head of this youtigef branch. Ho is a Vakil of the High 
Court, was CJlisinuan of the Serompore ITanioipality, and is 
now (1911) a member of iho Ereeudvo Council of BvaguL 
During hia tinio the landed property has been ooosidorably 
dovoloprd, eepcdally the xsmimUn &t Ksnkinsrn in the 24< 
Pargunss, by the opening of jute mills.* 

South of Ballabhpur along tho river bank is Miheah, and still 
further south isHisbra. Mabesbia famous for its temple of Jogau- 
nath, and for tho anoual festivals of fluia-jitra (bathing fcativalj, 
Ralh-jitra (car festival} and UltA-ruth (the rLtum feativsl), which 
attract immense crowds to the town: ia fact, the Bath-jitii of 
Mahrsh is largest festival of its kiud in India outside Pari. 
The follo'iring legend is lold about this shriue. An ascelic of 
Mahesh named Dhmbananda Brobmaeh&ri went on a pilgrimngs 
to Puri, wher.; the god Jagannkth name to him in a dream, bid¬ 
ding him return to Mabesb, wbero he promised to appear to Mm. 
After his return Dhmbauandn found sn imago of JagonnSth 
partly hidden in sand on the bank of the Ganges. A few 


• Mott of llnr f**t» skofB s‘»«“ "» krdJlj nip^iticd bjf tht 
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dajB lie found tho iimges of 6iibhadr& and Biiliidoh la the 
eamo plaoe^ and baviijg aet lh^ up bj the ddo of tlio mago of 
J^gania&th;, mad^ OTtr ih^i ttree imagoa to hm diAcipla Kamiilakar 
Piplai, Soiuoyt-ars afteiwarde ft Niiwib of Moraliidabad, bavitig 
beoD given shelter duii eg n a^oim by iho teUrdil* of ihe ehtidej^ gnve 
them a piece of ieveniLo-:&eo laud in Mib^ah and Iho title of 
Adliiiari. The M^eah u mple rapidly grow In impoiiance. A 
Wi^althjMadakdedioah dihe Bret ear^ aiida mmiud^of Slu^rfrphali 
gave ih^ Adhitirifl tht? village of Jaganniithpitr} a a land. 

Aiiolhei Ifgend saya that the god Jagaiiii4th slopped aud 
bathed at Maheoh ou hie way to Pitrij where ho dineA Honoe 
tht# pl'ico bec&iu^* Bacrod;^ and all the Purl oeremonicft wiia intro 
du«^. Tho prtAent temple wefi biult.by the Calonita Mallitfl, 
while the Out waa the gift of the Boaaa. About 1835 tho old oat 
wee found to be uiiBafe on ftoooont of decay and the tavagea of 
white antfit and it ws a the tefore replaced by t ho pre^ol iron e^r. 
During iho Rath-jatri ftadval the a^iftrty of the veiiole ia fiiat 
certified by the District Engineer, and a ooidon is formed, by 
meaiis of a rope held up by oouatablefl, to prevent iho ofowd 
getting too nfar. The image is nest plneod on rha carj and 
umifi much rejoicing and shouting the cur la drawn by haiaisera 
to ihe God’s gaiden-houao in the north of M^hesh. After eight 
tUya, on the UUa-rath day^ the oar with the imege is drawn back 
to itfi old place, whenea the image ia carried to the Lemple. 

M^icsh ia an old place mentioned in tbo poem of Bipm Dm 
il495 A, D-) and in the poem on the Legtiud of Satyanarayan 
(ISth century). The wotship of JagarniEh may he Bsaumt-d lo be 
Mvend centuries old, and not improbably began when thia part of 
the counlry was under the Oiiya kiuga, 

BSibii. RiEhia ia a ibrivieg quarltr with two large jute millB 
OVtUiugion and Hastingsj, which are connected with the Biahia 
elation by a siding. The majority of the miE-haada live on the 
other aide of the Trunk Bond in a ba$ti situated on A'Adi Mah^t 
laiwL They get their drinking water from hydrenis auppUtd 
with filtered water by the mills, and a large private market 
fiapplies them wilh proviBiona, 

Biehra appears to be m old sa M&heah, being mentioned in the 
poem of Bipia (i495A*D*}, bnt first roae to importance during 
the early daya of Britiah. rule. On the sontb bank of the Oh&mp& 
KMI, u creek that separated thifi place from Mhheehi stood 
Bialir& House, where Warren Haatinga and hm wife uaed to oomo 
and slay. It was eamonndod by a brick-wall^ the weatem 
portion of which was lined wilb a row of mango tieea eaid to have 
beta planted by Mrs. Hastlnge. When Hastinge retired, he sold 
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the house ond adjoioing lend (136 rcwiving twice as 

much as he had paid for it. Jt now foms put of ihe buildings 
of the Uastliigs Mill; and the origiuid deed, beariug the dgoattire 
of the gwal Pro Cousul, is id the poeseesioD of the miU proprietois. 

South of Sifihra is the eastern wiaid, XoDUagnr. It is istiiei ifaELiiii^r. 
spars'-dy inhabited, but has developed of recent years, chiefly 
owiog to the eidstenoe of the ohemloal works of Meeeis. 

WaJdiu and Co., and the efforts of the lute B^bu Trailakys Nftth 
Mittra. The latter wab a Vafcil of the CaloDtta lligh Couit 
and Chairman of tho Seramporo Muoicipalify, who improved 
Xontisgar considerably and left a large fortune. Kotmagar 
id menlioncd in the poutn of Bipra DSs (1495), bat first 
roaa to iiupoitwiioe with ih'C growth of European trade. In 1S45 
it was desciihed aa a populoas and woiiltby village, the residenee 
of many natives who hiid ornaseed or were autsssiDg wealth in 
Caloutta. In font, lit' Serampom nud Bishri, It formed n 
snbnrban retreat for the well-to do people of the metropolis. 

Now, however, tho place has lost iU reputation for heslihiness. 

^rampore Subdivision.—A snbdivistou lying in the aouth- 
gi tho diatrioT between 23“ 4U' and 23‘' 56' X. and 87" 

59' and 88“ 22' E. with au area of 343 square milds. It is 
bounded by the rivers Hoogbly and Dimodsr and interseotod by 
many atieamB and khAit with long ewamps lying bota'cen the 
mart) alreams. The country is low and rather flnt, but lisee 
gradually towards the Bkmodar river, and the stnaim drain the 
Goutdry from north aud north-west to south and south-east. 

Though tho slope is more pronounced than in the Sidnr subtUvi- 
mou, stiff the strouma mostly beoome silted up after the rains, 
leaving numerous pools of stsguaut water in their beds. The 
subdir-ision consequently becomes water-logged, and towards 
the end of the rains malarious. Thins Krishounagar is (he worst 
in this respeot, and then thana Hiiripil, or roughly the somh- 
westem portion of the eubdivisioD; in Erishnaasgu tbina the 
population decreased from 69,280 in 1872 to 57,694 in 1901. On 
the other bond, tlio lands are fertile, eepeciaUy ihoee enriched by 
ffllt deposits from the Hooghly and its branch, the dare swath 
The chief crops are paddy, potatoes jute, vegetabbe and fruits, 
sagarcaiie and oilsi'cdB. The moauf^tuie of cotton cloths has 
survived at Ser^mpore and Haripal, aud the dyeii g of silk band- 
keichiefs at Strampore. l^nrge qaantitiijs of bricks and tilee are 
manufactured along (he bmks of the nooghly, and pottery 
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st liliadrt'flHfar. Tlie jute aod cotton mlUai in Serampow, 
JthodreGwar nnd Bsidj'^bati liaTo aboady been, referred to. Tbo 
populition of the subdivlaiop wsa 413*17^ in 1001, reprosonting 
1,30(5 pfiBone tc tlie pqnare itilo, 

Sheoriphnli.—See Baidyabali. 

Singnr.*—A tillage in Ihe Semnipore subdiTision and tho 
hendquiirleta of ii police stnilou. It h couDevtod vith. Baidyobili 
by B Diflliict Board road, blit is more easily accesBible by tbe 
Tamieswnr branob of the Eset ImUan Itailway, a station being 
located here. It has a sub^registry office, a. post office, a High 
F i nglinb aebool, nud a tol tosching tmriti or law. 'J'he Lead- 
qiiarLeis of the tb&nn wus (ran aferred from Baidyabili to SiDgm 
in 1378. It was notorious in the eerly days of Brilish rule for 
dacoitics and robberies, 

Sitapur.—A Tillage in thiiia KrishnaDogar of the Semnipore 
Biil>iiviBion, It is connected with Anlpur by s Distriet Board 
road, but can be it-sohed more easily by the Chtopldangi 
eitensioD of the Howmb-Amta Light Bail way. It ia one of 
the OButrea of the Kuaalmiii iiopulution in the distiiel, and 
oontaiiia a madrma which is flupporied by a UoTc rnment grant. 
This grant owee its origin to an asagnmeut of Its 4-8 a dsy made 
in 1773 by Governor Cartier, ’shich wus iocreased to Ea. 5 by 
Warren lisatings ia 1781/ The Miitatcdli dra»a at present 
Es. 153-13-5 a month, throe-founhe of which is appropriated to 
the tiitrtirata and one-fourth to the mosque. He is said to be a 
liuenl descendant of Maulana Makhdum Ismail Bagdadi, who 
came to India in the ndgn of Akbor, and whose eldest son 
Makhdum Sih Abdullah Abdul is said to have eetthd at Sit&pur 
on the left back of the K&iiA D^modar. ITis second brother 
settled at rhnrjAnri and the youngest brothei at Miduapore. 

Syambastar.—A village in thftna Goghit on the ex(rome 
western border of the Arimbfigh sabdivUion, close 1o the boundary 
of the B&vknra district. It Is one mUe east of Badanganj outpoot 
and Is reached by a loop road begin oing from and ending in the 
Old Nagpur road. The villuge contains a mud-walled thatched 
bangolow of the District Board, and a sub-n^giitry office. Ficin 
1877 to 1835 it wua the head-qasrters of a Municipal Union, It is 
the tfeutre of the tusser-spinniog and tufiBcr-weavipg iDdusiries, the 
fubricft being sU esported either to the Adf* of Bamjibanpur or 
Himkristapur or bought by dealers from Orissa and up-country. 
Bomo trade is also carried on in ebony arrides. 

Tarakeawjw —An important village in thAna Iloripal of the 
Serampore^ subdivision, riiuatcd ia 23“ 53^ N, and 88“ a' E. It 
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U ooDnected mlh Buidya’bftti by a Biatriot Bmrd road 21 milea 
long, of wbicb 10 milea are metalled; bat it cao Ijo Touched 
earily foom Calcutta by tbe Tflrateawar; branch line of (lie East 
lodiaii ilailwftj atarJing from the SheorAphuli statioii and f^em 
ttp^oomitry by the Bengal ProvinciHl Bail way starting from the 
Megra atation. Tarokeawai k, in fact, the textninaa of the two 
lines. It contains a police crtitpoat, a Distriot Board bungalow, a 
small diepecBary msintainid by ihe Mahaat of the temple, and 
two^o^F, whioh rooBiTe aid from the Mahant and axe (hemforesome- 
timcf! called hi eh ant MohiiTe] 

The chief object of intereat is the ahiine of the linga of thegod 
Siva called Tarakeswax, which is about 600 yards from the railway 
ststioiL This abxino condsts of tw'o parte, the sanctum and the 
Terandoh or porch in front of it. The aanotmii is plain inside, 
vilh the linga in the middlo. Its outside is nsired like a 
Bengali hut and has a duplicate with three spires over it. Tho 
porch is fonr-Bided, with three srehed cusped openinga, and the 
floor has u marble parement ; it is about 26 feet s^juare and 30 feet 
high, with a rtuling over the root, Paning this porch Is a largo 
open hall w ith a roof supported by pillars and a floor paved with 
marble^ The temple is so much aurtounded by houses on all 
fddes that no good view of it can he obtained from outdde. The 
Mahaut lives iu a housn lo the east^ and to the north of the 
temple m a faix-eir^d knk much used by pilgrims. Cloee by 
is a large bs^aTp which ia paved with flagstones; and naax the 
bazar ta a fine tsnk^ 

Filgrimfl come to the ahrine throughout tbe year and on all 
the days of the week, hut Monday is the favourite day, as it ia 
considered tho day moat auspidous to Siva. Sevexal religiena 
festivals ore held periodically, the Isigoat crowds aaGemhlingon the 
&Iva-ritri and Gharsh Bankr&nti days, The Siva-rAlri (the night 
of Siva) is held on the night of the fourteenth fit hi of the dark 
fortnight in the month of Philgun |,Ffibruaiy-Msrch), At tHs 
time a fair takes place which lasts for three days, and on the night 
itself 20,000 pisouB gather at Ihe shrine. Gharak SaekrAnti, or 
the last day of Chaitra, Lakes place at present on 13ih April, whieh 
is ako the last day of the Bengali year ; on this eccaaion men 
swing from high poha. Throughout tha month of Chaitta Kudras 
fast during the day-time, taking their meole only after Bunaet, 
OB hr the Bamaftan foat of the Muhammadans. On (he Chorak 
Sankritnii day they a^mhle at Tirateswar, deposit their 
orange-coloured strips of cloth before tho god and 

ofier pxayew to him, faetiBg both day and nlg^t^ LomUy^ 
thia fcetivol is the most important, some 16,600 to 26,600 poiaoca 
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^siting (he (emple during it. The held in onnneelioa with 
the featiTal leata five to irii; dajs. 

The Tillage is not old nor la the Bhritte. The place ia not 

{me-si),hntepppe»in lh« Snirey 
maps of 1830^ oa Tanaantt. Regarding its ojngin, Ibe foUowlng 
oimotulegends (old. Eaji Vishnu lIJs, a Kahetfiya by caiite. 
liTed at Mohaba Garhnlingar in Oadh, early in Ihe righteenih 
Mntury, Rather than remain inider (he rule of ihe MnaiiWn 
Isa^he of Oad^ the Rfijfl emigrated to Bengal, and toot ap hia 
a^e at the T^e of Ramnagar ai Balagarh, near Haripfil, 

ahont Itto mdea from There Taiateswar HOT etanda. With him 

Mine m foUowen, of his on, caste, and 1€0 Brthmana from 
fUwuj. The mhahitants of the neighhonrhood aiupeoted them 

i l”? t™; , NawAh of Bengal at 

MnisbdAh^ that a largo gang of moraudeis, in complete oimottr 
and Tith B^ngo bee^ and mouBtaohes, had come and settled’ 
llaripaL The NoTib haring sent for them, the BAjA present¬ 
ed hunaelf, and arid that they wore harmleea folk who only 
wanted s^o Land whereon to eetUo. IVadition stales that, (o 
prove hta innocence, Raja Yiahnn DAs went through the ordeal by 
fire, boldly in his hand a red-hot iron bar, without sustaining 
injury. The Kawib ’Wag con^ced of his hon^ty and gjive him 
a grant of SOO UgUi of land (equal to 1,500 at the preBent 

day) eight iniks from Tfirakeswpr. 


YishnuDAs had a brother, who became a reUgious meu- 
dioant and wandered about the neighbourhood as a devotee 
While linog in the jungle near Tarskeswar, then known as Jot 
oavaram, he noticed that many cows entered the jungle with ud¬ 
ders full of milk, and returned with them empty. Yoramal 
Bingh, as the devotee was caUtd, foUowed them to see who milked 
them, and saw them discharge milt of their own accoid on 
to a stone which had a deep hoUow in it, made by oowhenia 
gimding nee. He tried to dig up ibe stone, and spent a whole 
day at the work without reaching its bwer ride. During the night 
he dreamed that Tarakeswar (a fom of Siva) appeared (o him and 
orferod him not to dig up the stone, but to build over it a temple, 
of which he should be ih^ JUo/iont. Varamal Singh then W 
and related his dre™ to hia brother Yirimu Dfe, whose Help he 
asked. The two brothtra aocordingly built the temple of Taxake- 
itwar over the aaored stone, and Yaramal Siugh beesme its 
^ Hahant, The original temple having biTlen intodeoaj, 
tte prcBeut bmldirg was ereeced by tJw E&iA of Buidwan. 
^utAmam Dey of Howrah ia aoid to have eraiti-d the marble 
hoU in fmot, of the shrine in gratitude for having been 
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TV|fTi tfjiilnfiHly 4nir$d of gjlflflAsa in atifiW€; to prayer offentd at tha 

abjxneL 

T1i 9 maD&g^i^eDt of the temple ie the hands of a Makani 
or abbot| who enjoya it4 revenuo dnitng hU The 

landed OBtatog yydd an mmual meome of VLb^ i6^00Q, and the 
value of the offerings ia said to coiae to a lath of rupees ; while 
the expeDditnro ia eatiinated to be Bs. O;^000 a loaonth^ The 
Jfahdtit b a celibate of the order of end is 

fioleototl rrom the or disciples by other Mskdnts of the order« 

Tribenl.—A place of pilgriniLigc forming the northernmost 
part of Bjlnsberia town (v^ BimBbeTie)^. 

TJttarp^ra. {Uifar^ noitht andq^uarter).—A smell town 
on the light bank of the Hooghly in tie Serampore thina and 
BubdiviBion situated in 22° 10" N. and 8S° 21* £+ Popnladoii 
(1911) 7^373. It is reached from Calmitta hy boats and 
stoemera and al-so from two stations on the East Indian 
Eailw’fty, lieily and UtterpAra. The town ojttendfl dong 
the riTer bank for about haUf a milOp the main lOed beiog the 
branch Grand Trunk Eoad fium Howrah, whloh h meWled 
an-ii fairly wide liiioughout. Am ong tho public iDstitutiona 
may be tueniioned a poliea eutpoatj Qovernment dispensaiy, 
public library and the UttarparA CoEege* A1 these Ha between 
the Grand Trunk Road end the river* while the munieipel office 
is Bitnated on the opposite side of that roed^ The municipality 
was constituted in iS6& and h tho arndJest in area in tho di^icH 
Tho public library la rich in old books on Indiui consisting 
in part of the library formed by the Ifurkarti newspaper in lha 
first half of the 19th century. It is located in a fine bulMing 
of the Italian stylo, which has an impesbg appearance from 
the river. OriginaJly formed by the late Babn Jayatrisima 
Mukherjif it is now managed by tfusteee, one of whom is his soiip 
liaja Piyafi Afohan MnkheijL The f amous Bengali ChnsitisjL poet 
Michael Madhnsudan Dutt stopped m this house for a few months 
before his death in June 187^^, Sanskrit law la studied in two 

The town is fairly neat find cleanj and has a large number of 
pasm houMS* It owes Its progreaa largely to the late Rij® Jaya- 
kiishna hiukherji and his rulativea. Among the private buildings^ 
the heuses of RAjft PiyM Mohan and of Babus Eos BihAri 
Mukherji and Jyot KnmAr Mnkherji are worth mentiojiing; 
among oth^f reridente, may be mentioned Mr^ Justioe Fiamada 
Charan Bimcigi of the AllahAbid High Court, a oonneotiou of 
the same Mukherji family* 

Jajfkkrisliiia Mukheijtp w'ho was bom in 1808, Became at the 
age of 16 a ragi mental ole^k of the 14th Eootp fori ^bich his 
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futber WB8 commistoriat contractor. Both father and son took 
j]art m the Biego of Bhamtpur m 1825, and haTin^ ohtalnod a 
oocsiderablo anm as their ebare of prize-money, inTceted tboir 
eaifing^B in Janded properiy in the Hooghly distTict, In 1830, the 
Collector, Mr. "W* U. Belli, appointed Jayakrishna recoid-keeper, 
but tbie poet he lost a few yeaiB later. At that time the Board’a 
order directing that the Butch pnUnt of the Chinsura K/>a 9 d/jiAd i 
wore to be surrendered and replsccd by Kngliah leases wae being 
enforced, and many ryots cborged Jayakrishna with taking 
bribes on the issue of the lattrr. The Oommii'eioner, after holding 
nn enqniiy, disraiBsed Jayokriabna and the Nazir in 1836. It 
should be added that Mr. Toynbee, after etndying the Toluminoufl 
oormpondenee on the subject, has no hesitation in stating hia 
belief that Jayakrithoa was the Tiotini of a conspiracy on the part 
of tbo Chinenra ryots and that the charges brought against him 
were not jubBtantiatod. JayakriEbna gradually acquired large 
landed properties, chiefly by buying estates at tho anoiion sates of 
the Horenne and Cfivil Courts, where hia inLimalo knowledge of 
the Collectorate recoid-roOfli proved inTaiuable, Populnrly be 
was known as the JerAeondba of Hooghly district, and there was 
hardly any large pihlie movement in which he did not toko part* 
He did a groat deal lor his on n town where he founded the 
College, the library and (practically) the dispensary. In his old 
age he became blind, and he died in 1880. 

nis son Piyftri Mohan Mnkherjl, who was bom in 1840, has 
been a member of the I^igisktive Council of Bengal (in 1879 
**'''*^ ^ member cf the India Legislative Connoil (in 
1884 and 1886) He is Vice-rresidEiit of the British Indian 
^fiocudron, and has eevoral times been its PreBident; like his 
fath^, he hw takeu an active part in public movements. In 
behruaiy 1^87 he was given the title of Bftjft and made a G. 8. I. 
in recognition of Ins own and hia father’s serviees, 

B^n llajkrishna Mnkherji was associated with his brother 
Jayakrishna m founding various local inslUulions, notably the 
ooUoge, the ihspensary and the Ubxaiy of Uttarpiri. He Ivft 
a taigo landed property tn his bou Hatihar Mukherji, who. 
however ied at an early age and was aucceeded by the proBent 
owner, his son, ^bu Jyot Kumar Mukherji, The rental of his 
M e pipo^rty in Howrah was immensely increased by the 
o^RR scheme, to the coat of which he oontributed 

W. 4,OO|V>0J, 




ISUEX 


A 

AlnriginaJ 9^, 

IdttiSnutndMiit of buul i«Tflniie, 2DS-41^j 
grufimt, 21^22L j af jELitien^ 2lD, 
AdmifiifltfliliYc £161^ 229j 

Af^^lDij wiiri afy 29-31^ 

A^ricnttort, 135 140. 

139 j m^Ltbadflr 148; 

ImplcmeRU^ 147* 

Aidttn Hpqk, 122. Sl2, 318. 

^mam ri«^ 140^ 141» 

AnodHT lirtTj 13, 

Aninudi^ "-lUi SO, 

Aiumuta, 97* 

AdtlqDAruB rvoLiliif^ 41* 43* 

AnnliiBh, ftCtosnt-of, 243^24^ I tBiDf&ll 

of, 34; dJj^uj^ Kt, 138-134| isiiiitti- 
Polity 0t, 227 ; mb.lii] %tf 231. 
AiwliiBh labdivliioai u^ciiEDt oti £i9. 
ArcbwloBytAl^ 42, 

Artnmuia Cliuivb ftt Cbiiuara, 279t 
Aihrif, 98, 

AngiutiQlAn*. 110-113^ 

JuM lies* 140. 

B 

Sidsn^Ji HCWinl <3i, 245. 

Bigdu, 101, 102, 

Bddjibit] p iccCQQt Dfif 215 '?4t; dEii]Hia- 
mrj mij 1024341 tBmiiclp 4 lty sfj 2^ 
BuRcblp ditpcniify 4tp l8l. 

BftU^ub, Bccaiut ofj 249 z dU^iiifejy it, 
182-184} Uiilixa vfj f24. 

utramx 349} Ublob Cqiaraitlbf 

of, 334. 

2^1 Qa Bv^Uj Urnii), 

Bili KtH, 10. 


Ddkbbpnr, tAeount 813-610; resdfd 
lOE, 

BuLd«|, SOp 53, 112*113.114^ 158,170, 
24i| Awtintar, 2&6-m 

1£8, 124; Broobbt of, 250,257 j 

B) ObEtiiHd ity of, 229. 

Btrncli it Cb)qwr«> 370, 280^ 

I B&ikbt-mAkkgp 187- 
Uedftrfdi, batpo nr, 02. 

BbhtltB rireTj 0. 

. Bfrll-mtiUl i0Bn[irB4n:Rr«, 130* 

Bfii^^l Li^biiiT edition 5li!U, Ifll, 

Bengd Frovtbckl fUllwby, 201. 

B;fltrfWif*fp CbltiTMtibtL ofp 148. 

I)b>dii„w,r, Mcaqnt of, t]r*|HiiuiT 
at, 132.13t; iDEmidpqlitp gf, iisa. 

I Bkigirmlbi rifFrp 0^ 7. 

I Bbindifbltpp dupmiMtj 183484 

r Bcowbt of, 3£a» 389^202. 

BSrdi, 31. 

Buth-ntbf 126. 
fi|fgbMtl49.15S. 

BtibddFBfip 181. 

BgbE4p 301. 202* 

Bcid 4 Ib0l% 191* 

Moro ri»^ 189* 

Bcte*ny^ 10, 30. 

BoRbdBfitt of tba dUlrict^ 1^ 

Baw«l cobipkiiatip 139^ 180* 

BnbmBDi^ 09^101. 

Ufua i&BbufBttiubt 195, 

BrisA-iDBUiig'^ 193* 

Britkb ni|E, 80^ 40* 

Bongdc^wi^ iiupectlObp 300, 

Bi^wib fbver^ l27j 129, 

c 

Catunitii*, Bsttilal, 160.1S8. 

Cintlt, 169.1^ 








3 se 


iJfDSx, 


Capgtlliu, Hi, IIB. 

Ckrey* Ufa of, lie.l£3. 

C*rp«tjry, IW* 

Cattla, li3. 

OeiHct^riat, S77g 313, 

itAUilic% 93; 173, 

CWn, 310. 

aeroant oft 34$. 

Chlmpdiot Joti Mill, ISL 
Cl&4iidaZTWgoc!, M«Qiat of, 35? j TrCnrh 
*(; 80^7} En^lidh cnptora of^ 35 ] 
Jemltd 9it llB; Capicbiiu il, 11^ 
1I£. 

Chjl«dlU]|» ■Gi»Ubt of, 3S3; tiaios Coin* 
naltua of, 224. 

<74orjp$. 

Chial Ealbirttnf, 108, 

Chaokiidirt ^tam, 220, 
wQrk> Ii7. 

Chiuttn^ toeotinit of, 876-33£| Dotch 
obapUioi 0^ 116# 

ElUliqliCt.Tlf% 180. 

Cbolem, 138,129. 

ChrialiuUt 3'7. 

CIlHitiaa aUaloiUj blllory of, HO* 
IS^ 

Chorcb of EoglAnd^ 113,1S3. 

Ch0Etb»t 43, 286^367,176, 27$. 

CItII ioittoOi 210. 

Climato, 33-34 1 m raUtloii to hmitb, 
I2S. 

CUvtf, 60^ 6Lp 63, 78, 84| bE^ 

CoUogfi. 333^286. 

Cominafca, 187-198« 

CotojauoicalioD^ aieam of^ iS4-205, 
CotiTOjucaa» 200» £01, 

Cotua toilli; 1$L 
Cotton waaTlag^ 182-181:. 

CiimJiud joftiea, HOi 
Crovo, 1^9^143. 

ColtiTatiofi, 13B-188j osteoiioai of^ Ijfl. 
Cjelaqa^ 155, 

D 

Didpnr^m 
l>tUuiuia Jat^MlU, ISL 


DiagdBT lebil, 16, 

DinodK ii«r, 7, 8; 14.13 i leod. of. 

160*162; tmbulliseot on, 133*10S, 

I>.tiM, bktoiy of t||«. 7430. 

Dialconi dniiu^ irorl#, 101, Iflt. 

ISl. 

DMtb'lhta, 120, 

Doiutty gf popglitid, 00, 3i, 

Dkaoiakhili, ai>c«iint of, SE9. 

Dhmniikbili rD.d, IDT, 

Dixirbos, ISD. 130. 

IXisjli, 202, 
t>ij«tM, iso-iai. 

D]4paBur«j I3S.)04, 

Nittpot t^wd, 322*224 
Diitfurt Board nwti, 107*190. 

DiiriogAUj, 24D, 

DofVil', 202. 

Dninigt, 101.163, 

160. 

lhi«, rtr., m, 134. 

Duplati, et-63. 

Dalcb, hiatoiy of 66-06 j rciHMtu'afi 

277, 270, 27S.^. 

BirSnikrairir riTcr, 0, 0. 

HwSrbuiDi, KCOfiDt ofj 269 j djiprnmy 
.1,133-1^4. 

Djinitci;, 1*9-130. 


E 

£ 4 rib«itulu»^ 15 Gi 
EmMl Ibdiiii 

EDQoqomic cOOditjoQa^ 170-171, 

Bdm C4ul^ 

£4 tLntioa^ £30-242. 

EdnoatiibBal 253i 
Embajikmeati^ i$8~10$. 

Einbzqldafj wgfk, 187. 

£migrfttlo;it 9S. 

Eogliah^ Kttloianit «t hlatnrj 

pf, 65-74. 

Eit«U«, lllp 

Eorppuq butorj pf^ 48-DL 

EicIh, 117. 






taUDtx. 


F 

lao, 

r^vjdirM, S4.»e, as, m 

KvmalH edojCAtloDp 237. 

Frrrtri. £0£p 303L 

Fwtirali^ UindUp 103, 106j M&Iiaiil^ 
P3ibdAnp 137-lOOi 

Hcmtib, biitiity of |1», 

FiDOdi^lGOtlbS, 

Fras CPielitI of S^tJuid M|i«iotip 

Ynnchp LlitcHj of 80-S7, 

FralUp 143« 

G 

GArgw]li*rpi;rp 2^. 

TiVerj 0, 

Gkii^u VallGy Boot Mill, tfil. 

OwIp^j, l^p 

Ohirtlti^ acmut of^ 2£7^ 23dp 261. 

Go^hit,2di. 

Gcilif h&r, cpjQinerc^l rieiid^DCj 1761 

271. 

Gimnd Trmnk B^dp 190^ 197^ 

Onuioff ^nnmdif 
Ooptipirip hOCuaDt oi, 2^1-262^ 
mtJiliiiCtDrfrpfp 196* 

H 

BArfpil, aPfOiEPt of^ S63j diipODipiy at, 
133-134; commercial itmidncj it, 17S; 
nniHi Committee cf^ 2244 
Hutjnge Joto UlUi^ I6l» 

JTdU, 193. 

H»lLh, public^ 125434. 

H%b ich(»li| 236. 

BJoiiD fcftinle, I03-10£y 
Hindi! niK3W7, 

Hindoap DOmber cfp^ 97, 

Hleiorf^ Ifeneralj 26-43; of KipxiprU 

AptUemeotep 43-91 ; pf Cbnitian i 
111^124. 


3^7 

HiUkinSAbbl, 239. 

I HomPriTj Mi^utraim, 220. 

Hoo^bly-Chinmn miuildp«j|t^^ 225^ 
Hoqebty ciw, 6^ 7, 

Hoogbly ■qbdlTlitmi^ aceoant of, 233, 
Hoo^bty tPna, aocOQnt of, 264-233; dcin 
Tagop of 1- nuDfall of, 24; 

fatly butory of, 48, 43; Fort^gii»e 
46.66; EngJub iettkm^t at, 95-74; 
Ao^iUDimu at, Ulf 112j Jmlta it, 
113-1 I£j Afit cbapleln ofp 116; bow|^lta] 
at, 132-164; **rlf Inda of, 163 190; 
jail It, 201; calico «t, 233. 323^ 279, 
37:l| Hoc^bly proper, £69; Hm old 
foit^ 272.3S74, 

HoPpiealB. lS243iv 
UoitpLA, 24], ^ 

Howcali^Jitiili Livbt BiHvay, 2 l> 4 « 
Hpfriiili.3btaJil]ili Ligbt Bailwayp 204. 

E ndAyr^mpuir, 204. 

Hqmiditjt 33, 

I 

Z/3rlf, 213. 

Irnimbifa it HidC^blj^ iCCodnt of^ 270 

371j iKvpiEjd a|.lSM34. 

Immigratfpfl^ $6, 

ItaplPlotnta, igrldiltonl; 147« 

InobuTli 234k 
Incomerbl, 319. 

IddabtadDCHp 174 175. 
iDdia JatP MtU. |3l. 

Indigo mapof^ettiFr'p 179« 

IndvlTiPi. 177-137. 

Infautllp nortiyEtyp 129, 

Ipflmituiy IBii, 
rii{>cttIatiPCi| 133. 
lupecEoa bati^owip SOO^ 

Intindatloiijp 160 ^ 163 . 
liT%aUDdp 137» 133^ 
loaulty^ 131. 

iCacfaoda, dJapemafy at, 132434 

j 


JkbiEiibid. SO, 

jdj«>£at. 







328 


INDEX. 


JiJi^ 1(0. 

JiLsil, SS4h 
Jeioitir L1^I14« 

JollhU, 

JbWIm Bndjr«, soa, S?l* 

Judldftl 

Juta caUUitiw nFf 
Jn(d tnilb^ 191- 


z 

P ailmtUi^ iMp IC®# 

KIaI D^inod" riWj 10, H- 
Kipi DwixukeaWHT H^eT^ 11. 

Kini N*dt, 9. lOp It. 

Kimikti cto^litttwn ofp 161- 

EeoiV S<t. 

SOI. 

of, 28*. 

Eiorsiodor, lit* ^ 

Koon-sw, *w«iat rf, 31^1 

irorks ifctp 

KatT.dtft tKooiit pfp aas; mmokip^lity 

d^p 227. 

accownt 5?* 23^? 

XEiitii BrttmuDf^ lOO, lOU 
Eant) Nudi, 9j 10. 


L 

Laboa r. atij^plj of* lOO* 

LilCH,ia,tO< 

Laud »TeDD*, idmuiktitlion dtp SOO^aiSj 
rocftpl* from* Sl8. 
lAt]d tdQTu««p 2iS-Sl6. 

LiBi{ii»gci^ 90p 97* 

Lflpmj, 181* 

IpibmriH, 1-IL 
l43iht ntlwajip 20*. 

LlteiKteap jaimibir df, 230* 
liLUninTt, 97« 
lidAl BwiliLp 2^ 

Local Board roadi, 200, 
iKW] Sdf-OoTinflHDti 222-228* 


M 

Midl^iEbilp IL 18. 

ISO. 

aecoont ofj 2&Q, 

Mabinad^ afcoqnt df^ 2S7i 
Mahcib, afcOdUE oF« 817p 818 1 atp 

ICNSI cottoa n^llf tL liL 
¥aodiEaip Aocount of, 2^; dlipi-DiaFy pt» 
182.184. 

MapdamOp 27# 29p 81 j acoodat df ^ 2818^1 

292. 

MpTinFarLttrofp 177-187, 
ilanureip 14S* 

Mifahof, iB, 10, 
ldinhinaii,liffldL U7-123. 

SrtitiFirial EdDidhtiati of E be pOdpLo, 172-1 f t* 

Ui^^rtlr, 292+ 

lIcATiiof com tdUiiKcatEdap 101.205. 

Kcd-cal Mp«tif 125-184 
Modical idilitiitKoDi^ 131-124. 

Hcdicpl pnciltlodcta, 134. 

Jff/Mp 192# 

Mekorotogjp 22* 34 

Ididdli Eti^Uib fdioql# 287* 

Middle ?enift?^T icbool^ 337. 

MKgraEjDD» 95. 

MUSi, 18Q, 1@1* 

Sdiifloafp CbHatiaa^ 93, 110-131 j Sofam- 

pdWp 117^123. 

Mdbiin Fond* 203ii2PO, 

Molmaae*# mADiifacLdid of# 180, 

Jlobiab Simti, 302+ 

Morlalitjp IM* 

Mui^bal nil## 8L32* 

Habammad Amlopmr* 206* 

M nbaosPMiddDi, 90| ^Q^atiun of> 238. 
Uttnddiwan idfcTp 11^ l(i« 

MdQidpalitlci, S24229, 

AJuailfa* 319, 

Moiahidibid Bw), 108. 

N 

206L di 

Na^dial cAlaluilJOfj liO^lSB# 

NiflgAtkOi 201, 20t* 

I ITajldarai, S08i 






iirmx< 


329 


Xcwtpapi! 

0 

OccEipAlli^wii. 

0»t«iid Cowpanjp hktory oC tte, 38-^ 
Oatp«t«t poUrfj 220, 

Oatrvu, SIf Jidisii 124. 

P 

Pallilui, 2&t lO^J iwSfOW'it of* 

Ualaa Comibitteo at, 2^ 

F«P?t tjjonuriwtajftf, lflO- 186 . 

1^- 

rttfNf |£]QQre«j 

l^rojiJer tJiOr 02'11O; UHlimaJ eon^tiou 

of, ira-175. 

PfvnUilUlfliit SctUolOflot, 2ll« 
fV^lAf igrtcolt^inlp 
314. 

Fbofphari, ^3. 

?>»«• 105. 

PthiuCp iSOr 
Poibi, 300p 
PoliWp 320p 

PopalAlionp grflwlh pfp ^>2* dwui^ ofi 
j rUfalt 051 drlatip 0 5. 

Pofitfi Fiq^o^ 47p 60. 
r^Ttoeum blttorj of, *5-55. 

Poft-offint, KCl4. 

Pottcrj PKMinfjictiir** 387 p 
F cimif^ icliMlit 237* 
pfniHiAiiit hiitwy of tliPi &7p 
Public hcuUbp 125^34, 

Pulwip 141^ 

Plijflnrip 9QS* 

E 

BHdbi. 27. 

170. 

ftn^biaciitlipitrj diipcfiMi^ ftfc, 132434. 
Rijip'ir drunagB Wotluip 162<^153, 
BftjbillOhtp 304. 

203,204^ 


FiiJififill^ 23^24 2 In relKtion td 
cdUtird^ 138, 

RggUtn^tkrti ofEcctj 210. 

Belt^coi, 07-flfl. 

Bontip lfl7-iea 
R«Dt-fi«d lenarci, £13. 

Reptllcop 21* 

ftoTeciac tdailDiatraticWi 33j 3^ OOj 40j 
£08-315. 

RoTduno cf th* 318. 

Ki« cfcpi^ 130-141« 

Hitbtif 170, ISOj ucciraat oTj dlflj 319 t 
dup^^wy %%f I 33 -IM 4 
Hlter fyitcuQi fi-18* 

BMd*, lOt-SOOp 

Roftd mil] Pablk: Woirki cwm^ 

Rop* wtnks, 186. 

HotAEiom of cropOh 147. 

Uqju, uwofactTuv of, 170* IflO. 

II jpbiriyu rivtfir, 3. 

s 

Sud^pv, iQOp 
Saiicbltifi, 304. 

£or.tarrj 28. 

Sarn, 304* 

Sannwmtl rlr^fp lOp 13. 

^igica, 26, 27, 28, 20, 30, 3l, 34^ 
ueount alp 301-300; Portogaew at, 
46p47,48^ 40. 

Sceneij> 4^ ^ 

Smadarj oducutioii^ 236, 237, 

9a«a, 147. 

Sdf.^0DV«mtiaei3t^ Loblp 222«320. 
Bemnapare CTallfigd, SIR. 

Bciiiiipcta lodoij 183,131, 

Saninpori MStvIctip 116-133, 

Bonuupm lubdivliioDi acnQut ofp 3X^ 
8crunpan lainrUp ACrdUnt of, 300-319 j 

ninfiJl of;, 24; PaiLOi Atp 7d-80 j 
bovpIUi tXt 13^-134 i maDidpdit^ of , 
226-227^ idb-jiil 221; coUof^o Ati 
234-236;. 

a^rrtco 214* 

ShooTvpbajlj Amount of, £46p 247, 

Sheikhi, 09. ^ 

£ 







330 


index. 


Sitt|;ar^ 3£4>. 

Sitipar, m 

SmAlUpt^ji, 130« 

1B7. 

^tuDpi, 21B. 

BEewnflT Mtfrrktt, 2QS. 

Stilidiiijiadip 21^. 

Salilii rcToll of^ 3?^ 33. 

Sti^l’iiuiiiqriiMnrEi, IBO, 

StihwU, 25, S6. 27. 

mrtli, 1$2, 

Byaiabaurp *£0. 


T 

TMjdJt KhJl, 12. 

Tii^ctwir, bCwHint of, 820.S23 ■ fettkU 
at, 100* 107 f [liiilwdi&iy it, 132^134. 
Tw'haieil SSS, 

TdogTapk oSccflp 20-l» 

TdDpenitiirvp 22-23, 

Trraplt^ tf Klidd^ 41% 

Tmtim uf 312«213, 

Tfairmip 220% 

TibiMa nilMiodp llfi, Il0% 

Tklr^Xaiiliiiig'* 132# 

ToIwmc^, ofp 143. 

JW#, m-241. 
town*, 05, OS. 

Tndtf, 107403. 

TribCdv 07^ fi1> j ftOi-dladt qf^ 254^2^ * 
dtp 105* 110% 

TdMir-voiviag, 1S5, 



u 

Un3m CdEQSilttM, 2^ 

Uttarpiri, 4C«ql3Dt of, 323. 324 j dipped. 
“*T 13I-I34 j bane mill at* 181 * 

mubictpftlity qf, 227, eolL^atp !i33. 
234. 

OltAfimra flitaUn SAblia, 237. 

V 

V*«:iQaiton, JSI^ 132. 

YdgoLfthln* H4w 

VkUiria Chimird Wqi-k^, l8l, 

Victqrli JntQ MSI]* ISl. 

VS]]-gM, &5* 08, 

Vital itnt'itjcfp 136v 

w 

Wnfrl^ llfq ot^ 117*] 23% 

TV-gM, Ifle, IBO, 

Wttt^r eoKnanlALloDi^ £01^ S02, 
WulBr-liftai 13.4. 

Weavings ludtaitriBi, l82-18Sv 
Weaving Bctwol, £30, 

WiJIlDgton JuU Millie 181. 

Wqllv, 138% 

Wild inioiob, ao. 

Winter Tien* 140,14L 

z 

£miiJnitirti^ 200^ 313. 

Zoolney, SOp 22L 


B. 3. tVfn—lI-3«L03a-**^]604J«'54O—J, 4* M# 














